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	1. The Chief Returns

** Dragons mate for life, that's a known fact. But he thought that Toothless was the only one, until another falls out of the sky and crashes into the village of Berk. However, her owner comes for her, and sensing adventure, the young dragon riders return with her to a world full of trouble, but with Toothless refusing to leave her, will Hiccup be able to stay and help this stranger from a far off land, or will they perish at the hands of the sword or a broken heart? Hiccup needs to make that choice.**

A loud and almost obsessive knocking had started on the roof of my house, that is if you could call it a known, it sounded like the roof was about to give way, but the noise succeeded in its one and only and very obvious purpose, to wake Hiccup from one of his most pleasant dreams yet. Groaning, he opened his eyes, before sitting up and looking at the ceiling.

"Okay, I'm awake." He called up.

Just as he expected, at hearing that he was awake, a small black dragon flew in through the bedroom window. As the little dragon jumped onto the bed, Hiccup realised that he wasn't the only one to groan, and that was when he recognised the blonde hair beside him, the same hair that was only familiar as that of his girlfriend – Astrid Hofferson. This was a regular occurrence for Hiccup when his father, and Astrid's parents were on a voyage, Astrid would get her dragon Stormfly to drop her off at Hiccup's house and the two would cuddle and kiss, Astrid in one of Hiccup's shirts and Hiccup shirtless, before falling asleep in each other's arms.

"Hiccup?"

He looked over at Astrid as she mumbled his name and turned over to face him, still half asleep, though she still managed to look at him and gently brush the tips of her fingers to his cheek.

"Good morning." She smiled.

"Good morning to you too, Astrid." Hiccup smiled back, leaning in to nuzzle her.

She smiled at him, before she pulled him down, using a firm grip on his shoulder, and fused their lips together in a fiery kiss.

Their kiss lasted until Hiccup was pulled from his bed by Toothless.

"Alright Bud, alright." He told the black dragon trough laughter, as he noticed that the dragon was now sitting on the bed in Hiccups place to stop him getting back into bed. Astrid just giggled as she watched what was happening, before she hid her eyes as Hiccup got dressed, and went to put his metal leg on, but realised that he needed help.

"Um Astrid, can you help?" He asked her rather sheepishly.

"Of course, Hiccup." She smiled, getting out of bed, revealing that she was only in one of his shirts, and she knelt down in front of him and helped him to attach the prosthetic leg onto what remained of his left leg. When she was finished, she stood up and pulled him onto his feet after taking his hands.

"Thank you Astrid."

"It's no problem Hiccup." She smiled, hugging him, and after a few minutes letting him go so that he could go and make them both some breakfast. When Hiccup and Toothless had left the room, Astrid set about getting herself dressed, after making sure that she looked decent, she walked downstairs to join them and she sat at the table, with Toothless lying on the floor beside her and she watched her boyfriend.

"So, when are our parents meant to be back?" She asked him.

"Today, I think." He told her, putting a plate of food in front of her as he sat at the table with his own. But despite both of them eating, he still noticed her sigh.

"What's the matter Astrid?"

"Nothing, it's just that I've enjoyed doing this, the whole coming to you at night, the waking up next to you in the morning, having breakfast together and not having o worry about our parents." She told him, finishing her breakfast and cleaning up as he done the same. She finished before him and she turned to watch him. They were both eighteen years old now, and she had noticed how much Hiccup had changed. He was still lanky, but he was also much taller now, and more muscled due to frequent accounts of dragon training, though he wasn't severely muscled like other Viking men. Yet, despite these changes, he was still the same old Hiccup that was never going to change.

When they were sure that they were ready to go, they set about sorting the village into order as well as going their chores and riding the dragons around. As they flew around the village, they were soon joined by Snotlout and his dragon Hookfang, Fishlegs and his dragon Meatlug and the twins Ruff and Tuff with their dragon Barf and Belch.

"Well, well, Astrid you're looking mighty pretty this morning." Snotlout told her.

"Thanks Snot lout, now what do you want?" She asked him with a roll of her eyes, giving Hiccup a small smile, since she could almost feel the jealousy radiating off of him. He tended not to like other guys making comments on Astrid's beauty the way that Snotlout did.

"Just to ask why you were coming out of Hiccup's hut this morning?" Snotlout asked, his voice layered thick with fake innocence. This caused some wolf-whistles to come from the twins and Fishlegs looked awkward.

"That's none of your business." Astrid hissed.

"Fine, whatever." Snotlout sneered.

After a while of flying, Hiccup and Astrid flew off to the cove, where Hiccup first made friends with Toothless, and they set fur blankets down on the ground and nestled together.

"Toothless, Stormfly, what are you two doing?" Hiccup asked as he and Astrid watched the two dragons chase each other around the couple.

"Oh leave them be Hiccup, they're just having fun." Astrid told him.

"Alright Astrid." He smiled, watching her as she lay back on the furs and he leaned over her, giving her a soft smile as he brushed some hair from her face. Astrid returned his smile an the two leaned closer to each other, soon delving into a kiss. Yet there kiss was cut short by the sound of something solid hitting the ground, and they pulled away abruptly at hearing the familiar voice of Fishlegs.

"Hiccup, Astrid, our parents are back." He called over, and the two of them looked at each other, before they got up and got onto their dragons flying back towards the village with Fishlegs alongside them.

"Hey, sorry to get in the way of that back there." Fishlegs apologised.

"Don't worry about it Fishlegs." Astrid told him and Hiccup just turned beetroot red as they flew towards the docks.

They all got to the docks in record time, and they joined the twins and Snotlout as they waited for their parents. The minute the long ship came into port, and they noticed their parents, Hiccup watched Snotlout run to his father, Astrid run to her parents, Snotlout run to his parents and the twins run to theirs, whilst he stayed back with Toothless, waiting for his father to get off the boat.

"Ah, Hiccup." A deep voice boomed, and Hiccup walked towards the telltale voice of his father – Stoick the Vast.

"Hello dad." Hiccup greeted him, Toothless bumping his head against Stoick in greeting, purring as Stoick rubbed his head.

"How were things while I was gone?" Stoick asked as he and Hiccup walked up towards the village, with Toothless in tow.

"It went fine; Astrid and I dealt with everything." Hiccup told him.

Stoick nodded in approval. "Good." Went they got back to their hut, Stoick put his bags down and went straight into alert mode as there was a lap of thunder and a flash of lightning. When they both got outside, Hiccup joined Toothless' side as he cowered in the doorway.

"It's okay bud, it's just a storm."

"We need to get people into the Great Hall; this storm is going to get worse." Stoick told Hiccup.

Hiccup nodded, climbing on Toothless' back. "Don't worry dad, I'll round up the other dragon riders, we'll make sure hat everyone else is safe." He told him as he flew off, gather, Astrid, Snotlout, Fishlegs and the twins as he went. After what felt like hours, everyone was soaked through, but they had managed to round up everybody in the Great Hall, and now Hiccup and Astrid were sat by a fire, a fur blanket around them both as they cuddled together for warmth, Toothless and Stormfly lying either side of them with their wings around them. Everyone found themselves a place to sleep, because it was certainly going to be a long night that night.


	2. Unexpected Visitor

While the village remained in the Great Hall through the storm, a black dragon flew through the storm, somehow managing to dodge the lightning that was about to hit it. The dragon looked injured, and as did its rider. Its rider looked small, and wearing a leather suit, complete with a hood and mask that was protecting their face from the harsh and cold wind and rain of the storm. The further down the outfit the rider wore, the more weapons there was, there was two swords attached to their belt, and daggers attached to parts of their leg and even some on their arms and chest. The rider looked to be injured, and occasionally moved a hand to the top of their right leg, as it to try and keep something there, though through the sight of the droplets that fell and mixed with the rain, the rider had an injury and a serious one at that. However, there was a cry of pain from the dragon as a lightning bolt suddenly hit it and it hurtled towards the ground, the rider being unseated and knocked unconscious as they hit the hard floor of a field in the middle of Berk, as the dragon skidded a few feet away from the rider along the floor. When it had stopped, the dragon looked up rather groggily, and it forced itself to stand and limped over towards its rider, nuzzling it and almost whimpering when there was no response. It was too dark and cold, and the dragon was too weak to move the rider by them self, so they settled for lying close to their rider, and using their wings and body as a shield, the dragon lay down next to the human, its black wings shielding both itself and the rider from the fierce storm as they waited to be discovered.

The next morning, Hiccup and Astrid were woken up by shouting coming from outside, and they quickly got to their feet and running to where the noise had come from and they found the Vikings circled around something.

"What's going on?" Hiccup asked.

"Hiccup, Toothless is hurt." Gobber told him.

"What, no he isn't, he's right behind me. He slept beside me all night." Hiccup told him, pushing his way through with crowd and he stopped at seeing what they were all crowded around, the black dragon. "It's a Nightfury." He whispered.

Toothless walked towards the dragon, bowing his head and sniffing it, being careful as he took a paw and gently touched the other dragon. However, this caused the dragon to lift it's head and snarl at him, though by doing this, it made the Vikings around it gasp. By moving its head, they could see the rider underneath it, and they set about getting the body away from the dragon, yet the dragon refused them access.

"Wait, stop trying to move the body, the dragon is obviously protective of her, just let Toothless talk to the other dragon." Hiccup told them.

"Tell him to make it quick, that person could need help." Gobber told him.

Hiccup nodded and he looked at Toothless. "Toothless, try and make this one calm so that we can help the person, alright?"

Toothless nodded, as if he fully understood, and he put himself to the floor, showing the other dragon that he meant no harm to the dragon, and that it was the same situation for the Vikings around them. After a few minutes, Toothless tried again to get close to the dragon, but as he was about to be attacked, he watched the dragon calm down, and he noticed that a hand had reached up and touched the dragon's chest.

Astrid and Hiccup also noticed this, and they looked at the rider, making sure that they were actually awake.

"Hello, my name is Hiccup, we're sorry to startle your dragon, but we were only trying to make sure that you were okay." Hiccup told them.

The rider nodded and tried to sit up, but the dragon pushed them back down, and then they noticed the blood that was coming from the rider's leg and the injuries that the dragon had, and this caused Toothless to make a strange purr to the other dragon as if asking whether they were okay. As the dragon tried to stand up, it simply fell back down in obvious pain, and this caused Gobber to help the dragon up so that Toothless could get underneath and almost carry the dragon back to Gobber's forge, though the dragon was too weak to put up a fight, the rider didn't fail to notice and they watched the dragon be taken away.

"Come on, we need to get you to the healers." Astrid told the rider, and she offered them her hand, watching as they took it and hoisted them self onto their feet, but this caused them to almost fall back to the floor, yet they were caught by Stoick.

"I've got him, Astrid." Stoick told her.

"Who are you calling a 'him'?" The rider asked, though he still sounded like a male.

"Um, you are a male aren't you?" Stoick asked.

"No." The rider told him, moving to pull her hood down and her mask in order to uncover long brunette hair, a heart shaped face and quite beautiful features.

"Oh, well my apologies Miss..." Stoick told her, though he still looked flabbergasted that she could be confused as a man.

"Classerson, Caverna Classerson." She told him, slowly going back to silence as they arrived at the healers and Stoick left Astrid with her as the healers removed her pants and they patched up her leg and other injuries as Astrid fixed the cut in her pants where her injury had been.

Astrid stayed with her as she watched the healers stitch up her leg and she turned her back to give her some privacy as she put her pants back on as well as her weapons.

"So, Caverna, where are you from?" She asked her.

"I'm from Crendor." She told her, moving to stand up.

"Whoa, you've got to stay sat." Astrid told her, trying to get her to sit back down.

"Yeah, where I'm from, I'm not supposed to rest." She told her as she side stepped around her. "Anyway, I need to check on my dragon, we must return home as soon as possible."

"Where is Crendor, anyway?" Astrid asked her, not wanting to argue with her.

"It's a four day ride from here on a dragon." She told her as she limped to the front door with Astrid following her.

"What made you fly all the way out here?" She asked.

"To find people who are able to help to protect my family and my village." Caverna told her, and it looked like it was hard for her to admit.

"Why would you need our help?" Astrid asked her, raising an eyebrow at her. "You're a Viking right?"

"Yes and that is why it has taken me so long to leave my tribe and come and ask for help from anyone." She sighed. "Can we just go and see my dragon?"

"Alright, let's go." Astrid led her out of the healer's den, making sure she was able to keep up, even though she was quite fast for someone who had an injured leg. "Wow, you're fast."

"I've had a lot of injuries." She told her. "You get used to limping after the first forty times."

"Wow, I guess you must really, really need our help."

"We do, but I probably would have gotten injured anyway, I am a Viking after all, injuries are just occupational hazards."

Astrid laughed. "Yeah, you're right about that."

As they got to Gobber's shop, they found the dragon lying on a rock table, and Hiccup, Gobber, Stoick, Snotlout, the twins and Fishlegs standing around it.

"Hey guys." Astrid smiled, almost running into Hiccup's arms as he turned around to smile at her. "How's the dragon?"

"Snowdrop, her name is Snowdrop."

Everyone turned around and looked at her, then back at the injured dragon and then they all looked over at Toothless who had jumped down from the roof and walked over to the dragon – now known as Snowdrop.

"What kind of dumb name is that?" Snotlout asked.

"What kind of name is Hookfang?" Caverna asked in retaliation as she moved to stroke her dragon's face. "How bad is she?"

Gobber moved to join her at her side. "She broke her left front leg, cut her tail and she's got a scratch across her right eyes, overall I think she's rather lucky."

Caverna nodded. "When do you think she will be able to fly?"

"I think the minute that she is able to stand up, she will be able to fly short distances...Which should be good for where you're from right?"

"Not really." Caverna told him.

"Why, where are you from?" Stoick asked.

"I'm from Crendor; it's a four day flight from here." She told them, not letting her eyes leave the blue of her dragons.

"What brings you all the way out to Berk?" Stoick asked her, feeling shocked that both her and Snowdrop were able to survive a flight hat long without any noticeable accessories, such as food and water.

"That's something that I need to talk to you about, as leader of Berk." Caverna told him.

Stoick nodded, gesturing for her to come with him and doing the same for Hiccup and Astrid. Hiccup nodded and looked back at his dragon.

"Are you coming bud?"

Toothless simply shook his head and he sat on the floor beside the female dragon, determined to watch her for any improvement no matter how small it was. This caused Hiccup to raise an eyebrow, but he still went up to the Great Hall with Astrid, Caverna, his father and Gobber.


	3. The Villiage of Hell

**in this one we get to see dragon talk**  
><span>

After his rider left, Toothless watched the other riders leave, before he looked back at the female dragon as she lay on the stone table, her eyes closed, her breathing shallow and she looked so weak that Toothless took pity on her. He gave off a noise of comfort and almost worries as he nudged the dragon. At his nudge, the dragon opened her eyes to look at him and Toothless seemed to freeze at seeing the deep blue of her eyes. Even as a dragon, Toothless was able to admit that he was starting to find this younger female dragon beautiful.

_"Who are you?"_

Toothless didn't seem to realise that the question had come from the dragon herself, her voice sounded just as beautiful as her eyes. However, he shook his head when he realised that she was talking to him.

_"My name is Toothless, Hiccup is my rider. Your name is Snowdrop?"_

_"Yes, Caverna is my rider and my family."_

_"Don't you have anyone else, a mate for example?" _Toothless asked and he sounded rather hopeful for her to say that she didn't have a mate.

_"No, I'm the only Night Fury on our island, and the other dragons are too cocky."_

Toothless let out a breath that he didn't seem to realise that he was holding, and he gave her a toothless smile.

"_What about you?" _Snowdrop asked him.

"_No, I don't have anyone, but Hiccup and my other dragon friends." _He told her. "_Are you feeling any better?"_

_"Sort of."_ She told him, forcing herself onto her feet, though she fell back down.

At seeing her fall back down, this caused Toothless to put his head underneath hers to allow her to at least sit up.

"_Thank you."_ She told him, giving him her own toothless smile. "_But why are you helping me?_"

Toothless looked up, and although he couldn't exactly work out why he was so intent on helping the female, he gave her a sort of shrug. "_Because, I want to be friends with you?_"

The female seemed to think this option over for a few minutes, before she gave him a small nod. "_I'd like that, Toothless."_

This made him smile and he gently put her head back down on the rock, before he nuzzled her gently in comfort, before he rested his head beside her.

Meanwhile, Stoick, Gobber, Hiccup and Astrid were sitting in the Great Hall, watching Caverna as she explained why she was here, and they all seemed relatively surprised at how active she was even with her leg injury.

"So, you need our help?" Gobber asked.

"Yes." Caverna told him. "My village is plagued by a mad man and his band of followers; they are intent on bringing our village to the ground."

"You have dragons, why do you need our help?" Stoick asked.

"Because he is too strong, you saw the wounds on my dragon, my brother's is twice as bad."

"Does this man only attack dragons?" Hiccup asked.

"No...He only attacks them when they try and help us..." Cavern trailed off.

"What else does he do?" Astrid asked gently, she could see that she somehow felt ashamed of what she would have to tell them.

Caverna looked at her, before she started to remove her weapons and she took off the top part of her clothes to reveal a green version of the red shirt that Astrid wore, and she pulled the shirt up revealing a scar across her stomach and then one that travelled up her side, under her breast bindings and to the edge of her over coat.

"Others are worse...And some have scars that can never heal." Caverna told them.

"What do you mean?" Hiccup asked her, he too could see that there was more and that she was ashamed. "Please, don't be ashamed of it, it's not your fault."

"It is my fault, I could prevented it happening to my sister." She sighed. "The man who haunts are world not only destroys our villages and our livestock, he destroys our lives. When a girl becomes of age, he take them..."

"Becomes of age for what?" Stoick asked.

"To be bedded."

The revelation earned a gasp from Astrid, who clasped her hands to her mouth, and Stoick, Gobber and Hiccup looked at her in shock.

"He knows when we all become of age, so he forces us to bear his children, though we ensure that no female is treated like that again." Caverna finished.

"So, do you have a child?" Gobber asked.

"No...Because of the scar I have, I've been made barren by him." She moved to refasten her swords back onto her waist after she had fixed the top part of her outfit and she put any other weapons back where she found them. "It's literally a village of hell."

That night, Caverna went to sleep at Hiccup and Stoick's house, and she looked around Hiccup's room.

"I like your drawings." She told him as she stood in front of his desk looking at all of his drawings of Toothless and Astrid. "They're really good."

"Thank you, some of them are my really early ones, from when I first met Toothless." He showed her the ones that he spoke of.

"How long have you been Toothless' rider, if you don't mind my asking?"

"I've been his rider, since I was fourteen, so around four years now."

"Wow, so you didn't find him from an egg and he still treats you like you are one of him?"

"Yeah, I guess you could say that." Hiccup smiled. "What about you, how long have you known Snowcap?"

"Since she was an egg, she's ten now." Caverna told him.

"Really, so she doesn't have any dragon instincts?" Hiccup asked

"Oh, she does, she can hunt and fish and do everything your dragon can, but she just prefers to be in a stable with Lightning, my brother's dragon." Caverna told him as she sat on the windowsill. "Will the dragons be alright where they are?" The two teens had gone back to the forge to check on Snowcap and had found that she and Toothless had fallen asleep, their heads next to each others.

"Yeah, they'll be fine, the worst that could happen is that that a Terrible Terror could try and play, but Toothless will help her."

Caverna nodded. "Thank you, Hiccup." She smiled as he bowed his head to her and left the room, going to sleep downstairs. This went on for a few days, Caverna staying in Hiccup's room, Hiccup staying on the floor by the fireplace downstairs and Toothless staying with Snowcap at the forge as she healed.

After a few days, Hiccup and Caverna were sitting on the steps of the Great Hall, she had decided to keep him company since Astrid had been kept busy by her mother that morning, and she was showing him one of her knives.

"So, you made this?" Hiccup asked, admiring the heavily decorative silver handle and the snake that was engraved into the blade.

"Yeah, it's one of my recent ones, my brother, sister and I spend time in the forge when we can, but with everything that's going on we can't." She shrugged.

Hiccup looked at her as he handed back the knife. "Your sister is one of those women you told us about, isn't she?"

Caverna nodded. "She only just came of age when he took her virtue."

Hiccup nodded, and he was about to say something else to her, when they suddenly heard someone shouting for them.

"Hiccup, Caverna!" They looked over and saw Astrid running up the stairs to them, with Ruffnut and Tuffnut following on behind.

"Hey Astrid, what's up?" Hiccup asked, standing as Caverna did and she put her knife back where it was normally kept on her outfit.

"You two have to get down to the town square immediately." Astrid told them.

"Yeah, your dragons might just kill Hookfang." Ruffnut told them.

"Or Hookfang might kill them." Tuffnut told them. "Either way it's going to be cool."

Caverna looked at Hiccup, and Hiccup looked at her, before she ran off towards the town square, where sure enough, Hookfang was having a standoff with Toothless and Snowcap, occasionally attacking the two dragons, though it was mainly Snowcap that was attacked, Toothless just attacked Hookfang to get Snowcap free.

"Toothless." Hiccup called and Toothless stopped fighting, looking at him.

However, this didn't stop Hookfang, who saw that now Toothless wasn't going to fight back, went for Snowcap, catching her in her jaw and threw her into a rock, and was about to blast her, when Caverna stood in front of her dragon, now her hood and mask were up, and she was using her own body as a shield.

"If someone doesn't get this dragon away from me and mine, I will personally cut its nose off." She warned.

"Snotlout, get your dragon under control." This command came from Astrid, who was stood beside Hiccup and Toothless.

Snotlout rolled his eyes, before he managed to calm Hookfang down. "Why do you guys care about that dragon, she isn't one of ours." He gestured to Snowcap and Caverna.

"Because, they are our friends, Snotlout." Hiccup told him, and he looked confused as he went to check Toothless out for serious injuries, but he pushed him away and walked over to Snowcap, nuzzling her. Caverna watched as Snowcap nuzzled the male dragon in return.

"Well, someone's made a bond." Caverna told them, a smile apparent in her voice though it was hidden by the hood and mask. "But your friend is right, Snowcap and I don't belong here, we need to return to our people."

Snowcap gave her a sad noise, but she understood that they needed to leave, nuzzling Toothless once more before she walked to her rider.

"_Wait, Snowcap, do you really have to go?"_ Toothless asked her, though to everyone else, it just sounded like a strange growl.

"_I do, my rider is right; our people will be worried about us."_ Snowcap told him. "_I wish you could come with me though, it would be nice to have someone like you there Toothless."_

_"I don't see why I can't, Hiccup will want to help your village, so does his mate." _Toothless told her, running up to her.

"Toothless, come back here." Hiccup told him, before he looked at Caverna. "We'll come with you, to help your village."

Caverna smiled. "Thank you Hiccup." They all looked to the side as Stoick landed on his dragon, Skullcrusher.

"Well, we are ready for a long journey; I hope your village will readily accept our help." Stoick told Caverna.

"They will be when they've gotten used to the idea, after all, we are Vikings, and we can be quite stubborn." Caverna told him, and she fixed her outfit, pulling the bottom part of her mask down, but she kept the hood up as she checked her dragon over and Toothless remained present as Hiccup, Astrid, Snotlout, the twins and Fishlegs al went to get their things for the journey, and Snotlout made sure to take Hookfang with him.

As Snotlout got his saddlebags ready, he kept looking out of his window at Hookfang to make sure that she stayed there.

"What on Earth were you thinking Hookfang?" He asked. "You know that her dragon is important to her."

Hookfang didn't even acknowledge that he was talking to her, she was too busy eating from a barrel of fish that she had been given.

"And despite what I said, she's pretty good looking." Snotlout continued, oblivious to the fact that his dragon hadn't been paying attention, and he made his dragon fly back to the others. When he reached the others, he went back to sounding cold and heartless as he told them that he was going to b joining them, and they all flew off following Caverna's lead after Stoick left Gobber in charge of the tribe while they were gone. Thing were tense between Snowcap and Hookfang and this made things tense between Snotlout and Caverna, something that the rest of the group hoped would stop soon.


	4. Warm Journey, Cold Reception

Warm Journey, Cold Reception

Two days of straightforward flying, was starting to get to everyone but Caverna and Snowcap, and even though he was trying to keep up with her, even Toothless felt the strain of flying this long.

"Caverna, we need to rest, the dragons are exhausted." Hiccup called to her.

Caverna had Snowcap turn around to look at him as she heard his voice and she saw how tired everyone was and she patted her dragon's head, looking at her then back at them. "There should be an island five minutes away from here; will you guys be able to make it?"

"We can, can't we bud?" Hiccup asked, as he and Stoick rode their dragons after her, with Astrid flying alongside them on Stormfly and the twins keeping up behind them on Barf and Belch, whilst Snotlout followed idly on Hookfang and finally Fishlegs and brought up the end of the group on Meatlug. Eventually, they came across an island that after a quick scout, Snowcap deemed to be safe for them and they all let their dragon's land and the group ate and rested whilst Caverna sat on top of a rock with Snowcap lying beside her, stroking her dragon's scales. However, when Toothless joined them, Caverna gave them some privacy and she walked over to the edge of the cliff that they were near, and her hands rested on either handle of her swords, as she looked out over the sea.

"_Are you alright Snowdrop?"_ Stormfly asked as she lay on the other side of her.

"_Yeah, I'm okay; I just worry for my rider."_ She looked over at Caverna. "_She's worried for her family."_

Stormfly looked over at Caverna, as did Toothless, before they both looked at Snowdrop.

"_We will be back at your village soon, and then everything will be alright." _Toothless told her.

Snowdrop nodded, knowing that Toothless was right and she lay her head down on the ground, as both Toothless and Stormfly done the same, putting their heads close to hers.

Astrid and Hiccup watched their dragons and they smiled at each other, glad that Toothless had found someone of his own kind but that both he and Stormfly were treating her like she belonged here.

"They're getting on really well aren't they?" Astrid asked him as she watched the three dragons all lying together.

"Yeah they are." Hiccup smiled.

"You don't think that Toothless and Snowcap would mate, do you?"

"It's a possibility, I mean, Snowcap is ten years old, Toothless is about our age, they are both the right age and the obviously like each other." Hiccup shrugged.

"That's true, and Night Furies are still rare, I mean we've only found two until now." Astrid looked over at them. "I can't believe Caverna got in front of Hookfang, Hookfang could have killed her."

"I know, that was certainly different, I mean when Hookfang is angry not even I would get in front of her."

"I guess, if you love your dragon enough, you'll do anything to keep them safe."

"Yeah, that's true; I mean I'd get in between Toothless and another dragon if he was going to get hurt, just like you'd do the same for Stormfly."

"And then you'd pull me out of the way." She told him teasingly.

"Of course I would, because you're my girlfriend and I don't want to lose you." He told her, gently kissing her lips.

Astrid smiled at her boyfriend, returning his kiss, before she rested her head against him and settled down to rest.

After a few hours rest, they all set off again, towards Caverna's island, with Stoick flying right alongside her.

"Caverna, what are your parents like?" Stoick asked her.

"My father is the chief of the tribe, he is known as Brock the Charismatic." She told him, looking over at him. "That's why our problems started, my father is too kind, he took him in and my mother is no better, she nursed him to health and well you know how he has repaid us." She sighed.

"I know your father well; we were boys together before he left Berk." Stoick told her. "We were good friends."

"I know, my father told me of a man, Stoick the Vast, he said that he would help us, or know someone who could." Caverna told him.

Stoick smiled softly at her. "What are you siblings like; you mentioned having a brother and a sister."

"Yes, I've got an older twin brother Eridor, and a younger sister Eleanor, but only my brother and I are dragon riders, my sister doesn't like flying." Caverna told him with a fond smile.

"Your family sounds like they are really close to each other." Stoick told her.

"Well, we siblings are close to one another and our mother, but we aren't close to our father, he thinks that my brother and I are too unruly." Caverna sighed. "We only seem like this so we can look after the village."

"Your father has lost his fight, hasn't he?" Stoick asked.

"Yes, he lost is a few years ago, since then Eridor and I have been trying to run the village and getting ourselves trained to deal with what's happening as well as trying to look after everyone." She sighed. "I don't know how you do it Stoick."

Stoick smiled. "Well, I don't have a raging lunatic terrorising the village." He reminded her.

"That's true." She sighed.

Things went well from there for the riders as they flew over the seas, everything was quiet, and occasionally they would ask Caverna questions about her life and the village where she was taking them too. It had now been four days of flying, and they were close to Caverna's home, which she seemed grateful for. They made their last stop on another abandoned island, or so they thought was abandoned, since Snotlout went to check it out for them. As they all sat around a fire, each one having either a drink of water or some food, as the dragons all lounged around, getting themselves comfortable. However, just as they were about to fully relax, Toothless, Hookfang, Meatlug, Stormfly and Skullcrusher all looked up in alarm.

"What's the matter bud?" Hiccup asked, standing up and walking over to Toothless, who had suddenly curled himself around Snowcap.

"What's the matter girl?" Astrid asked, running over to Stormfly.

As everyone else ran over to their dragons to try and calm them down as they got more and more nervous, Caverna noticed something running towards them and she stood up. It was a purple Deadly Nadder, and Hiccup and Astrid before called for her to get out of the way but she didn't, instead she found herself pinned beneath it by one of its feet. Just as the others were about to attack the Nadder, Snowcap shot out from where Toothless had tried to hide her and she pounced on the Nadder the pair of them rolling around snapping at each other but it wasn't fighting, they looked to be playing.

"What in the name of Gods?" Fishlegs asked as Caverna stood up and dusted herself down. "Okay, get out here and get or dragon." Caverna spoke, well more like called to the trees.

"Caverna, there is no one there." Tuffnut told her.

"Eridor, get out here, now." Cavern carried on, and sure enough a burly looking man walked out from behind a rock.

"Dear sister, you really must stop that." He told Caverna and the siblings stood side by side, and they both whistled.

It was a strange whistle, it sounded hollow and ghostly, but it still stopped the dragons from play fighting and Snowcap walked over to Caverna whilst the Nadder walked over to the man, now known as Eridor.

When the dragons had returned to their owners, and the other dragons had recognised the new dragon to not be a threat, they all started to calm down.

"You travel with quite a pack sister." Eridor told her as he looked around at the group.

"Eridor, I wish to introduce the people who shall help our village." Caverna told him, and she gestured to each man and woman in turn giving them their name and the name of their dragon.

Eridor bowed his head to them. "My name is Eridor, son of Brock, soon to be chief of the Destroyer Tribe, and this is my Deadly Nadder, Lightning." He told them, his voice rang with authority. "Our father spoke greatly of you Stoick the Vast; it is an honour to meet you in the flesh."

Stoick bowed his head. "It is an honour to meet you Eridor." The two men shared a handshake.

Eridor nodded. "I must say sister, I expected you to be quicker, and after all you are the only one to ride a Nightfury."

"Do not torment her Eridor, you know how she gets." Caverna told him as she scratched the top of her dragon's head.

Eridor rolled his eyes, before he climbed onto the back of Lightning, looking at the group. "Shall we ride on or do you all need a few more moments rest?"

"We can ride on now, how far is Crendor?" Stoick asked.

"About, an hour and a half's dragons ride." Eridor told him.

"Then let's go." Stoick gestured for the others to get onto their dragons and when they did, they flew off after the siblings.

They reached the island in good time, the sun had reached its highest, signalling that it was noon, and upon their dragon's landing, Eridor and Caverna were pounced on by a swarm of people, all of them talking at once, and it surprised the group with how quick they were able to deal with it and make sense of it.

"Is it always like that?" Hiccup asked Caverna.

"Not always, especially if we bring visitors, I guess they had a good omen whilst we were gone." Caverna told them.

"So what do we do?" Astrid asked her.

"You might want to meet our mother and father." Eridor told them, just as there was a loud crash and a bellowing voice.

"Eridor, Caverna!"

"Uh-oh, he's angry." Caverna looked at her brother. "You didn't tell him did you?"

"Well you were away for a long time." Eridor told her.

She sighed, looking at her brother. "Take the dragons to the stables; I need to take them up to the house." She looked back at the group of Berkians that she had brought with her. "My brother will ensure that your dragons are comfortable."

"Good luck." Eridor told her once he led all of the dragons away, and Caverna led the group along paths until they got to a house on the cliff. This was going to be fun.


	5. Meeting the Family

Upon getting to the house, Caverna pulled her hood and mask down before she opened the door, and when the door was open, she strode inside.

"Mother, father!" She called out, and then there was a sound that reminded people of a stampede of yak and a woman came through a door to their left.

"Caverna, where in god's name have you been?" The woman asked.

"I went to do what I said that I would." She told her, gesturing to the group behind her. "I went to get help."

"Your father and I have been worried sick."

"I know, and I'm sorry that I've been away for longer than I promised, but I had to be, she was hurt."

"Oh that infernal dragon, she will get you into trouble one day." The woman told her, and before Cavern could reply, she cut her off, looking at the people with her. "Hello, I'm Helena."

"Hello Helena, I'm Stoick, and this is my son Hiccup and his girlfriend Astrid, and their friends Snotlout, Fishlegs, Ruffnut and Tuffnut." Stoick told her, gesturing to each of the teens as he said their name.

"Stoick the Vast, it's been a while since I've heard your gruff voice."

The noise came from a man, who was tall like Stoick as well as bulky, but with dark brunette hair and a thick beard.

"Ah, Brock, Caverna told me that you were having some troubles."

"Nothing that we can't handle."

"Hah!" Caverna told him. "That's your stupidest lie yet."

"Caverna, enough, now take your other friends to meet your sister." Helena told her, watching her daughter bow her head and lead the rest of the teens down a flight of stairs to a door, and once she was told to come in, she led them into the room.

Inside, the room was plain, with a bed, chest of drawers, a shelf which held a small range of books and there was a girl stood by the window.

"Sister, I'm home." Caverna spoke. "I've brought some people who have come to help us."

At hearing the voice, the girl turned around, showing a heavily pregnant and young girl, who looked no older than sixteen, with dark flowing hair and a pretty face which held both childish features yet looked filled by the late stage of pregnancy that she was obviously experiencing.

"Caverna, mother and father had been worried sick." She scolded her obviously older sister.

"I know, and I'm sorry, but I have people who are here to help the village." She gestured to the group. "This is Hiccup, Astrid, Snotlout, Fishlegs, Ruffnut and Tuffnut." She gestured to each person in turn.

"It's a pleasure to meet you." Astrid smiled. "Your older sister told us a lot about you."

The girl nodded. "I bet she didn't tell you my name though." She laughed as everyone went quiet in slight guilt. "My name is Eleanor."

The group spent most of the night talking to Eleanor and they kept her company throughout the night, before they all had to go to bed, with Caverna showing everyone to their rooms, the twins sharing a room, Hiccup and Stoick shared a room, and so did Fishlegs and Snotlout, whilst Astrid shared a room with Caverna. For once they all shared a decent night sleep, except for Caverna who remained sitting by the door to keep an ear out for any sounds of an attack.

Meanwhile, down in the dragon stable, Toothless and Snowcap were sharing a stall together, and he was watching her as she pulled straw closer to her, in order to make a bed.

"_Toothless_?"

"_Yes Snowcap_?" He asked, looking over at her.

"_I know this is weird, but have you ever mated with anyone before_?" She asked, her cheeks gaining a red blush.

"_No I haven't...Why_?"

"_Oh, um no reason, I was just, um, it doesn't matter_." She moved to lie down on her pile of straw, and she watched Toothless lie down across the stall from her.

"_Can you lie over here with me_?" She asked him quietly and sheepishly as she looked over at him.

"_Is that what you want_?" He asked, and at her nod, he got up and wandered over to him, moving to lie behind her and he put his head next to hers, resting a wing over her. At feeling his wing go over her she gave a smile that he couldn't see, but she also leant into him, snuggling close as they both fell into a comfortable sleep. Meanwhile, in the pen which held Eridor's Nadder, Lightning, and Stormfly, they were both on different sides of the pen grooming themselves, almost refusing to so much as look at each other. Although, in the end, it was Stormfly who started a conversation with the male Deadly Nadder.

"_So, you and Snowcap?"_ She asked.

"_What about us?"_ Like Eridor his voice rang with some form of authority and Stormfly realised that out of him and the Nightfury, he was the dominant dragon in this village.

"_You two look pretty close."_

"_We are, she is my only family, besides my rider and his sisters."_ Lightning told her as he moved to lay down in the straw on his side of the pen.

"_So you aren't mates then?"_ Stormfly asked as she too lay down on the straw in her side of the pen.

"_No, I care for her as a sister too much to make her my mate, and anyway a Deadly Nadder and a Nightfury are an unusual mix."_

_"__That is true."_ Stormfly mused, before she looked over the dragon's body, and she saw the numerous amounts of scars he had that were left over from the cuts and bites that he had been given throughout his life. "_Where did you get those?"_

Lightning looked down at his scars, before he looked at her. "_The man who comes here, has an army each one has a dragon, I defend my family and my home, the scars are trivial."_ He seemed to just shrug them off like they were nothing.

"_Well don't worry, you have me, my friends and our riders here now, we will help you and your riders defend your home." _Stormfly promised as she laid her head down and slowly fell asleep, still watching the Deadly Nadder who seemed to interest her very much.


	6. Death

**Just to clear something up, Hookfang is a girl dragon (just watch how to train your dragon: a gift of the night fury) it will explain **

The next morning, Astrid found Caverna asleep with her head against the wall, since she had stayed sitting in that chair the whole night, and she quietly got up and walked over, shaking her right shoulder.

"Caverna, wake up, its morning." Astrid told her, and she watched the girl blink her eyes open.

"Did I fall asleep?" Caverna asked.

Astrid nodded. "You needed it; you hadn't slept for the whole journey back here."

"I usually don't sleep at all; I'm usually trying to save my village from being burnt down by the people who wish to destroy our home." She told her as she got to her feet, stretching as she yawned. When they were fully awake, they walked up to the top floor and sat with the rest of Astrid's friends as they ate breakfast. However, they didn't fail to notice that neither Caverna nor Eridor ate.

"Caverna, Eridor, why don't you join us?" Ruffnut asked, batting her eyelashes at Eridor, who didn't fail to notice.

"No thank you, we have jobs to do, and I suggest if you're all here to help then you should do the same." He told them, putting his jacket of spikes on as he left the room.

"Moody much?" Snotlout asked.

"Pay no heed to my brother, he's always like this in the morning, but Ruffnut, I wouldn't put your hopes up with trying to impress him, every girl has tried and most have failed...Sometimes the same girl on more than one occasion." Caverna told them.

"You said most." Ruffnut pointed out. "So, I have a chance?"

"A limited one, but he swore off love a long time ago." Caverna told them, standing up. "When everyone is finished, I'll meet you all in the town centre."

"How do we know where that is?" Tuffnut asked.

"Just look for me, I can't blend in with a crowd." She told them, before she pulled her hood up and left them to finish their breakfast.

When Caverna was gone, the group decided to talk amongst themselves.

"So, what do you guys think actually goes on here?" Ruffnut asked.

"What do you mean?" Astrid asked her.

"Well come on, they obviously don't get attacked, their village is intact." Tuffnut told them.

"In case it has escaped your minds, Caverna's family sleep under the house." Astrid told them.

"Astrid's right and you only do that if something i going to happen to your home, such as having it burnt down." Hiccup told them.

"So, why do they sleep under ground again?" Ruffnut asked again, which had both Astrid and Hiccup face palm themselves.

"Forget it." Hiccup told them, before he sighed. "I feel sorry for her."

"Why?" Snotlout asked.

"Because she and her brother run everything around here, and well we've seen what's happened with her sister, maybe she feels like her brother did before he left just then."

"What, moody?" Snotlout asked.

"No, stressed and unhappy." Hiccup told him.

"But we are going to help, right?" Astrid asked the group.

"Of course, I mean someone as pretty as Caverna shouldn't have to deal with things like this." Fishlegs told them, before he went bright red at realising what he had said. "I mean...Um..."

"Ooo, Fishlegs had a crush." Ruffnut teased, causing the boy to go bright red.

"Come on; leave him alone, it's perfectly fine to have a crush on someone." Snotlout told them. "But he knows that he doesn't stand a chance."

"Snotlout, Caverna won't touch you with a barge pole, you know that." Astrid told him as she stood up and put her breakfast dishes into the bucket that had been left for them, before she watched the others do the same, and they all left the house, walking towards where they could see Caverna, in her usual suit and she and Eridor were handing out what looked like rations to the villagers that stood in a line in front of them.

"Are those rations?" Astrid whispered.

"It looks like it, wow; things must be really bad here." Hiccup told her as they walked over to Caverna and Eridor.

"Caverna, what can we do to help?" Astrid asked her when they were close enough.

"I need you to do a scout, but only four of you need to do it." She told her. "The rest need to remain in the village."

"Okay, will we need our dragons?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes, one needs to go north into the hills, Hiccup could do that one Toothless, one needs to go west to the beach, that could be the twins on Barf and Belch, someone needs to go East to the farmlands, that could be Snotlout on his dragon, and then Fishlegs and Astrid can stay with me and Eridor."

"Um, you forgot south, duh!" Snotlout told her.

"There isn't anything to find out in sea Snotlout." She told him, with a roll of her eyes. "Look for anything that could be out of balance, such as people lying on the ground and not answering if you say something."

"Whatever." Snotlout mused, walking off with Hiccup, Ruff, Tuff and Eridor, who showed them to where the dragons were, and Astrid, Fishlegs and Caverna went back to giving out food rations.

Meanwhile, in the stable, Toothless woke up with a smile on his face as he noticed Snowcap curled into him and still fast asleep. It looked as if it was still dark due to the panels of wood that made up the shell of the stables, but he still managed to find the pile of fish that were set out in a pyramid at the far end of the stall. So being careful, he got up without jostling the sleeping dragon too much, and he walked over to the pile of fish, throwing one towards her for each one that he ate. Soon enough, the scent of fish was enough to wake her up and Snowcap stirred.

"_Toothless_?" She asked.

"_I'm here Snowcap, I have split the pile of fish that we have been given, though I admit there is very little_." Toothless told her.

"_There will be, even we dragons are rationed, we hardly have enough food to feed the humans of the village_." Snowcap told him, eating the small amount of fish in front of her, before she stood up and nuzzled him.

Toothless nuzzled her back, accidentally pushing her over onto her back, and he froze realising what their position suggested and he moved away from her, watching her get back onto her feet.

"_I'm sorry; I don't know what came over me_." Toothless told her, as he blushed a deep red colour.

"_It's okay Toothless_." She told him, walking over and sitting in front of him. "_I know that we've only know each other for a few days, but, well, I wanted to ask you if we could be mates_."

Toothless looked at her wondering if she was actually asking what he thought she was, and when she cocked her head, he knew that she was telling him the truth. "_We can be mates, Snowcap_."

She gave him a goofy smile, before she licked his cheek just as the door to the barn opened and Hiccup, Snotlout, Ruff, Tuff and Eridor walked in.

"Hey Toothless, buddy." Hiccup smiled and Snowcap watched as Toothless ran over and nuzzled him.

Ruff and Tuff went to get their dragon, as Snotlout done the same thing, before they waited outside as Eridor got Snowcap, Stormfly and Meatlug outside and had Snowcap lead them off towards where their riders were, but before Snowcap could get too far away, Toothless ran after her and nuzzled her, before they gave each other a loving lick to their cheeks.

"Awe, that's just sweet." Ruffnut told them with a smile, and when she noticed the surprised looks she got she shrugged. "What?"

"You don't usually call anything sweet." Hiccup pointed out.

"Well, I'm trying to be girly." She shrugged. "But I don't like it." She got onto her dragon had as her brother done the same, and she flew off along with Tuffnut, Hiccup and Snotlout as Eridor followed the dragons back towards where Caverna was just finishing off giving out rations.

"How did we do?" He asked as Fishlegs and Astrid walked over to their dragons, and Snowcap joined her rider.

"We did well, we had enough, just." She sighed. "We can't carry on like this, we need more supplies."

"And where will we get them from Caverna? There is nothing left." Eridor shouted.

"Do not treat me like some deaf child." She warned her brother, the twins squaring each other up despite Eridor being taller than his sister.

"Whoa, hey come on guys don't fight, look what else do we have to do?" Astrid asked, trying to keep the peace between the twins.

"We need to visit people in their homes, to make sure that they are alright." Caverna told them.

"Great, let's go and do that." Fishlegs told them.

"Alright, Astrid you start on the left, Eridor the right, Fishlegs and I will take the middle, all meet back here afterwards."

"Okay, can our dragons come with us?" Fishlegs asked.

"Of course, as long as they don't mind walking." Caverna told them as she started to walk away, Snowcap at her heals and Fishlegs followed close behind.

As they walked around the village, Fishlegs decided to get to know more about Caverna, s he decided to keep her talking.

"How long have you had Snowcap then?"

"Since she was an egg, she's ten years old now, and I found her when my brother and I had reached eight years of age." She smiled at the memory. "We were climbing the cliff that stands near our home and on the way up, we found a nest, and two eggs were inside it though they looked really different to each other."

"Really?" He asked. "What did the Nightfury egg look like?"

"t was midnight blue, with a lighter blue colour from the markings, but did you know that when they are born, Night furies aren't actually the colour she is now?" Caverna asked.

"Really?" Fishlegs asked.

"Yes, they are blue, not sky blue, but this flower blue." She picked up a flower which was a deep blue.

Fishlegs took the flower and he admired it for a few minutes, before he tucked it behind her left ear. "There, it matches your eyes."

Caverna gained a soft blush to her cheeks. "Um, thank you Fishlegs." She gave him a smile, before she carried on with their checks. When everything was done, she joined Astrid and Eridor back in the town centre, and they were soon joined by the others, and Caverna seemed surprised when Toothless and Snowcap shared a loving nuzzle.

"Looks like someone, has finally found a mate." Caverna smiled at her dragon who gave her a nod.

"So, what happens now?" Ruffnut asked.

"Well, now we can go and find somewhere to relax before the next hand out of rations." Eridor told them, as he climbed back onto the back of his dragon and his sister done the same.

"Come on, we know the perfect place, and we get a great view of the village." When everyone was on their dragons, they all flew off; following Eridor ad Caverna to the top of a mountain where there was a large grass verge and they all set their dragons down on it. It didn't take long, for everyone to lie down on the grass and find that they were falling into a state of relaxation, especially Fishlegs. However, the twins managed to stay awake, as did Caverna, Eridor, Astrid and Hiccup.

They weren't able to relax for long, before a loud horn sounded through the mountains, jolting everyone into a sitting position and they all looked around frozen.

Uh, what was that?" Tuffnut asked.

"The call, something is wrong." Eridor told them as he stood up and he held his hand out to the side, Lightning flying up into the sky, before he hovered in front of his rider so he only had to jump off of the cliff edge and he would land on his dragon.

"Eridor, our sister..." Caverna only got that far before her brother flew off and she whistled, Snowcap running and letting Caverna jump onto her back, and the other teens followed her as they flew back towards the village.

When she got to the centre of the village, Caverna had dismounted before Snowcap had gotten within a metre of the ground and the group soon joined her, as they were met by an old man who was obviously an elder.

"What is it?" Caverna asked her voice urgent and worried.

"Your sister, it is time for her child to be born." The Elder told her, and this had Caverna breaking into a run towards her home and Snowcap tried to follow her rider, but the Elder grabbed her neck, ignoring the growl that this elicited from Toothless, as he stopped the dragon from following.

"No Snowcap, you stay here with the rest of the dragons."

As the other teens looked around they noticed that the whole village had joined them as they waited for news upon the birth. And after a few hours, they looked to finally be getting some, as everyone stood up as they saw figures approaching and the sound of babies crying followed, however no one from the village rejoiced. Especially, not when they saw Caverna get thrown to the floor in front of them and Snowcap growled in a warning to Caverna's father as he was the one to throw her to the floor. However, everyone looked on as three nursemaids walked forward carrying three bundles of blankets.

"Brock?" The Elder asked.

"Triplets, my daughter gave birth to triplets, they are all sisters." Brock told the crowd, and everyone from the village gasped, before Brock started speaking again. "Give me a knife Caverna."

"No."

"Caverna, do as I say." Brock ordered, watching his daughter stand up.

"I would rather slit my own throat." She told him, but this caused another Viking, grabbed her and another pulled a knife from her suit, and Hiccup realised what they were going to do, as Brock walked over to the three babies and Astrid got an idea of their place when he pulled her so that her face was buried in his chest. When it was eventually over, they all noticed Astrid look at her father with nothing but hatred.

"I will never consider you to be anything to me now." She told him, her voice layered with venom and she walked back towards her home. The group watched her leave, and Hiccup looked down at Astrid who had suddenly started crying, and he brought her somewhere where they could sit down.

"Hey, it's alright Astrid." Hiccup soothed, looking up to see Toothless, Stormfly and Snowcap joining them. "Look, the dragons have come to see if you're okay."

Astrid looked up at the dragons, giving them a weak smile, before she went back to sniffling with her head against Hiccup's chest. "He just...He just killed them...His own grandchildren...Because they were daughters...That shouldn't matter." She managed to choke out.

"I know, but we need to be strong now and keep in mind that they have gone to a better place, somewhere where they are safe an won't be rationed like everyone else is." He told her, rubbing her back. He stayed there with her until she had stopped crying, and then they decided to try and find everyone else.


	7. Attack

The day seemed to pass so much more slowly, Hiccup, Astrid, Fishlegs, Snotlout, Ruffnut and Tuffnut seemed to be in deep shock at having to watch what Brock did to his grandchildren, in fact the only person who was fine was Stoick, and he had spent the past half an hour explaining why the children were killed in the first place. Something about it preventing the man who attacks the village from ruining anymore lives. However, now everyone was sitting outside of Caverna's home, listening to the sobbing that came from her sister. It felt like forever until the door opened and everyone stood up and Caverna walked out, sliding her jacket back on and fastening it, though she stopped just before she stood on Snotlout.

"How is she?" Astrid asked.

"Eleanor's going to be okay, she cried herself to sleep on my lap." Caverna told her, and she looked emotionless but in a scary way.

"And how are you doing?" Fishlegs asked her.

"I'll be fine." She told him. "But thank you for thinking of me, no one else in this village does." She told him.

"Why?"

"Because I'm not my brother, I'm his twin but I'm a girl, barren at the least and unable to marry at the most." She shrugged.

"Why is that?" Astrid asked.

"Well duh Astrid, producing an heir to the family is the whole thing about marriage." Snotlout told her with a roll of his eyes.

"Unfortunately, he's right, but marriage isn't exactly on my list of priorities." Caverna told her. "Now come on, we have a village council meeting to go to."

The group of teens all walked down into the village, as Caverna strapped her swords to her belt and them son met up with a man.

"Garforth, I need you to make notes of the number of supplies that we have left, we need to know what situation we are going to be in for this winter." Caverna told him.

"Yes Caverna, I'll get right on it." The man nodded, walking away to what only could be known as the food store house.

When they eventually came to the Great Hall, Caverna pushed the doors open to reveal a hall that looked almost like the one back on Berk, but with a lot less people inside. That was when they noticed that the dragons had also joined the meeting. With Toothless sat beside Stoick and Snowcap and Stormfly sitting with them. Stoick was trying to calm everyone down since they were all talking at once, while Eridor simply sat in a high backed chair watching the commotion. Caverna raised an eyebrow as she watched everyone, before she simply moved to stand on top of the long table that everyone was gathered around, and she walked towards the head of it, her hands behind her back and her head held high, and she walked with purpose, but also so the only sound was her tap of her footsteps against the hard wood of the table. As she walked along the table, everyone stopped talking and looked at her, in silence.

"Is this how you treat a chief?" Caverna asked them. "The people of Crendor do not act like impatient animals in front of a guest." She warned them as she got onto the head f the table and she got back onto the stone flooring of the Great Hall.

"He isn't our chief." One man shouted.

"In fact, our chief is too busy living in his own world to help his people." A woman seconded.

"That's enough; we don't need my father to run this village whilst my brother and I can do it." Caverna told them, just as the door opened and the man that she had spoken to earlier walked in. "Ah, Garforth, what is the situation regarding our food stores?" She asked.

"We have a small problem; we only have enough meat to be rationed for the next few weeks." Garforth told her.

"That is no way enough to survive the winter." A man spoke up.

"We are going to starve!" A woman shrieked.

"Now everyone, calm down!" Caverna shouted, before she looked over at Snowcap and gave her a nod, covering her ears as Snowcap gave off a loud roar which stopped everyone in their tracks. "Thank you, now everyone, please stop panicking, that just means that we will live off of yak milk and eggs for the winter and use the meat sparingly." Caverna told them.

"Then that means you also have to cut back Caverna." Another man shouted.

"Hey, we all know what happens if she doesn't get the right amount of meat that she needs, is that what you all want, for our best warrior and shield maiden to succumb to a dangerous illness and be unable to defend us?" The man known as Garforth spoke up. This caused the people gathered to murmur amongst them, before they all agreed that they should speak no more on the matter.

When the townspeople went back outside, Caverna was grabbed by her brother, who pulled her aside.

"When were you going to tell them that you have stopped eating, in order to save this town?"

"When it is relevant, as of now, it isn't." She told him, shaking her arm free. "I'm fine Eridor, not like anyone in this village would care if I suddenly didn't get back up."

Eridor didn't say anything to disprove his sister's words, and they joined the other teens that were stood at the table. Fishlegs looked at Caverna as he leant against the table, she looked ill and no one had noticed.

"Caverna, are you alright?" He asked.

"I'm fine Fishlegs." She told him, straightening up her posture as everyone else began to notice, and she walked over to her dragon who was watching her intently.

Snowcap watched Caverna, and she noticed how Fishlegs looked at her rider, so she gave off a growl, which got him to back off.

"Easy, girl." Caverna told her, stroking her scales, before she looked back at the others, though as she was about to speak, the room suddenly jolted and everyone fell to the floor, though they were all helped to their feet by their dragons.

"Uh, what was that?" Ruffnut asked.

"He's here." Caverna told them, and she moved to pull her hood up and fasten her mask over her mouth and nose. "You don't have to help, but if you want to and can, it would be very much appreciated." She got onto her dragon's back, just as her brother got onto Lightning's back.

As they were about to leave, Hiccup and Astrid joined their side on their dragon, and Fishlegs done the same, as did Stoick, in fact the only person left behind was Snotlout who seemed determined not to help. Snowcap looked at Toothless and she gave him a small toothless smile, just as Caverna looked back at her friends who had joined them and she smiled behind her mask, before the doors were blown open the dragons flew out and Caverna and Eridor joined the fight, just as Hiccup and his friends did.

The fight was horrendous, and Hiccup and his friends were all finding it hard to keep up the fight, and a few times, Eridor and Caverna helped them in order to stop them from getting killed by the intruders of the village. However, things became harder, when Hiccup and Caverna noticed who Astrid was fighting, and it was the man who had first started the whole attack on the village in the first place. This seriously worried Hiccup, and when he saw Astrid hit the floor, he grew worried.

"Astrid!"

Caverna turned around to see what had happened and she ran towards her friend, finding them near the edge of the cliff which held nothing below it but the ocean and rocks, and she suddenly tackled the man to the floor, and the two got into a punch up, as Astrid got up. At seeing the fight between Caverna and the man, the other fights stopped and they watched what was happening, Astrid managed to get up and she ran over to Hiccup as he joined them, sliding her arms around him, before they both watched the fight. Caverna was getting the upper hand, before the man suddenly delivered a swift punch to her jaw, and this caused her to hit the floor, spitting out blood, before Snowcap suddenly pounced on the man, before he threw her off and almost over the edge of the cliff, yet she managed to hold on, and she dodged his attacks with his axe as Caverna got herself up, and she picked up her own swords, just as the man delivered a blow to Snowcap's shoulder, causing her to cry out in pain and as he was about to strike her again, Toothless tried to intervene, a monstrous nightmare, suddenly tackled him and they started to fight as the nightmare stopped Toothless from getting closer. However, despite Toothless not being able to help, Caverna could, and before he could strike her dragon again, she lunged at him, and grabbed the axe straight out of his hand and she slid along the floor into her dragon, holding the axe close to herself.

"Come no Caverna, give me back my axe and I will make this painless for you." The man told her.

"I don't think so." She told him, standing up, holding his axe tightly. "I refuse to let you hurt anyone else."

The man laughed. "You think that you have the ability to stop me?" He asked through his laughter. "Caverna, you can't do anything to me, you're just a girl."

"I'm not just a girl, I'm a shield maiden." She told him. "I challenge you to a final battle, here, tomorrow night. The winner gets to rule the village, the loser is dead."

"I accept your challenge, upon one condition, no weapons, no armour, which means you little leather ensemble, can't be worn." He gestures to what she was wearing.

"I accept your condition, now leave this village." She told him.

The man gave her a mocking bow, before he called hi dragon and it left Toothless alone, to run to Snowcap and nuzzle her, and he flew off, taking his axe with him. Caverna watched him go, her eyes like steel, and her body stiff and bleeding, yet she didn't notice nor did she notice the look the villagers gave her. It was one to show that she was going to be in trouble after this, but at that moment she didn't care.


	8. Realisation

"Are you crazy child?"

The question came from Caverna's father as they all stood in the village square around a bonfire, Eridor, Eleanor, Stoick, Helena, Astrid, Hiccup, Fishlegs, Ruffnut, Tuffnut and Snotlout were there too.

"I don't see why you care." Caverna told him as she held a wet rag to a cut in her lip; she had long since taken her dragon to the healers and then left her under the watchful eye of Toothless.

"Because, you're our daughter!" Brock suddenly thundered.

"And yet for the past few years you haven't paid attention to me." Caverna told him, she had remained the vision of calm right now. "All my achievements were given to Eridor, even though he does nothing but sit in his little throne in the Great Hall and watch."

"Do not say such lies of your older brother, Caverna; he does more for this village than any of you." Helena told her daughter, her voice becoming angry at how her son was being treated by his twin.

"Oh go and choke the pair of you, the two of you and your perfect son can go to hell." She told them, walking off, though she still looked quite calm. She soon made it up to her room, and she took off her leather top and lay it on her bed, with the knives set out on her chest of drawers, before she took off her shirt, and lay that on her bed so she was only in her leather pants and her breast restraints and she looked in her mirror at her scars that she had sustained over the years as well as the fresh cuts that she had received that night.

As she set about cleaning them, with a bowl of water that she found in her room and a rag, she heard a knock on her bedroom door.

"Yes?" She turned around to find Fishlegs stood in the doorway, his large frame took up the entire doorway and they both froze.

Caverna wasn't normally self conscious when it came to being caught in just her breast binds, but this time she dashed to her shirt and pulled it on.

"Fishlegs, sorry, I thought you were someone else..." She told him.

"Like who, Tuffnut, or Snotlout?"

"Please don't make me vomit, but no I thought you were Astrid." She told him, wincing as the shirt got stuck to the latest cuts.

"It's okay, you can keep your shirt off, and I'll help you clean them." He told her, he offered, and when she nodded and peeled her shirt off again, he moved to stand in front of her, and he used the rag that she had been using to clean the wounds.

"Thank you for this Fishlegs."

He looked at her. "You're welcome Caverna." He gave her a soft smile which she returned. They stayed like that, with Fishlegs cleaning her wounds in silence, and then he helped her to dress them in fresh bandages, before slid her shirt on over herself.

"You know, beside those scars, and your inability to have children, any man would be lucky to have you." Fishlegs told her.

"Thank you Fishlegs." She told him kissing his cheek, however, deciding to be brave, he turned around at the moment that she went in for the kiss and their lips ended up connecting.

At feeling the spark which came from the connection of their lips, neither one decided to break the kiss and they fell into it, Caverna sliding her arms around Fishlegs' neck to pull her closer as his hands settled on her waist.

They pulled out of the kiss pretty quickly as they felt someone watching them and they looked at the doorway, noticing Astrid standing there.

"Astrid." Fishlegs breathed, moving away from Caverna.

"Oh please, don't stop on my account, I just came to see how you were feeling Caverna."

"I'm feeling alright Astrid, Fishlegs helped me by cleaning the wounds." Caverna told her.

"I bet he helped." She told them playfully, causing Fishlegs to go beetroot, and for Caverna to gain a soft blush to her cheeks. "Anyway, I'll see you both for dinner?"

"You'll see Fishlegs, I'm going to go and spend some time with Snowcap." Caverna told them.

"Are you sure?"

"Positive." Caverna nodded, and the group headed outside, as there was a cry from near the food storage. "What's going on?" Caverna asked, before she took off running towards where the cry had come from, and what she found, made her freeze, just as it did for the rest of the village and Hiccup, Stoick and their friends.

Inside the food storage, lounging on an empty sack was Snotlout, there were discarded bones on the floor which had once been full of meat, and empty sacks of what had been fruit and grains, even the fruit baskets and the bottles of yak's milk and the bottles of mead were lying empty and discarded on the floor.

"Oh, hey guys." Snotlout shouted upon seeing his friends and he was obviously drunk.

"Snotlout, have you eaten everything?" Astrid asked.

"Yep." He smiled proudly and drunkenly. "But don't worry, they have more food."

"No we don't." Caverna told him. "This was our ration stock Snotlout, there isn't any more food left on the island."

"The boy had allowed us to starve!" Came a cry, and it was from the man that Caverna had spoken to earlier – Garforth.

At his voice, the whole village became a panic, everyone running around fretting about what they will do now since the winter was nearly here and now they had nothing.

"Everyone, please, just calm down." Caverna told them. "We still have the chickens and the yaks, they can just provide us with more eggs and milk, and we will survive the winter. I promise you."

"How, you so called saviours have eaten all of our food!" A woman shouted.

"They never meant to help us in the first place!" A man shouted, as the villagers surrounded Caverna, who had been forced to stand upon a block in order to stop people being too close for her comfort. From her new vantage point, Caverna noticed her brother who was stood leaning against a post, Lightning stood beside him, and he looked like he was just going to stay there, he didn't offer any assistance to his little sister, even though he could see that she needed it.

"Look, we can send all of them away now, the rest are going to help us, and they will, but Snotlout and his dragon can be sent home." Caverna told them. "He will be sent home tomorrow, when he has sobered up."

This seemed to please the crowd, who all left to go back to their homes, despite being starving and in need of food and Caverna sighed, her village was in big trouble and right now she was on her own, she was deep in thought as she looked out upon her village, so when she heard Astrid's voice, she jumped out of her skin.

"Caverna, you should go and rest." Astrid told her. "You have a fight to win tomorrow."

"I know." She sighed. "I'm just going to check on my dragon first, then I'll go to bed, you guys go and get some sleep though."

She then walked away, towards the healer's stable where Snowcap was lying on a stone which was raised off of the ground by logs and she looked fragile and weak as she slept with bandages wrapped around her wounds to try and stem the bleeding that remained through her stitches. Toothless was lying on his own raised bed, which the healers had kindly set up for him and he was watching Snowcap sleep, nuzzling her when he noticed any signs of discomfort. When he heard her enter, Toothless started to growl in warning, but was soon silenced as he recognised the scent.

"Easy Toothless." Caverna told him, stroking him as she looked at her sleeping dragon. "How is she?"

Toothless gave her a small quiet whine to show that Snowcap was in a bad way, and he heard the sigh that Caverna made.

"Will you keep watch over her tonight?" She asked him, and as he nodded, she kissed him on the top of his head and then walked away towards her home. She hated to leave her dragon, but she recognised that she would be safe in Toothless' claws. When she was about to leave the stable, she found Stormfly walking towards the stable, and the two bowed their heads to each other.

"Look after each other for me." She whispered to the female Nadder as she stroked her cheek. "You're a pretty girl Stormfly." She told her, before she walked away; she walked through the whole village, checking everyone and everything.

This failed to go unnoticed by Astrid, who, whilst waiting for Caverna to come back, was sitting outside of her house with Hiccup.

"You're worried about her, aren't you?" Hiccup asked his girlfriend as he moved to sit beside her.

"Yeah, she doesn't eat, she certainly doesn't sleep much and she looks ill, Hiccup she is working herself into an early grave and no one but us two are able to see it." Astrid sighed.

"I know, but all we can do is try and make things easier for her, so that she is able to deal with everything." Hiccup told her, sliding his arm around Astrid and pulling her closer, so her head rested on his shoulder.

"Hiccup, do you think that Stoick will allow for Caverna to come and stay on Berk?" She suddenly asked.

Hiccup looked at her. "Astrid..."

"Let me finish." She told him. "I was just thinking of asking him, because she and Fishlegs have struck up a wonderful friendship, and Toothless and Snowcap are mates now, and we all know that dragons mate for life."

"Astrid, I was going to say that that is a wonderful idea, though let's keep it a secret from Caverna, at least until she wins the fight tomorrow."

"Yeah, if she wins." Astrid told him, before she sighed. "What am I saying; of course she is going to win." She stood up. "Come on, let's go to bed." She told him, and the couple stood and walked inside, kissing each other goodnight, before they went into separate rooms. Astrid was excited about her planned surprise for Caverna, she now only hoped that her friend would win her fight tomorrow and then her fate would be hers.


	9. The Final Battle

When the sun broke, Astrid looked around the room for her roommate, but wasn't surprised when she didn't see her, and she quickly got up and dressed, before she walked outside of the house. From the door she could hear a sword being sharpened and this spiked her curiosity, so she went further out of the door and turned around to look at the house. When she was able to take in the full view of the house, she noticed Caverna sat on the roof, sharpening one of her swords with a rock.

"Caverna?"

At her name, Caverna looked down at Astrid and gave her a quick smile. "Morning Astrid."

"Morning, did you sleep at all last night?"

"I had a few hours." Caverna shrugged, before she sheathed her swords and slid down off of the roof, landing in front of her. "I wasn't that tired."

"Did you go and see Snowcap?"

"Yeah, she was asleep, so I spent some time with Toothless and Stormfly...I think that's her name."

"Yeah, my dragon, Stormfly." Astrid smiled.

"Your dragons are so kind to her, it puts my mind at peace, to know that she will have someone there for her if something was to happen to me." Caverna told her as they walked down to the village.

When they reached the village, they found Caverna's family swamped by villagers, who were offering gifts to the four of them. Caverna watched them with a raised eyebrow, though Astrid just looked utterly confused.

"The villagers are paying respects...Is it too the triplets?"

"Nope, otherwise I would have been there." Caverna told her.

"Then, who?"

Caverna touched her ear, silently telling her to listen to what one of the villagers, that was shown to be Garforth, was saying.

"Chief Brock, I am sorry for the soon to be loss of your daughter Caverna, please if there is anything that I can do to be of assistance to you and your family through this difficult time, do tell me." The villager told him.

Brock nodded. "Thank you Garforth, you have been loyal to this family from the start."

"You do know that I'm not dead right?" Caverna asked.

"No, but you will be." Eleanor told her, walking over to her as her father dismissed the rest of the villagers.

"Thank you for the support sis." She told her sarcastically. "You know that I'm the best fighter this village has."

This made her family laugh. "You aren't the best fighter, your brother is." Eleanor told her.

"Eleanor shut up or I'll cut off your head." She looked at her parents. "Do either of you hear yourselves, you speak of Eridor with such mightiness and speak of me with almost disgust, my brother might be a dragon rider, he might be the oldest and the soon to be chief, but there is no way on this Earth that he lives up to his name."

All that got her was a slap across the face by her mother, only because she wasn't expecting it, it knocked her off of her feet and onto the floor.

"When this is over, if you survive tonight, I want you and your dragon off of this island by morning." Her mother hissed to her, kicking dust at her as she turned on her heel and left with the rest of Caverna's family.

When her family were gone, Astrid ran to her friend just as Hiccup did having witness what had happened with Snotlout, the twins and Fishlegs and they all went to help her up to her feet.

"I'm fine." She told them when she was standing.

"Sure you are. Caverna you've just been given banishment." Fishlegs told her.

"Yes Fishlegs, I know." She looked at them. "Honestly you all look like it's the end of the dynasty; really I'm fine with it."

Everyone looked at her in disbelief, before they went off to wish Snotlout a safe journey home, since he had been kicked out of the village for eating all of their food. When he had gone, Caverna sat on the edge of the cliff that he had used as a launch pad and she watched the clouds, not seeming to notice Fishlegs and Tuffnut sit next to her.

"Hey, come on, don't look so sad." Fishlegs told her.

"Yeah, Fishlegs is right, we need to make your possibly last day alive the happiest possible."

"Wow, thanks for the support." She told him, before she stood up and walked off towards the healers table.

"Nice going stupid." Ruffnut told her brother, hitting him in the shoulder.

"What?" He asked, oblivious to what he had done.

"She isn't going to die; she's too strong, and good, for that to happen." Hiccup told them.

"Yeah, but, like if this guy comes and kills her...Then she is dead." Ruffnut told him.

"Shut up Ruff, Hiccup is right; she's going to be fine." Fishlegs told them, and his voice had taken a new protective tone as he walked off to find Caverna.

Meanwhile, Caverna was snuggled up with Stormfly, Icecap, Toothless and Meatlug, with her feet propped up on Meatlug's back and she was resting in Stormfly's wings, with Toothless and Snowcap's heads on her lap.

"Thanks for this guys, it's nice to just relax." Caverna smiled.

Toothless looked up at her and he nuzzled her, before he nuzzled his mate, who gave him a weak and toothless smile, before she put her head back down on her rider's lap.

"Toothless, Stormfly, Meatlug, I need you three to promise me something." Caverna told them, causing the three dragons to look over at her. "If I don't make it through tonight then please look after Snowcap."

Toothless and Stormfly both gave her a nuzzle, with Stormfly being careful of her spikes, before Meatlug looked over at her and nodded, giving her a smile, before all the dragons looked up as they heard someone coming closer. And Caverna was about to reach for her swords but saw that it was Fishlegs, so she went back to relaxing.

"How did you find me?"

"I noticed the bond that you have with Snowcap; it's the same that I have with Meatlug." He told her, moving to sit beside her. "The dragons really like you."

"Yeah they do." She smiled, stroking each of the dragons in turn, before she looked over at him. "Fishlegs?"

"Yes?" He asked, looking at her.

"Do you believe that I can survive tonight?"

"Of course I do, and so do Hiccup and Astrid." He told her, sliding an arm over her shoulders in comfort. "We all have faith in you Caverna, even the Chief, and by that I mean ours not yours."

She started to laugh. "Yeah, I can see that." She moved to rest her head on his shoulder. "I wish everyone was as understanding as the rest of you."

"Well, we aren't all this perfect." He smiled, looking at her when she started laughing more and they spent the rest of the day talking to each other and Fishlegs making her laugh.

When it grew dark, Caverna bid the dragons goodbye, and she and Fishlegs walked back towards the cliff where the rest of the village had gathered. As Fishlegs and Caverna got there, her challenger arrived, with his gang, all of them on dragons.

"Where is she?" The man asked. "Has she run away?"

"Relax, I'm here." She told him, walking through the crowd until she got to the area that the gatherers had left clear for them.

"Shall we strip?" He asked her, getting off of his dragon. "Since we are both still wearing our armour, and you are wearing a lot of weapons. We can't have you cheating now, can we?"

She looked at him, and in silence she started to remove her overcoat, and weapons, handing them to Astrid and Hiccup when they held their hands out to them. She smiled at them, before she looked at Fishlegs as he walked over and she walked to him, kissing his cheek.

"Thank you for being here Fishlegs." She whispered, before she walked over to the clearing and she found that her opponent had done the same.

"We shall bow, to show our good sportsmanship." The man told her, and they walked to stand half a foot from each other and they both gave each other a bow, however the man took this opportunity to thrust his knee into her face and there was an awful breaking sound, as Caverna had turned her head so his knee connected with her cheekbone, causing it to break. As she hit the floor, Fishlegs, Astrid and Hiccup tried to get through to her, but they were stopped by the other villagers. They were forced to watch as Cavern got herself back to her feet and she and the man started to fight, and everyone looked surprised at how well she could fight, however she sustained more and more injuries as things went on, yet she never stopped.

Things started to get worse, and Caverna looked ready to give up her battle, and she fell to her knees with her back to the man. Exhaustion took her quickly and she watched the floor as blood dripped from her many wounds, and he could hear her family shouting.

"Save our village!" Her mother shouted.

"Get up you idiot!" Eridor shouted to her.

"Your family don't care for you anymore, they would gladly sacrifice their barren child in order to save their village. Admit it Caverna, you're useless, you don't need to survive much longer."

"You're wrong." She told him, forcing herself to her feet. "I may be barren. I may seem useless. But I do need to survive. I am a shield maiden and I have people who care." With every pause, she gave him swift hits until he was stood on the very edge of the cliff. "And just because my family don't care anymore, doesn't mean that I don't have people who do care." She looked over at Fishlegs, Astrid, Hiccup, Ruffnut and Tuffnut as she spoke, before she looked back at the man and she delivered a punch to his face and he fell to the floor as she stood over him.

"Do you yield?" Caverna asked.

"Yes." He told her, spitting out blood and Caverna walked away.

"Caverna!" Astrid and Ruffnut screamed, as they saw the man run at her with a dagger in his hand and Caverna turned around just in time for the dagger to go into her side. However, as the dagger pierced her skin, she grabbed the man's wrist and forced it back to pull the dagger back out and she managed to turn he man's wrist around and when the dagger was pointing back at the man, she gave his hand a shove and the dagger went into his stomach. At feeling the dagger, the man jolted and as blood started to bubble from his mouth and Caverna gave him another shove so he fell to the floor dead.


	10. Freedom

Caverna watched the man for a few seconds, just to make sure that he was truly dead and she breathed a sigh of relief as the villagers applauded. As Caverna turned around to face everyone, they could see the amount of blood that gathered on her front from her injuries and from her stab wound, and she fell to her knees which stopped the applause and everyone froze as she fell forward onto the floor. At seeing her hit the floor, Fishlegs ran forward and Astrid and Hiccup dropped her things, before they also ran to her.

"Someone, help her." Fishlegs shouted at the crowd, though none of her villagers moved, Stoick did and he picked up the young woman, who gave a noise of pain at being moved.

"Don't worry Fishlegs, I will look after her." Stoick told him as he saw the worried look of the young man, and he looked at the other villagers. "We need a healer, where do we find them?"

"The healer is this way." A woman told him, leading him off of the cliff and towards the homes of the villagers, leaving Fishlegs knelt on the cliff with Astrid and Hiccup beside him.

"Don't worry Fishlegs, she'll be fine." Astrid told him.

"Astrid is right Fishlegs; she's going to be alright." Hiccup told him. "Look, how about you take her armour and weapons to her, and wait at her side until she wakes up?"

"Yeah, I'll do that, thanks Hiccup." He smiled, getting up and picking up Caverna's things and walking away towards the healers hut.

When he reached the hut, he found Stoick waiting outside for him, he looked worried.

"Chief Stoick, is she alright, Sir?" Fishlegs asked.

"The healers said that they will be out once they have her fixed up." Stoick told him, resting a hand on his shoulder. "Try not to worry too much Fishlegs."

"Yes Sir." He moved to lean against a nearby rock. "I'm going to stay here and wait for her to wake up."

"I'll stay with you." Stoick told him.

"As will we." Hiccup told him as he walked over with Astrid, Ruff and Tuff. "And actually, dad Astrid and I have something to ask you."

"You're getting married?" Stoick guessed.

"No dad, we aren't getting married, it's about Caverna." Hiccup told him with a roll of his eyes, which was just like his father, to jump the gun and assume that everything that Hiccup an Astrid needed to talk to him about, involved a wedding.

"What about her, Hiccup?"

"Well, you see Sir; her parents have disowned Caverna, and told her that once her fight over, if she survives, then she needs to leave the village tomorrow with her dragon. So, we were thinking, could we allow her to live in our village with us, her and Snowcap?" Astrid asked.

"But say that she doesn't make it, can Snowcap still come and stay on Berk, because she and Toothless are mates now, and we can't split them up, it would destroy them." Hiccup seconded.

Stoick seemed to think about this for a second, and he took in the hopeful look of his son, Astrid, the twins and now Fishlegs and he smiled. "I don't see why not, if her parents don't remake their claim on her, of course she can join us on Berk, and so can Snowcap."

"Excellent." Astrid laughed, hugging Hiccup.

"Thanks dad." Hiccup smiled at his father, as he hugged Astrid back.

Stoick just smiled, before his smile disappeared as a grim looking healer walked out of the hut and looked at the group.

"I am here to give you news of Caverna's progress." She told them.

"How is she?" Fishlegs asked immediately.

"She is a fighter, always has been." The healer told them. "She is strong, her wounds weren't as bad as they could have been, and she had gotten the knife out just in time before it could do any serious damage." The healer carried on. "We have fixed her up as best as we could, but her subconscious is asking for someone called Fishlegs?" The woman looked at the group.

"That's me." Fishlegs spoke up, may I see her?" He asked the healer.

"You must be very special to her, usually when she comes to us she asks for no one." The healer told him as she led him through the hut and down stairs into where Caverna was lying in a bed, bandages around almost every bit of her body.

"Is she still conscious?" Fishlegs asked as he saw Caverna.

"I am now." Caverna murmured.

"Oh thank Thor, you're awake." Fishlegs put her armour and weapons on the very edge of the bed and he knelt at the side of it on the floor. "You were asking for me."

"Yeah, I did." She told him. "I wanted your face to be the last I saw if I wasn't going to survive the night, but unlucky enough for some it looks like I am."

"Of course you are, because you're strong." Fishlegs told her, and he noticed her moving a hand towards him, and he took it in both of his hands. He looked at her like she was his reason to live, and she looked back at him with the same amount of emotion.

"Looks like I had best pack my things in the morning." Caverna told him as she gently gripped his hand.

"What do you mean?" Fishlegs asked.

"My family kicked me off their island remember?" She told him. "I need to pack my things and go in the morning."

"No, tomorrow you will rest." Fishlegs told her, running a hand through her hair. "They can't kick you out whilst your this badly wounded."

"I'll be okay Fishlegs; they are just a few lacerations." Caverna told him, but she said no more on the subject not wanting to argue with him, being too exhausted at the moment, yet both of them seemed to freeze as they heard Helena coming down the stairs.

"Where is Caverna?" She shouted through the rooms, until she got to the room that Caverna and Fishlegs were in. "You, how did you win?" She demanded.

"He didn't think that I was that strong, or that I had something to fight for." She told her, her grip on Fishlegs hand tightening.

"I still want you out of this village by the first light, and that dragon needs to be gone too."

"But Ma'am, she won't be fully healed by the morning and neither will her dragon, please just give them a week." One of the healers pleaded.

"No, she will be gone by tomorrow, and you can join her if you're worried about her injuries." Helena told the healer, before she left the room, and Caverna was trying to force herself to stand.

"Caverna, no, you need to stay in bed." The healer told her, trying to push her into bed.

"No Golla, you heard her, I need to be gone by morning, I can't risk something happening to Snowcap all because I didn't move." She managed to get herself standing, holding onto anything she could, her grip tight as she tried to breathe through the pain that she was in.

Fishlegs looked at her, and he went to help her but she refused it, making her way out of the room and back up the stairs and then out to where everyone else were still gathered.

"Caverna, you aren't meant to be up yet." Astrid told her.

"That's what everyone keeps saying, but really...I'm...Fine." She told them, trying to sound convincing.

"Then why are you gritting your teeth?" Ruffnut asked.

"Guys really...I'm fine." Caverna told them and she made her way over towards her family's house, everyone who was still outside stopping what they were doing to watch her as she made her way home, a hand clasped over where her stab wound was.

As she stumbled through the village, there were rounds of applause from those who watched and over the applause, Caverna had to admit defeat and that she couldn't walk by herself and she gave off a soft whistle, which could only mean that one person could have been called to her aid. Meanwhile in the stable, Snowcap and Toothless were on their own, snuggled up with each other on the stone table, just to keep each other warm and Toothless occasionally licked her wounds and it looked to be healing at a good rate. However, both dragons looked up at hearing the whistle, and Snowcap looked at him.

"_That's Caverna, she needs my help."_ Snowcap told him.

"_No, I don't want you to get hurt; because if that man is still there then he might hurt you again." _Toothless told her, getting up as she did.

"_Wouldn't you do the same for Hiccup?"_ She asked, and this caused Toothless to stop.

"_Of course I would, but you're my mate, I don't want you to get hurt." _He told her.

_"__I'll be fine."_ She told him. _"But if you don't believe me, then come with me." _

She left the room with him, walking towards where they heard the sound of Caverna's whistle and Snowcap ran through the village as she saw Caverna fall to her knees in obvious pain and she continued running towards her, and she nuzzled her back to her feet, before she managed to get her to use her as her aid to walking. And they carried on their journey towards her family home.

"Thanks, girl." She whispered to her as they went.

Caverna stayed in her room at her parents' home throughout the night, packing up the things that she knew that she would need into a sack, which involved a lot of her weapons, her change of clothes and some things that she cherished. Before she picked up her sack and she walked up the stairs into the home and she found all of her family stood there waiting for her.

"I just need to add more bandages and then I'll go, okay?" She asked.

When no one said anything, she put her sack down next to a table and she pulled off her undershirt since she hadn't been given back her armour and weapons, and she picked up the bandages that were sitting on the table and started to wrap them around her injuries and when she was done, she put her shirt back on and picked up her sack, looking back at her family.

"Is no one going to say anything?" She asked.

"What is there to say?" Helena asked her.

"Oh I don't know thank you for putting your own life on the line for the village?" Caverna asked her.

"We have nothing to thank you for." Eridor told her.

"It was the job of someone in this village, to put their life on the line for the rest of us; you don't get thanked for that." Eleanor told her.

"You know, it's really good to know where you're not wanted." Caverna told them, before she opened the door to the hut and she walked away from the house, with Snowcap joining her as they walked towards the cliff.

When she got to the cliff, she noticed that her parents and siblings had followed her and she met up with Stoick, Hiccup, Astrid, Fishlegs and the Twins who were all standing next to their dragons.

"Stoick, don't be a stranger, we would love for you and your boy and his lovely girlfriend and friends to come and visit us." Brock told him.

"But leave Caverna wherever you're going to put her." Helena interjected as she watched Caverna put her overcoat on and her weapons, wincing slightly as she aggravated her injuries.

"We will Brock, but if we come back, then so does Caverna, because we are planning on having her join mine and Hiccup's family on Berk, if that is what she wants." Stoick told them, looking at Caverna.

Caverna looked at them. "Really? Oh my gods, please that would be wonderful."

"Then that is what shall be happening." Stoick smiled at her.

Caverna got onto Snowcap's back and she watched everyone say goodbye, before everyone got ready to leave and she had Snowcap fly off with them, heading back towards Berk. As she flew away, she looked back at her home village and she sighed to herself. She was free from everything now and she was about to go to a better home and have her freedom.


	11. New Home, New Family

When they eventually reached Berk, after taking around six days to get back since they needed more and more stops as neither of them had fully healed. Because of this, when they eventually landed on Berk, Snowcap collapsed to the ground, her wound looking red raw and she was exhausted.

"Snowcap?" Caverna knelt down on the ground next to her dragon as Toothless and Stormfly ran over.

"Is she alright?" Stoick asked as he joined her with the others.

"She's exhausted and her wound isn't being much of a help." Caverna sighed, brushing her hand to her dragon's scales.

"Come on, we'll take her somewhere to rest." Stoick told her and with the help of some other Vikings, he carried the dragon towards the Great Hall.

When they had gone, Toothless suddenly scooped Caverna up onto his back and she laughed. "Toothless, what are you doing?"

"He's trying to make you feel better by giving you a piggy back ride." Hiccup told her as he walked alongside Toothless, with Astrid following as she rode her dragon beside them.

"Awe, Toothless, thank you." She stroked the dragon's head and he gave her a pleased noise.

Toothless brought her to Gobber's forge and the two limbed Viking stumbled out of the forge towards them.

"Ah, Hiccup, Astrid, glad you're both back safe, and you too Toothless and Stormfly." He smiled, before he looked at Caverna. "And its good t see you too Caverna."

"Thank you Gobber." She smiled.

"Now, what can I do for you?" He asked the group as Hiccup helped Astrid off of Stormfly's back.

"We need you to build an extra room onto mine and my dad's hut, Caverna will be living with us, as a child of my dad."

"Ah right." Gobber told him. "I'll get right on it."

"Great." Hiccup smiled. "Come on, let's go and check on Snowcap."

He walked with everyone up towards the Great Hall, where they were joined by Fishlegs, Snotlout and the twins and Caverna slid off of Toothless' back and she walked in ahead of them. She spotted Snowcap curled up in a corner with a fire roaring in front of her but as she was about to go to her, she was pushed out of the way and onto the floor by Toothless.

"Toothless, easy there bud, remember Snowcap isn't the only one who's injured, her rider is too." Hiccup told his dragon as he helped Caverna to her feet.

"It's fine Hiccup." Caverna told him. "You would do the same if Astrid was injured and needed you."

"But still, he shouldn't just push people out of the way like that, especially not those who are still suffering from wounds." Hiccup told her.

"Well, please try and be nice to him about it, you know he worries and any way, I am unharmed." Caverna told them as she accepted his help to stand up again.

"Ah, Caverna there you are." Stoick boomed and he walked over to the small group of teenagers, though he was followed by Gobber and a thin sickly looking man with a staff.

"I see that you have brought another pathetic looking dragon here." The old man suddenly spoke; his voice croaked and sounded disbelieving as he pointed his staff at Toothless and Snowcap, only to have Toothless growl in warning.

"Toothless, calm down bud she's okay." Hiccup told him, and at his rider's words, he did calm down, nuzzling the dragon beside him as she slept.

"Caverna, this is Mildew, one of our oldest residents at Berk. Mildew, this is Caverna, the now adopted sister to Hiccup." Stoick introduced them, though Mildew didn't look pleased about it, even as Caverna bowed her head in respect.

"Why bring another brat here Stoick, when we hardly have enough food for ourselves this winter." Mildew carried on, now pointing his staff at Caverna.

"I've gone without before Fishbone, losing out won't bother me." Caverna told him.

"Fishbone? Well that's rich coming from a washed up rejected, disinherited like sprout like you." He told her, though he soon found one of Caverna's swords almost cutting off his head with how close she had gotten it.

"You know, I'm not going to waste my energy on someone who looks as though he has been buried for months only to have been brought back to reimburse his hatred for dragons."

Her words caused everyone around them, but Mildew, to laugh though Mildew simply uttered and walked away, glaring at the dragons and Caverna.

When it grew dark, Stoick led Hiccup and Caverna back towards his hut and they looked around when they got inside.

"Caverna, for now you can sleep in Hiccup's room, Hiccup will sleep down here." Stoick told her.

"That would be fine, but if Hiccup would rather sleep in his own bed, then I could sleep down here." Caverna told them.

Hiccup looked at the pair of them as they looked at him. "How about, we go upstairs and sit on my bed upstairs and whoever falls asleep first gets to stay there."

"Sounds fair enough." Caverna shrugged and the two teens ran upstairs, well hobbled in Hiccup's case, and they ended up collapsing in laughter on the bed.

They lay about laughing for a while, before there was a heavy knock on the door, and it was Stoick who opened the door and poked his head through.

"Sorry to interrupt, but I thought that you might want a change of clothes, for day and night." Stoick told her, nodding to the pile of clothes in his arms. "These belonged to my wife, when we first met; I figured that they might fit you."

Caverna walked over and she smiled, taking the clothes. "Thank you Stoick."

"Caverna, you can call me father, if you wanted, since you are my adopted daughter." He told her.

"Okay then, father." She smiled, and both of them left to allow her to change and she dressed in a long nightshirt, which covered from her shoulders to her knees, before she and Hiccup sat up most of the night talking.

"So, how did you get a suit like that?" He nodded to her suit that was folded on a chair with the jacket hung over the back of the chair.

Caverna looked at him. "I made it." She told him. "I made my first one when I started dragon riding, I was around ten years old then and I've made bigger ones each time I've grown or they've been ruined."

"Ah, do you have to wear things underneath them like you wear your tunic, or can you get away without?"

"You need to, the leather feels horribly uncomfortable without, and anyway the jacket is more of a flight suit to keep the body warm." She told him. "I could make you one if you want."

"Would you, I mean, that would be pretty cool if you could?" Hiccup beamed.

"Of course I will." She smiled. "We're brother and sister now, it would be awesome." She told him with a laugh. "Anyway, I have to make myself a new one now that I'm part of a new family, our crests are different."

Hiccup smiled. "Welcome to the family, Caverna." He told her, before they both lay back on the bed and they ended up falling asleep.


	12. Family Time

The next morning, both Caverna and Hiccup were up early and they both dressed quickly, Caverna in her normal flight suit and Hiccup in his green shirt, brown pants and furs, before they headed downstairs and found Stoick pouring porridge into four bowls.

"Do we have company?" Caverna asked as she and Hiccup sat at the table.

"Gobber will be joining us for breakfast today, then he and me will get started on plans for your room Caverna." Stoick told them, putting bowls of porridge in front of the two teens as the door swung open letting in a rather cold draft, which had Hiccup shivering. "Gobber, shut the door."

When the breeze was gone, Hiccup looked at Caverna as he noticed that she hadn't shivered. "Weren't you cold?"

"Nope, that's another advantage of a leather suit, you can't feel the cold." Caverna told him, looking up from her porridge. "The sooner I make you one, the sooner you feel the benefits." She told him.

"You're making him a suit?" Gobber asked.

"Yeah." Caverna told him.

"And how are you with iron and silver?" Gobber enquired.

Caverna looked at him and she stood up, pulling a knife from her many hidden places and she offered it to Gobber, handle first. It was the same one that Hiccup had admired when she was first here.

"Aye, look Stoick, the craftsmanship on this dagger is remarkable, did you make this?" He asked Caverna, who simply nodded.

"Yes Sir, I did, I've made all of my knives and my swords." Caverna told them.

"You will have to show us your skill sometime." Gobber told her.

"I will." She smiled, before she and Hiccup finished their breakfast and they left the house, walking down towards the Great Hall where they found Toothless and Snowcap, still curled up together.

The moment, in which everyone noticed that they had entered the Great Hall, Astrid walked to them.

"Morning, babe." She smiled at Hiccup, kissing him, and he kissed her back.

"Morning, m'lady." Hiccup told her when they finally broke the kiss.

"Morning to you too Caverna." She smiled.

"Good morning Astrid." Caverna smiled, before she walked over to her dragon and she stroked her, causing her to lift her head up sleepily. "Hey girl."

Snowcap nuzzled her hand gently, before she looked at a sleeping Toothless next to her and she nuzzled him awake, before she got up and walked over to her owner as she headed towards the table where everyone else were sitting and as she sat in front of the table, she felt a presence behind her, and as she turned around she felt a soft nuzzle and she knew it was Toothless.

"Hey you two, save it for after breakfast." She told them with a laugh as she threw Snowcap some fish.

Toothless just seemed to roll his eyes at his mate's rider, before he ate the fish that Hiccup gave him.

"Once you guys have eaten, does anyone feel like going for a ride?" Hiccup asked the group.

"Sounds like fun." Caverna smiled.

"I'm in, definitely." Astrid smiled.

"Me too." Fishlegs told them. "Actually, I need to talk to Caverna, alone, if that's okay."

"That's fine Fishlegs." Caverna smiled, standing up and the pair walked out of the Great Hall and closed the door behind them.

When they were sure that they were alone and couldn't be overheard by anyone at all, Caverna looked at him. "What's the matter?"

"Well...Um...This is a sort of delicate subject..." He told her, immediately going red and starting to stammer.

"Take your time Fishlegs." She told him, moving to sit on the barrier that went along the side of the steps that led to the Great Hall.

"Well, um, we...You know...We...Um..."

"Kissed?" Caverna asked.

"Yeah, that...I was wondering what you wanted to happen from here you know now that you're not going to die...And...All...That..."

"Well, we could, have a relationship...If you want to and that kiss wasn't just because you felt sorry for me." Caverna told him.

"I didn't do it because I felt sorry, I thought that you were extremely beautiful when I first saw you, and I felt something for you. Then as I got to know you, the feeling got stronger, at times it felt like I couldn't breathe and like something was hitting me in the chest so many times, it was almost unbearable." Fishlegs was telling her.

Caverna looked at him as he spoke, and she noticed how he shifted in nervousness and his hands wrung together and she decided to try and help him to calm down.

"Fishlegs, give me your hands." She told him.

Fishlegs looked at her, and then at her hands which was at least four sizes smaller than his own, and he put his into hers, looking at her as she squeezed his hands.

"Fishlegs, I've felt the same way about you, and when we kissed back in my bedroom on my family's island, I felt real, like nothing mattered. I kept fighting for you Fishlegs, and call me selfish for fighting for only one man, but I fought for you, so we could have some sort of future together as friends or as lovers."

Fishlegs simply looked at her. "Is that true?"

She was only about to get a nod out as her answer, before Fishlegs slid his hands from hers to cup her face and he kissed her lips ever so gently, and he felt a swell of happiness as she collapsed into the kiss.

Their kiss went on for a while, before they pulled away at hearing the doors open, and they found that the twins and Snotlout had joined them.

"Awe, Fishlegs and Caverna, sitting in a tree, K-I-S-S-I-N-G!" The twins sang, whilst Snotlout just scowled at them.

"Shut up you two, anyway where are Hiccup and Astrid?" Caverna asked.

"They are waiting for you two to get back inside to get your dragons." Snotlout told them, he sounded bored. "You know, if you two are finished sucking each other faces."

"Jealousy doesn't become you Snotlout." Caverna told him before she took Fishlegs' hand and the pair walked into the Great Hall after Fishlegs helped her off of the wall.

When they got inside, they kept hold of each other's hands, which caused people who saw them to smile at the young couple.

"Hiccup, look." Astrid whispered, nodding over to Fishlegs and Caverna as they petted Snowcap and Caverna checked her wounds.

"They will make a wonderful couple." Hiccup told her, looking at Caverna and Fishlegs.

"They do." She smiled, before she stood up. "Hey you two, are you still coming for the dragon ride?"

Caverna looked at them. "Yeah, but Snowcap might not be ready to fly."

Snowcap nudged her, trying to tell her that she was fine and in the end, she simply pushed her over.

"Okay, scratch that, I think that she's fine." Caverna laughed, trying to push her dragon off of her. "Snowcap, get off me, saliva doesn't wash out."

Everyone watched them and laughed as she eventually pushed the dragon off of her and she stood up, stroking her gently behind the ears.

Astrid watched and she laughed as the stroking that Caverna was giving to Snowcap, made Snowcap's back left leg move happily.

"You know, for the 'Unholy Offspring of Lightning and Death' these two acts like our pet puppies." Astrid laughed.

"Yeah, I know what you mean." Caverna laughed, looking at Toothless and Snowcap as they played with each other.

Toothless suddenly pinned Snowcap to the ground on her back and he nuzzled her neck.

"_Come on, let's go on this flight, I can't wait any longer_." He told her.

"_I thought there were other things that you couldn't wait for, and I don't just mean a flight with your rider._" She replied.

"_Ew, that's gross you two."_ Stormfly squawked and she pushed Toothless over with her nose.

"Stormfly, what was that for?" Astrid asked as she watched Toothless get back up and nuzzle Snowcap, before he nudged Stormfly as payback for being pushed over and they all walked to their riders.

When all of the riders were seated on their dragons, they all flew off out of the Great Hall, and they flew out towards the forest, with Toothless and Snowcap flying side by side, Stormfly flying not far behind them and finally Meatlug kept up the tail end. They didn't fly for long, before they landed in a rocky clearing. Looking around, the teens decided to dismount and they let their dragons rest, as they all sat around, Astrid sharpening her axe as Caverna sharpened her swords.

"Do you need help sharpening your weapons?" Fishlegs asked, coming to sit beside her, and he pulled down her hood, brushing her long brunette hair out from where it hid it.

"Yeah sure, just pull them off when you need them, I won't mind." Caverna told him, her eyes on sharpening her swords so that she didn't injure herself.

Fishlegs done as she said, just pulling off the knives he wanted to sharpen, and he admired all of them since each one had a different yet ornate design as the rest.

Astrid watched Caverna and Fishlegs, and she smiled softly, before she looked at Caverna and she put her own axe down beside her.

"Hey Caverna, do you mind if I try fighting you, just for practice?" Astrid asked, causing everyone to look at her.

Caverna just shrugged. "Yeah, sure Astrid." She told her, standing up and picking up her swords. "Do you want to use a sword, or your axe?"

"I'll use my axe, because it will make it more interesting." Astrid told her with a laugh as she too got up, and she and Caverna started to circle each other as Caverna pulled up her hood and her mask.

Soon enough, the pair started to practice their fighting skills between each other, and they were both good, but Caverna ended up giving her some pointers.

"Keep moving Astrid, all because you've stroked your opponent, doesn't mean that you are safe, you must continue to move you feet, anticipate your next move and remain three steps ahead of the person that you're fighting." Caverna told her.

Astrid gave her a nod in understanding, and with every point given, her way of fighting had changed. Yet, despite the changed Astrid put in place, Caverna was still able to disarm her and force her onto her back on the floor.

"And finally, remember to watch where you put your feet and never loosen your grip on your weapon." Caverna told her.

Astrid just laughed. "Thanks for the pointers Caverna, they are really helpful."

"You're very welcome Astrid, anything to help." Caverna smiled.

"You know, we don't really need to fight anymore, I mean we have our dragons to fight for us." Snotlout told them as he suddenly landed with them.

"What happens if you get separated from your dragon?" Caverna asked.

Snotlout just scoffed at her. "That will never happen; Hookfang and I are never apart."

"Well, in that case, I feel sorry for Hookfang."

Everyone laughed at Caverna's comment, but Snotlout just scowled at her and Caverna, Astrid, Hiccup and Toothless watched Snowcap and Stormfly play fight with each other, though Toothless only watched so he could be the knight in shining armour and protect his mate if he felt that she needed it. However, Snowcap was doing just fine and she even managed to pin Stormfly to the floor. When she had pinned Stormfly, she didn't expect to be suddenly thrown off, and she ended up landing in a rather awkward position, with Toothless on top of her.

"_What on Earth, Toothless_?" She asked, looking up at him.

"_I just thought that I'd have some fun_." He told her, nuzzling her neck.

"_Well it hurt, and you're very heavy."_ She informed him, watching him quickly climb off of her.

"_I'm sorry, I'm really sorry." _He told her immediately as she stood up.

"_It's alright Toothless." _Snowcap told him, moving to sit right in front of him and she nuzzled him softly, though it soon turned even more affection than she had originally planned and they both gave off purrs of enjoyment.

Stormfly rolled her eyes at the pair of them, it was just like Toothless to take her play partner away from her, and she stalked over to Hiccup and Astrid who were cuddled up together and she sat next to her rider.

"Are you feeling left out, girl?" Astrid asked her dragon as she stroked her. Stormfly just butted her head against her rider, which caused Astrid to take pity on her. "Don't worry Stormfly, you'll find a mate soon enough."

Caverna and Hiccup were looking at Astrid and Stormfly, as Caverna snuggled into the warm and calming embrace that belonged to none other than her boyfriend. Whist Snotlout watched the group with an unimpressed look.

After a while of relaxing and some more practicing, but this time it wasn't just between Caverna and Astrid, but Caverna was against Hiccup at one point and even Fishlegs, though she went easy on him. Whilst Snotlout went against both Astrid and Hiccup, separately, though he got knocked over during both fights by Astrid, mainly because she won her duel against him, but she took offence when he deliberately tricked Hiccup. That was when Caverna and Fishlegs had to drag her off of Snotlout. They managed to calm the situation, just as the twins flew in on their dragon, Barf and Belch and they landed next to the group.

"Hey Hiccup, Caverna, Stoick's looking for you two." Ruffnut told them.

"And he looks angry." Tuffnut told them.

"That's no change." Hiccup told the twins as Caverna put all her weapons back onto her outfit, and stole a quick kiss from Fishlegs as Hiccup done the same with Astrid, and they both got onto their dragon's backs, flying back towards the village. When they reached the village, they landed outside of their home and walked inside the house, finding both Stoick and Gobber sat at the large table by the fire.

"Dad, you wanted to see us?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes I do, both of you sit down." Stoick told them as he gestured to the two empty seats in front of them. Only when they were both sat did he decide to speak, but not before they noticed Toothless chase Snowcap outside with Gobber's help of opening the door. "What's got into them?"

"They're mates now." Caverna told him. "So, what did you want to talk to us about?"

"Well, two things really, one being that we wanted to get you used to being part of the family Caverna, and also, we would like to hold a feast in celebration." Stoick told her.

Caverna nodded. "A fest sounds fun." She smiled. "I've not been to a feast before."

"Then we shall hold it tonight." Stoick told them, clapping his hands together. "Now there was something else."

Both Caverna and Hiccup looked at him, wondering what else the chief could want to speak to them about.

"Gobber, I and the warriors o the tribe have been asked to go to the aid of Caverna's homeland, Alvin the Treacherous is leading an army against them." Stoick explained. "Which means, that you two are going to be in charge of the village whilst we are gone."

"But don't worry, we will make a list of the jobs that need doing whilst we are away and you guys can just do them and look after your dragons." Gobber told them.

"That sounds fair, when do you leave?" Hiccup asked.

"In two days." Stoick told them.

Both of the teens gave them a nod and they both walked away, heading out of the house, deciding to leave the dragons where they are for now.

When they were outside, they both headed down to the forge where Caverna took Hiccup's measurements and he helped her with her own before they started designing their new flight suits. They spent the rest of their day in the forge, changing their designs and starting new ones, until they eventually lost track of time and they forgot about what they were actually meant to be going to a party. Meanwhile, Astrid and Fishlegs were walking around the village looking for the two teens, and they were just about to give up and head back to the Great Hall when they heard laughter coming from the forge. Walking side, they found Caverna and Hiccup lying on their stomachs across from each other on the floor, and they were playing with the designs.

"Hey there you are, we've been looking everywhere for you." Astrid told them as she walked inside the forge.

"Sorry babe, we got distracted." Hiccup told them as he stopped laughing and stood up, helping his sister to her feet.

"Don't tell us, tell your dad." Fishlegs told them.

"Oh no, the party." Caverna groaned. "Hiccup, we're late."

This seemed to get his attention and all four of the teens ran up towards the Great Hall, forgetting that at that moment they were dragon less, however, Fishlegs didn't fail to notice.

"Hey guys, where are your dragons?" He asked.

"We have no idea." Hiccup told him.

"We went home and they didn't come back downstairs before we left, and we haven't seen them since." Caverna finished and they looked at each other as they got to the doors of the Great Hall.

"He's going to fry us." Hiccup muttered.

"Just try and sneak in, we can try and hide you." Astrid told him, and both of them crouched down behind Fishlegs and Astrid, but they were still noticed.

"Ah, here they are!" Stoick boomed, walking over and he pulled both Caverna and Hiccup over to where they would need to sit as the children of the chief. They were in trouble, they could tell that, so they tried to put on a brave face.


	13. Love

Whilst their riders were dealt with at the party, Toothless and Snowcap had been lounging together on the raised rock that was the bed for dragons inside the Haddock house. They were snuggled up together for warmth and mainly because they loved the closeness that they both felt through the action.

"_Toothless?_" Snowcap eventually spoke into the dark silence that had occurred.

"_Yes Snowcap?_" Toothless asked his voice no higher than a whisper.

"_Does mating with someone hurt?"_ She asked, and she sounded scared to even be considering asking him this question.

"_I'm not sure...I've heard that it doesn't for a male, but it can for a female...Why?"_

_"__No reason, I was just curious."_ She told him quickly, her cheeks gaining a soft blush.

_"Snow, what's the matter?"_

Snowcap eventually looked at him. "_Toothless, I want to mate with you, and I know that you want to as well, but I'm just scared."_

_"What are you scared of?" _Toothless asked her as they both sat up and he nuzzled her. _"But, I do want to mate with you, but we won't do it until you're ready to both mate and carry our egg."_

Snowcap nuzzled him. _"Thank you for being considerate of me Toothless."_

_"You don't need to thank me, I love you, I would gladly take your feelings into consideration because I don't want to jeopardise this."_ Toothless told her, before he watched her.

Snowcap moved so that she was standing slightly and she looked at him. "_I'm ready Toothless."_ She told him, her voice quiet.

Toothless just looked at her in almost surprise. _"Snow, are you sure?"_ As she nodded, Toothless kept his eyes on her to make sure that she was 100% positive, whilst Snowcap just looked at him.

"_I am serious about this Toothless."_

Toothless just nodded, he wasn't about to try and dissuade her, heck he knew how stubborn she was, and he nuzzled her gently, to get her into a position which would make her first time more comfortable and enjoyable and he still nuzzled her even as he got into position.

Their mating session wasn't the usual carefree and painless time that came with the other dragons, but neither of them had expected it to be like that for their first time, especially Snowcap's. However, Toothless tried his hardest to make it as painless as possible for his mate as evidence of his love for her. He heard her let out a lust filled noise as pleasure overtook her, and this was Toothless' undoing as he released his seed inside her with the same noise, when he was fully spent, Toothless collapsed on top of his mate, he now knew how tiring mating could be, yet how satisfying he found it. He nuzzled Snowcap who nuzzled him back, feeling tired.

"_I love you Snow." _I told her, nuzzling and licking her back and neck.

"_I love you too, Toothless."_

Snowcap's voice was no more than a whisper, but Toothless still heard her, and it made him smile to know that his mate loved him just as much as he loved her. He soon regained his strength and he climbed off of her, lying beside her with his tail curling around hers, and they snuggled the dragon version of this 'cuddling' that they had witnessed their riders doing with their mates.

"_We should get some sleep." _Toothless told her.

"_Yeah we should, before our riders come looking for us."_ Snowcap told him as she snuggled up close to her mate. _"Good night Toothless."_

_"__Good night Snowcap." _Toothless replied, falling asleep beside her with ease.

The two dragons slept soundlessly that night, wrapped up close to each other for warmth, not realising that everyone at the party was wondering where they were. However, at the party, Caverna and Hiccup were getting the talk of the century from Stoick. Both of the teens held their heads down in shame, though all they really wanted to do was join the party.

"And another thing, when I tell you two to be there for a certain time, I expect you to be there, how do you think it made me look when you two didn't turn up on time like you had promised?" Stoick asked them.

"Ah Stoick, leave 'em be, you know what they're like." Gobber told him, before he gulped down his mug of ale.

Stoick looked back at his old friend, and then to the two sad and ashamed looking teens, before he sighed. "Alright, you two go and have fun." He shooed them away and he almost laughed as he watched them both scarper, and he sat back in his chair.

"What do you think of Caverna, Gobber?" Stoick asked as he watched his new daughter pull a reluctant Fishlegs to dance as Astrid done the same to an equally reluctant Hiccup.

"She's a wonderful girl Stoick." Gobber told him. "Though, don't you find that she looks a lot like Valka did when she was Caverna's age?" Gobber asked.

Stoick froze, and he looked over at Caverna, Gobber was right, when you saw Hiccup and Caverna side by side, they both looked the same, and he remembered Valka looking the same when she was young. He had found himself wondering about it, but also let it drop, Valka had died when Hiccup was a baby, it wasn't possible for them to be related. Was it?

Meanwhile, Hiccup was dancing with Astrid and the song that they were dancing to was a rather slow song and Astrid had her arms around her boyfriend's neck, with her boyfriend's arms around her waist and their eyes finding each others.

"Are you enjoying having a sister?" Astrid asked him as they danced.

"Yeah, she;s pretty fun to have around and makes a change from it being just me and my dad." Hiccup told her, looking over at where Caverna was dancing to the same slow song, with her arms around Fishlegs and her head resting on his shoulder as he done the same.

"You know, when most of us first saw you two together, we all thought that you were actually relation, and not just from Stoick adopting her."

"What do you mean?" Hiccup asked, looking back at her.

"Well, look at her, you both look relatively similar."

Hiccup looked at Caverna and he thought about what Astrid had said about them looking alike. "Yeah, we do."

Hiccup, Astrid, Stoick and Gobber weren't the only ones who watched Caverna and Fishlegs, but every other Viking in the Great Hall occasionally watched the couple as they danced. It seemed to go unnoticed by both Fishlegs and Caverna, but there was one couple who frequently looked at the young couple, and they had been described to Caverna was the Ingermans – Fishleg's family. She hadn't had a chance to speak to them properly, but she figured that she would soon now that all of the Vikings in the village had gathered in the Great Hall for what was known as 'Her Feast'.

As the song ended, Stoick's voice could be heard throughout the Great Hall as he stood up and hit his fist on the table to gather everyone's attention.

"Vikings gather up your glasses, and my children join my side." Stoick told them, and he watched everyone gather their drinks and Caverna and Hiccup join his side.

"Now, I would like to raise a few toasts." Stoick bellowed. "Firstly, to my oldest son Hiccup, and his beautiful girlfriend Astrid." Stoick smiled at hearing Hiccup groan as he raised his glass. "To Hiccup and Astrid!" The entire room raised their casks of ale and echoed his words, before he started to speak again. "Now to my wonderful new daughter Caverna and her boyfriend Fishlegs, daughter I can't tell you how proud I am that you have chosen a man as fine and as caring as Fishlegs." Hiccup and Stoick both laughed at hearing Caverna's grown of embarrassment, before they all toasted to Caverna and Fishlegs' relationship just as they done with Hiccup and Astrid's. When the toasts were over, everyone went back to enjoying the party, and at this moment, Caverna was standing with Ruffnut and Tuffnut, sharing a drink and she was watching the twins antics. Whilst Hiccup was with Astrid and Snotlout all of them drinking mead and talking, Snotlout was obviously really drunk by now. Meanwhile, Fishlegs was sitting at a table, watching his girlfriend who was a few tables down, and he looked back at his table as he felt someone sit beside him and he noticed his father and mother sit with him.

"Mother, father." Fishlegs smiled at them.

"Fishlegs, darling." His mother smiled, his mother had almost the same build as Fishlegs did, and even the same blonde hair but Fishlegs still had the look of his father about him.

"What is it mother?" Fishlegs asked her.

"You never told us that you had a girlfriend Fishlegs, it was quite a shock when we saw you both tonight, and when Stoick made his toast." His father told him.

"I'm sorry." Fishlegs told them, suddenly feeling shy and guilty. "I was looking for the right time to tell you though and to let her get used to living on Berk." Fishlegs told them, making his mother smile.

"You've always been so caring Fishlegs, I'm proud of that." His mother smiled. "We would like to meet her properly soon, how about, after tonight, if she isn't too hung over, you invite her over to our house tomorrow for dinner?"

Fishlegs nodded. "I think that she would like that mother." He smiled, nodding and he watched his parents get back up and leave before he made his way over to where Caverna was now talking to Gobber.

When he reached them, he got there just as Gobber asked Caverna for a dance, and he thought that he might cut in to save the young Viking from the much older two-limbed warrior.

"E-excuse me, M-mr Gobber, may I please borrow my g-girlfriend?" Fishlegs asked, mentally cursing his stutter as Caverna looked at him.

"Of course Fishlegs, I shall save a dance for you Caverna." Gobber told her as she was pulled from the room by her boyfriend.

When they were outside, she looked at him. "What's wrong Fishlegs?"

Fishlegs was pacing across the edge of the top step as he looked at her. "What's wrong? Nothing's wrong, it's just...Um..."

"Fishlegs, what is it?" She asked, grabbing him to stop him from pacing anymore, and she turned him to look at her.

"My parents want to meet you and get to know you." Fishlegs told her.

"Okay...What's the problem?" She asked.

"Well, they don't know that you're..." He gestured to her, too nervous to say the word out loud.

"That I'm what? Barren?" She asked him, raising an eyebrow and folding her arms over her chest.

"Yeah...That..."

"Fishlegs, I don't see why it has suddenly become a problem now." Caverna told him.

"It's not...Well...For me anyway...But my parents won't like it." Fishlegs told her, looking away from her.

"I didn't realise your parents had so much influence over our relationship." She told him. "If you know that your parents wouldn't like it, then why are you still dating me?"

"Because I love you Caverna." Fishlegs told her.

"If you loved me, then me being barren or your parents disapproving of my lack of ability to have children shouldn't have any affect what so ever on our relationship, but I can see from your face, it does." She told him. "Good night Fishlegs." She then walked inside the Great Hall, leaving Fishlegs stood outside, alone.


	14. Alone

The morning after the feast, Fishlegs woke up in his bed with a major headache, and he vowed to himself that he wouldn't drink another mug of ale for as long as he could. He looked over to find Meatlug still asleep on her bed, he suddenly remembered the discussion which had occurred between himself and Caverna and he groaned.

"Oh no." Fishlegs groaned. "What have I done?"

At his words, Meatlug woke up and licked him, making him give her a small smile, yet his seemed to only confuse the dragon and she butted her head against him as her way of asking whether he was okay or not.

"I'm fine girl, I just made a mistake with Caverna last night and I need to fix it...Fancy a ride before breakfast?"

This seemed to get the dragon motivated, and she got up and flew out of the bedroom window as Fishlegs grabbed his helmet and ran downstairs as fast as he could, nearly running into his mother who was serving breakfast.

"Fishlegs, where are ya going?" She shouted after him as he ran out of the house.

"I'll be right back mom, I have to see Caverna!" He yelled back, climbing onto Meatlug as she flew down to meet him and they flew off towards the Chief's house.

The minute he got to the Chief's house, he slid off of his dragon and knocked on the door, only to find that the Chief answered it.

"Um...Good morning Sir..."

"Good mornin' Fishlegs, what can I do for ya?" Stoick asked.

"I was wondering if Caverna was here?" Fishlegs asked.

"No, she went flying with Hiccup and Astrid early this morning, but I wanted to speak to you anyway Fishlegs." Stoick told him, allowing him to come inside.

Fishlegs walked inside the house, and he looked around in awe since he had never actually been inside the chief's home before, and he stood awkwardly as Stoick sat in one of the high backed chairs.

"W-What did you want to talk to me about, Sir?" Fishlegs asked.

"You and Caverna..." Stoick told him, causing Fishleg's heartbeat to quicken.

"What about us, Sir?"

Well, she looked very down this morning, and Astrid mentioned that she had noticed you two having a little 'lovers spat'. I only wish to know that you don't intend to hurt her, after all she is my little girl now, and I feel responsible for her." Stoick told him.

"Sir...Yes we had a spat, and I've come to apologise for it, I was out of order and I really upset her." He would have said more, before the front door opened and two night furies bounded in, trying to pin each other and they were followed by Hiccup, Astrid and Caverna.

"Hey Fishlegs, what are you doing here?" Hiccup asked as he saw his friend, his arms around Astrid, and they all looked windswept.

"Oh...Um...I came to see Caverna." Fishlegs told them and he watched Caverna walk past, towards the stairs.

"I'm not interested." Caverna told them as she pulled her hood and mask down as she walked up the stairs.

"I'll go and talk to her." Astrid told them and she walked over towards the stairs, however she stopped in order to let Snowcap go upstairs first.

"What happened with you two last night?" Hiccup asked Fishlegs. "One dance and you were fine, the next it looked like she was going to severely injure you."

Fishlegs sighed and told Hiccup and Stoick what had happened last night, as Toothless moved to lie in front of the hearth as he waited for his mate to return.

"Fishlegs are you crazy, your parents don't need to have a say in your relationship with Caverna and now you've let her know that her being barren bothers you, you're going to be lucky if he even comes near you again." Hiccup told him.

Fishlegs sighed. "I know, I realised it the minute I said it, and she won't give me a chance to apologise."

"Apologise!?"

Everyone looked at the stairs to find Caverna looking at them and she was frozen, though she did move in order to let Snowcap past.

"You think that you can just apologise and everything will be okay?" Caverna asked him.

"Well...Um...Yes..."

Caverna looked at him. "Get out, I don't want to see you or speak to you until you and everyone else realises that having kids isn't always the best thing and that not having them doesn't always matter!" She suddenly shouted "And by the way, we're over." She walked away, back up the stairs moving past Astrid as she came back down.

Snowcap let out a whine at hearing the emotional pain in her rider's voice and she watched her rider leave, though this time she stayed with Toothless and didn't follow her rider. Whilst Fishlegs looked ready to follow Caverna, and he sniffed to hold back his tears, he hadn't wanted to upset her this bad and end their relationship, heck he loved her more than anything even though they hadn't been going out for long.

"Fishlegs...Are you okay?" Hiccup asked, seeing how frozen and sad his friend looked.

"No...I mean...Yes, of course...I should probably go...Goodbye everyone." He headed outside, where he mounted Meatlug and flew off back towards his home.

Hiccup, Stoick, Astrid, Toothless and Snowcap watched him leave and then they all looked up at hearing crying from upstairs that was when Hiccup headed upstairs to check on Caverna and found her sitting curled up on the bed, wiping away tears.

"Hey, want to have a brother and sister chat?" He asked, walking in and closing the door behind him.

"It would be slightly biased if I did; he's one of your closest friends." Caverna told him.

"So, you're now my sister, Caverna you can talk to me about anything, I promise you that, and even if it's about one of my friends, I promise that I won't be biased in any way, shape or form." Hiccup told her.

As Caverna sat up on her bed and told Hiccup everything that had happened to cause downstairs scene of events to unfold between her and Fishlegs, Snowcap and Toothless were curled up together by the fireplace as Stoick and Astrid looked on.

"_How are you feeling...You known...After last night?"_ Toothless asked her.

"_I feel fine Toothless, stop worrying."_ Snowcap told him with a giggle.

"_I can't help but worry about you, I mean I'm older and a lot bigger, I didn't want to hurt you." _Toothless told her as he nuzzled his head against her neck.

"_You didn't."_ She told him, before she nuzzled him and the two started to let off a purring noise the more they nuzzled each other.

"Hey, none of that, both of you, out." Stoick ordered the two dragons, which just looked at him and Astrid, before Snowcap nuzzled him and gestured for him to follow as she stood and she left the house, and suddenly tackled Stormfly who was lounging around in what sun she could. The sudden pounce by the smaller night fury, made Stormfly roll over with a loud squawk of surprise before she and Snowcap started to play fight. Toothless watched them for a few minutes before he ran out and joined them. The mere sight of it made Astrid and Stoick laugh.

"Oh god, poor Stormfly." Astrid laughed.

"Why, what's going on?"

The voice turned out to be Hiccup, who was stood on the bottom step of the stairs looking from his girlfriend to his father then he moved to look out of the door and he laughed at seeing the three dragons.

"Poor Stormfly." He laughed as both Toothless and Snowcap both pinned Stormfly to the ground, before there was the faint sound of a whistle and Snowcap flew off only to arrive back on the ground with Caverna on her back. When Caverna was on the ground, Snowcap went back to playing with Toothless and Stormfly and Caverna, Astrid and Hiccup all went for a walk down to the town.


	15. Trouble

A few days had passed since Fishlegs and Caverna's break up, and now the whole village had heard about it and now Caverna couldn't go anywhere without it. At this point, Caverna had taken to working in the forge with Gobber and Hiccup, and she showed Gobber how she made her weapons and even crafted him a new axe, which were almost as good as the ones that Hiccup made. It had gotten to be so late at night that not even Gobber or Hiccup was at the forge as Caverna worked, and she was busy finishing up a hammer that she had been working on for the past week. She had shed the top part of her uniform, and she was covered in sweat from the heat of the fire. She had no worried about being disturbed because she knew that the rest of the village were asleep, and Stoick had gone on his battle trip, most of the village had gone with him, so the gossip had been lessened by a lot. Anyway, she was busy at work, hammering away at the blade of the hammer and she wiped her forehead with the back of her gloves that Hiccup had given her to wear when she had first started at the forge and she plunged the piece of metal straight into the bucket of cold water next to her. However, she smiled as she heard a growl come from Snowcap who was lying outside of the forge in the cool night air.

"Alright Snow, I'll leave the head in the bucket for the night and we can head home." She told the dragon as she put her gloves and apron away and pulled on the top of her suit, fastening it as she walked outside. Yet, once she was outside, she froze at finding Snowcap tied up with ropes and chains and men in strange armour surrounding her, all pointing weapons at her.

"You know, this seems really unfair right now." Caverna told them.

"Oh be quite, girl." A man told her as he walked forward through the circle of men, holding a crossbow at her. "Tell me your name." He ordered her.

"Caverna Haddock."

At hearing her surname, the man laughed manically. "Well, well, Hiccup's new sister, I must admit, you're very beautiful for a relative of Hiccup's." He went to touch her hair, but she hit his hand away.

Meanwhile, Toothless was pacing in Hiccup's room, he kept worrying about where Snowcap was, since she and Caverna had meant to be back a while ago. Hiccup and Astrid were lying in bed, Hiccup shirtless and Astrid wearing a nightgown as she laid her head down on her boyfriend's chest, watching the agitated dragon.

"Toothless, will you just relax bud, Snowcap will be fine." Hiccup told him.

Toothless just gave him a doubtful growl in response, before he stood up and put his paws on the windowsill, looking out towards the forge and something didn't seem right, and this just made him snarl, especially when he caught a familiar scent.

"Toothless, what's the matter bud?" Hiccup asked as he walked over when he heard the growl and he looked over at the forge and he noticed something strange. "Astrid, I think we had best get changed."

"Why, what's wrong Hiccup?" Astrid asked him as she got up and started to get changed back into her armour as Hiccup got dressed.

"Something's going on at the forge." Hiccup told her as he readied Toothless and the teens left the room, running down the stairs as Toothless left through the window. When they got outside, they heard a familiar 'evil' laugh and they recognised it immediately.

"Outcasts." Astrid whispered.

Hiccup got onto Toothless' back and he looked at Astrid as she got onto Stormfly, both of them ready for battle, yet Astrid knew he was worried for his sister just as she was worried for her friend.

"You go and get Fishlegs, Snotlout and the twins, Caverna might need our help." Hiccup told her, and as Astrid nodded, getting Stormfly to walk towards the nearest houses and kept out of sight, Hiccup got Toothless to get as close as possible without being spotted.

When they reached the group, Hiccup had to keep Toothless still and not let him go rushing in to help his mate. Instead, they hid behind the forge and listened to what was going on.

"Where is the Dragon Conqueror?" The man asked Caverna who was being held on her knees by some of the man's men.

"How do you know that you're not looking at her?" Caverna asked him.

The man just laughed at her. "Oh please, I know the Dragon Conqueror is your big brother, little Hiccup Haddock."

"Hiccup isn't on the island anymore; he left with our father to see to things overseas." She lied.

"I can tell that you're lying, you stupid girl." The man suddenly hit her across the face; this earned him a snarl from Snowcap, before she whimpered as she was weighed down even more by his men.

Toothless saw how badly his mate and rider's sister was being treated and he suddenly lunged forward, throwing the men who had hold of Snowcap to the ground.

"Toothless!" Hiccup and Caverna shouted, Hiccup coming into view, which made the man in front of Caverna laugh.

"Not here is he?" He suddenly grabbed Hiccup. "Now Hiccup, you're going to come with me and train my dragons."

"And if I say no?" Hiccup asked, choking for breathe.

"Then, I'm going to kill everyone in this village, starting with your precious little sister here, until you say yes." The man told him, throwing him to one of his other men that now didn't have hold of Snowcap.

"No, let him go!" Caverna screamed, before she suddenly head butted one of the men who had hold of her and whilst he was busy dealing with a massive nosebleed, she elbowed the other in the chest, and then turned around to punch him in the face.

When she was free, she looked at the man and she caught his wrist as he went to hit her and she managed to twist it back, causing him to fall to his knees as the other dragon rider's flew in. At seeing the other dragon riders, most of the men backed off, which meant that Hiccup could get back to breathing normally, yet he still had a man holding him. However, this didn't remain the problem for long, as Astrid hit the man on the head with the back of her axe and he fell to the floor, freeing Hiccup so that he could climb onto Stormfly behind Astrid. They flew off into the sky but stayed a distance up with Fishlegs and the twins as they watched Caverna. Caverna was getting hit left right and centre by Alvin, but she was giving as good as she got.

"Caverna, jump!" Snotlout shouted to her and she looked up at him before she looked for something to help her to reach him and then she suddenly had an idea.

As Alvin went to hit her again, she dodged and hit him in the face with her fist, and then as he was on the ground, dealing with his own nosebleed, she took a running jump and landed on his back before she used it as a platform and jumped into the air, grabbing hold of Snotlout's outstretched hand. As Snotlout got Hookfang to fly after the others, he pulled Caverna up behind him.

"Hold on to me." He told her, and he smirked to himself at feeling her arms wrap tightly around his waist.

They eventually flew alongside the others and Hiccup looked over at his sister, who didn't move her face from where she had buried it in Snotlout's back, and then he glanced at Fishlegs who was looking at them with a face of jealousy.

"Caverna, it's okay, you're safe now." Hiccup called over.

"Caverna and Snotlout, sitting in a tree, K-I-S-S-I-N-G!" The twins suddenly chanted, which caused both Caverna and Snotlout to glare at them.

"Shut up." Caverna told them.

However, there was a scream from Astrid and Hiccup as a boulder suddenly went past them and caused Astrid to fall from the saddle of Stormfly when she twisted to avoid it.

"Astrid!" Hiccup shouted.

Caverna watched and she suddenly let go of Snotlout before she pulled her hood up over her head and her mask up to her eyes and slid from behind him, into open air and then she fell.

"Caverna!" Fishlegs and Snotlout shouted as they watched her fall towards a screaming Astrid, who was hurtling towards the ground.

"Hiccup, do something!" Fishlegs shouted at them, but Hiccup didn't move.

"No, trust Caverna, she wouldn't have jumped if she wasn't sure about what was happening." Hiccup told them and he watched his sister and girlfriend fall.

As they fell, Caverna managed to let out a whistle, and suddenly a black shape flew against the night sky towards her, and she climbed onto Snow's back after gripping the reigns. Only when she was fully seated, did Caverna tell Snow to get Astrid. The dragon obeyed her rider immediately, after all she did think Astrid was a nice person, even for a human, and she managed to catch Astrid, just before she hit the ground.

"Well done Snow." Caverna praised and she watched her dragon put Astrid on the ground, before she looked at Hiccup as he landed on Stormfly and jumped off. They all found themselves in Raven's Point and they seemed to be safe for now, so they all dismounted and laughed as Hiccup got bowled over by Toothless who ran towards them.

All of the teens sat down for a while and let the dragons relax for a few minutes, befoe they decided to try and come up with a plan.

"How many are there?"

"I'm guessing no more than ten ships, maybe less." Caverna told them. "But on another note, who was that guy?" She asked, and as she looked at them, everyone knew why she kept her face hidden in Snotlout's back, her right cheek was bruised, she had a black eye and cuts on her face.

"Oh Caverna." Hiccup sighed. "His name is Alvin, Alvin the Treacherous..."

"But Hiccup, dad said that he was going to help my old village fight off this Alvin." She told him.

Hiccup froze. "That's right...He did..."

"And he knew that Stoick would leave us here with the dragons and those who couldn't defend themselves properly..." Astrid added.

"That means, Stoick's sailed into a trap..." Fishlegs told them.

"No, we're the ones who are trapped." Caverna told him. "We can't leave the village because that would put everyone else at risk, and we can't fight because that means we could die, or our dragons could die."

"So, what do we do?" Ruffnut asked.

"What does Alvin want?" Snotlout asked.

"He wants the Dragon Conqueror." Caverna told him. "He wants to ride dragons like we do, and he wants Hiccup to show him."

"But Alvin could use either of you to show him how to fight dragons." Tuffnut informed them. "I mean, you've had Snowcap since the day se hatched, and Hiccup's only had Toothless for a few years."

"Yes, but Alvin doesn't know that, he just knows that she's Hiccup's sister, he could have though Snowcap was Toothless." Astrid told them.

"Whatever the reason, we had best keep moving." Caverna told them. "Someone's coming." As she spoke, arrows hit the floor by her feet and everyone went into flight mode.

"Go to the cove." Hiccup shouted over the commotion as he watched those whose dragons couldn't run through the forest took off flying, whilst Caverna and Hiccup climbed onto Toothless and Snowcap's backs and their dragons started running.

Toothless and Snowcap got their riders to the cove the quickest, and when they had dismounted, Hiccup and Caverna soon found themselves pushed into a cave, and the two dragons guarding the exit. However, the two dragons kept their back to the humans and they were growling. They were warning someone, and from the laugh they recognised it to be Alvin that they were growling at.

"Well well, too scared to face me are yeh?" He shouted through into the cave, before he clicked his fingers.

At the click of Alvin's fingers, Hiccup and Caverna's friends were brought forward, and they could hear Astrid's struggling and her yelling of how she was going to kill Alvin.

Alvin groaned at Astrid's shouting. "Listen to me Hiccup – Someone shut her up!" He shouted and Astrid was suddenly gagged. "Listen to me, the pair of you, you will give over your night furies to me, or you can watch all of your friends and their dragons die!"

Hiccup looked at Caverna. "What do we do?" He whispered.

"I don't know." She whispered back. "But we need to do something..." She thought for a while. "Let me walk out and face him."

"Why you?" Hiccup asked her.

"Because I'm not as breakable." She told him, standing up and putting her hood and mask up.

Hiccup groaned at her logic, but he knew that there was no discommoding her now. "Fine, just promise me you'll be careful."

"I will." She told him, moving towards the dragons and she touched both Snowcap and Toothless' heads to calm them as she walked forward, though Snowcap tried to stop her.

"It's okay Snow, let me go." Caverna told her, kissing her head. "Toothless look after her."

She then left the two dragons and Hiccup, walking towards Alvin, she knew that this was a bad idea, but right now it was all she had to save her dragon.


	16. Viking in Shining Armour

Caverna held her head high as she walked out towards Alvin, her hood and mask covering most of her face as she walked. Whilst she walked, she pulled a dagger from her suit and she was soon a foot away from him. Alvin just looked her up and down before he let out a growl of frustration.

"No more games girl, where is Hiccup Haddock!" He bellowed; hitting her with the back of his hand so she fell to the floor.

"Somewhere where you, can't find him." Caverna him as she picked herself up. "It's me or nothing; I've been training dragons much longer than he has."

"Is that so?" Alvin asked, before he suddenly picked her up by her throat.

Caverna grabbed his hand that held her neck with one hand, finding it really hard to breathe at this point.

"We shall see about the-" He suddenly let out a cry as Caverna slashed at his face with the dagger that she still held in her other hand. When she hit the floor, Caverna got herself to her feet as fast as possible and she ran towards a rock, jumping on it and she then jumped up, getting picked up by a purple Deadly Nadder. At seeing her fly away, Alvin gave off a roar of a cry, just as Skullcrusher flew down and almost landed on Alvin, who just about managed to get out of the way, and kept dodging the dragon's fire as Caverna landed the Nadder next to Skullcrusher.

Alvin looked at her, and then he looked at his men who had joined them. "What are you waiting for, attack!"

As the men ran towards Caverna, Snowcap suddenly ran at them, jumping in the way and she managed to get most of them off, before they eventually pinned her down and this caused Caverna to jump off of the Nadder's back and the Nadder went to help Snowcap, just as Toothless and Skullcrusher did.

Caverna noticed that Hiccup had gotten out of the cave and she threw him a dagger from her suit, and nodded to their friends who were tied up, silently telling him to help them. When Hiccup caught the dagger, he ran to where his friends were bound and he undone the gag on Astrid, kissing her cheek as he cut the ropes around her, and then went on to do the same for the rest of their friends. Caverna unsheathed her swords and she started to fight the men that attacked her, she was good but she soon found herself overpowered and the men dragged her over to Alvin.

"Alvin, what do we do with her?" One asked, nodding down to the nearly unconscious Caverna that he had hold of.

"Pass me her swords." Alvin told them and he held her swords in his hands, shifting them in his hands. "Impressive craftsmanship." He muttered, he seemed to be in awe of the pieces of metal in his hands, before he watched his men force Caverna to her knees. Hiccup could only watch as Caverna looked up at him, and she mouthed for him to run, and he didn't have any choice, especially when Astrid pulled at him to leave. He stole one last look at his sister, and this was when he realised, Alvin was going to kill her and she would die for the just to help them to escape.

Yet when he got to the escape route, he looked back seeing that Toothless was staying to protect Snowcap, and the Deadly Nadder and Skullcrusher had also stayed to protect her.

"Toothless, come on."

Toothless looked back at him and he shook his head at his rider, if his mate was going to die alongside her rider, then he was going to die alongside his mate, but Toothless didn't expect to hear his rider's mate calling for his rider.

"Hiccup, come back!" Astrid shouted and she tried to chase after him, but Snotlout and Fishlegs held her back.

Hiccup on the other hand, was running as fast as he could back towards his sister and their dragons, before he suddenly swung his arms around Toothless' neck and stayed attached to him, as Caverna somehow managed to do the same to Snowcap. The two teens looked at each other and they reached out towards each other with one of their hands and they held each other's hands burying their faces in their dragon's necks. They heard the cries of their friends, Astrid's sobs as she watched Hiccup simply give up, and she heard Snotlout and Fishlegs sniffles as they watched Caverna. As they heard the battle cry from Alvin, they both braced themselves for the blow of the sword, but it never came, instead what came was the clang of metal hitting metal. Opening their eyes and looking up, they found Stoick the Vast stood in front of them, protecting them.

"Don't you dare touch my children." He sneered at Alvin.

Alvin just laughed and the two broke away, and Stoick looked back at his children. "Hiccup, Caverna, get out of here."

"Dad, look out!" Caverna shouted as she saw Alvin throw the sword at Stoick, but before Stoick could turn, Skullcrusher grabbed the sword in his mouth and threw it out of the way.

Stoick looked at Alvin and he suddenly punched him in the face, before he looked at his children. "Go home you two." As he spoke, he mounted his dragon and he flew off, with Skullcrusher picking Alvin up in his claws and flying off.

Caverna and Hiccup watched Stoick fly off, before they watched as Hiccup was thrown to the floor with a crying Astrid lying on top of him almost choking him with how tight her hug was.

"Astrid, I can't breathe." He choked out, and she sat up so she was straddling his lap and she punched him in the arm.

"OW!" Hiccup complained.

"That's for giving up and scaring me." Astrid told him, before she pulled him forward by his shirt and kissed him. "That's for everything else."

Hiccup gave her a goofy grin, before the two stood up and Hiccup pulled her in for another kiss, which had the other teens rolling their eyes. Caverna ended up leaving the group and walking to where Skullcrusher had spat out her sword and she sat on the ground cleaning it up, before she knelt up on her knees and slid it back into its holster. Fishlegs watched Caverna as he stayed near the other teens, and he noticed Snotlout was also watching her. At seeing how Snotlout looked at Caverna, Fishlegs immediately felt jealous, though he pushed his feelings back when Caverna started to speak.

"We'd best get back to the village." She told the group.

"Yeah, but, uh, who's going to tell Hiccup and Astrid." Tuffnut asked as he pointed to where Hiccup and Astrid were still kissing.

"Not a problem." She walked to stand within a few centimetres of the pair and she suddenly gave off a loud whistle causing them both to jump apart. "Problem solved."

The twins just laughed before Caverna walked to where Snowcap and Toothless were lying next to each other and the Nadder was walking around nipping on some grass.

"Looks like we're going to have to share." Caverna told them.

"Well, that might be hard, since there are only three dragons and seven of us." Fishlegs told them.

"The Nadder can carry two on its back and one in its talons." Caverna shrugged, and she felt everyone's eyes on her as she slid onto Snowcap's back and she watched Hiccup and Astrid get onto Toothless, with Astrid sliding her arms tightly around Hiccup's waist. Fishlegs took his chance since he as closer to Caverna than Snotlout was and he climbed onto Snowcap, despite the dragons snarls at him.

"Hey, it's alright, it's just until we get home." Caverna told her dragon and she looked back at Fishlegs. "You might want to hold onto me." She told him as everyone else got seated on the dragons, the twins riding the Nadder whilst Snotlout got carried since he was now in a mood because of how close Fishlegs and Caverna were.

They flew back towards the village in relative silence, Snowcap flying alongside Toothless as the teens watched the early morning sunrise.

"Oh Hiccup, it's beautiful." Astrid told him.

"I know." He smiled, looking back to kiss the corner of her mouth, before he went to concentrating on his flight.

Fishlegs looked at the sunset before he started to play with Caverna's hair like he always used to do when she hadn't pulled her hood up.

"Fishlegs, what are you doing?" Caverna asked him.

"Trying to get your attention." He admitted, stopping his movements.

"Why?" She asked, looking back at him knowing that Snowcap wouldn't let them crash if she did.

"Oh, um for no reason." Fishlegs told her, and he looked at her as she dismounted her dragon once they had gotten to Berk. Snowcap soon got annoyed that Fishlegs still hadn't gotten off of her back, and she suddenly threw him off.

"Wow, Snowcap really doesn't like you, does she 'Legs?" Hiccup asked as Caverna calmed her dragon, before she walked over to Fishlegs holding out a hand.

"Need some help up?"

Fishlegs simply nodded, his face bright red as he took her hand and she helped him back onto his feet.

When he was standing, Caverna gave him a soft smile before she walked back to her dragon and tapped her nose, causing the dragon to sneeze.

"I told you not to do things like that, it's not nice Snowcap." Caverna told her.

Snowcap just gave her a look of innocence, before she nuzzled her rider in an attempt to apologise, and Caverna soon melted, hugging her dragon. "Alright, now go and apologise to Fishlegs."

Snowcap grumbled, before she walked over to Fishlegs and nudged him before she walked back over to her rider.

"Sorry Fishlegs, I really don't know what's gotten into her." Caverna shrugged.

"Don't, um, don't worry about it." Fishlegs told her. "Well, I'd best head to bed, see you later everyone." He quickly scampered off.

"Fishlegs is right; we had all best head to bed." Astrid told them as she noticed the twins yawning and even Caverna was yawning.

"Hey Caverna, if you're too tired to walk, I'll carry you." Snotlout told her, a lustful glint in his eye.

The look that he gave her, made Caverna almost throw up in her mouth, before she shuddered. "Ugh, no thanks Snotlout, I'd rather walk."

Snotlout didn't seem upset by being given the brush off, after all he had been receiving the same treatment from Astrid for years, and he simply watched her walk towards the Haddock house.

After walking Astrid home, Hiccup also went home and he found Caverna sitting in front of the fire on the floor, curled up with her head on Snowcap's side, and Snowcap had dragged a fur blanket from one of the sofa's and lay it over her whilst she slept.

"Hey girl." Hiccup smiled when the dragon looked at him and Toothless after he had entered the household. Snowcap gave him a simple nod as her greeting, before she nuzzled Toothless, giving him a soft purr though she was careful not to disturb her sleeping rider.

"Is she asleep?" Hiccup asked the dragon, moving to sit next to Snowcap, though he was leaning against Toothless.

Snowcap gave him a nod as she watched Toothless pull a blanket over Hiccup as he settled down by the fire, before both dragons put their heads down next to each other and slowly fell asleep. Hiccup watched his sister and their dragons, before he felt his eyelids become heavy and he too fell asleep under the furs and against his dragon. None of them noticed Stoick eventually enter the house, though when he saw them all, he smiled. He then gently took Caverna from Snowcap who raised her head ready to defend her helpless rider, but relaxed at noticing Stoick, and she followed the chief as he carried Caverna upstairs to her room, and tucked her in, making sure he took off the top part of her flight suit and her swords first. Kissing her head he left her to sleep, before he went and brought Hiccup up to his room and he found Toothless making himself comfortable on his rock as he kissed his son's forehead and left him to sleep. As he made his way to his own bedroom, Stoick couldn't help but feel proud of his children, yes they might have nearly died today and they would have died if he hadn't realised that their mission had been a trap, but he felt proud that they were still with their hands holding onto each other as they waited for the fall of the blade. That showed their strong bond as adopted siblings, but he had also found out something that could possibly change the way in which the two felt for each other whilst he had been away, but he knew that he would have to wait until tomorrow to tell them. For now he was going to get some sleep, and allow his children and dragons to do the same. What he had to say could definitely wait until the morning?


	17. Secret

Both Hiccup and Caverna slept through the night and well into the morning, only to be woken up by their dragon prodding the pair of them so that they could go to the dragon academy. Hiccup woke up first with a groan and they looked around finding themselves in their rooms, though neither of them remembered how they got there in the first place, but they let it slide. Getting up, they both threw their clothes on and ran downstairs; finding some porridge on the stove, and Caverna had Snowcap light the fire to warm it, as Hiccup and Toothless set the table. Caverna served two bowls of porridge and set them on the table as Hiccup fed the dragons. When the teens both sat down at the table, Caverna found that Hiccup was looking at her in a rather peculiar way as he ate.

"What's on your mind?" She asked.

"Nothing really, I guess that I'm just tired, we did have a rather late night – slash – really early morning fight earlier." He told her.

Caverna laughed. "Yeah, we did." She smiled, finishing her porridge, and as they threw their bowls into the wash basin to clean later, they ran outside with their dragons following and as they mounted them, they flew off towards the Dragon Academy. As they flew, they both looked around at the village, everyone seemed oblivious to what had occurred the previous night and Caverna looked at him.

"It's like nothing's happened." She told him.

"Yeah, I know." Hiccup sighed.

They flew together, mainly in silence, and when they reached the dragon academy, Hiccup walked round to her and helped her off the dragon, but this caused her to laugh at him, before they looked around and they found Astrid, Fishlegs and Snotlout all huddled up together.

"Um, guys what's going on?" Hiccup asked them as he walked over, causing the group to suddenly turn to face him, pushing something behind their backs.

"What are you guys hiding?" Caverna asked them.

"Nothing." They chorused.

"Where are the twins?" Fishlegs suddenly asked, and they all looked around, though whilst Caverna and Hiccup's attentions were on locating the twins, Fishlegs, Snotlout and Astrid all hid whatever was behind their backs in their saddlebags.

"So, what are we learning today?" Astrid asked as the twins turned up.

"Well, Caverna is going to take this lesson today, and then tomorrow, we will be going on a residential lesson." Hiccup explained.

"My lesson is going to be about finding a call for your dragon, and I will tell you about the residential trip after the lesson." Caverna told them.

"Phh, why would we need a call?" Snotlout asked.

"In case you are separated from your dragon, and you need them." Caverna told them. "For example..." She looked at Snowcap and made a gesture to her, watching her nod and fly off, out of the arena, before she looked at the other Viking teens. "When Snowcap and I are separated, I can use two different alls to bring her back, the whistle which is the one I frequently use, or the call of a night fury."

"You can actually mimic the call of a night fury?" Fishlegs asked suddenly excited.

Caverna nodded, and she suddenly let out a loud sound, which mimicked that of a night fury, and soon after a call was heard and Snowcap flew back into the arena and up to her rider.

"Good girl." Caverna praised and she scratched Snowcap's head before she looked at the teens. "Who wants to try first?"

After a few minutes, everyone was practicing their calls, with Caverna leaning against Snowcap's side as she lounged in the cool winter sun. Caverna watched the group and she noticed Hiccup and Toothless were doing quite well, as was Astrid and Stormfly, in fact everyone but Snotlout and Hookfang, who were just lounging around. With a sigh, she walked over to him.

"Snotlout, why aren't you taking part?" She asked him as she walked over.

"Because Hookfang and I don't need to, we are both really in tune with each other as it is."

Caverna looked at him with a look that oozed disbelief. "Alright then, show me."

"No problem." He walked away from her and his dragon to the other side of the arena, and he looked at Hookfang. "Hookfang, here!" He barked, causing the dragon to simply ignore him and move to lie in the sun.

"Hey, you stupid reptile, I said, come here!" Snotlout shouted again.

"Snotlout he isn't going to come to you." She told him, walking over to him. "Try a whistle."

"Uh, yeah and how am I supposed to do that?" He asked in disbelief.

"Like this." She put her fingers to her mouth and suddenly whistled Snowcap running over, sitting at hr rider's side.

Snowcap's reaction ended up rubbing Hookfang the wrong way and he sneered at the younger dragon.

"_Lap dog._" He sneered.

"_Shut it overgrown space warmer."_ She told him with a growl.

At the growl, Hookfang went for her, and he ended up catching her, throwing her into a wall.

"_Snowcap_!" Toothless ran towards the two fighting dragons, just as Stormfly and Meatlug did and the three dragons tried to protect her from Hookfang.

"Snotlout, get your dragon under control!" Astrid shouted.

"No way, Snowcap could do with going a few rounds." Snotlout told her, though he suddenly regretted it as Caverna's fist hit his jaw.

As Snotlout was trying to pick himself up from the floor, Caverna whistled and Hookfang started towards her, though once he was within range, she grabbed his horns and threw his head to the ground, standing over him.

"Don't you dare." She warned the dragon, who looked up at her in shock that she could have threw him to the floor like she did and then confusion as to why his rider wasn't helping him. Snotlout watched them, and when Caverna walked away, did he go to his dragon.

"Easy bud, calm down." Snotlout told his dragon, and they both watched as Snowcap and Toothless curled up together.

When it got to the end of the lesson, Caverna stood in front of the group with Hiccup beside her.

"Right, now as we mentioned earlier, we have a residential training exercise next week, it will last for the whole weekend, so we will still have time to help prepare for our annual Snoggletogg holiday." Hiccup told them, though no one noticed the curious look that Hiccup gave her at the mention of Snoggletogg. "Now Caverna is going to explain what will happen."

Caverna looked at the group. "Okay, for this residential, we will be going to dragon island, and just so you know it wasn't just my idea, but Hiccup and Astrid's too, so we will have a mixture of survival training, dragon training and dragon bonding."

"Uh, how are we supposed to bond with our dragons?" Ruffnut asked them.

"It will all be explained properly next week, now come on, we'd all best head home, I'm starving." Caverna told her brother playfully, who simply laughed.

"Are you coming for dinner Astrid?" Hiccup asked.

"Who's cooking?" She asked.

"Hiccup." Caverna told her, "I'm just cutting bread." With a laugh, the three of them mounted their dragons and flew off.

Snotlout stayed in the arena for a little longer, testing his jaw and he noticed Fishlegs was still there, drawing something on a piece of parchment.

"What are you doing?"

"N-nothing." He stuttered, trying to hide the piece of parchment behind his back, but Snotlout snatched it from his hand before he could.

On the piece of parchment, was a drawing of what looked like, well Snotlout had no idea what it was to be exact, but he knew who it was for.

"And you really think she's going to like this?" Snotlout asked him, his tone was snarky yet his big ego showed through it. "Caverna won't like something that meek, she's a chief's daughter she deserves jewels and a proper man to be with her.

"You don't even know what it is." Fishlegs told him as he stood up. "Anyway, what have you got her that you think she will love soo much?"

"It's a silver hairbrush and mirror." He told him proudly. "Along with a ruby necklace."

Fishlegs looked at him, inside he felt gutted that he hadn't thought of something better to give to her, but he tried not to let it show in front of Snotlout. "Yeah, but it still won't impress her, after all, I was her boyfriend when she first came here."

"Yeah, and we can all see how that went." Snotlout laughed. "Face it, you had your chance 'Legs, and you blew it, dramatically." Snotlout climbed on his dragon. "Now if you don't mind, I have to go home and finish off the necklace." He told him, flying off out of the arena.

Meanwhile, in the Great Hall, Stoick and Gobber were talking whilst enjoying a bite to eat and a mug of watered down mead.

"What's the matter Stoick, you look depressed." Gobber asked after he had seen his friend staring at his food for over an hour.

"Nothing is the matter Gobber." Stoick sighed.

"Stoick..."

"Fine, do you remember when we went to Caverna's old village, and I went off to speak to Helena and Brock?"

"Yes..."

"Well, they confirmed it, Caverna is actually my biological daughter, when she was taken, Val made her way to that island where she gave birth but left the baby in the care of Brock and Helena." Stoick told him, looking over at his friend who was just looking at him.

"Do the kids know?" Gobber asked, pushing his food away, this was more important right now.

"No, I would have told them last night, but I found them curled up together by the fire with their dragons." Stoick told him. "I'm going to tell them tonight when I go home."

"Why don't we go now, they are probably home having dinner right about now." Gobber told him as he stood up, and Stoick sighed doing the same. The two men walked in partial silence and they found Snowcap, Toothless and Stormfly lying in what sun they could get outside of the house and there was laughter coming from inside.

Meanwhile, inside Hiccup, Caverna and Astrid were sitting around the table, enjoying some stew that Hiccup had made and they were looking over a list on a piece of parchment.

"You know Astrid, Hiccup would make the perfect househusband, I mean, he cooks, he cleans, he cares for those he loves, what else does a housewife do that h doesn't?" Caverna asked playfully, which ended up with laughter and Hiccup playfully shoving her off her chair and onto the floor.

"Come on you two, be serious." Astrid told them, though even she was laughing as she watched Caverna pick herself up. "We need to get this list sorted for the residential next week."

"Relax Astrid; I think we've covered everything." Caverna told her, looking over the list as she finished her food, and gave her bowl to Hiccup who went to wash them.

"I think that to, but I also feel like we're missing something." Astrid sighed. "Maybe if I sleep on it I'll think of it."

"Yeah maybe." Caverna laughed.

Hiccup laughed as he joined them and they all turned around as they heard the door open and Stoick the Vast and Gobber the Belch stood there.

"Hey dad, hey Gobber." Hiccup greeted.

"Hi dad." Caverna smiled. "Hi Gobber."

"Hello you two, and hello Astrid." Stoick smiled as he walked inside and Astrid gave him a nod, before Caverna spoke.

"Would you like some stew dad?" Caverna asked him. "Hiccup made it, and he made plenty of it."

"I'll have some for supper, Gobber I had lunch in the Great Hall today." Stoick told them. "I actually need to talk to you two."

"Would you like me to leave, Sir?" Astrid asked.

"No Astrid, you can stay." Stoick told her, before he sat in his large armchair and gestured for the children to sit before him.

When Caverna and Hiccup were sat in front of him on the floor, he looked at them, and now they were both lit by the fire and sitting side by side, did he realise that they were both even more similar that people told him.

"What is it dad?" Caverna asked.

"I found out something whilst I was on your old island Caverna."

"What was it dad?" Hiccup asked him.

"You mother..." He almost stopped at seeing the look of loss on his son's face and how Caverna looked at the floor, but he continued, he needed to tell them. "When she was taken, she was pregnant; she made her way to that tribe where she gave birth...To a girl..."

Caverna looked up at feeling everyone's eyes on her. "So, what does this mean?" She asked Stoick.

"It means that you and Hiccup are actually related, you're biological brother and sister, and I'm your real father." Stoick told her.

Caverna soon found herself on her feet, just as Hiccup did and they looked at each other, before they both suddenly beamed and hugged each other tightly. The sight had Stoick, Gobber and Astrid all tearing up as they watched the two siblings. When they eventually pulled away, through Caverna's hold being too tight and Hiccup finding it hard to breathe, they shared a happy laugh.

"Now I have something to ask all of you." Caverna told them.

"Anything." Stoick told hr standing up.

"What's Snoggletogg?" She asked and everyone looked at her in surprise, before they started to laugh and that was how they ended their day, laughter and fun with a few explanation thrown in for good measure.


	18. Break Away

The rest of the week went by in a blur or excitement and anticipation, Snoggletog was nearly here, and everyone was starting to get excited. Hiccup and Stoick had later explained to Caverna that Snoggletog was an annual holiday where children, lovers, friends, parents and other family members gave gifts to each other. This had set Caverna's mind racing, she wondered what she would give her father on this occasion, since now Stoick had revealed that she was his biological daughter, she wanted to make it special, it was the same situation for Hiccup, and what could she get her now biological brother? It certainly was difficult, and then inspiration struck her as she was working late in the forge. The axe that she had been working on for weeks would be the perfect present for Stoick; he always talked about getting a new hammer. Then she remembered Hiccup's flight suit, she had finished making her own a few nights ago, and had started on cutting the leather to fight his exact measurements, if she finished it in time, it would be the perfect Snoggletog present. It hadn't taken long for her to almost finish Hiccup's suit, but she had to put it on hold as she needed to pack for the residential trip she, Astrid and Hiccup had organised. A she put some things into a sack, she looked up hearing a knock on the door.

"Come in." She called.

At her words, the door opened and a familiar studded skirt could be seen, and she immediately recognised it as Astrid. Who jumped up onto the bed and sat cross-legged in front of her, just waiting whilst she was packing.

When she was finished, Caverna put her bag down on the floor and only then did Astrid notice her leather suit was hung up and Caverna was wearing her tunic and a pair of leggings, her hair wasn't as windswept as it usually was, and she actually looked different.

"Whoa, Caverna, you look different." Astrid told her, causing Caverna to look at her.

"How?" She asked.

"Well, you're hair is actually tidy, and you're not in your suit." Astrid told her.

"Oh, yeah, I haven't been outside yet." Caverna told her. "I've spent all morning up here, getting my things ready." She nodded to the bag.

"Oh...Well, um, how are things with you and Hiccup, you know now you're both actually brother and sister?"

"Things are good, he's been pretty busy at the forge, making and designing stuff, and helping me makes dad's Snoggletog present."

"Oh right, speaking of Snoggletog gifts, what are you giving Hiccup?"

"I'm making him his flight suit, he was going to do it, but then we realised that I was the best at sewing, and I had already made many for myself." She shrugged. "What about you?"

"I have no idea...What does he like?"

"Drawing...Actually he's running out of ink, if you want, once this week is over, if your trading friend isn't here, then I will fly you out to where we can get some special squid ink." Caverna told her.

Astrid smiled. "That would be wonderful." The two stayed there throughout the rest of the day, talking and panning what they were going to get their loved ones for Snoggletog, and they both wound up being pretty excited by the time Hiccup and Stoick came back.

The next day, they all set out for their residential lesson, Hiccup and Caverna had spent most of the evening and night choosing what they felt was the perfect location. In the end, they settled on an island which was a few hours flight from Berk, it was rich in vegetation, water and rogue dragons. The perfect environment for their training, and when they landed they decided to split into groups.

"Alright, the rules are that you can only use your dragons as a defence against rogue dragons, but you need to get you supplies yourselves." Astrid explained.

"Now, we will all be going off in groups, Ruffnut and Tuffnut will go North, Astrid and I will go West and Snotlout, Fishlegs and Caverna will go East." Hiccup explained. "We will all meet up at the end of the week in the air back here."

At everyone's agreement, Astrid and Hiccup went their way accompanied by Stormfly and Toothless, Ruffnut and Tuffnut went their way accompanied by Barf and Belch and finally, Caverna, Fishlegs and Snotlout went in their direction, accompanied by their dragons: Meatlug, Snowcap and Hookfang. Trying to separate Toothless and Snowcap proved to be difficult for both Hiccup and Caverna, mainly because the dragons decided to almost stick themselves to each other, but eventually they were free. Snowcap stayed close to her rider as they walked, making sure that neither of the two males who accompanied them were able to get within a few feet of her, mainly because if they did then they risked standing on Snowcap's tail and that wouldn't have ended well for who did.

Meanwhile, Astrid and Hiccup were enjoying their time away with their dragons, and they built their shelter together. While they were being resourceful, Stormfly was trying, and failing to distract Toothless from missing his mate too much and after trying loads of little things to get his attention, she eventually simply pushed him over, causing Toothless to look at her as he lay where he had landed when she pushed him.

"_What was that for_?" He asked her.

"_So you wouldn't act depressed, because you aren't able to see your mate."_ She squawked at him. "_Come on Tooth, she's only going to be away for a week, you can last that long can't you_?"

He sighed. "_To be honest Storm, I don't think I can_."

"_What do you mean Toothless_?"

"_I mean that I worry for her, she could be making our nest soon, I don't want to miss it_."

Stormfly was stunned into silence as she let what Toothless had said sink in, he and Snowcap could be parents any day now...That would mean that they had done the deed, they had truly become mates...She suddenly felt so happy for them, so happy that she suddenly tackled the smaller night fury to the floor.

"_Oh Toothless, congratulations, I'm sorry happy for you and Snowcap, you'll both make great parents_." She gushed.

"_Thanks Storm...Now can you let me breathe?"_ Toothless got out as he struggled to breathe under the weight of the Deadly Nadder.

Hiccup and Astrid watched the two dragons and they both seemed pretty confused, but they let it drop, after all who was ever going to understand the friendship between those two.

Their night was mainly uneventful, with the dragons asleep outside, Hiccup and Astrid lay together in their shelter, his arms around her as her head on his chest.

"How have you been feeling?" Astrid asked him.

"I've been feeling fine Astrid." Hiccup told her and he watched her sit up and looked at him.

"Hiccup you know what I mean, how are you feeling about finding out you and Caverna share the same blood?" She asked again.

"Astrid, I feel fine, yeah I'm sad that mom left before she was born, but I've got her now, I can look after her now, I feel...Strangely older."

Astrid laughed. "That's because you're her big brother, you might only be a little under a year older, but you're still her big brother."

Hiccup smiled. "I know, Astrid, everything is perfect now. The village has accepted dragons and vice versa, whilst I'm actually noticed, and not because I have the best ever girlfriend, the best family, or the best friend..." He nodded outside to his dragon. "But because I actually helped to create the peace in Berk."

Astrid smiled, she always felt very proud of her boyfriend whenever he recognised all of his strengths and accomplishments and she let it show in her wide smile.

"Hiccup, this is all any of us wanted you to feel...When we were younger, I didn't want to treat you like I did, but I felt I had to, my reputation was everything to me." Astrid sighed, looking away from him.

Hiccup saw how upset her past attitude towards him had made her and he sat up, sliding his arms around her from behind, holding her close to him. "Astrid, it's alright, I forgave you and anyway, you're making up for it now." He told her, kissing her hair. "I love you Astrid Hofferson, and no matter what, they is going to stay."

She turned to look at him. "And I love you too, Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III." She told him, before they sealed their love with a kiss.

Toothless had watched the whole exchange from where he lay outside of his rider and his mate's shelter, and he let off a sort of sigh and looked up to the sky. It was a clear night, so he was able to see the stars and the moon, and he started to make shapes of them. He worried for his mate and he tried to distract himself instead of going after her, but that provided to be very difficult to do. In the end, he got up and decided that he would just go and check on her, to make sure he wasn't missing anything. Meanwhile, back at the Thorston camp, the twins had built separate shelters with Barf and Belch lying between them at hearing Toothless walk past, the dragon lifted both of it's heads.

"_Toothless, what are you doing here?_" Barf asked.

"_And where are you going?_" Belch asked.

"_Sshh you two, I'm going to check on Snowcap_." Toothless told them.

"_Awesome, can we come? We want to see if she's ripped Hookfang's head off yet?_" Barf asked him.

Toothless just growled quietly and the Zippleback took this as permission, so they got up as quietly as they could and followed the Night Fury through the trees. Their walk went on forever, and they soon found themselves where the last group had set up camp. He found Caverna curled up under a tree in her leather suit, though she was obviously cold, whilst Fishlegs lay under another tree on one side of her, covered in a blanket and Snotlout was on the other side, covered in what Toothless could see as Caverna's blanket. He wondered why his rider's sibling would give up her blanket, before he decided that Hookfang's rider mustn't have paid attention when he was told to 'pack'. He then looked over to the other side and found the dragons; Meatlug was lying in between Hookfang and Snowcap, acting as a form of shield for Toothless' mate.

However at seeing his mate fast asleep next to the female Gronkle, he decided to walk over, yet he managed to make noise and Hookfang raised his head.

"_What are you guys doing?"_ He asked, and his voice ended up waking Meatlug and Snowcap.

"_I came to see Snow, and Barf and Belch simply followed me." _Toothless shrugged.

"_You know we aren't supposed to see each other until next week_." Snowcap told him as she walked over and nuzzled him.

"_I know, but I worry about you_." Toothless told her as the group of dragons walked away to a lake, which they soon deemed to be safe.

"_I know, but you don't have too."_ Snowcap told him. "_If anything was going to happen, I'd make sure you didn't miss it." _She promised him.

"_What are you two on about_?" Meatlug asked as she found some rocks to eat.

"_Toothless and I will soon be building a nest."_ Snowcap told her, and she suddenly found herself pinned to the floor by a very heavy Meatlug and Barf and Belch.

_"__Ow, um help, I can't breathe."_ Snow managed to get out which instantly set Toothless into protection mode, and he pulled the dragons off of her.

"_Whoa, easy Toothless, we're just having some fun, congratulations to the pair of you._"Meatlug told them.

"_Yeah, congratulations."_ Barf said.

"_Yeah, you'll both actually be alright parents."_ Belch told them.

"_Thanks_." The two night furies chorused, before they nuzzled each other.

"_You two had best get back, before our riders wake up."_ Snowcap told them.

"_But Snow..."_

_"__No buts Toothless, we don't need any of us being in trouble."_ She told him with as she nuzzled him. "_So, go back to Hiccup and I'll see you in a week, if anything happens I'll send Meatlug to get you_."

"_Promise?" _Toothless asked.

"_I promise."_ She licked his cheek, and she watched him leave, his tail and ears low and she watched Barf and Belch go with him.

When he was fully out of sight, she move to lie down next to the fire pit the riders had made in order to keep warm, and she let out a soft sigh, lighting it again. At feeling the heat of the fire, Caverna stirred and she sat up looking at the very wide awake dragons.

"You three should be asleep, what's the matter?" She walked over to them, gently touching Snowcap and Meatlug on their heads.

Snowcap and Meatlug simply nuzzled her, or in Meatlug's case, licked her, and Caverna was suddenly pushed towards Fishlegs by Meatlug.

"No way Meatlug." She whispered, but Meatlug kept pushing her and she eventually walked over and nudged him with her foot.

At feeling her nudges, Fishlegs woke up pretty quickly and was surprised to find Caverna there and he sat up slightly. "Yeah?"

"Sorry, I shouldn't have woken you up, but could I possibly share your blanket with you?" She asked him, Snotlout is pretty much stuck in mine." She nodded over to their other friend, who had wrapped the blanket tightly round himself and was snoring loudly.

"Oh um..." Fishlegs suddenly gained a deep red blush to his cheeks.

"You know what, forget I said anything, it was a stupid request, I'm sorry to have mentioned it and woken you up, good night Fishlegs." She moved away from him, closer to the fire, tightening the clasps on her suit to try and keep herself warm.

Fishlegs watched her and his heart saddened, before he got up and caught her as she walked away, and to her surprise he pulled her back to him. "Come on, all we're doing is sharing body heat to keep warm." He told her, watching as she lay beside him and took off the top part of her suit, before she used it as her pillow and she closed her eyes, turned on her side and felt the blanket come over her.

"Thank you, Fishlegs." She mumbled as she quickly fell asleep, bathed in the warmth from him.

"You're welcome, good night Caverna." Fishlegs whispered.

Neither of them woke up until the next morning when Meatlug and Snowcap nuzzled their riders, and Caverna jolted awake at feeling Fishlegs' arm around her and she moved to sit up just as he did.

"Oh, um, sorry." He told her as he realised where his hand had moved to lie on her lap.

"It's um...Fine." She told him, and she saw the smug look on Snowcap's face. "Knock off the look you overgrown lizard, and go and wake Snotlout up, he said that he would get breakfast."

Snowcap nodded and she walked over to Snotlout, standing over him and she suddenly let out a night fury roar, causing the Viking to suddenly jump awake screaming. As Snotlout screamed, Caverna and Fishlegs laughed.

"It's not funny." Snotlout told them, but he ended up laughing too.

"It is." Caverna laughed.

When they had all recovered, Snotlout and Hookfang went to catch some fish for breakfast, whilst Caverna and Fishlegs found some fresh wood for the fire. They were both silent, not daring to speak a word to each other, until Fishlegs cracked under the silence.

"Caverna..."

"Yes Fishlegs?" She turned to look at him.

"I need to tell you something and please promise me that you'll listen." Fishlegs told her as he picked up the firewood that they had gathered.

Caverna hesitated for a few minutes before she looked at him. "Alright Fishlegs, what do you want to tell me?"

Fishlegs just looked at her, and as she turned around to look at him his breath caught in his throat and his mind went blank.

It took him a rather harsh nudge by Meatlug to break the spell that she had over him, and he shook his head to clear it, though by now he noticed that Caverna had gone back to gathering firewood, yet he didn't let that stop him.

"Caverna, I wanted to properly apologise for what I said, about my parents and about how I let their judgement affect our relationship." Fishlegs told her and he noticed that she had frozen and looked at him, so since she wasn't speaking, he decided to continue with his little speech. "I was stupid, to say it, to let it happen and to just let you walk away like that, I should have fought for you, and I will..." He sighed. "But I really do still love you, and you being barren never had an effect on me." He looked at her. "I can understand if you don't feel anything for me, and if you tell me that right now, I will forget this conversation ever happened."

Caverna just looked at him and he suddenly feared that she was going to tell him exactly that, but what she did came at a shock to him. Caverna was known for her forwardness about everything, so really, he shouldn't have been so shocked when she suddenly walked over and kissed him, moving her arms around his neck as she felt his arms encircle her waist. The one who was more surprised was Snotlout, who had come back with a basket full of fish, and ended dropping most of them as he came across the couple.

"Um...Yeah...Um..." Snotlout started but he suddenly felt jealous of Fishlegs. "If he wants to fight for her, then we will." Snotlout thought to himself, before the dragons let out a large roar which made all of the teens look to the sky and what they saw made their hearts hammer in their chests.


	19. The Blue Death

Coming towards them was the biggest dragon that Caverna had ever seen, its wingspan was terrifying and it was coming straight towards them. Fishlegs and Snotlout had seen this kind of dragon before, and this made them all the more terrified. They recognised it as the dragon that they had first come up against on Dragon Island, when they first started to ride dragons, the same one that Hiccup had lost his left foot going up against.

"Ugh guys, we sorta need to run now." Caverna told the two boys who seemed to be frozen.

Eventually, her words seemed to click as the dragon almost landed on them, and Caverna gave a sharp whistle, Snowcap bounding over and picking Caverna up and throwing her on her back, before Meatlug and Hookfang done the same with their riders. Yet, this soon proved a bad idea, because once they were in the air, the larger dragon flew after them.

"We need to find the others." Caverna shouted to Snotlout and Fishlegs.

"Um...How do you expect us to do that, exactly?" Snotlout shouted back.

"You two go and find Hiccup, Astrid and the twins, leave this one to Snowcap and I." She told him.

"No way, Caverna." Fishlegs told her immediately. "I don't want to lose you."

"Fishlegs I'll be fine, and anyway, Snowcap is the only one fast enough to keep this thing busy." She reminded him.

Fishlegs had to give up trying to convince her, because he knew that he was never going to win, so in the end he flew off with Snotlout, going to find the rest of the gang. When they were gone, Caverna and Snowcap started to try and get the bigger dragon to turn around away from where the two boys had gone. After a few plasma blasts from Snowcap, the dragon done exactly that and followed them.

Meanwhile, Snotlout and Fishlegs had found the twins and they were flying off to where Hiccup and Astrid went. They eventually landed by their campsite and Fishlegs and Snotlout ran over to them.

"Hiccup! Astrid!" Snotlout shouted.

"What's the matter, Snotlout?" Hiccup asked as he and Astrid ran to him with Stormfly and Toothless looking up from where they lay in the sun. Almost immediately, Toothless noticed that his mate wasn't there and this seemed to alert Hiccup as well who started to panic as to the whereabouts of his sister. "Where's Caverna and Snowcap?" Hiccup asked.

"A dragon, it came towards us, we got into the sky, but it followed and we came here as Caverna and Snowcap led it away." Snotlout answered, rather out of breathe.

"What do you mean a dragon?" Hiccup asked, he sounded impatient at this point. "She wouldn't do this for any reason."

"Another red death, only this one was blue." Fishlegs told him. "Hiccup we have to find her."

Horrible images flashed through Hiccup's head of what could happen to his sister because of this dragon, and he wasted no time in simply running to Toothless and jumping on his back, getting him into the air as soon as possible. The other teens looked on as he left, though Astrid had noticeable paled at the mention of the Red Death, and images of what happened to Hiccup flashed through her mind, before she snapped herself out of it and ran to Stormfly, flying after Hiccup on her. At seeing Astrid leave, the rest of the group followed suit, Fishlegs and Snotlout leading them towards where they had parted ways with Caverna beforehand. They then went in the direction that they perceived she had flown, and they soon heard a deafening call that could have only come from the dragon itself. They were close, and all too soon, they were going to see it.

When they eventually came up against it, everyone seemed to freeze, remembering the events of what happened with the last one and Hiccup could feel everyone's eyes go from the back of his head then down to his prosthetic leg. However, he didn't have Toothless hovering for long, before he saw his sister, she was falling through the clouds in front of them, and Snowcap was nowhere to be seen. This alerted Toothless as well as they both shot forward, leaving the teens behind and looking on in surprise, as he flew towards his sister, grabbing her from the air so she landed on his back and Toothless looked around for his mate.

"She's fine Toothless." Caverna told him, as she wrapped her arms around Hiccup's waist.

"Are you alright?" Hiccup asked her, his voice full of concern and worry.

"I'm fine Hiccup; don't worry so much about me, I know how to look after myself." Caverna told him.

"I have the right to worry about you, I'm the big brother and you're the little sister, it's my job to worry about you." Hiccup told her.

"I'm not a little girl Hiccup." She told him. "And our friends needed to get away." When he had flown back to join the other teens and Cavern pulled her hood and mask down to whistle. A few minutes after her whistle, there was a cry that could only come from a Night Fury and Snowcap flew overhead.

"Snowcap!" Caverna called and as the Night Fury flew low, she jumped onto her back, rubbing the top of her head.

"What do we do?" Astrid asked them.

"Head home, the dragon was injured, Snowcap caught its eye, and the best thing for us is to go home." She told her.

The other teens nodded, but Hiccup didn't seem too keen. "You guys can go home, but I want to find out where that dragon is going." He told them.

"No Hiccup, come home." Caverna told him.

"Caverna, as the oldest, I'm telling you that I'm staying." Hiccup told him.

"And I'm telling you that you're not." Caverna told him. "Dad will want to know what's going on and if we come back without you, he'll kill us."

"Just go home Caverna, that's an order."

The fact that he called it an order, made Caverna's blood boil and she was about to hit him, before she felt someone or something grip her hand and she looked up to see Fishlegs holding her hand and giving her a calming smile, before she looked at her brother.

"Don't expect me to mourn you if you get killed, in fact don't expect anything off of me if anything happens to you." She told him, before she had Snowcap fly off back towards Berk.

Everyone then turned to look at Hiccup, before Astrid decided to break the silence once and for all. "Hiccup, come on, let's just go back, Caverna's right, not only will your dad kill us, but that dragon will too." She told him, reaching over and taking his hand.

Hiccup sighed, looking at his and Astrid's hands. "I went too far didn't I?"

"Yeah, you did." Astrid told him. "Just come home Hic, come home and we'll find another way to study it that won't get us killed."

Hiccup sighed. "Fine, let's go." He had Toothless turn around and they followed the others back towards Berk.

When they all arrived back on land, Hiccup and Astrid headed up to Hiccup's home, with Stormfly and Toothless following them, yet when they got there, there was no sign of Caverna, Snowcap or Stoick and this got Hiccup worried.

"She was coming back here, right?" Hiccup asked Astrid.

"Of course, where else is she going to go?" Astrid asked him.

"I have no idea." He sighed. "She's probably with dad in the Great Hall."

"Yeah, come on, let's go and see if she is there." Astrid told him, sliding her hand into his and walking towards the Great Hall.

When they got to the Great Hall, there seemed to be more Vikings in there than usual, and Hiccup soon remembered why, which caused him to give out a groan.

"What's the matter?" Astrid asked him quietly.

"Today is the signing of the treaty with the Berserker tribe." Hiccup told her. "Dagur's here."

This caused Astrid to groan, and then they noticed Stoick gesturing for them to join him, which they reluctantly did, and they saw Dagur. He had certainly grown up lately, and this was something both Hiccup and Astrid noticed, but that wasn't Hiccup's problem now, finding his sister was.

"Dad, where's Caverna?" Hiccup whispered.

"You'll see." Stoick whispered in return, before he stood up. "Dagur, may I introduce to you my daughter, Caverna." As he spoke, the doors opened and both Hiccup and Dagur were on their feet as they saw Caverna standing there. Her normal suit was gone, and her hair hung down her back, she was wearing a red dress with a white fur shawl around her shoulders to keep her warm, as she walked towards her father, brother and Dagur, the light illuminated her beauty. Hiccup saw Dagur's jaw drop as Caverna got closer, he was obviously mesmerised by her, just as every other young man he had brought with him seemed to be.

When Caverna got to the table where her father sat, he gestured for her to greet the guest and she walked to Dagur's side, curtseying to him, before he took her hand and kissed it, looking back at his father. When he turned away from Caverna, Hiccup couldn't help but smirk at the look of needing to be sick, came over her usual expressionless face, but by the time Dagur turned back to her, she was back to emotionless.

"If I had known that I would have been graced with such a presence, Stoick, I would have worn my best armour." Dagur told him.

"It was no need Dagur, now if you are finished with your meal, perhaps you would like your tour of Berk?" Stoick asked.

"Only, if this dashing young thing is the one to escort me." Dagur told him, suddenly grabbing Caverna's hand and dragging her out of the Great Hall, despite her look of desperation, she had no choice but to follow him.

When they were gone, Hiccup ended up sitting in his chair in hysterical laughter, which had Stoick concerned since he didn't stop for a while.

"Hiccup..."

"I can't believe you got her into a dress and got her to be Dagur's escort." Hiccup eventually got out as he slowly calmed down.

Stoick just smiled. "Well, it was hard work getting her to agree with it, but not harder than keeping Snowcap away from her."

"Stoick, we have a problem!"

Stoick and hiccup both looked over to where Gobber and Spitlout, Snotlout's father, were running into the great hall towards them.

"What's the matter?" Stoick asked, suddenly becoming tense.

"Snowcap escaped, but that's not just it." Gobber explained.

"What else?" Stoick asked them, not sure if he really wanted to know what else was wrong today.

The two men led him outside, with Hiccup hot on his heels and they soon saw the worst of their worries the Blue Death was coming straight towards them.

"Hiccup, go and find the other dragon riders, and your sister, I'll get Skullcrusher, we need to get this thing away from here." Stoick told him.

Hiccup nodded, and he made a call to Toothless, who came bounding over from where he was hanging upside down from the inside ceiling of the Great Hall. "Come on Bud, we need to find the others." Hiccup told him as he got onto his back, and at feeling his rider pat his neck, Toothless flew into the sky looking for the others. Meanwhile, Caverna was walking around with Dagur, showing him where everything was, and they eventually stopped at the Training Arena. Caverna was just watching Dagur walk around the training arena, and she didn't notice Fishlegs fly over, so when she turned around, she jumped.

"Oh hey Fishlegs." She smiled.

Fishlegs looked at her, he was in a daze having never seen her in a dress before, but he obviously liked it. He soon snapped out of it, and he had Meatlug land next to her.

"We have a problem, the dragon followed us here, Hiccup's told me to come and get you."

"Alright, get me into the air and I'll call Snowcap." Caverna told him, hitching up her skirt and taking his hand, sitting behind him on Meatlug, just as Dagur ran to them.

"Where do you think you're going?"

"I have to help my dad, I'll e back for you soon Dagur." She told him; as Fishlegs flew off on Meatlug, towards where they were due to meet the other dragon riders.

When they got there, Fishlegs had Meatlug land on the cliff and both he and Caverna dismounted the Gronkle and she shook her dress out. This caused a few wolf whistles from Snotlout and Tuffnut, and Caverna gave them a glare.

"Caverna you are not coming out to fight in your best gown." Stoick told her sternly.

"I know, that's why I'm going to strip." She told him, and as everyone watched her with a shocked expression, she slid the dress off but instead of being naked, as everyone thought, she was wearing a pair of leggings and her green tunic underneath.

"Tadah!" She told them, before she whistled loudly and not long after the whistle faded, was there a loud roar and Snowcap suddenly sprung into the sky not far away and she landed next to her rider, nuzzling her, before she shared a loving nuzzle with Toothless, yet the intimacy of the gesture soon made Hiccup uncomfortable since he was still on Toothless' back.

Caverna watched her brother and she suppressed a giggle, before she clicked her fingers and Snowcap walked to her obediently and Caverna put her dress neatly into one of her saddlebags, before she climbed into her saddle and Snowcap padded over to stand beside Toothless.

"Okay Hiccup, how do you want to do this?" Astrid asked him as she stood on his other side, gripping the handles of Stormfly's saddle, ready to fight.

"We need to try and steer it away from Berk, keep it over open water." He looked over at Fishlegs. "Fishlegs, have we got anything on this dragon's weaknesses?"

"No Hiccup." Fishlegs told him, he sounded worried.

"Alright then, let's just do our best."Hiccup told him and they all flew off, toward the Blue Death.

"And try and make it home with the limbs we went with." Snotlout shouted over, which had Hiccup rolling his eyes but he did smirk at his cousin.

They were all soon engaged in battle, trying to steer the Blue Death as far away from Berk and as far out into the open ocean as possible, and they had done that, but getting it to leave was proving the most difficult. They had already suffered a few injuries, well except for Hiccup and Caverna, who's Night Furies tended to simply fall from the sky and then regain their flight any time that they were fired at. It went on for hours and the dragons were all getting tired, and most of them had reached their shot limit, so now they were more or less defenceless.

"Hiccup, we have to turn back." Astrid shouted over as she dodged another burst of fire from the dragon.

"We can't just stop Astrid; we can't risk it getting to Berk." Snotlout told him.

"She." Caverna suddenly shouted over.

"What?" They asked all looking at her and they noticed that she was flying too close to the Blue Death.

"It's a she." Caverna shouted over. "And I think I know why she's here." She looked at Snowcap who seemed to be having some form of conversation with the larger dragon.

"_Why are you here?"_ Snowcap asked the Blue Death.

"_I just need a place to hatch my eggs." _That was the only reply that Snowcap got, and she nodded.

"_I understand, but here isn't the best place, no one but the riders somewhat understand us, Berk won't be safe for your eggs."_ Snowcap told her.

"_Snowcap, get away from there!" _Toothless suddenly shouted over.

"_No Toothless, wait." _Snowcap told him, though she kept her eyes on the much larger dragon. "_My rider will find you somewhere to rest though, if you have nowhere else to go, but you must be cautious."_

_"__I will be thank you Snowcap."_ At Snowcap's nod she looked at the girl on the back of the dragon who had ever so slowly reached out her hand to the bigger dragon. The bigger dragon sniffed it, before she determined that this rider meant her no harm, and she touched her nose into the smooth softness of the girl's hand.

"It's okay; I'm not going to harm you." Caverna told the dragon, who seemed to understand her quite well, and she smiled. "Come on, let's get you somewhere safe."

Caverna had them fly back towards Berk, but as they landed, there was a cry and Caverna looked up to see Dagur running towards them brandishing an axe.

"Dagur, no!" Hiccup shouted, but he watched his sister suddenly grab the handle of the axe from him and she threw it in a direction away from the dragons.

"Don't you dare hurt her." Caverna told him.

"She's a dragon, they must be destroyed."

"Then you'll have to get through the rest of us." She told him, walking over to the larger dragon and Snowcap, who was stood in front of her new friend, protecting her from Dagur.

"It's okay." Caverna told the bigger dragon, knowing that with her close, Snowcap would calm down.

"What's goin' on here lass?"

The question came from Gobber who, at seeing the Blue Death land and stand so close to his children, had fretted and picked up his sword running to their aid, but he was fully surprised by what he saw.

"Her name is Sapphire; she just needs a place to rest." Caverna told him.

Stoick sighed, shaking his head as he dismounted his dragon. "You and your brother will be the death of me, alright, but she needs to stay away from the village, she's a bit too big."

Caverna nodded. "Don't worry, I will." She looked at Sapphire and Snowcap. "Come on, let's go home." She climbed onto Snowcap's back and flew off towards her home, the Blue Death following her.

Stoick, Hiccup, Astrid and their friends all simply watched her go with almost surprised fascination. Yet they were still haunted from the events that happened the last time that they faced one of those dragons. However, after a while of silence, Astrid finally decided to break it.

"Yep, she's definitely your sister." Astrid told Hiccup with a playful shove, which made him laugh.

"Yeah, I know." He sighed. "I still haven't apologised to her."

"Well, go now." Astrid told him. "The dragons won't mind."

Hiccup sighed and nodded, before he and Toothless walked up towards their home, hoping that Caverna was still there. When Hiccup had gone Stoick looked at Astrid.

"What does he need to apologise for?"

Astrid looked at the chief, and she told him everything, before he also let out a long and exasperated sigh. "Spitlout and I used to be the same, always at each other's throats."

Astrid nodded. "They just want the best for each other, they wanted to keep each other safe at the cost of their own lives."

"Yeah, you have a point there lass." Gobber told her. "Add that to the fact that they haven't had much time to bond since now they're both eighteen years of age, and they're both used to not having to take much orders from anyone."

"Yeah, that mustn't be able to help." Fishlegs added.

Everyone sighed, looking towards the Haddock house, they could hear Hiccup and Caverna arguing and it tore at Stoick's heart, he hated either of them being upset but he knew that what they were saying needed to be said. He just hoped that he had a house still standing afterwards.


	20. Betrayal

**I was given the idea for this chapter by 'Roses and Lilies' author 'P-Artsypants'.**

Months had passed since the Blue Death joined them on Berk, and to be honest it wasn't as bad as everyone thought it was. She mainly stayed with Caverna and Snowcap, and Snowcap helped her to build her nest for her eggs. Sapphire and Snowcap had made a rather strong bond, much like Caverna and Astrid had, and it made everyone smile to watch a dragon almost as big as a house and a dragon that was smaller than a ship, mess around, pawing at each other and obviously trading secrets. However, once her babies had left the nest, it was time for Sapphire to leave, but she didn't go far, Caverna brought her to an island near Berk, where she was able to live with other dragons in peace and tranquillity. But Snowcap was still a frequent visitor. Soon the time came for Toothless and Snowcap to build their own nest, it was near the date for Snowcap to lay her own eggs and Toothless was being the overbearing protective mate and soon to be father. In fact that morning, Snowcap was almost going to strangle him. They were in the stables outside of the Haddock house, where they had built their nest out of any soft materials that they could find.

_"__Snowcap, are you alright?"_ Toothless asked her for what felt like the millionth time that morning as he brought her fish.

Snowcap looked at her mate from where she had been lying down next to their nest, cleaning her claws and she sighed. _"Toothless, will you calm down, I'm fine." _She didn't complain about the fish, she had understood what the smaller human with the staff had told her rider about keeping Snowcap's strength up.

_"__I'm just worried, this is our first time and I want to make sure that you're okay." _He told her, walking over to lie beside her.

Snowcap sighed, she could never stay mad at Toothless for long, and she nuzzled him to try and put him at rest. _"I'll, be, fine."_

That seemed to put his mind at rest and he even went off on a flight with Hiccup after giving Caverna a long stare until she promised to look after his mate.

When he came back, there were a few noises from the stables, and Toothless recognised the squawk of encouragement that came from a certain Nadder and that was when he noticed Caverna and Astrid sat outside. At seeing them, he ran inside, so fast that Hiccup was thrown off and he landed on the ground to the laughter of his girlfriend and sister. When he got inside, he found Stormfly encouraging his mate as she started to lay her eggs.

_"__Is everything going okay?"_ Toothless asked Stormfly who looked down at her friend and noticed the worry in his eyes.

"_Yes Toothy, everything's going fine." _She pushed him over with her beak to his mate as she delivered all of their eggs and they shared a loving nuzzle.

"_I'm so proud of you."_ Toothless told her, and she gave him a toothless smile, before the new parents looked proudly at their clutch of eggs. They seemed to be so mesmerised by the eggs, that neither of the Night Furies noticed Stormfly leave the stables.

Upon seeing Stormfly leave the stables, the humans stood, Astrid walking over to her dragon and rubbing her nose.

"Good girl Stormfly."

The dragon gave a happy squawk before she trotted away towards where there was a basket of fish waiting. At seeing that all the dragons were busy, Hiccup, Astrid and Caverna walked down into the village. They soon found themselves in the forge and they watched Hiccup start to work on some things that Gobber had left him, whilst Caverna and Astrid sat on top of a table on the far side of the forge. They stayed in silence for a while, Astrid and Hiccup sharing lustful glances at each other, though they tried not to make it noticeable to Caverna, she noticed.

"You know, you could cut the sexual tension between you two with a knife." Caverna spoke up as she ate an apple that had been in her bag. She noticed the blush that spread across both of their faces and she smiled in triumph.

"Well, you two are boring me, so I'm going to go and find Fishlegs." She told them, sliding off the table and walking out of the forge.

When she was gone, Hiccup looked at Astrid. "Well...Um..."

Astrid just simply started to laugh, before she walked over to him and she slid her arms around him, kissing him deeply. "She's right though."

He gave her a smile. "Yeah she is, but unfortunately we aren't as lucky as she is."

"What do you mean?" Astrid asked, looking at him.

"Well, we can't help our 'sexual tension' because we know what the consequences would be, and I personally don't feel ready to be a father." He told her. "But Caverna has been proven barren; she doesn't have to worry about the consequences."

"That's not her choice Hiccup." Astrid told him, she suddenly felt angry that anyone would consider her best friend lucky that she wasn't able to provide heirs.

"I know that." Hiccup told her.

"And anyway Hiccup, you of all people should know the shame that will come to her because of it." Astrid told him, hitting his chest. "She can never marry; she could possibly be disowned by your father." She hit him again. "I can't believe you think she's lucky, her life is ruined!" She suddenly shouted, before he turned on her heel and left him standing there, looking slightly dumbstruck at his girlfriend's sudden explosion of anger.

Meanwhile, Caverna wasn't even acknowledging the difficulties that she was going to have late on in life and she was happily walking through the village looking for any sign of Fishlegs. She eventually found him in the training arena and she smiled to herself before she went to join him.

"Hello."

At hearing her voice, Fishlegs almost jumped out of his skin and he spun around to look at her. "Oh my gods, Caverna, don't do that!"

She giggled, walking to him and wrapping her arms around as much of him as she could as Dragons that was on his lap.

"I'm just writing up some more notes on the eating habits of Gronkles and Zipplebacks, nothing that would really interest you." Fishlegs told her.

"Sure it would." She told him, moving to sit beside him, but she took she book from him and put it to the side, before she moved to kneel in front of him. "I've got something to ask you."

"What is it?" He asked her, suddenly blushing furiously as he knelt in front of him, not quite but almost straddling his waist.

"When do I get to meet your parents?" She asked him.

"Oh...Um...Whenever you want to." Fishlegs told her.

"Well, can we go now?" She asked him. "You know, get it over and done with?"

Fishlegs thought about it before he nodded. "Alright, let's go." He let her stand first and when she held out her hand, he took it, pulling himself to his feet.

They started the walk back towards Fishleg's home together, since it was only a short distance, Fishlegs didn't want to bother Meatlug too much. They walked in a comfortable silence, holding hands with Meatlug nudging both of them in turn as they walked.

Caverna smiled at the dragon, using her free hand to rub her head as they walked, and they eventually made it to Fishleg's house, she suddenly became nervous.

"You don't have to meet them today you know." Fishlegs told her.

"If I don't do it now, I never will." She told him.

Fishlegs nodded in understanding and he pushed the door to his home open, walking inside with her.

The inside of the Ingerman house was warm and inviting, with a large wooden fire and large chairs surrounding it. There was a stair case to her left, and a fireplace with a pot hanging above it to her right and a table and chairs behind it.

"Wow, Fishlegs your house looks amazing." Caverna told him.

"Thanks." He told her with a blush as he looked at her. "Mom, dad, I've got someone that I want you to meet." He called into the house and there was a noise upstairs before a woman came down them. She was blonde like Fishlegs and also carried the body of a Viking warrior woman big and fearless, yet her face was soft as she saw Caverna and her son, and she noticed how they held hands with each other.

"There you are darling; I was beginning to wonder where you had gone." The woman smiled. "Hello Caverna, dear." She bowed her head in respect to the chief's daughter.

"Hello Mrs Ingerman." Caverna smiled, bowing her own head in respect to the woman.

"What can I do for you?" Mrs Ingerman asked her son.

"Well...Um...I came to introduce Caverna to you..."

"I already know her Fishlegs, what's different now?" She pretended that she hadn't notice them holding hands.

"Well, Caverna is my girlfriend now mom, and I thought you might want to know her as more than the Chief's daughter."

The woman smiled. "Excellent, well congratulations the pair of you." She smiled. "So, I assume that we will have the chief over to our home soon enough to arrange the marriage contract?"

"No." Caverna suddenly spoke, suddenly realising that no one knew the trouble she would have with marriage and she calmed herself quickly. "Sorry, um, no, the relationship is in its early days yet, it's best to wait."

The woman didn't think anything of it and they remained at the house for a bit longer, during this time, Caverna ate with Fishlegs and his family and got to meet his father, who admired her many weapons.

When it eventually grew dark, Caverna was stood outside of Fishlegs' home and she was almost done convincing him that she could walk home alone.

"Fishlegs, I will be fine, it's not that far, and anyway the lanterns are still lit."

Fishlegs eventually relented, her knew how much of a fighter she was and between her and Astrid, they were the safest women to be walking around Berk in the dark.

"Alright, but be careful."

"I will be." She told him, kissing his lips before she started to walk away, but she turned to look at him. "Don't forget dragon training tomorrow morning, don't be late...I love you."

With that as her farewell, she headed out into the darkness. Her walk home was quiet and uneventful, everyone was asleep, or so she thought. Upon reaching the front door of her home, she found Astrid sat on the step, she was almost statue still, staring into space and Caverna noticed bruising on her face and arms, she was also shivering.

"Astrid?"

At hearing her name, Astrid looked up and Caverna noticed how pale and distant she still looked.

"I came to you, because you would know what to do." She told her quietly.

Caverna raised an eyebrow, before she brushed her brunette hair out of her face and sat next to her. "Astrid, what's happened?"

Astrid looked at her and suddenly started sobbing, and she tensed at feeling Caverna pull her close and Astrid rested her head on her best friend's lap. As Astrid cried, she heard the faint recognition of a lullaby, and she realised that Caverna was doing it to soothe her. After a while, the never ending lullaby helped and Astrid began to tell her story.

_After walking out on Hiccup, Astrid went home to fetch her axe, a few good axe throws always calmed her down when she was in a mood like this. And that was exactly what happened. She grew tired as it became dark and she found herself sitting on a fallen down tree, and she thought back to why she and Hiccup had been arguing. She immediately felt guilty, after all she had just bitten her boyfriend's head off for sharing his opinion on his sister's condition, and she didn't know why. It wasn't the time of the month for her, but she put it down to the stress that her parents had put her under with asking her to find a husband. Of course, she hadn't told Hiccup about that. She sighed to herself as she looked up towards the setting sun._

_"__I'm going to go and apologise to him." She told herself, and she pushed herself up to stand, and gripped her axe, starting the walk home._

_Halfway through the forest, she suddenly stopped, she heard heavy footsteps behind her and she brandished her sword with two hands, but that did no good when it was suddenly thrown from her hands and strong hands grabbed her, pinning her to a nearby tree. Astrid struggled to no end, but this person was strong, she tried screaming but they covered her mouth pretty quickly. She kept struggling as she felt her attacker start to remove her skirt and pull down her leggings and panties. Her heart hammered in her chest as she realised what was going to happen and she closed her eyes, trying to block out the sudden pain as her attacker pushed himself inside her. When it was over, he let her fall to the floor, a sobbing mess as he fixed his clothes and walked away, yet she managed to get a close look at his face and she recognised him in the moonlight – Eridor!_

When she finished describing what happened, Astrid tensed as she felt Caverna go silent and just as still as she was. Despite how still she was on the outside, inside Caverna was furious. Eridor used to be her brother, he was there for her when she went through it and now here he was, doing the same thing to other people, people who Caverna thought of as family, and the mere thought of it made her want to scream and rip Eridor into tiny pieces and bury him in all four corners of the world. Yet, one look of the fear in Astrid's eyes, she pushed her anger away, only wanting to comfort her best friend. Almost immediately after she calmed down, Caverna was on her feet, gently helping Astrid to hers.

"Where are we going?" Astrid asked confused.

"We are going to see Gothi to get you checked out." Caverna told her.

Astrid simply froze and gave her a worried look, effusing to even budge an inch now that Caverna mentioned letting people know. Caverna just sighed and decided to give her a simple truth.

"Astrid, if you don't get checked out now, and he's damaged you, then you could end up like me." She told her.

Astrid looked torn, Caverna could see it, she was ashamed and scared by what had happened, and Caverna herself knew full well what would happen now that she was seen as 'damaged goods'. She would have to talk t her father about this and it would have to be soon she promised herself as she led the other Viking round to the stables where she put the top of her flight suit over Astrid's shoulders to keep out the nightly chill and she walked inside the stable to get Snowcap.

She found her dragon curled up around one side of her nest, with Toothless on the other side; they were both sleeping peacefully until they heard the door open and they saw Caverna walk towards them.

"Sorry to wake you two, but I need to borrow Snowcap for a few minutes, it's urgent." She whispered.

Both of the dragons noticed the tight tone in her voice, and they nuzzled her hoping she would tell them what happened, but she didn't and they resigned themselves to waiting as Snowcap got up. Before she left, she walked to Toothless and nuzzled him.

_"__Look after them; I'll be back in a few." _She told him.

_"__We'll all be fine, hurry back, but be careful."_ He told her as he watched her leave with her rider.

Snowcap looked at Astrid as Caverna walked over to her, and she sensed something different about the female Viking, and it didn't take long to recognise her strange scent. Her rider bore the same scent, the day she was attacked and had carried part of it with her ever since this caused Snowcap to rub her head against the blonde rider in sorrow and hopefully comfort to her; she knew she was scared her rider had been the same. She noticed how the blonde shirked away, or at least tried to, but this just made her even more determined to soothe her and it did after a few minutes, then her rider got onto her back and the blonde got on behind her. At hearing her rider's whistle, she shot into the air, heading towards the house that stood away from the village.

When they landed, Caverna told Snowcap to wait outside and the dragon nodded, lying down, her paws folded in front of her. Caverna all but hammered on the door of the small hut, and after a few minutes a very irritated looking Gothi was stood there, yet when Caverna showed her Astrid, Gothi brought them inside at once. Having them sit down, she listened as Astrid told her what had happened to her, and Caverna stayed silent, observing one of her knives as Gothi gave Astrid some tea to stop her from getting pregnant and examined her to make sure that she wouldn't end up like Caverna had. After being told that she wasn't damaged, Astrid burst into tears again; though this time they were out of relief. Yet when he eventually stopped crying, she found Caverna standing there awkwardly with Gothi, and it dawned on Astrid that Caverna never cried, never severely lost it or even let on any emotion, and that in itself make Astrid promise herself that he was going to give Cavern some time to actually e emotional, and not hide anything, they were equal now though not fully, but they were equal. The two girls eventually headed back to Caverna's house and they got into her room through her bedroom window but it made Astrid freeze as she realised that her attacker was down the hall, since s a guest was here, Hiccup had been forced to give up his bed.

"Relax Astrid, he won't hurt you, tomorrow we will get him back and we will make him pay."

She looked over at Caverna who had lit a candle and was pulling out some clothes that Astrid could change into for the night, and Caverna sat on the edge of the bed as Astrid changed clothes. When she was fully changed, Caverna pulled back he blankets and tucked Astrid in, acting like a mother hen as well as her best friend now.

"Get some rest Astrid; I'll see you in the morning."

Astrid nodded, wishing her good night before she closed her eyes and heard Caverna blow out the candle, she knew her friend was thinking things over and she knew that she was going to do something, but Astrid only hoped that she wouldn't regret it.


	21. Hatred

**WARNING, THERE IS A SLIGHTLY GRUESOME BIT AT THE END.**

Caverna didn't sleep that night, instead she stayed sat at the window of her room, watching the moon and stars, waiting until she hear the creak of her father's bedroom door or the familiar thud of Hiccup's prosthetic to see whether either of them were awake. When the sun rose, she heard her father's bedroom door open and this caused her to get up from where she was sitting and she walked out of the room, catching Stoick as he was about to go downstairs.

"Caverna, what are you doing up?" Stoick asked her in a whisper when he noticed that Hiccup and Eridor were still asleep.

"I need to talk to you and my brother." Caverna told him, her voice just a whisper as well.

"What's the matter?"

"I'll tell you soon." She told him, walking to where Hiccup was sleeping, nudging him with her foot. "Wake up Hic."

Hiccup woke up with a murmur. "What do you want Caverna, it's the crack of dawn."

"I know, but it's important." She walked over to sit at the table with him and she watched Stoick join them.

"What's up?" Hiccup asked, rubbing sleep from his eyes.

At the moment, Caverna would normally come out with something sarcastic, but now wasn't the time for sarcasm, now was the time for action and to protect her best friend.

"It's about Astrid..." Caverna started and she saw the freeze that set over her brother and she looked at her father as he spoke.

"What about her Caverna?" Stoick asked.

"Last night, I found her sat on our doorstep, she was cold, obviously having been there a while, I sat next to her, she was shaking and she had been crying, she told me that Eridor raped her last night." She told them. "And I believe her."

The revelation shocked both men into silence, though Stoick snapped out of it quicker than Hiccup did and he let out a large sigh.

"You know what must be done."

"I do, but dad I beg you to reconsider, Astrid is Hiccup's lover, you can't kick her out." Caverna told him desperately.

"Where is she?" Stoick asked.

"She's asleep in my bed, I brought her straight back here after taking her to Gothi, and she's not permanently damaged, so she will be able to bear Hiccup's heirs in the future."

"Caverna, she can never marry Hiccup now, she's broken, it's against the law for her to marry anyone, especially a chief's son, and it is the same for you."

Caverna sighed. "This isn't about me, it's about Astrid. But dad, please you can't do this to her."

Stoick sighed, just as they heard someone coming downstairs and Caverna looked up to see Eridor walking down the stairs.

"Ah, Caverna I was wondering when I was go-"He was cut off as Hiccup suddenly threw himself at him, both boys getting into a fight. It took both Caverna and Stoick by surprise, since they knew Hiccup wasn't the fighting type, but Caverna knew what Eridor was capable of. When she saw Hiccup get grabbed by the throat, she suddenly went for Eridor, picking up the heaviest thing she could and she suddenly hit him over the head, watching as Eridor hit the floor unconscious.

When she was sure Eridor wouldn't wake up, she fell at Hiccup's side and she helped him to sit up as he coughed, desperate for air. He gave off a soft noise of relief when he felt cold air fill his lungs for that second he could have sworn it felt like heaven.

"Hiccup, are you alright?" Caverna asked him, worry etched on her face and clear in her voice.

"I'm...I'm alright." He croaked, though everyone looked at the stairs as they heard someone walk down them and they saw Astrid stood there, her eyes were still a bit red from crying, and there were some visible bruising that the clothes Caverna had gave her didn't cover, but other than that, she actually looked okay. At seeing her, Hiccup pushed himself to his feet and all but ran to her, scooping her into his arms, holding her tight, and whispering that everything was going to be alright, that he wouldn't let anything happen to her from now on as well as how much he loved her. Astrid just sobbed into his chest, her arms around him, whispering that she loved him to and that she didn't want to be sent away.

Caverna looked at her father and she found him walking to the door, and he turned to look at them. "Come now, the three of you, we must go to the Great Hall, Caverna or Hiccup, bring him." He nodded to now unconscious Eridor. Caverna gave him a nod and while Hiccup held onto his girlfriend, Caverna picked Eridor up over her shoulder and she carried him off to the Great Hall following her family and best friend. The group waked in silence and she didn't seem to be struggling under the weight of Eridor, but she knew that it was going to both her later, she wasn't supposed to wear something this heavy.

They reached the Great Hall as the main people of the village gathered and she put Eridor on the floor and made sure he couldn't escape by tying some cord, that she took off of her suit, around his wrist and then around a pillar before she joined Hiccup and Astrid at the table.

"What's this about Stoick?" Spitlout asked.

"Something awful has happened." Stoick told him, before he told the group what had happened to Astrid, and they were all silent, as Hiccup, Astrid and Caverna held their breaths. However, Caverna let her head hit the table as she heard one voice that she particularly didn't want to hear.

"Well, we all must know what needs to be done, Astrid will be sent away from the village and her blasted dragon will go with her."

The vice came from Mildew and Caverna knew Hiccup was ready to snap at him this time, and she couldn't blame him, she thought her brother was kidding when he said that Mildew would try anything to get the dragons off of the island, now she knew that he wasn't kidding. Yet before either of them could say anything, a woman's voice rang out.

"Why didn't you fight back you stupid girl?" The voice was of Astrid's mother and everyone looked at the blonde Viking anticipating her answer.

"I couldn't." Astrid whispered.

"Couldn't, or wouldn't." The woman sneered. "You're nothing but a whore." Her mother told her.

At this point Astrid had burst into tears and no one but Caverna and Hiccup stayed next to her, yet Caverna let her brother do the holding and calming down as Astrid got quickly hysterical. When Astrid hit full blown hysteria, Caverna stepped in.

"Ma'am, Astrid is telling the truth, she had been training an Eridor is actually really strong, stronger than Astrid, believe me, I've felt it as we grew up together." Caverna told her, shifting her eyes from the table to look directly at the woman, Caverna's steel gaze making the woman recoil slightly. "What happened to Astrid wasn't her fault, and yes we all know what must be done, after all, after what happened to me you've all accepted me."

Everyone looked at her curiously and she noticed that Fishleg's parent were also at the gathering and suddenly her mouth went dry, before she pulled herself together and despite the obvious terror that remembering brought her, she gave them a quick lowdown of what happened to her when she was a child. This caused a sudden clap of someone's hands though it didn't take long to realise who it came from.

"Excellent, get rid of these two and their dragons for good." He looked at Stoick. "You know what needs to be done Stoick, for the good of the tribe."

Stoick looked torn, he didn't want to hurt either of his children or lose the daughter that he's only just found, before he looked up as Caverna started to speak.

"At least let us stay to watch him get dealt with." Caverna asked, looking at her father.

This seemed to please everyone except for Mildew, but right now, Stoick didn't care and he looked at his daughter. "Alright, but then, you've got to go, I'm sorry."

Astrid burst into fresh tears, but Caverna didn't bat an eyelid yet Stoick and Hiccup noticed that she was finding it hard to keep it together. From then on, Caverna was silent throughout the rest of the discussion, this time about what they should do with Eridor.

Eventually, the group decided upon beheading him, and as he woke up, they bound his hands properly and dragged him outside towards a stone. The whole village came with them and stood in front of the rock as Eridor was thrown to his knees behind it, his hands still bound. At seeing where he was and seeing some men sharpening an axe, Eridor suddenly realised what was happening and he actually started to panic, scanning the crowd in front of him for a certain pair of eyes and he soon found them. "Caverna, help me!"

Caverna looked at him, her eyes held no remorse, only hardened emotions and she walked up to stand in front of the rock, looking down at him, before he stood up to be his full height and tower over her.

"Why should I help you?" Caverna asked him.

"Because I'm still your family, Caverna." Eridor told her.

His words made Caverna laugh, though it was hard and ice cold. "You'll never be my family, but just answer me one question."

"What?" He asked her.

"Why did you do it?"

"Because, at the time, it was fun." This earned him a severe punch from Caverna.

"You think ruining someone's life is funny? Astrid and I have been kicked out of our home because of you, and what would have happened if she had ended up like me, barren, worthless, unable to move on?" She asked, her fury showing, before she grabbed his tunic and pulled him down to look her in the eye. "I hope you burn in hell, slowly and painfully, a thousand times over." She told him with a snarl, pushing him backwards into the stronger arms of another Viking, Stoick, and she walked back to the crowd. She watched him get pushed back onto his knees and his head pinned to the bock as a man stood to the side holding the now fully sharpened axe. Caverna watched as the axe fell, but just as it cut into his neck, she turned her head to the side and closed her eyes, yet she couldn't block out the sound. The sound made her stomach churn, and since she hadn't eaten breakfast yet, that wasn't a good thing. When she looked again, she found that the body had fallen off of the rock and the head had rolled towards her stopping at her feet, blood pooled at her feet and at the base of the rock, but no one moved close enough to her to retrieve the head, so instead, she walked away, letting the head finish rolling down the hill. She walked past her friends, though they all moved away from her, even Fishlegs, her heart was going to break but she refused to let anyone see. Caverna was too closed for he own good and she knew that she was going to break all too soon, and she certainly wasn't looked forward to it.


	22. Story from the past

Caverna walked home alone and she sighed to herself, the house was still empty since Hiccup would have one with Astrid to help her with her things, and Stoick was probably in the Great Hall thinking through what he had done or just trying to act normal. However, she actually enjoyed the silence and it made it easier for her to pack her things into a bag. When that was done, she sat on her bed for the last time and she looked around her room, savouring the sight of her bed, the softness of the blankets, the plumpness of the pillow, the many drawings that Hiccup had done for her scattered on the walls. When she had had her fill of the few memories in her room, she picked her bag up and she walked down the stairs, fastening the top of her flight suit tighter so she could fly without hindrance. Yet, when she got downstairs, she found Stoick, Hiccup, Astrid and Gobber stood there.

"Come to see us off?" She asked them.

"Yes...Caverna, I'm so sorry." Stoick told her.

"Don't worry about it; I knew this wouldn't last for me." She told hm. "You've been a good dad, and I mean that." She gently rested a hand on his face and as she told him, she noticed the chief let out a tear and she simply hugged him tightly.

"I love you Caverna, don't ever forget that." Stoick whispered to her, hugging her.

"I won't." She whispered, before she pulled away and slung her bag over her shoulder. "I'd best go and see Snowcap."

Everyone watched Caverna leave, Stoick especially kept his eyes on her, his only daughter was leaving and despite being chief, he couldn't do anything about it, he just hoped that he was able to find a way to bring her back soon.

Caverna walked through the cold and fierce wind to the stables, where she found Toothless and Snowcap watching their eggs, the eggs were glowing and Caverna managed to hit the floor before all of the eggs exploded and two baby dragons landed on the ground yawning. The sight set her heart of fire, she ached or her best friend who she knew she wouldn't see again after today, and she had so much left to share with her, but deciding that would never happen, she let out a soft whistle which had both dragons looking up at her. Snowcap looked at Caverna curiously, before she noticed her bag and she noticed she wasn't carry her saddle, her rider was leaving and something about it felt off. Giving a soft whine, Snowcap walked over to her rider. _"Where are you going?"_ Then she noticed her saddle in the corner going to pick it up. _"Give me a second and I'll come with you."_ But as she was about to pick it up, she got stopped by another whistle from Caverna.

"No Snowcap, this time you have to stay here." Caverna told her, and she watched her dragon walk back to her, her head down and ear flat, kneeling down on the ground, Caverna looked at her, her hands gently holding her head. "I've been sent away, and this time I won't come back, the others will look after you now, and you need to do as they say, okay?"

Snowcap looked at her rider and she gave her a hard look. _"No, I won't you're my rider, you're my best friend, you raised me, no one else. I'm yours! Why are you leaving me?"_

Caverna didn't know what Snowcap was trying to say, but she had an idea. "I don't know where I'm going yet, but trust me, if it was a choice I wouldn't leave at all." She whispered and she almost broke down at the noise Snowcap made, it sounded so sad she wanted nothing but to hold her dragon and not let go. She gave Snowcap a kiss to her head before she stood up properly and walked back towards the door, though she felt something grab her and she turned to find Snowcap holding onto her bag with her teeth.

"Let me go Snow." Caverna told her, looking at her dragon and pulling her bag from her mouth. "No Snow, I'm sorry." She whispered, and she ran from the stables as there was a long and heart wrenching whining sound.

It didn't take her long to get to the port, where everyone was gathered, a path had been made to allow Caverna to pass in such a way that no one touched her. She put her bag into the boat and she turned as she felt a hand on her shoulder, it was Stoick.

"Caverna, I have something for you."

"What?" She asked him, watching as he handed her a cone shaped object wrapped in parchment. "What is it?"

"Open it." Stoick encouraged.

Caverna opened it carefully and inside was an ivory horn the mouth was shaped like the head of a Night fury with intricate designs going up towards the mouth piece. The mere sight of it made Caverna smile weakly. "Thank you dad, it's wonderful." She hugged him tightly.

Stoick hugged her back. "If you ever need me, then blow on the horn, where ever you are I will come and I will help you. You're still my daughter Caverna, no matter what."

Meanwhile back at the stable, Snowcap watched as her rider left, Snowcap looked over at Toothless as he walked over to her and nuzzled her. _"Go and say goodbye, I'll watch the babies."_ With a nod, he watched his mate run off towards the port where she saw everyone preparing a boat and then she saw her rider. She saw how the people of the village were treating her now and it made her own blood boil, her rider didn't deserve to be sent away, she had to stop this. As she got there, she heard the voice of a familiar skinny man with a staff speak out.

"Don't you have to be miles away right now?" He asked Caverna sarcastically.

"She is allowed to say goodbye to her family and friends Mildew." Stoick told him, his voice as cold as ice. The man just groaned and I watched Caverna and Hiccup say their goodbyes, yet her boyfriend kept his distance.

_"__Coward."_ Snowcap muttered as she watched Fishlegs, before she went back to watching Caverna, she was climbing onto the boat, and Snowcap continued to watch as the bat began to sail away. However, Snowcap ran towards the edge of the pier letting out cries trying to tell her not to go.

"Go home Snow." Caverna called back to her. "Everything will be alright."

Snowcap didn't know whether to believe her best friend, but she knew that she had to look after her babies, all too soon did she feel arms around her and she noticed Hiccup was hugging her, and then a closer expectation of the boat made her realise, Astrid and Stormfly were on the boat too, she let out a loud cry and she just about heard the call of Stormfly call back. Her best friend was gone, what could she do now?

Meanwhile, on the boat, Caverna sailed it further away from Berk, she was quiet and so was Astrid, she looked back every few minutes, until Berk had completely disappeared, then she looked over to the front of the boat were Astrid sat, sharpening her axe.

"Do you have any idea where to go?" Caverna eventually asked.

Astrid looked up at her best friend and shook her head with a sigh, before she got up and walked over to her.

"No, do you?"

Caverna shook her head sadly. "No."

After a few more moments of silence, Astrid suddenly sparked with an idea. "What about Sapphire's island?"

Caverna looked at her and she thought to herself for a few minutes, weighing up the pros and cons and at that moment, the thought of a warm fire, food and water outweighed the bad dramatically.

"Alright, let's go." Caverna nodded, steering the boat in the right direction.

It didn't take them long until they reached the shores of Sapphire's island and they looked around for the Blue Death that they had met many weeks ago.

"Sapphire?" Caverna and Astrid called out, even Stormfly tried to help, and they eventually heard familiar thuds on the ground and Sapphire soon bounded out of the trees nearby, grabbing Caverna gently in her claws and tossing her into the air onto her back.

"Hey girl, it's good to see you too." Caverna smiled. "You remember Astrid, right?"

The dragon gave her a nod and leant down to nuzzle the blonde Viking and her dragon , but she looked around for the other familiar dragons: Snowcap, Meatlug, Hookfang, Barf and Belch and Toothless, but she didn't find them.

"Sapphire, can you put me down and show Astrid, Stormfly and I where we can stay?" Caverna asked.

The dragon simply nodded and moved so Caverna could jump off of her back, before the dragon led them through the forest towards a clearing outside of a cave and she hustled the two humans and dragon into the cave.

As the night wore on, Astrid and Stormfly went out for food as Caverna stayed behind gathering materials to make some things for her and Astrid to sleep on. Sapphire watched her human carefully, she looked different, sadder, and not happy at all, it made her nuzzle her in hopes to provide comfort – it didn't.

"I'm alright girl." Caverna told her, stroking her face, before she moved away to lie down the beds that she had made, one for Astrid and one for herself, and then she walked outside to gather some wood to make a fire. After she had made the fire and Sapphire had set it alight, Caverna sat in front of it waiting for Astrid and Stormfly to come back. That didn't take long since she saw Stormfly coming back carrying Astrid on her back and a basket of fish in her mouth. Caverna watched Astrid make them some dinner, and the two sat around in silence as the two dragons lay beside them, staying awake to make sure that they were alright. After a while of silence, Astrid decided to ask her something.

"Caverna..." She started, her mouth going dry because she didn't what reaction that she would get to what she really wanted to ask.

"Yeah?" Caverna asked, looking up at her, her dinner forgotten next to her.

"Why are you so closed?" Astrid suddenly blurted out.

"What do you mean?" Caverna asked, with a raised eyebrow.

"Why don't you ever get upset, or become emotional, except for anger?" Astrid asked her.

The question took Caverna by surprise and she sighed. "Because my emotions are all I have left now Astrid, I don't cry, I hardly smile because in a way, I don't know how to show anything but anger."

"Why?" Astrid asked her, moving closer.

"Because of what happened to me." Caverna told her quietly.

"Caverna, tell me what happened to you."

Caverna took a deep breath; it had been a long time ago since it had happened and since she told anyone, but then again, no one ever asked her for the full story.

"I was eight years old, the forgotten child, no one but Garforth watched out for me or even noticed me for that matter. I didn't mind, it meant that I had more freedom than everyone else, and I would mainly spend it in the forest with Snowcap. When it happened, Snowcap was only three weeks old, so I left her at home; I had been training with my dagger in the forest near my 'family' home. It wasn't late in the day, but the sun was starting to set, no raids were expected that night, so I thought that I was safe. I've never been so wrong..." Caverna had slowly started staring into space as she described the ordeal to Astrid, and Astrid was silent and patient, knowing that Caverna suffered worse than anyone. "I didn't hear him approach until it was too late, he hit me around the head, hard, but I still managed to stay wake so I knew what he was doing. He tied me up, made sure I couldn't move, her removed the clothes, the cold air making me shiver, and then suddenly there was nothing but pain...I begged him to stop, I cried all the way through it, it hurt so much, but instead his hand closed around my neck, I eventually passed out." Her voice became a whisper as she described the exact moment, but she soon got her volume back. "I woke up to the sun, it was high noon, two days later, only now did my parents find me, they hadn't noticed I was missing until that day. When they found me, I was bloody and bruised, they took me straight to the healer and, after an examination and a lot of hysterical screaming on my part, he deemed me barren. It turns away, he cut me where my ovaries were and the healer couldn't fix it because I was too young and weak, I wouldn't survive." As she spoke this time, she took off the top part of her suit and she pulled up her top slightly to show two scars over where a woman's ovaries were shown on her stomach. "From then on, my parents shunned me even more, I was confined to my room as a child, no one but Garforth was told and when they grew older, so were my siblings, everyone who knew was sworn to secrecy about my accident. When I reached nine years old, Garforth would take me to the top of the house where he showed me how to fight with swords and eventually healed me to make my own weapons when I was allowed to leave the house. All through this, Snowcap had joined me and helped me over the years and without her, I probably would have given up."

Astrid looked at her, Caverna really had had a life and a half, and Astrid felt sorry for her, no one deserved to go through what she had, especially not at an age as young as that. Standing up, she walked to her friend and she hugged her, Caverna slowly hugging her back. When she hugged her back, Astrid took a turn to whisper in her ear.

"If you ever want to cry, and then just let it out, I won't judge you, I promise." Astrid whispered.

"It's nice to know, thank you." Caverna whispered back.

When the two eventually broke apart, they decided to simply go to bed, though Astrid stayed awake a little longer, just watching Caverna, she was still as emotionless as stone, despite what she told her would have had Astrid sobbing. She truly admired Caverna for her strength and her ability to try and move on like she has, she just hope that they would be allowed home sooner rather than later.


	23. Help!

Days had passed since Caverna and Astrid were banished, and everyone was missing them dreadfully. Though no one was missing them more than Hiccup and Snowcap, he young Viking always made time in his day to check on his sister's dragon and each time he was met with the same sight. Snowcap was lying down with her head on her saddle, her blue eyes watery as if she was trying not to cry, and her food remaining untouched. The poor dragon was heartbroken at the loss of her rider, and Hiccup felt sorry for her. Every night he would come down to the stables and find her with her two babies and Toothless, though for once Toothless never let Hiccup close enough to actually touch Snowcap.

"It's okay Toothless, I'm going to try and help her to eat before she becomes ill." Hiccup told him, holding up the basket of fish that he had. "And I'll need your help."

Toothless tilted his head slightly to look at his rider and he nodded at Hiccup, before he nuzzled Snowcap's head.

"_Come on Snowcap, you need to eat."_

_"__I'm not hungry." _She told him.

"_Please Snow, you haven't eaten in days. Please eat, for me and our babies."_

Snowcap sighed, looking at him before she got herself onto her feet and she walked around to where Hiccup was and she waited as he got out a fish and threw it into her mouth, like he had seen Caverna do, yet the mere act of it, made Snowcap whimper and she caught the fish walking to the nest were the babies were and she dropped the fish in there for them. It caused both Hiccup and Toothless to let out noises of frustration, before Toothless took a fish and dropped it right in front of Snowcap.

"_Eat."_

Snowcap look at him and she sighed, before she ate it and Toothless saw tears falling down her cheeks which just made him nuzzle her lovingly.

_"__They'll be fine Snow, Caverna, Astrid and Stormfly are tough."_ Toothless told her, as he and he babies nuzzled her.

Neither of them noticed that Hiccup had left but Hiccup made his way back up towards the house, where he found Stoick sitting in his arm chair, looking lost as he pressed a block of ice to his temple.

"What's the matter, despite the obvious?" Hiccup asked him as he sat in another hair by the fire.

"We got a letter today, Eridor's tribe has now started a war, someone told them that we killed his heir and now he wants to destroy us." Stoick told him.

Hiccup looked at him. "But dad, you said that Brock didn't like war."

"He doesn't, but I had his only son killed."

"Dad, you didn't have a choice, he raped Astrid." Hiccup groaned. "Now I might never see my girlfriend or my sister again."

Stoick sighed. "I'm so sorry son." He put his head in his hands. "I've failed you, you and Caverna."

"Dad, you can bring them back, we need them to fight with us, and Snowcap won't move without her, she's slowly wasting away." Hiccup told him.

Stoick sighed. "Alright, try and send one of the dragons after her, or Eridor's dragon, I've noticed he's still hanging around."

Hiccup nodded, forcing himself not to jump for joy, and he ran outside to where he found Lightning by the sea, fishing.

"Lightning..." Hiccup started and the dragon froze, turning around and growling at him, his spikes raised up, ready to attack. "Easy Lightning, I don't mean any harm."Hiccup told him opening his hands and showing them to the dragon, trying to show him he wasn't an enemy as he tried to remember what Caverna did with the dragon to keep him calm and obedient. The dragon didn't seem that happy with Hiccup interrupting his dinner time, so before Hiccup could move, he suddenly shot his spikes at him, though surprisingly Hiccup managed to get out of the way, just as the twins flew down.

"Uh...You do know that, Caverna usually pets his beak, right?" Ruffnut asked him.

Hiccup looked at them in almost disbelief that the twins had noticed something that simple, yet Hiccup tried it anyway. He walked closer to the dragon and as he raised his spikes up he started to pet his beak, miraculously the dragon calmed down to listen to Hiccup.

"Okay, okay Lightning, I have a job for you."

The sentence made the dragon tilt his head in curiously and Lightning looked at Hiccup expectantly.

"I need you to find Caverna, Astrid and Stormfly; we need their help, desperately."

The minute he heard Stormfly's name the dragon hopped from foot to foot in excitement, he had grown quite fond of the blue and yellow Deadly Nadder and he was eager to see her again. Lightning didn't think twice, the minute Hiccup moved his hand from his beak, however, Hiccup still managed to attach a note to the dragon's saddle, hoping that it didn't fall off. Within seconds though, the dragon was gone, searching for the familiar scent of Stormfly, or Caverna and he even looked for a boat docked at any island or simply sailing through the seas.

Meanwhile, on Sapphire's island, Caverna was sitting in the mouth of Sapphire's cave, whilst Astrid, Stormfly and Sapphire slept. She had been awake for a while, so long that she had watched the sunrise, though she had to leave the cave soon, her stomach was rumbling viciously. In the end, she got up, fastened her top of her flight suit, picked up the make shift basket and walked towards where she could hear a waterfall, and she found a lake filled with fish. Setting the basket down, she pulled out a dagger and she sat in waiting, until a fish swam by and her hand shot out, flicking the dagger which embedded itself in the back of the fish killing it instantly. Taking the fish out, she pulled the dagger out and lay it on the ground, throwing the fish into the basket. Caverna repeated the action numerous times; before she heard a familiar thud of feet and she felt something nudge into her back, as she turned she recognised the blue and yellow scales of Stormfly.

"Hey girl, where's Astrid?" She asked as she petted the dragon and Stormfly cocked her head back indicating that Astrid was still in the cave.

"Ah, and you thought that you would come and join me, did you?"

The Deadly Nadder nodded her head and she walked to the water's edge and she flew just above the water and started to catch some fish, coming back to drop each of her catches in the basket.

When the basket was eventually full, Stormfly get Caverna climb onto her back before she picked up the basket in her claws and flew back towards the cave, carrying their catch home. When they landed, Caverna jumped off and took the basket to the cave where Astrid was sitting in front of the fire and Sapphire was lying down watching her, having lit the fire to keep Astrid warm.

"Hey, you're up." Caverna stated with a soft smile as she sat beside her in front of the fire as Stormfly wrapped herself around Astrid.

"Yeah, I heard Stormfly leave, and I noticed that you weren't here." Astrid told her.

"Yeah, I went to get us some food." She nodded to the basket of fish, before she pulled one out and found one of the sticks that they had used the night before and she put a fish on each one, before she put them over the fire to cook.

"Where do you think we should go next?" Astrid asked.

"What do you mean?" Caverna looked at her.

"Well, we can't stay here forever." Astrid told her. "We need to find another village."

"We can stay here for a few more days, but we just need to be careful, after all we have enough food, we have a shelter, we have water and we have two dragons as well as our fighting knowledge to protect ourselves." Caverna told her. "But you're right; we do need other things which we can only get from a village."

Astrid sighed. "And we can't go home."

"We can, I'll go tonight while it's dark, we will just need to make a list of the things we need." Caverna told her.

Astrid nodded. "Well, let's see what we have brought."

Both girls grabbed their bags and they empted out the things that they had brought before they started to make their lists.

As they made their lists, they realised that they had brought the same things, such a few changes of clothes, their different combs and some momentums which in Caverna' case was the horn that Stoick had gave her before they left, in fact the only thing that they had brought which gave them some difference, was their choice of weapons, Astrid had brought her famous axe and Caverna had brought her swords and daggers. However they came to a stop as there was a loud yet familiar roar, it caused Stormfly and Sapphire to run outside ready for an attack, yet one never came.

"Stormfly?" Astrid called out.

"Sapphire?" Caverna called.

When there was no answer, the two got up and picked up their weapons, running out of the cave to where there dragons were and they found Stormfly playing with a purple Deadly Nadder, who they recognised as Lightning , whilst Sapphire stood by and watched.

"Lightning?"

At hearing Caverna's voice the two Deadly Nadders moved apart and Lightning walked over to her, resting his head against her hand when she held it out to him.

"I wonder what he's doing here." Astrid thought out loud.

"I have no idea, but he could have just been looking for me, I am the only other familiar rider he had." Caverna shrugged.

"Fair enough." Caverna soon noticed the note that Hiccup had attached to him and she pulled it off, reading it quickly.

"What's that Caverna?" Astrid asked her.

Caverna held out the note to her, and it only said two words, well one word and a letter:

'HELP! – H". The two girls looked at it and when they got to the H they looked at each other. Berk was in trouble, and they needed their help. Seeming to read each other's minds, they packed up their things again and Astrid got Stormfly ready to fly, reattaching the saddle, just as Caverna put her saddlebag onto Lightning and made sure he was okay with it, before she pulled her hood up and put her swords on and she looked at Sapphire.

"Come on girl, you come too, they might need a lot of fire power." Caverna told her as she got onto Lightning's back.

Sapphire seemed to understand what Caverna was saying because she watched the blonde human grab her axe and jump onto her Nadder's back before Caverna pulled her mask up to just under her eyes and they flew into the air, Sapphire following alongside the.


	24. Battle

Berk had turned into a battle ground not long after Lightning left, despite what Stoick said that Brock wasn't into fighting people, he certainly brought an army big enough to rival the number of people that were living on the whole of Berk. Hiccup was actually ready to fight now, and he ran down to the stables where he found Snowcap and Toothless hiding their babies in their nest.

"Toothless, come on bud, we've got to go." Hiccup told him.

Toothless simply looked at him, though Hiccup had a feeling that his dragon wasn't going to leave until he were sure that his babies were safe. And that was true, neither dragon moved until they were 100% sure that the babies would be safe. Yet even then, they were hesitant to leave. They only managed to leave because Hiccup told them to, with a promise that they would be fine. When they got outside, Hiccup mounted Toothless' saddle and he took off into the sky, with Snowcap at his side.

"_Be careful I don't want to lose you."_ Toothless called to Snowcap just as they were joined by the other dragons and their riders. "_Or any of you."_

"_You won't." _the other dragons told him and even in the air, Snowcap nuzzled him.

"_You need to be careful too, we've already lost Stormfly."_Snowcap told him, before she and the other dragons flew into the fight. Toothless tried to keep an eye on his mate, but he knew that he didn't really need to, Snowcap was a natural fighter, and well that's what they thought. No one had expected Brock to bring an army of dragons with him, but somehow no one noticed until Snowcap was suddenly flown into by a Monstrous Nightmare and the dragon pulled her to the ground. When they landed, the two started to circle each other, snarls and growls erupting from the pair, before Snowcap made the first move and tackled it and the both broke into a fight.

Meanwhile, Caverna and Astrid weren't far away from Berk, though Lightning and Stormfly were putting everything into their flying, eager to get back to Berk to be the help that Hiccup had asked for.

"Easy you two, save most of your strength." Astrid told them, rubbing the back of Stormfly's head.

"Astrid is right, take it easy, Berk will be in one piece...or maybe not."

Astrid and Caverna froze as they saw the battle on Berk, many houses were burning and many people were wounded or dead.

"Oh my gods..." Astrid whispered.

Caverna looked at Sapphire. "Stay low girl, I'll call for you when I need you." As the dragon nodded Caverna looked at Astrid and then she looked back a little, for once she was speechless, which was never really a good thing. Then she had an idea, she leant back to delve into her saddlebag, pulling out her horn. Taking a quick glance at Astrid, she noticed the nod, then she put the horn to her lips, the sound it made was loud but as they flew over head they heard a cheer which only intensified as they got int the fight. At seeing them, Hiccup flew up to fly beside them.

"Astrid, Caverna!" He smiled happily at seeing them.

"Hiccup!" Astrid gave them a happy and loving smile.

"Big brother." Caverna smiled, pulling the bottom of her mask down in order for him to see it. "So, what's the plan?"

"Right now, just trying to keep our villagers alive, for as long as possible." Hiccup told her. "The vulnerable women, children and older generation have been taken to the beach, to keep them safe for a while."

"No where is going to be safe unless we push Brock and his army back." Astrid told them.

"Then, this is what we have to go." Caverna told them.

"How?" Hiccup asked.

"With a dragon." Caverna and Astrid told the, before Caverna let out a whistle and Sapphire flew up to the sky and after a hand gesture from Caverna, she started to aim fire at the opposing tribe.

"Well, that's made it easier." Astrid commented.

"Dragon riders, regroup." Hiccup shouted and Caverna was about to go with him, but Snowcap's fight caught her eye.

"Give me a sec." She shouted to her brother, before she patted Lightning on the head to get his attention. "Let's help Snowcap." At hearing her, Lightning flew down to hep Snowcap, through he did allow for Caverna to jump off his back before he tackled the Monstrous Nightmare to the floor and Snowcap ran to Caverna, nuzzling her.

"Come on girl, let's go and help our friends."

Snowcap nodded, before she allowed her to jump onto her back and she flew off flying, letting out a Night Fury call and the other dragons turned before they watched them fly past. Caverna heard their cheers, before Hiccup shot after her, the two night furies flying around each other dodging attacks and aiming their own. They helped their friends and fellow Berkians as best as they could, before Cavern and Hiccup got high enough to be deemed safe.

"Keep an eye open for dad, he could need some help." Hiccup told her.

"I will." She looked at a battle below them. "Are you ready for another round?"

Hiccup also looked down and he noticed Astrid had been cornered by more men than she usually took on and Stormfly was too busy fighting another dragon to help her rider and Hiccup looked at his sister. "I am, there is no way I am losing her again."

Then Caverna noticed where he had been looking and she looked back at him.

"Then go dragon boy, save her." She told him as he flew off, before she noticed Eleanor, fighting Fishlegs and she was almost beating him to a pulp, so Caverna decided that she would have some fun.

They landed not far from where Fishlegs and Eleanor were and she sent Snowcap away to help Meatlug. As Snowcap tackled the dragon off of Meatlug, Caverna grabbed Eleanor's arm as she went to hit Fishlegs with a dagger and Eleanor's looked at her.

"Pick on someone your own size." She threw her a few feet away, so she could help Fishlegs to his feet. "Stand there a second." She told him, before she turned and one of her swords clashing with that of Eleanor's. Fishlegs watched in fascination and fear as he watched the two girls fight. He knew Caverna was skilled and he saw that she was easily getting the best of the girl who used to be her sister, he breathed a sigh of relief as Caverna's sword suddenly cut Eleanor's chest, and fell to her knees. As Eleanor choked on the blood that was coming up her throat, Caverna stood over her and looked at her. "Now you know what happens if you even think of hurting my boyfriend, but this is what happens if you actually touch him." She suddenly swung her sword and she ended up cutting off Eleanor's head, the sight made Fishlegs hurl, especially as he watched the head roll away from the body, blood going everywhere. But somehow he managed to keep his vomit in before he looked at Caverna and she dropped the sword that she had used and ran over to him, both of them grabbing each other into a tight hug, before they pulled away slightly so that Caverna's arms were still around Fishlegs' neck and she suddenly kissed him, though it was quick it was passionate enough to take Fishlegs' breath away. But as she was about to say something, she put a finger to his lips to silence him.

"Sshh, I know." She told him, before she looked at their dragons. "Come on, we still have a fight to win."

Fishlegs nodded and he climbed onto Meatlug's back and he flew in one direction as Caverna and Snowcap flew in the other, he started to help the twins fight back against the opposing Vikings.

Caverna flew around, looking and helping everyone that she could before she soon found Skullcrusher and her father deep in battle.

"Snowcap, plasma blast!" Caverna told her, watching as her dragon shot a plasma blast at both the dragon that Skullcrusher was fighting and at the two men that Stoick was fighting.

"Caverna, you're here!" Stoick exclaimed, looking up to see who had come to his aid and smiling when he saw his daughter, before he climbed onto Skullcrusher's back and he flew alongside her, just as the other dragon riders found them.

"That's everyone." Snotlout told them.

"It can't be." Caverna told them, pulling the bottom of her mask down as she looked at them.

"What do you mean?" Hiccup asked.

"Brock, has anyone encountered him, or seen him?" She asked.

When everyone shook their heads, her heart started hammering and it caused everyone to look at her.

"Why, what's the matter Caverna, he's gone." Fishlegs told her.

"No, he doesn't like fighting, but he is a crafty son of a bitch." She looked at Stoick. "He's still here...Where did you say the rest of the villagers were?"

"At the beach...He wouldn't." Stoick told her.

"Trust me, he will." Caverna told him. "Dad, let me deal with him, I'll get rid of him." She told Stoick.

"No, I lost you last time; I am not losing you again." Stoick told her.

"Please dad, I need to do this, I need to end his hold on me." She told him.

Stoick sighed. "Alright, but the minute you get hurt and I will rip that bastard apart." Stoick told her.

Caverna simply nodded before she looked at Snowcap. "Alright girl lets finish this." She told her, before Snowcap flew off towards the beach.

They reached the beach just in time, and she saw that Brock was there with two of his men, he was dragging children around, despite the cries of the mothers who had stayed.

"Snowcap, take out those two men." Caverna told her.

Snowcap nodded, blasting the two men that Brock had brought with him, causing everyone to look up to see who had saved them, expecting it to have been Hiccup, though they were silent for a few minutes as they saw Caverna, they soon erupted into cheers at seeing her. Brock looked up as Snowcap flew low once more, though he didn't expect to be suddenly hit in the face by Caverna's boot, and Snowcap flew high once more, Caverna could hear the laughter that her action had started up. Though they were all silenced, and Caverna noticed the look in Brock's eye, it was a look of anger and she knew that not only one of them was going to be hurt this time.

"Alright Snowcap, do you think that you can take care of those dragons?" She asked her dragon, who looked back at her and nodded.

Snowcap looked at the two dragons that she knew would hurt her rider and she flew low, so that Caverna could get onto land and reduce her chances of getting hurt by the dragons, before she flew off into the sky. However Caverna soon had her gaze broken when she heard a war cry and found Helena running towards her, holding an axe. As the two women started fighting Brock watched in almost amusement, before he was suddenly dragged to the floor by Stoick and the two pulled out swords and they started fighting as well.

Hiccup and the other dragon riders got there just as the two fights turned deadly, with Caverna and Helena both looking wounded. Though Caverna was fighting like a mad woman, her ability to be agile and flexible when defending herself against attacked and she managed to add many more injuries to the ones that Helena already had.

"I'm glad I'm not your daughter."Caverna told her. "After 18 years of torment, I would have killed you if I had to carry on."

"You haven't got the ability to kill me." Helena told her as their weapons collided.

However, her words sparked something with Caverna and she knocked Helena's legs out from under her and she found Caverna standing over her, holding one of her swords to her throat.

"That's what you think." Caverna told her, before she suddenly struck Helena wither sword, a fateful injury occurring and she looked over at where her dad was, and now Hiccup had started to fight with them. As Hiccup was thrown into a rock, Stoick looked shocked at seeing Hiccup had fallen unconscious and blood was coming from his head. While his attention was on his son, Stoick was thrown to the floor, and just as Brock was about to strike him again, he suddenly heard a fierce battle cry and Brock choked and slid to his knees and as Stoick sat up he saw a sword in his back and Caverna stood behind him, taking the sword back out, before she suddenly seemed to go crazy, she held her sword tighter, took a deep breath and suddenly slashed at the body repeatedly, leaving the body screaming and pouring in blood just as Brock screamed. Eventually the screams died down, and Caverna was covered in his blood, before Gobber grabbed her hands and pulled her away from the body, still holding the sword.

"It's alright lass, it's over now." Gobber told her, using his only hand to take the sword from her and he threw it a bit away from them, just as Hiccup and Stoick walked over, though only Hiccup got close enough to her and he pulled her into a tight hug. His sister was home, and her nightmare was over, but little did anyone know that Caverna's nightmare had only just begun.


	25. Grief

The riders all found their dragons not long after, they suffered injuries but none were severe enough to cause severe panic and they all seemed grateful. Hiccup and his friends watched as Caverna and Snowcap saw each other and knowing that there was n longer any danger, Snowcap bounded over to her rider, just as Caverna ran to her dragon, her arm going around her neck and Snowcap put her paws around her.

"_Don't you dare ever leave again._" Snowcap told her though to Caverna it sounded like a simple purr, though the words had Toothless, Snowcap and Meatlug smiling, though Caverna still had an idea of what was being said.

"I'm sorry Snowcap; I'll ever leave you again."

The pair eventually walked away together, obviously looking for the babies and they were soon flanked by Sapphire who flew above them, and that was the last anyone saw of them. The night came thick and fast for the village of Berk, and after cleaning up the bodies of their opposing clan and sending their friends and family members away on their boats, the remaining villagers went up to the Great hall. However, there was one person who hadn't joined the village, at least not until later that night, when they were all in the middle of the feast. However, when Caverna finally entered the hall, now fully clean of the dirt and blood that she had received during the battle, everyone stopped what they were doing and they stared at her. At everyone staring, Caverna sat at the table with Hiccup, Astrid, Fishlegs and their friends. Everyone gave her a smile of comfort as they watched residents dance, and Astrid suddenly pulled Hiccup up to dance with her. Caverna watched her brother and Astrid and she smiled slightly to herself, though it wasn't noticeable.

After a while, Fishlegs came to stand behind her and he tapped her shoulder, causing her to turn around.

"Fishlegs..."

Fishlegs didn't say anything; instead he pulled her up to stand and e pulled her closer to him, kissing her with such passion that Caverna really didn't expect it. Those in the room who saw, all smiled at the sight and even Stoick smiled at seeing them, though it was all ruined as Mildew went over to them.

"Monster." He sneered at Caverna. "Don't tarnish the boy with your filth." He told her, pushing her away from Fishlegs with his staff and his sheep physically dragged her away.

"Go away Mildew, I really don't want to deal with you tonight." Caverna told him.

"This thing is nothing but a tarnished monster!" Mildew then addressed the crowd. "We all saw what happened to her family, what is stopping her from doing it to us?" He asked the crowd and a few shouted rather spiteful things to Caverna as they surrounded her, cutting off her sight from her friends and family.

"She is wilder than a dragon; she should be the one to be put away!" Mildew shouted. "After all, she is no use to us, she can't bear children for the poor boy, and she can't control herself! What use is there for her here?" Mildew asked the crowd.

At hearing it all, Hiccup managed to push himself to the front of the crowd with Fishlegs, Snotlout and Astrid at his side and they all saw the panic in Caverna's eyes as she scanned the crowd, before she fled the hall.

"That is enough!" Stoick suddenly thundered. "How dare any of you talk to her like that, she is our saviour!"

"Let he go Stoick, you know that she doesn't belong here." Mildew told him.

"No Mildew, you can leave, my daughter is staying and any of you who carry on treating her this way can leave too." Stoick told the group.

Meanwhile, Caverna was running through the forest, and she eventually found herself on the edge of a cliff. She looked out into the ocean and she suddenly fell to her knees, the events of the day unfolding in her mind once more. She had killed those she had thought were her family, everyone was right she was a monster, though then she was suddenly overcome with anger and she picked up a rock, standing up and she hurled it with a cry into the sea.

"You did this to me!" She shouted at the open ocean. "I'm a monster because of you, because of all of you!" She didn't notice her own tears until she ran out of things to throw and she fell back to her knees, sobbing into her hands. She didn't notice that anyone had followed until she felt something poking her in the back and she turned to see Gothi stood behind her.

"Gothi..." She whispered, trying to gather what was left of her courageous resolve but that soon failed and she burst into tears again. She heard the thud of something which she deemed to be Gothi's staff and she suddenly felt arms around her, and without a care for her reputation she leant into the old woman, crying into her shoulder as Gothi held her, as silent as always. Eventually Caverna fell silent, unable t cry anymore, and Gothi tapped her on the shoulder get the teenager to look at her and she gestured for her to follow and she picked up her staff and led the girl to her own hut, and told her to lie on the sofa which had already been made into a bed, as if Gothi knew that Caverna would become in this state. As she watched the girl take her weapons off, before she covered the girl with a blanket and she left her to sleep.

No one beside Gothi saw Caverna after she left the Great Hall that night, and when he got home, Hiccup decided not t check on her after he didn't find her in the stable, thinking that she was asleep, he got into bed and went to sleep. The next morning, there was a knock on his bedroom door and Hiccup muttered a come in and he heard the heavy footsteps of his father.

"Hiccup, have you seen Caverna?" Stoick asked him, watching as his son sat up in bed.

"No, she's in bed."

"No Hiccup, she isn't." Stoick told him and the boy was suddenly wide awake.

"I'll get the dragon riders together, we'll find her."

Stoick nodded, leaving the room and in his worry, he went out of the house, and found Gobber and his brother. "Gobber, Spitlout!"

"What's the matter Stoick?" Spitlout asked him, noticing the worry on his face.

"Caverna's gone, I need you two to help me search the village, the kids are taking the forest and mountains."

Both men nodded, and they soon split into three different directions and they all started searching, getting other people to help them. Meanwhile, Hiccup had rounded up every one of his friends and their dragons and they were spread across the sky searching the forest and the mountains, they eventually met at Raven's point to give any news.

"Did anyone find anything?" Hiccup asked, as he got down from the saddle on Toothless' back.

"No Hiccup, I found nothing at the beach." Fishlegs told him.

"Me neither, there was no trace of her in the mountains." Snotlout told her.

"Or the caves." Ruffnut told him.

At seeing how worried Hiccup had become, Astrid walked over and gently squeezed his hand. "She's going to be okay, don't worry."

Hiccup sighed with a nod. "I know...But I did nothing to help her out of the situation, and now I don't know if she's alive or dead, she was unstable yesterday after the fight." He started to fret at the thought of his sister being dead.

Astrid pulled her boyfriend into a tight hug. "It's going to be alright Hiccup; she'll be fine, you know that she will." She whispered against him.

"I know." He whispered back, pulling away with a sigh. "Let's just do one more search, and then head back to the village to report back to my dad."

The group nodded and they done as he asked, before they flew back to the village, with Astrid and Hiccup landing Toothless and Stormfly, as the dragons went into the stables, Hiccup and Astrid went into the house, where they found Stoick, Gobber and Gothi sitting by the fire.

"Dad, we couldn't find her." Hiccup told him, his head hung low.

Stoick looked at him. "I know son, but don't worry she's been found."

"How, where?" Hiccup asked, looking up at him.

"Gothi found her at Raven's point last night, after she had a breakdown, before she took her back to her place and she's still there." Stoick explained.

"Is she alright, is she harmed?" Hiccup asked and he watched Gothi shake her head. "I've got to go and see her."

"No Hiccup, you stay here." Stoick told him. "I'm taking Skullcrusher and bringing her home, before she is staying in her room for a while."

"You're confiding her to her room?" Hiccup asked his father, suddenly outraged.

"It's for her safety lad." Gobber told him. "Gothi has told us to keep her separate for a while, you will still be able to see her, and she just won't be able to go outside until she is fully better."

Hiccup really didn't seem happy about it, as he watched his dad and Gothi leave ad he stalked over to the sofa, sitting down heavily as Toothless and Snowcap walked in followed by their babies.

"Hey you two." Gobber greeted the dragons. "I see those two are getting big." He smiled leaning down to stroke the baby dragons.

Toothless and Snowcap looked proud as Snowcap rested her head underneath Toothless and she purred softly to him. Toothless watched the babies as she padded back over to his mother and they were rubbing themselves against their parents for comfort, before they moved to lie by the fire curling up on each other.

Hiccup watched the two baby dragons, before he felt Toothless' head on his lap and he stroked him. "I'm alright bud, just worried for Caverna."

Toothless let a soft whine escape his mouth and he nuzzled himself against Hiccup's stomach before he noticed that it was now late afternoon and he walked over to his babies, curling around them by the fire as Snowcap joined him. The three humans watched the dragons as the two adults messed around, playfully nipping each other, as the babies slept, before they all looked at the door as it opened and Stoic walked in, carrying Caverna who was wrapped in her father's usual thick fur cape. At seeing her, Hiccup felt terrible, she was pale and obviously cold, whatever life was in her skin beforehand had gone now and she looked just as sickly as he used to. He watched his father take Caverna upstairs to her room, before he watched him come down to sit in his armchair.

"How is she?" He asked quietly, Astrid squeezing his hand in comfort.

"She was still asleep when I got to Gothi's; she's not doing very well." Stoick told him. "Some of her wounds are now infected; she hadn't stopped crying for most of the night."

"Did Gothi say what was fully wrong with her, Sir?" Astrid asked the chief.

"Yes, she says that Caverna I suffering from a mixture of grief, relief and pain. After all, she killed the people that she had thought were family for her first eighteen years; she had been shunned by everyone and at every place that she called home, she felt completely alone. Her breakdown came from everything building up on top of her, after being shunned, the battle and thinking that she had lost Hiccup, then being called a monster, she snapped." Stoick sighed. "Gothi told me that she had heard Caverna shouting that she was a monster because of them, that they did this to her, after all, she never got answers for what happened to her."

Hiccup sighed. "I'm going to look after her dad." He promised. "I'll keep her at home until she's better."

Stoick nodded and the subject was dropped, though everyone knew that no one could stop thinking about it.


	26. Locked away as change occurs

A few weeks, in fact it was almost three months that had gone back since Caverna was put in her room and kept inside her family home. No one had allowed her outside, she hadn't seen her friends or her boyfriend much at all, the only person that she had seen was Astrid simply because she was staying over with Hiccup most nights and Caverna could hear her sneak in. The only upside was that Snowcap and Toothless' babies had flown the nest in these past, almost, three months. However, this specific night, her dragon had gone to stay outside with her mate and Stormfly and it brought her rider no comfort, especially when Caverna was sitting on the edge of her bed, wide awake, able to hear everything around her. This involved the loud snoring of her father and the moans of pleasure and creaking of Hiccup's bed as he and Astrid had their ever so routinely love making session. That last bit had only started occurring a few days after Astrid was allowed to live back in the village again, and Hiccup decided to make her his. He hadn't proposed or anything, he just wanted Astrid to be his, not minding if her virtue wasn't his. However, whilst her brother was having the time of his life with the love of his life, Caverna was almost going stir crazy! She wasn't made for staying inside, caged like some form of wild animal, but who listened to her? No one! They were too busy trying to 'protect' her from the outside world, when really they were driving her into a different type of insanity. Yet, Caverna still threw herself back on her bed, her head hitting the pillows and she pulled it over her head trying to block out the sounds.

"Oh Hiccup...Faster..." Astrid's moans could still be heard loud and clear through the walls and the pillow, along with the increased creaks of the bed. Still hearing it, Caverna had decided that she had had enough. She got up and donned her flight suit, before she slid out of her window and used the trellis to carry herself down. At feeling her feet hit the floor she walked down the hill until she reached the gravel of a trail but she didn't bother following it, instead she made her way to the edge of a cliff, where she sat herself down in the grass.

She smiled, closing her eyes at the feel of the cold night air on her skin, of the smell of the wide open ocean and of the gradual warmth that spread over her skin as she felt the sun rising. And then she heard it, her name being hollered from behind her and she stood up and held her hand up just in time to feel a firm grip on it and for herself t be dragged back towards her house, she didn't even bother to look at the person, she knew that it was Stoick, and she knew she was in trouble, and that was proven the minute she got home, where she was forced to sit on the sofa.

"Caverna, this is the twelfth time that I've found you outside!" Stoick shouted the minute that she was sitting down comfortably.

"I know."

"You could have gotten hurt, and all you can say is 'I know'?"

"Yes." Caverna told him as she stood up. "You're the one who's hidden me away and won't let me go outside. I wasn't made to be locked up!"

"You are my daughter, you will do as I see fit!"

"I am not going to keep sitting in this house because you wish it, you're just like Brock and his family, shutting me away, waiting until everyone forgets about me!" Caverna almost screamed.

"You had a breakdown; I'm locking you away so that you can recover!"

"I'm fine, and I will prove it, today I will go to dragon training with Hiccup, Astrid and my friends and you can't stop me!" Caverna told him, walking away and up the stairs where she bumped into Astrid and Hiccup who had been standing by listening.

"Next time you two want to fuck, make sure no one else can hear it!" She told them, still raging from hers and Stoick's 'conversation' before she walked into her room and grabbed her weapons.

When she came back out, she found that Hiccup and Astrid had retreated back into Hiccup's room to get ready and by the time they were ready, Caverna was back in the stables and she had attached Snowcap's saddle to her and she was just fixing her suit, making a note to put some weight on since it felt too loose.

"Are you ready to go?" Hiccup asked her.

Caverna looked up from the fastener and she nodded, before she went back to the fastener and when it was done, she climbed onto Snowcap's back, making sure both she and Snowcap were comfortable before she waited and watched Hiccup help Astrid onto Stormfly, before he mounted Toothless. When they were all ready, they made their way through the air towards the dragon academy, and Hiccup looked over at Caverna and found that her eyes were closed and her hood and mask were down, she was enjoying the flow of the air through her hair and feeling the breeze on her face. The sight caused Hiccup to smile, and only now did he notice how skinny his sister had become and how pale she was, he didn't think that being kept away from the world would affect her like that. Astrid noticed the concerned looked on her boyfriend's face and she reached over to nudge him, giving him to tell him to stop worrying. They reached the academy before the others and when they all dismounted, Caverna helped them to set up desks and the rock board, before Caverna sat on top of one of the makeshift desks as Lightning wandered over and she scratched his scales.

"So, do I need to know anything before we start?" Caverna asked her brother and friend.

"Nope, I don't think so." Hiccup told her, though Caverna could tell that from the look that Astrid gave him that wasn't true, but she left them to it, more excited in seeing Lightning and Snowcap properly again.

They didn't wait long before their friends got there and they all seemed taken aback at seeing Caverna, but they all greeted her with hugs and high fives in Snotlout and the twin's cases and their dragons all gave her a nuzzle, even Hookfang. As Hiccup started the lesson, something seemed off, there was another person in the group, her hair was black and her skin was pale but it was her eyes that troubled Caverna, they hadn't stopped staring at her and her mere gaze was as cold as those of a snake just before the kill. Not only that, but Lightning had become more and more agitated the longer the person was around. Eventually, Hiccup let them beak off into groups, and they were told to mount their dragons, and then Caverna noticed what was wrong. The dark haired girl was trying to get onto Lightning's back and the sight made Caverna giggle. Every time the girl got close to getting on the Deadly Nadder's back, the Nadder either moved or simply threw her off. However, eventually Lightning had had enough and he squawked, raising his tail and his spikes suddenly jutted out.

"Heather, look out!" Fishlegs shouted to her, and the girl simply froze.

However, she didn't get hit since as Lightning was about to fire, Caverna touched his cheek; her touch was obviously comforting to him.

"Easy boy, easy." Caverna told him. "I'm here, you're okay." When Lightning had put his tail spikes away, Caverna looked at the girl, now named Heather. "What, in Valhalla, are you trying to do?"

"Hiccup told us to mount our dragons, he is my dragon." Heather told her, her voice taking on an angered tone.

"No, he isn't, Lightning is my dragon." Caverna told her, her tone placid and carefree. "So next time, lay off or I'll have him stake you to the wall, understand?" She clicked her tongue and had the dragon kneel down so she could climb onto his back and she shot a look at her brother, her look told him how much trouble he was in – and that was a lot. However, they remained quiet for the rest of the lesson, Heather having to ride with Astrid, though Caverna could still feel her eyes on her and if she was honest, she didn't care, she was adamant that Heather wasn't going to get either of her dragons, and she promise both of her dragons that she would see it through.

After hours of flying and tricks, Hiccup had them all land on an island which after a quick scout by Toothless and Snowcap, it was deemed safe. They all sat around a fire, which was kept going by the fire breathing dragons and Caverna was sat with Fishlegs, her head resting on his shoulder as Lightning and Snowcap lay beside Toothless and Meatlug. She noticed that Heather was still staring at her, but she chose to ignore it, mainly because she and Fishlegs were going to collect some more firewood from the surrounding forest. It wasn't long into the walk, when Caverna felt something scaly rubbing its head against her and she stopped walking, turning around to notice that Lightning was looking for comfort after following them.

"Hey, what's the matter?" Caverna asked the dragon.

Fishlegs stopped and watched them, holding the firewood that they had picked up, trying to be a gentleman and not let his girlfriend do much work. "He looks really unhappy." He commented, putting the wood down and walking over to stroke the Nadder gently.

"Can you blame him?" Caverna asked him. "He watched his rider die; he then lost the person who looked after him, only to find me again to have me taken away for a few months, now to have a girl trying to force him into submission and to have me back." She sighed stroking the dragon. "Snowcap and I are all he has, he just doesn't want to lose anymore family."

Fishlegs nodded. "Hiccup should have realised that you three share a rather strong bond, after all you did raise them from eggs."

Caverna nodded, looking at her dragon. "And I can't bear to let him go." She whispered as the dragon chirped happily, before he started picking up bits of wood and the two teens watched him, before they shrugged and let him drag a large tree trunk back towards the camp.

Meanwhile, Heather had been watching Caverna until she and Fishlegs went to get firewood, and she noticed that Lightning went with her, but Snowcap remained, not even moving or opening an eye to watch them go. Though right now, Snotlout was trying to flirt with Heather.

"So Heather, why do you want to ride Lightning, anyway?" He asked her in some weird form of curiosity.

"Because he's strong, fast, agile..." She listed off.

"Well, surely you'd want to ride something else which is fast and strong." Snotlout told her with a wink which almost had Astrid vomiting.

"Dude that was such an innuendo!" Ruffnut told him through severe amounts of laughter.

"I was talking about Hookfang you idiots." Snotlout told them, groaning in frustration.

Everyone fell about laughing, just as Fishlegs and Caverna came back, and they put the fresh firewood down, just as Lightning came back carrying the tree trunk and he turned at hearing something, nearly hitting Caverna in the back of the head, but she ducked and she put her hand against the tree trunk telling him to drop it as it was about to swing back around. When the trunk was dropped, everyone looked at Astrid, who stood up with a groan.

"Would you mind?" Caverna asked her. "He doesn't believe in cutting things smaller."

"It's no problem; you just might want to stand back." Astrid told her with a smile.

"I trust you." Caverna told her, staying where she was dangerously close to the log and she didn't flinch as Astrid took a swing or when the axe bit into the wood of the trunk. Astrid and Caverna shared a triumphant smirk as everyone else let out the breaths that they were holding in relief, though not before they all whipped around at a scream and saw Heather lying on the ground, Snowcap standing over her and pinning her there, looking threatening and Toothless was even joining in.

Everyone looked at Hiccup and Caverna, and the siblings even looked at each other, before Caverna whistled and Snowcap became as tame as a house pet and she sauntered over to her rider as Lightning joined them, just as Hiccup called for Toothless and he walked over to him. This allowed for Tuffnut to help Heather to her feet.

"Whoa, you have some serious beef with the dragons Heather." He commented, and she sent him a glare, shrugging off his hand, before she glared at Caverna. "You're dragon nearly killed me!"

Caverna looked at her. "What did you do?"

"What do you mean, what did I do?" Heather asked her in disbelief.

"Snowcap or Lightning don't attack someone unless they need to, so you must have done something to upset them." Caverna told her, stroking Snowcap's head.

"I did nothing!" Heather told her. "Your beast just turned around and attacked me!"

"Actually, um, Heather might have done something." Ruffnut told them and she soon found everyone looking straight at her, expecting her to carry on with what she was saying. "Caverna, what does Snowcap do if you poke her jaw?"

"She growls." Caverna told her. "She hates that." She explained to Hiccup who looked at her.

"And if you suddenly start stroking her?"

"Depends on who it is, like if it's someone she knows she'll purr, if it's someone she doesn't know like Heather, she stands and snarls as a warning." Caverna told her.

"Okay, then what does she do if you stand on her tail?" Ruffnut asked her.

"She attempts to take your head off." Caverna shrugged. "Can we get to the point?"

"Heather stood on Snowcap's tail." Ruffnut told her.

"So Heather, her attack was bound to happen, don't come near my dragons again." Caverna warned her, before she looked back at Ruffnut. "So what was with the other questions?"

"Well the first one was because I wanted to annoy her, and the second one was because I want to pet her." Ruffnut admitted, sheepishly.

At seeing her sheepish behaviour, Snowcap bounded over to her, her tongue lounging out and she jumped on Ruffnut, knowing the girl to the floor and she started to lick her as everyone laughed. Caverna watched her friends and her dragons all play together and she even caught a few nuzzles between Stormfly and Lightning. Things had certainly changed, but whether they were for the better, well Caverna would just have to see, but it was clear that no one was getting her dragon, not now and not ever.


	27. Mysterious Dragon

A few more weeks passed and Berk had become covered with a thick blanket of crisp white snow, though no one was outside enjoying it, in fact, no one but Caverna. She had left the feast in the Great Hall, to get some air and cool down, her flight suit kept her warm, but mainly at the most inopportune times. Well, the heat and the fact that she wanted some sort of quiet since she normally found the music that they played was too loud. She wasn't outside for long, when she heard the door open but she didn't turn around when she heard some heavy footsteps behind her.

"I was wondering how long it would take you to come and find me." Caverna told the person with a smile.

"I know, but my parents tried to keep me with them at all times."

She looked over at Fishlegs as he sat beside her and she moved to slide a hand into his, which he took happily, giving it a gentle squeeze.

"I missed you." Caverna told him.

"I missed you too." Was his reply, which was followed by a soft kiss to the side of her head, before he sighed softly to her. "I asked Astrid about you every day, she kept telling me that you were going stir crazy."

"She was right, I was turning crazy." She sighed. "Fishlegs, do you think any bad about me because of what happened after the battle?" She asked, she sounded ashamed that she had broken down like that.

Fishlegs looked at her and he pulled her up to look at him. "Of course not, Caverna you've endured so much trauma in eighteen years, trauma that no one else would understand, you had to have broken down some time." He made her look at him, before his free hand rested on her opposing cheek. "I love you and nothing is going to change that, not anyone or anything that happens."

At seeing her small smile, Fishlegs pressed his lips to hers and the shared a soft yet long kiss, though it soon turned more and more eager, so eager that soon Caverna was straddling Fishlegs' waist and Fishlegs' hands had moved to her waist. Both of their eyes were closed and their breathing was turning into heavy pants but neither of them cared. Nothing around them mattered as Fishlegs felt Caverna's tongue pressing against his lips and he sighed in content as he felt her tongue slid into his mouth and they started a battle of their tongues.

"Aye, you two get inside."

The voice caused them to break apart rather abruptly, so that Caverna actually fell off of Fishlegs' lap but she threw herself into standing and she looked at Gobber.

"Gobber, what in god's name are you doing here?" Caverna asked, fixing herself as much as possible as the blacksmith just laughed.

"Now now you two, get inside quickly before I tell your parents." Gobber told them through laughter.

The two teenagers nodded and they got up quickly running inside, and Caverna sat down with her father and brother who were sharing a drink.

"There you are, I sent Gobber looking for you Caverna." Stoick told her.

"Oh yeah, he found me, I was sat outside." She told him as she sat down and grabbed a mug of beer from a nearby table and she chugged the whole drink in one go.

"Are you alright Caverna, you look flustered." Hiccup asked, watching his sister as she put the mug back on the table.

"I'm fine Hiccup." She told him quickly as she picked up another mug.

"Take it easy Caverna." Hiccup laughed as he took a swig of his own mug.

"We saw Fishlegs go after you, did he upset you?" Stoick asked his voice suddenly hard and cold and he was obviously thinking of how to make Fishlegs pay for healing his precious daughter.

"No dad, he didn't do anything to upset me, he promised to love me forever." She told him, and seeing her smile brightly made Stoick smile at her.

"Well...Um...That's good." Stoick told her suddenly finding it hard with what to say.

The sight of her speechless father made Caverna giggle, before she finished the rest of her drink, just as Hiccup stood up.

"Come on little sister." He told her, holding his hand out to her, though he noticed the confused look his sister gave him. "We're going to dance."

Caverna's eyes suddenly lit up, she and Hiccup had been practicing a dance that commonly occurred on Berk, and Caverna ha found herself thoroughly enjoying it. The fact that her brother wanted to spend some time dancing with his sister excited her, since she had never actually done it before, so without a second thought, she took his hand and he pulled her over to where people were dancing.

As they got onto the dance floor, everyone moved to allow the chief's children access, and Hiccup looked at the musicians.

"Play, Valka's song."

At his words, the musicians looked at him, then Stoick then back to the young man, who simply nodded and the group started to play. As the music played, the two young siblings bowed to each other before they started to dance. As they danced, they looked at each other, never breaking contact, even when they felt hundreds of eyes on them. Everyone watched them with pride, especially a certain mountain of a man with a wild orange beard. Stoick watched his children and he felt his heart swell until it could hardly ever fit into his chest, he was proud that Hiccup had taught the dance to his sister and he was even prouder to be standing there and watching the pair of them dance. Meanwhile, in the crowd, Astrid was watching her boyfriend and her best friend as the dance ended and the two siblings bowed to each other and broke apart. As they broke apart, everyone clapped and cheered, causing the siblings to laugh at each other, before Astrid suddenly ran into Hiccup, hugging him and Fishlegs came up behind Caverna and slid his arms around her. As Caverna leant into the embrace of her boyfriend, she felt his lips graze her hair and it caused her to smile, before a suddenly cold burst of wind blew the doors of the Great Hall open, the fire pit going out as well as the many torches that lit the walls. The experience caused the children to scream and the mothers to bundle them close to the bosoms in hopes of protecting them from the cause.

"Move some tables against the door!" Stoick suddenly shouted and everyone watched as some burly looking Vikings pushed tables in front of the door, before Caverna and Hiccup heard their names being called and they dashed over to their father.

"What is it dad?" Hiccup asked.

"I ned you and the other dragon riders to round up the animals, this storm is sudden, it could have spooked them." Stoick told them.

Caverna and Hiccup nodded. "Yes dad." They told him, before they ran over to where the other teens were.

"What's going on?" Astrid asked as she saw them.

"Dad needs us to round up the animals." Caverna told them, pulling up her hood.

"Great...Uh...How do we do that?" Tuffnut asked, scratching his head, looking completely lost, which just made everyone else roll their eyes.

"With our dragons!" Hiccup told him, before he and the others called for their dragons.

When everyone was seated on their dragons, the doors were opened and Caverna pulled her mask over her face and they all flew out of the Great Hall. Hiccup and Caverna were in the lead, followed by Astrid, then Snotlout and the twins and then finally Meatlug. It didn't take them long to get to the pens that normally held the animals, but when they did, they found that it had been destroyed by the wind that kept threatening to push them all backwards.

"What do we do now?" Astrid shouted over the wind.

"We need to find them." Caverna called back.

"Yeah, good plan, except for one thing...No one can see!" Snotlout shouted over he sounded annoyed, though that was because he was missing out on a perfectly good mug of ale.

His reaction caused an eye roll from his cousin, before Caverna looked around her, then at Snowcap, before she patted her head.

"Give us some light, girl." Caverna encouraged her, and Snowcap let out a plasma blast, though this turned out to be a bad idea, when a figure suddenly swooped down and it's talons grabbed Caverna and Snowcap, crushing them together.

"Caverna!" Everyone suddenly cried, the dragons letting their own calls be heard, before Toothless and Stormfly suddenly bolted after the mysterious dragon. Toothless and Hiccup managed to get close enough to almost grab hold of Caverna and Snowcap, but they were forced to move away once more when the dragon went to hit them with their tail.

_"__Toothless, help me!" _

Hearing Snowcap cry out for him tore at his heart and Toothless pushed himself faster despite the heavy winds and the flurries of snow and ice freezing his tail, he quickly shook them off and continued his chase, Stormfly and Astrid at his side.

"Hiccup!" Caverna shouted, reaching as far as the dragon's tight grip on her would allow.

"I'm coming Caverna, just hold on!" Hiccup shouted back, an arm over his eyes to try and keep out the bits of ice and snow that he was getting assaulted with.

"Hiccup, I can't see anything!" Astrid suddenly shouted as they rode further and further after Snowcap and Caverna and their captor, though they all suddenly came to a stop as they soon found something that none of them expected, they were back at the Great Hall.

"Uh...When did we get back to the Great Hall?" Ruffnut asked.

"I have no idea...But there's no sign of Caverna, Snowcap or that mystery dragon." Hiccup told them, and he sounded riled up.

"You don't think she could be seriously hurt do you?" Fishlegs asked, suddenly sounding worried.

"Fishlegs, please, I don't want to think of that right now." Hiccup told him. "I need to find her."

"Actually, you don't." Snotlout told him, causing Hiccup to glare at him, before he saw that his cousin was pointing up and the group looked up to see Snowcap gliding down low and she soon landed in front of them, with Caverna lying on her back.

The minute that Snowcap landed, Caverna sat up and slid off of her dragon's back, yet she wasn't on her feet for long before Hiccup pulled her into a hug and Toothless bounded over to his mate as Stormfly ran over as well. Both of the dragons almost threw Snowcap to the floor as they nuzzled her and crooned in relief, and then the other dragons joined in, even Hookfang. The riders watched the dragons and they all laughed.

"Guys, let her breathe." Caverna told the dragons and they all got off of the Night Fury, except for Toothless who kept her pinned down and he was nuzzling her.

The sight of their dragons made Hiccup and Caverna laugh even more, before Hiccup started talking.

"Looks like he isn't going to let her go, just like I'm going to be doing the same to you." Hiccup told her, his arms wrapping tightly around his sister. "Did that thing hurt you?"

"Not really." Caverna shrugged. "It just carried us back here; Snowcap was the one who talked to it." She told them as they started to walk back up the hill to the doors of the Great Hall.

_"__You talked to it?"_ Toothless asked Snowcap, as he looked down at her from where she was pinned below him.

_"__Yes."_ She told him. _"He wanted to protect my rider and I."_

_"__He?" _Toothless asked, suddenly feeling a pang of jealousy, another male had caught his mate and taken her away and he had hardly kept up.

_"__Yes, he...What's the matter Toothy?"_ Snowcap asked him, looking up at him as best as she could.

_"__Nothing...I just don't like the thought of another male getting close to you." _Toothless told her, before he suddenly found himself under her.

"Don't be ridiculous." Snowcap told him. _"You're my mate, no one else."_ She licked his cheek. _"Now come on, cut it out and come into the big house with me." _She told him before she got up and bounded off ahead.

Despite his mate's assurance, Toothless' mind was in overdrive, he was jealous and he was worried. Snowcap was a beautiful, young female Night Fury, many dragons found her attractive and if he wasn't there, he was sure that they would all go for her. The fact that this mystery male dragon had saved her, worried him, what if he was too old for her and she preferred this saviour more? Well, Toothless couldn't let that happen...Could he?


	28. Snoggletog

A fierce banging sound started up on the roof of the Haddock house, it was so fierce, it caused both Hiccup and Caverna to sit bolt upright in their beds. However, by doing this, Hiccup gabbed his bed sheets whilst Caverna grabbed one of her swords, though they both relaxed at hearing Stoick's voice.

"Caverna, Hiccup, if you two don't stop them dragons from breaking the roof, you'll both be in trouble!"

His outburst caused the siblings to roll their eyes, and they both got up.

"We're on it!" They shouted back in unison, before they got dressed for the day ahead, then meeting each other on the other side of their bedroom doors, headed downstairs and out of the house together.

"Snowcap, come down." Caverna called up.

"You too bud." Hiccup called, and they watched as both Night Furies landed on the floor and made their ways over to their riders. Snowcap almost threw her head into her rider as she nuzzled her; whilst Toothless went one step further and pushed Hiccup into the snow, licking him.

"Ugh, Toothless!" Hiccup cried out, before he somehow managed to slide out of the reptile's grip and he wiped off the excess dragon saliva. "You know that doesn't wash out."

Meanwhile, Caverna was grinning like a Cheshire cat at her brother as she was enjoying a loving nuzzle from her dragon, before Snowcap lay down so that she could mount her saddle, and with a roll of his eyes, Hiccup and Toothless soon done the same. When both riders were comfortable, their dragons both shot off into the sky.

When they got a high as they could go without getting light headed, they soon heard a familiar squawk. The sound caused both riders to turn their heads and they found Lightning following them.

"He's meant to be with Heather." Hiccup told her.

"It's not my fault; I did look after him from an egg Hiccup." She reminded him as she lifted a hand up and Lightning flew above her nuzzling his head to her hand, before he moved to fly alongside her.

"I know." He raised his own hand up and Lightning flew over to him, nuzzling into his hand as well. "I'm sorry boy, I'll find Heather another dragon, I shouldn't have tried to force you away from my sister." Hiccup told him, smiling as Lightning nuzzled him again, before flying alongside them.

The siblings smiled at each other as they flew alongside each other, enjoying the silence and peace that came with their early morning flights with their dragons. After a while, they decided to land and they landed the dragons in Toothless' Cove, the siblings sitting on a group of rocks whilst the dragons drank from the water and lounged in the sun.

"Caverna, can I ask your opinion?" Hiccup asked her.

"Of course Hiccup, what's the matter?" Caverna asked him.

"Do you think that I would make a good husband?" He asked her.

The question caught his sister off guard and she looked at him. "Well, I think you would, but I don't see why you're asking me." She told him.

"Because, I'm thinking of asking Astrid to marry me." Hiccup told her, looking at the floor, so he didn't notice what his sister was doing, until he found himself on the floor, his sister hugging him tightly.

"Oh my gods, Hiccup that is amazing!" She smiled, looking at him. "When are you going to ask her?"

"Tonight...Now let me breathe, please." He choked out, sitting up to breathe as his sister got up.

The rest of them sat there with happy sitting there on the rock, the new information giving them both a giddy feeling. After a few minutes, Hiccup had showed his sister the ring that he had made in order to propose to Astrid. The ring was made of shining silver, with blue and yellow Deadly Nadder scales embedded over the top, with one overlapping the other as they formed a sort of chain.

"Oh Hiccup, it's gorgeous, she's going to love it." Caverna smiled, putting it back into the small box that he had produced it from and put it back into his pocket.

Hiccup smiled. "I hope she does like it." He couldn't stop smiling despite his doubts that what he had made wasn't good enough for his girlfriend.

Eventually they grew tired of staying in the cove, and they mounted the dragons, and flew back towards the village. When they got back, they found that everyone were busy with the last preparations for their annual holiday, Snoggletog. Hiccup smiled as he found Astrid decorating a wooden tree in the centre of the village with the help of her dragon Stormfly. She was so entranced in her work that she almost screamed when she felt arms around her, and she grabbed her axe, ready to hit Hiccup with it, before she put it down when she saw that it was him.

"Hiccup!" She shouted, suddenly punching him in the shoulder. "Don't do that!"

Hiccup laughed. "My apologise, m'lady." He kissed her lips gently, just as they heard a squawk and they pulled away to see that Lightning and Stormfly were now play fighting with each other as Caverna, Toothless and Snowcap looked on.

"I'm going to go and see Fishlegs, so I'll see you both at the Great Hall later." Caverna told them and she left the group.

Caverna walked around the entire village, but she couldn't find Fishlegs anywhere. She checked his house, but his parents hadn't seen him since he left after breakfast, she had checked all of their favourite hang outs, the dragon academy, the Great Hall, heck she's even checked Tuffnut's dark soggy alone place. But everywhere she looked, Fishlegs or Meatlug couldn't be seen. However, in reality, Fishlegs was in the Haddock house talking to the chief.

"You want to do what Fishlegs?" Stoick asked.

"Well Sir, I know that I can't actually marry your daughter, but...Well...Um...I want to have some form of relationship with her that means more than just boyfriend and girlfriend..."

"Say no more Fishlegs, but if you wish to marry my daughter, then you shall, but you will still have to pay a dowry of sorts." Stoick told the now very red faced boy.

Fishlegs nodded. "Don't worry Sir, I plan to." He nodded. "Thank you, Sir." Fishlegs bowed his head and left the house, finding Meatlug outside and Caverna now scratching the side of her face.

"Caverna!" Fishlegs froze in surprise.

"There you are Fishlegs, I've been looking everywhere for you."

"Oh...Um...Well...I uh can't stop...I've got things to do." Fishlegs told her, quickly walking away, surprised when she didn't question him but also slightly upset that he just left her stood there as Meatlug followed him.

Caverna watched him go, before she walked into the Haddock house. "Dad, I'm home." She smiled at seeing Stoick sat by the fire whittling what was taking the form of a duck.

Stoick looked over at his daughter and his eyes followed her as she walked into the kitchen, pulling her hood down and letting her thick dark hair fall down her back.

"Hello Caverna." He put his whittling down when he found that she was struggling to reach something on a shelf and he soon walked over and got the item for her. It turned out to be a small goblet, it used to be Valka's but Caverna had started to use it since she didn't have much to drink with her food and Stoick watched his daughter grab some bread and some cheese before she set that at the table and went back to pour herself a glass of water before she put that with her meal.

"Is that all your having?" Stoick asked.

"It's all I can make, without burning it." She told him as she started to eat.

Stoick sat across from her and he watched her, smiling softly to himself as he remembered the conversation that he had had with Fishlegs seconds before she came in and he smiled at how oblivious she seemed.

"What are you smirking about?"

In his almost blindness, Stoick hadn't noticed his daughter look up at him from her food and nor did he realise that he was smirking.

"Nothing, you just remind me so much of your mother, that's all." He smoothed the back of his left hand down her right cheek, watching as she leant into his hand. "Happy Snoggletog my daughter."

"Happy Snoggletog, my father." She told him with a smile, just as the door blew open and Hiccup walked in, shaking both snow from his hair and the chill of the sudden snow storm.

At seeing Hiccup come home, Stoick smiled, moving over to the fireplace and sitting down by the fire in his large armchair.

"Well, I think it's now time for presents." Stoick told them, watching as both of his children joined him as they sat on the bear skin rug in between Stoick and the fire, where Stoick reached under his chair and pulled out two wrapped packages, handing them to his children. "Caverna, you can unwrap yours first."

Caverna nodded and set about pulling the parchment off of the parcel, soon revealing a fur shawl and hood. "Oh my gods, dad this is amazing." She beamed as she looked at her brother. "Will you help me to put it on Hiccup?"

Hiccup nodded, smiling at his sister's excitement, before he kneel on his knees behind her and set to work attaching the fur shawl and hood to her outfit, before he pulled the hood up over her head along with her original one. Stoick smiled as he watched Caverna stand up and look in the mirror, her hair had swept itself forward so some locks went over her shoulders and the hood stayed in place on her head.

"You look beautiful Caverna." Hiccup smiled.

"Just like your mother." Stoick smiled, brushing a hand down Caverna's left cheek, before he pulled out a parcel for Hiccup.

Hiccup looked at him, before he tore through the paper that held the package, revealing a new thicker sketching pad and a large bit of silver. "Whoa, dad this is amazing." Hiccup smiled, before he looked at the two of them, Caverna still admiring her fur hood in the mirror and Stoick watching them both proudly.

"I've got some presents for you two too."Hiccup told them, and he removed a floorboard, and pulled out a small box which he handed to his sister, though he held a finger up asking her to wait, before she opened it, as he moved to a nearby cupboard pulled out a shield, which he handed to his father.

As Stoick saw the shield, he was taken aback, he knew that Hiccup was good at crafting things, but he didn't realise just how good. He admired the shield, it was large, with a picture of the Berk crest directly in the middle and in the background, there was dark and light green vines crossing over each other over and over again, with the edge decorated with steel studs. It was the perfect shield for a chief, but even now Hiccup was stood there awkwardly hoping his father liked his gift.

"Um, do you like it?" Hiccup asked, starting to shuffle in discomfort.

Stoick looked up at his son. "Hiccup, I love it." Stoick told him. "A finer shield has never been crafted."

Hiccup smiled brightly. "It goes well with the gift Caverna has for you." He told him.

"But we'll get to that, let's let Caverna open hers." They both looked at Caverna and they couldn't help but laugh, since Caverna was sat on the floor, cross-legged just staring at the still wrapped parcel that she had carefully placed on the floor.

"Okay Caverna, you can open it." Hiccup told her, moving to sit beside her.

Caverna lance dup at her brother, before she started to unwrap the present, soon coming down to a small box, though this time she looked up at her brother in confusion.

"Open the box." Hiccup told her.

Caverna looked back at the box and she pulled it open carefully, soon simply staring at the gift inside. Inside the box was a silver bangle, with her name inscribed into it along with an image of both a Deadly Nadder and a Night Fury.

"Oh Hiccup, it's beautiful." She told him, looking at him.

Hiccup smiled, pulling the bangle from the box and he held his other hand out for her wrist, and when he had it, he slid the bangle onto her wrist. He smiled even more when she suddenly sat up on her knees and hugged him, to which he hugged her back just as eagerly.

"I love it." She told him when they pulled away and she was able to look at him, before she made her way over to Stoick. "Look dad, it's so pretty." She held her wrist with the bangle out to him.

Stoick smiled at the sight of Caverna acting like a child, after all this was her first eve Snoggletog, she deserved to enjoy it. "It is beautiful; your brother certainly is skilled in the art of forgery."

Hiccup smiled in pride, before he looked at Caverna as she was suddenly on her feet. "It's my turn to give the presents now"

Both men looked at her expectantly, before she looked at Hiccup and pointed to the stairs. "It's on your bed, you need to put it on and come down here to show us, so hurry up." She told him, playfully pushing him towards the stairs.

Hiccup just laughed and he went upstairs to his room, though he didn't expect to see what was waiting for him. On his bed was his flight suit, neatly spread out on the bed with a note lying on top.

"To my big brother, Hiccup, I told you I'd finish it sooner or later. I hope you like it, love your little sister, Caverna." Hiccup read the note to himself and this only increased his smile, before he looked back at the suit. It was a plain black, just like his sister's only whilst hers held the Berk emblem on the top of her left arm, his was on the right hand side. Taking off his pants and fur coat, he got changed into the suit. Once he was fully changed, he looked into the mirror and smiled. Even he had to admit, the suit installed a new sense of confidence in him and it made him wonder what Astrid would think. However, his train of thought was soon broken as he heard his sister downstairs, telling him to hurry up, so he put on his boot and metal leg and walked back downstairs. When his father and sister saw him, Caverna looked smug since she had seen that her handiork suited her ig brother well, and Stoick looked taken aback.

"Hiccup, you look different." Stoick commented.

"Everyone will love it...Do you like it?" Caverna asked him. "I made it plain, with a few pockets on the arms in order to allow you to add your own personal touches." She explained, suddenly worried that a plain flight suit wasn't the best thing that she could have made for him.

"Caverna, I love it." Hiccup smiled. "And because it's plain, I can add my own personal touches to it, it's wonderful." Hiccup told her, seeing her smiled widely. "Now, don't you have a present for dad?"

Cavern suddenly realised that Stoick still hadn't gotten his own present and she nodded, running into her room and she came back holding something behind her back. As she got closer, Stoick got to his feet and he turned around to see the hammer that Caverna had been crafting for months being held out to him. It was mainly made out of steel with a wooden handle, but there was a silver design on it that only Caverna could make. The mere sight of it almost brought Stoick to tears.

"It's beautiful." He whispered. "What did I ever do to deserve two children as talented as the pair of you?" He put the hammer into his fighting hand and then picked up the shield with the other. "How do I look?"

"Like a Viking chief." The teens told him, laughing at their accidental synchronisation.

As it grew dark, Hiccup and Caverna went down to the stable to where they found Snowcap and Toothless curled up together, since neither of them had left for the egg-laying seaso, with their babies flying the nest not so long ago.

"Hey you two." Caverna smiled, and she knelt down by Snowcap as Toothless walked over to his rider and inspected his new suit, whilst Snowcap inspected her rider's new fur hood.

"What do you think bud?" Hiccup asked. "Caverna made it for me." Hiccup told him, turning in a circle so that Toothless could see the entire suit.

When Toothless gave his nod of approval, Snowcap and Toothless swapped places, now inspecting the opposing sibling's new garments. Eventually the dragons had given their approval to both siblings; they let them mount their backs. When they were both settled in their saddles, the dragons trotted out of the stables. Seeing the dark sky, they wandered down towards the Great Hall, walking up the steps, the dragons allowed them both to dismount, before they all walked into the Great Hall. Opening the door, they were hit by the blast of laughter, music and chatter, to toasts and already drunk Vikings – their cousin being one of them.

"Caverna, Hiccup, over here!" Snotlout slurred, gesturing for his two cousins to join him.

Hiccup gestured to show that he would join them soon, before he walked over to his father, whilst Caverna walked straight over with Snowcap following and she smiled at those at the table, Ruff, Tuff Astrid and her cousin, before she looked around for Fishlegs.

"He said he had something to do for his parents, he'll be along soon." Astrid told her, almost immediately realising what or rather, who she was looking for.

Caverna simply nodded and she looked at Ruffnut as she handed her a mug of mead and they all knocked their glasses together, well Snotlout tried but at the present moment he couldn't even see the floor through his drunkenness, and wished everyone a happy Snoggletog.

The evening wore on and Caverna started to worry when there still wasn't any sign of Fishlegs, but she didn't have long to dwell upon it as Stoick's voice was suddenly raised to ear splitting level.

"Alright, quiet down!" He boomed, the whole hall going silent instantly and looking at the chief. "My son has something he would like to do." He told them, patting a very nervous looking Hiccup on the shoulder, before he pushed him forward.

Caverna could tell that Hiccup's nerves were just about to fail him as he made his way over to the table where she and their friends were sat, before he walked over to Astrid and stood in front of him. Caverna almost laughed at how oblivious Astrid looked, until Hiccup got down on one knee in front of her and then the oblivious was replaced with a huge smile.

"Astrid Hofferson, we've known each other our whole lives, and I've been in love with you for most of it. So because I love you that much, I think that it would be an honour if you would consider becoming my wife." Hiccup told her, his voice suddenly holding no nervousness and only clear love for Astrid as he looked up at her and held out an open ring box, the ring glinting in the firelight.

Astrid seemed to have frozen as she sat there, before she suddenly gave an answer which had most of the table jumping out of their skin. "Yes!" She screamed, suddenly throwing herself upon Hiccup, hugging him so tight he couldn't breathe. "Of course I'll marry you!"

Hiccup choked out a laugh and a smile, before Astrid sat up slightly and he slid the ring onto her finger, before they shared a loving and passionate kiss.

As their kiss grew in passion, Astrid pulled away and she helped Hiccup to stand before she almost dragged him from the Great Hall, leaving a few smiling and laughing Vikings in their wake, although no one laughed louder than Caverna and Ruffnut. When everyone finally calmed down, Ruffnut jumped up and dragged Caverna up to dance. It soon came to early in the morning and there was still no sign of Fishlegs, but by now, Caverna had stopped looking, in fact she was a little bit drunk...Okay seriously drunk and it was obvious. Snowcap lay down at the base of the table with Toothless, he had been watching her rider and se was worried, she hadn't seen hr rider drink so much. However, the only reason that she drank so much was because Snotlout had dared her to participate in a drinking challenge and so far, he had only drank around ten mugs of ale, whilst Caverna was on mug number fifteen and she was still standing tall. Snotlout had collapsed into a chair after mug number seven. It didn't take long until Snotlout passed out, mug number eleven ending up al down his front and onto the floor, whilst Caverna simply watched him, only swaying slightly, as Ruffnut and Tuffnut declared her champion. And then she ran from the Hall and was soon found by Snowcap, who had followed thinking that her rider had been wounded, vomiting into a bush. When her rider had finished vomiting, Snowcap put her onto her back so that she could lie down, and she carried her off back towards her house, getting her into her room and up to bed, where in her now half conscious state, she helped her rider to take off her clothes so that she was only in her panties and breast bands and she tucked her rider into bed, watching her quickly fall asleep. Caverna would have one hell of a headache in the morning and it was likely that she wouldn't be the only one.


	29. Apologies and Romance

Caverna groaned as she sat up the next morning, and she was suddenly hit by blinding sunlight. Rubbing her eyes she got out of bed and caught sight of herself in the mirror – she looked a mess! It wasn't just a normal mess, but a terrible mess, her usually calm hair was standing up at odd angles like a lion's mane and her skin was pale and clammy. Her skin caused some confusion, she'd never felt better, well except for a sudden blinding headache, but she certainly didn't feel ill. Then she realised what she was wearing – her underclothes! Dashing around her room, she pulled on a clean shirt and leggings, before pulling on the pants to her flight suit and she managed to pull her tangled hair back into a braid, with the help of a good comb and strong leather band. When she reached the bottom of the stairs, she found Gobber and Stoick sat at the table and she pushed some bangs from her face and got herself some breakfast, before she joined them.

"Well, well, well, if it isn't the one with the serious ability to drink?" Gobber asked her, trying to hide a smile.

"What?" Caverna asked.

"You and Snotlout had a drinkin' competition last night." Stoick informed her, though he sounded angry, his eyes betrayed his pride, it was about time someone other than Astrid beat his nephew at something.

"Oh...That I don't remember..." Caverna told them, eating tiny amounts of porridge as she looked around for two people in particular. "Where's, Hiccup and Astrid?"

As if on que, there were sounds of thudding coming from upstairs, and recognising the sound made all of them grimace.

"Well, Um..I'm...Uh...Going to go do chief things." Stoick told them, excusing himself from the table and then the hut, with Gobber following. Only Caverna was left and she finished her breakfast as quickly as possible, before she quickly went back to her room to get her jacket and then she too left the house.

Caverna wandered down the hill and into the village square, where she found her cousin and the twins, thankfully her cousin looked worse than she did.

"Morning." She mumbled, the twins looking at her with some new found respect.

"Good morning to you too champion!" Tuffnut shouted.

"Tuff, if you shout one more time, I will rip your head clean off." Caverna warned him, causing the twin to shut his mouth tightly, whatever else he was about to say now forgotten and Caverna sat down on the floor next to her cousin.

"You know cuz, you can certainly hold your ale." Snotlout told her, patting her on the shoulder.

Caverna simply gave him a weak smile, before she moved to lie back on the grass and close her eyes, Snotlout and the twins soon doing the same thing. They didn't know how long the group remained like that, until they heard quick yet heavy footsteps coming towards them. Opening her eyes, Caverna soon found out how much of a mistake that was since the sun was now directly overhead and she groaned shielding her eyes with her arms as best as she could.

"Caverna, there you are." The voice obviously came from Fishlegs who had stopped just in front of her feet and he was out of breath.

"Yep, here I am." She told him, sitting up and looking at him.

Fishlegs stopped for a second at seeing the unimpressed look on her face before he decided to start speaking.

"Do you uh...Wanna um...Go flying with me?" Fishlegs asked her, he mentally cursed his stutter, though internally he blamed her eyes, they were a rich hazel and just as beautiful as her face.

Caverna raised an eyebrow at him, before Ruffnut, Tuffnut and Snotlout started to laugh.

"Are you kidding Fish?" Snotlout asked. "Snowcap would run circles around Meatlug before Meatlug has even opened an eye."

At seeing how upset Fishlegs was, since he had obviously seen this as a good idea, and truthfully so had Caverna, she suddenly delivered a right hook to her cousin's face, smiling as he cried out in pain.

"What the hell Caverna?" Snotlout asked. "God she punches just like Astrid."

"Don't you ever make fun of him Snotlout, just because Fishlegs has more romance going through his head than you have ale in your gullet!" She warned him before she stood up and looked at Fishlegs. "Of course I'll go flying with you, just let me go back to the house and get Snowcap."

At Fishleg's nod, she grabbed his hand and half ran with him and half dragged him up to the chief's house and then round to the stables where Toothless and Snowcap were lounging with Lightning and Stormfly in the sun.

"Well, scratch that idea...Do you think Meatlug could carry us both?" Caverna asked, looking from the sleeping dragons to Fishlegs who by now had Meatlug beside him.

"What do you think girl, do you think you can carry Caverna and me together?" Fishlegs asked the Gronkle who simply looked at them and nodded. "There's your answer." Fishlegs told her as he got onto his dragons back before he offered his hand to Caverna and helped her up onto Meatlug's back behind him when she took it. Fishlegs blushed as he felt Caverna wrap her arms around his midriff from behind as he got Meatlug to fly off, away from Berk. Eventually they came to an island and Meatlug hovered around, as if she was looking for something, and this sparked Caverna's interest.

"What is se looking for?"

"She's looking for the spot I'm taking you to, now close your eyes." Fishlegs told her when Meatlug started moving again, only this time it was towards the ground.

Caverna was confused, but she had done as he asked and closed her eyes, not even opening them when she felt the soft jolt as Meatlug landing on the floor. As he dismounted, Fishlegs looked back at her and he smiled softy at seeing how happy she looked just sat there, her hands resting on the edge of the saddle, her eyes closed, her hair windswept against her face. She looked like a goddess.

"Okay, keep your eyes closed, I'll help you down." Fishlegs told her as he put his hands on her waist and helped her off of his dragon's back, onto the floor, and then moving to take a hand he led her forward a few steps.

When they came to a stop, only then did Caverna listened intently to what was around her to try and work out where they were. However, all she could hear was a few birds calling through the air, the sounds of Meatlug shuffling some rocks around, as well as the sound of a breeze.

"Okay, you can open your eyes now." Fishlegs whispered into her ear, making her shiver slightly and as she opened her eyes, she was shocked into silence.

Before her eyes, was the most beautiful scene that she had ever seen before. It turned out they had landed on the edge of a cliff, looking out of the edge of the cliff, they were met by green hills, clear blue sky, birds flying overhead and a waterfall just off in the distance. There was also a light breeze blowing past them, the ground was covered with grass and small rocks which had obviously been moved out of the way by Meatlug, and on the floor was a fur rug and plates of food.

"Oh Fishlegs, is this all for us?" She asked him, looking back at him.

Fishlegs nodded. "Yes, it's all for us." He told her with a blush and he took her hand, leading her over to the rug and he sat down with her. As she sat down, she picked up an apple and took a bite from it as Fishlegs handed her a mug and she looked at it, noticing that it wasn't their usual glass of mead.

"What's this, Fishlegs?"

"Something I got from Trader John the last time he was here, it's called Wine." Fishlegs told her. "Apparently foreign lands drink it with their meals instead of mead."

"Oh..." She looked at him as she raised the glass to her lips and she took a careful sip and she noticed him doing the same thing. "It actually doesn't taste that bad." She laughed.

"No, it doesn't." He laughed, taking another sip.

A few mugs of win and a few good bouts of laughter later, Caverna and Fishlegs were still sat on the cliff, well, Fishlegs was sat, and Caverna was lying down on the rug, her head in her boyfriend's lap.

"What was all of this for Fishlegs?" She asked, looking up at him.

Fishlegs looked down at her a he stroked her hair. "Because...I...Um...Well I had two reasons for doing this, really..."

"Then what was your first reason?" She asked him.

"Because I wasn't at the Snoggletog festival last night and I wanted to make it up to you." He told her, soon going shy.

"Okay, well I forgive you for that, so what was your second reason?" She asked him.

"And because I...um...wanted to show you that I love you, through a romantic notion." He told her, his cheeks bright red in embarrassment.

She looked up at him and smiled softly. "Awe Fishlegs, you did wonderfully, don't look so nervous." She smiled moving to sit up and she pressed a kiss to his cheek, though he moved and it ended up with their lips meeting. At the feel of her lips, Fishlegs moved a hand into her hair, pulling her closer as his other hand found her waist. At feeling him pull at her waist, Caverna slid her arms around his neck and she pressed herself against him, her eyes closing in content at their kiss.

Meanwhile, back on Berk, Astrid and Hiccup had finally left the Haddock household, despite it being the middle of the day by now, and they soon found Snowcap, Toothless, Lightning and Stormfly outside.

"Hey guys." Hiccup smiled, stroking Toothless and Snowcap as Astrid done the same t the two Deadly Nadders.

As Hiccup and Astrid mounted their dragons, Lightning and Snowcap got up, both of them looking around for Caverna almost expecting her to be there.

"Sorry guys, we don't know where my sister is." Hiccup told him. "But she can't have gone far, come on, let's find her and the guys." He got Toothless into the air with Snowcap following closely on one side and Astrid on the other side as she rode Stormfly, and Lightning beside her. It didn't take them long to find Snotlout and the twins, but both of them were surprised when they didn't see Caverna or Fishlegs with them.

"Hey guys, where's Caverna, or Fishlegs?" Astrid asked them, however Snotlout and the twins simply shrugged.

"No idea, Caverna was with us this morning, but then Fishlegs found us an told her that he had a surprise for her and then they left." Snotlout explained.

"That's weird; she would have taken Snowcap or Lightning with her anyway." Hiccup pondered.

At hearing that no one knew where her mistress was, Snowcap gave off a soft whine of both worry and sadness, causing everyone to look at her and for the dragons to nuzzle her, aiming to sooth but not helping much.

"She'll be alright Snowcap." Astrid assured getting off of Stormfly's back and walking to kneel alongside the smaller Night Fury, stroking her scales. "She's safe with Fishlegs and Meatlug remember?"

Snowcap looked at the blonde Viking beside her before she nodded her head trying more to tell herself the same thing but it obviously wasn't making her feel any better, she just wished that she knew where her mistress was so that she knew that she was 100% safe.

However, back on the cliff edge, things had heated up between Fishlegs and Caverna, with Caverna pressed against the rug with Fishlegs looming over her, his knees either side of her waist. One hand beside her head and the other moving through her hair, as one of her hands held his shoulder and the other was almost stuck in his hair. Their lips were fused together and neither of them opened their eyes, which proved to certainly be making Fishlegs more and more bold with his movements as he moved the hand that was in her hair down her body then moving to her jacket and he undone it, before he moved a hand into her shirt. However, at feeling his touch on her skin, Caverna suddenly tensed up and she pushed him away, causing him to look at her sheepishly.

"I'm sorry, I'm really sorry." Fishlegs told her weakly, his breathing laboured due to the intense kiss.

"No...It's alright...It wasn't you." She told him, standing up and fixing her clothing and her hair. "Come on, let's pack all of this up so that we can go home."

Fishlegs simply nodded, but he remained sat there as Caverna started to tidy up and only when she was only needing to pick up the fur throw did he finally get up and help, putting the rug into his saddlebag for her. Without questioning him, she watched him get onto Meatlug's back and she soon joined him, sitting behind him and she slid her arms around him as he got Meatlug to fly them home.


	30. Time of Surprises

Fishlegs flew Meatlug to land outside of Caverna's home and as she dismounted both of them suddenly felt rather awkward. Neither of them had spoken for the whole journey home and right now, Meatlug was actually starting to worry.

"Well...I'll...uh...see you around?" Caverna asked, she didn't know what to say to him anymore, especially after what happened.

"Yeah sure...Well, good night, Caverna." Fishlegs told her, about to dismount his dragon to give her a good night kiss, but instead he refrained from it.

"Yes...Good night." She gave him a small smile before she went inside and was met by the sight of Hiccup, Stoick, Gobber, Mrs Hofferson and Astrid sitting in front of the fire.

"There you are, where have you been?"

The question came from Stoick who had risen from his chair as he heard the door open and he was now looking at his daughter.

"I was off the island with Fishlegs." Caverna shrugged. "What's the matter?"

"Caverna, sit down, there is something I wish to discuss with you." Stoick told her.

Caverna raised an eyebrow, as she pulled her hood down and she sat on the only available item, which was the rug in front of the fire. "If you need to talk to me, why are Astrid, Hiccup and Gobber here?" She looked at the said people. "No offence."

"None taken." The three chorused.

"Because, in a way, it involves them too." Stoick told her, before he also started to address the others. "Now, I was approached today by Mrs Hofferson and a few other ladies of the tribe, and they all observed your behaviour yesterday Caverna."

"What behaviour, I was well presented, wasn't I?" Caverna asked, suddenly not liking where this was going and this showed in how she looked at Mrs Hofferson.

Stoick could see that his daughter didn't like the conversation so far, and in truth he couldn't blame her, but he needed to tell her what was what. "And they told me that a girl such as your status shouldn't act in the way that you do."

"So, what would they know?" Caverna asked.

"Let me finish." Stoick warned her. "So they had offered to take you under their wing in the upcoming month until Astrid and Hiccup's wedding, to show you how to be a proper lady."

"What!" Caverna suddenly felt outraged, how dare people judge her. "But no one else has a problem with it; I've acted the same as I always have."

"That was before you had a proper life, you've been influenced by men, it's for you're own good that you learn how to do things that other women do." Stick told her. "And anyway, Astrid will be going through it too."

"I still don't see the point, as far as the law goes, I can't marry and I can already sew, what else do I need?" Caverna told them.

"You still need to be able to cook your husband a meal." Mrs Hofferson told her. "And know how to raise children as well as how to provide for your husband in the bedroom department." She continued, ignoring the looks of discomfort she got from Astrid, Caverna, Hiccup, Stoick and even Gobber in the process. "Finally, you need to know how to dress and act like a chief's daughter."

The more she spoke, the more angered Caverna got, after all, they all talked of her getting married when they knew that it was never going to happen and that fact upset her enough than having it pulled out in front of everyone all the time so instead Caverna stood up and walked away from the fire.

"Where are you going?" Stoick asked her.

"To my room, it has been a long day and I'm tired." She told him. "I appreciate your concern about how I act Mrs Hofferson but I would prefer it if you stopped prying your way into my business. I am fine the way that I am, as rogue as the law allows and people seem to like that. So like I said, keep out of my business and I'm going to bed, good night all." She told them, walking upstairs and they all heard the slam of her bedroom door and the thud of something heavy going against it – probably Snowcap.

Everyone watched Caverna leave before only Hiccup was the one to speak as he petted Toothless who had come in and rested his head on his rider's lap.

"Well, that went well." He told the group.

"That was a disaster Hiccup; she needs to know how to act like a proper lady." Mrs Hofferson told him, before she looked at Stoick. "May I go and speak to her chief?" She asked.

"If you don't mind having a dragon set on you." Stoick told her, initially he wasn't sure about giving his daughter etiquette lessons, after all he hadn't minded how she acted, and after seeing how Caverna had acted he was even less sure that it was a good idea.

Mrs Hofferson simply nodded and stood up, walking up the stairs and towards Caverna's room.

"God your mother is persistent." Hiccup groaned. "Caverna is going to tear her a new one."

"Yeah I know, I'm sorry about that." Astrid sighed, snuggling up to her fiancé. "But I hope Caverna does, it will serve my mother right for interfering."

Meanwhile, up in Caverna's room, she was sat on her windowsill, doodling on some paper that she had found on her desk as Snowcap lounged in front of the door, her head on her paws watching her. Neither dragon nor rider paid attention to the sound of footsteps coming up the stairs until Snowcap growled at a sudden pounding on the door.

"Snowcap, easy." Caverna told her and she got up off the windowsill, putting her doodles on the bed before she walked over to the door, unlocking it.

However no soon had she unlocked it, did the door suddenly swing open and Mrs Hofferson walked into the room, looking around in almost distaste.

"Yeah sure, come right in." Caverna told her, her voice layered with sarcasm, before she moved so sit on her bed, going back to her doodles. "If all you've come to do is look at my room, then please feel free to leave and don't let the door hit you were the good lord Odin split you."

"How dare you speak to me like that?" Mrs Hofferson suddenly shouted, causing a growl to come from Snowcap.

"I can speak to you how I wish." Caverna told her, not even bothering to look at her. "This is not your home, but mine alongside my brother and father." She still wasn't looking at her, more on her doodles, which no longer looked like doodles, but pictures of her friend's faces.

"This is the reason why you will never marry; you act nothing like a lady." Mrs Hofferson hissed.

"No, the reason why I can't marry is because I'm barren; we all know that, so get out." Caverna told her, trying to contain the hatred that she felt for the older woman.

"And the cause was your own doing, if you behaved properly, no one would have had to punish you so severely."

This time Caverna snapped and with a battle cry, she threw herself at the woman, a dagger pressed to her neck. "Get out of this room and this house before I do something that will really make a mess." She sneered, as she got up, the woman stood up before she left the room, and Caverna stood at the top of the stairs.

When Astrid saw the pale and scared look on her mother's face she stood up so fast the stool that she was sitting on fell over.

"Mother, are you alright, what's the matter?" Astrid asked her.

"That thing upstairs!" Mrs Hofferson suddenly shrieked. "She wants people to be sorry for her and not let her face the facts that she needs to start acting like a proper girl or she will never-"She suddenly stopped talking just as a dagger slid past a millimetre away from her face and everyone turned around to see Caverna stood at the bottom of the stairs preparing to throw another dagger.

"Caverna, what the hell?" Hiccup cried out, getting to his feet.

"I told her to get out, I thought a woman who lets her mouth run that fast could move her legs that fast as well." Caverna told her, the way in which she spoke had even Stoick wincing. Her voice was as cold as ice and as hard as stone, terrifying to anyone, and as her hand tightened on her knife, Mrs Hofferson left the house as fast as she could. Seeming happy that she was gone, Caverna put her dagger, that she was holding, back into her suit, before she retrieved the other one from inside the doorframe where it had become lodged and she put that one back as well, before she avoided everyone and went back up to her room. When she was safe in her room, Caverna slammed and locked the door before she threw herself onto her bed and buried her face into a pillow screaming into it. However, everyone downstairs heard Caverna and Stoick looked up worried.

"You all stay down here; I'll go and check on her." Stoick told them and he walked upstairs.

Hiccup watched his dad go and noticed that Gobber and Astrid were giving him confused looks, to which he just shrugged. "He's trying to be more attentive to her, he's been like this since her breakdown."

Everyone shuddered at the memory of how Caverna came back in Stoick's arms, al of them didn't want to admit it but they thought that she was actually dead.

Meanwhile, in Caverna's room, Stoick knocked on the door, and was trying to get her daughter to let him in but she just kept telling him to go away, which in the end had Snowcap flick the lock with her tail to let Stoick in. When he entered the room, Stoick found Caverna face down in her pillow, still heavily armed and in her suit and he sighed.

"Caverna, talk to me." Stoick told her.

"What is there to talk about?" It came out muffled because of the pillow but Stoick still heard her.

"What made you nearly embed a dagger into Mrs Hofferson?" Stoick asked her.

"She said that what happened to me was my own fault, tat because of how I act, it was my punishment." She told him as she sat back on her knees, not looking at him but she could almost sense that her father was fuming. "But no one realises, my attitude is because of what happened to me, what I've got now is the best it's going to get for me, I don't want to waste it."

"What happened to you wasn't your fault." Stoick told her, the minute that she had stopped talking. "You are too sweet and good for this to be your fault." Stoick told her, resting a hand on each of her shoulders. "Everyone loves you just the way you are." Stoick whispered to her. "And don't you ever forget that."

Caverna smiled, leaning into her father's large burly chest. "Thanks dad." She whispered, closing her eyes as she leant against him, feeling safe. After a while, Stoick noticed that she had fallen asleep, and he carefully removed her jacket and the pants of her suit, he knew Caverna always wore a pair of clothes underneath her flight suit like she had tol Hiccup to, and he put the clothes on the edge of her bed, before he tucked her in, kissing her head.

"Good night, my perfect daughter." He told her in a whisper, before he left the room and made his way downstairs to find Gobber sitting alone by the fire after Hiccup and Astrid had gone up to bed not long before. As they sat together, the men talked about what had caused Caverna to almost kill Mrs Hofferson and Gobber made the announcement that he would have let her, before the old blacksmith left the Haddock house for the night and Stoick went to bed, thinking about the earlier events.

Weeks seemed to go by after the incident and neither Caverna nor Mrs Hofferson spoke to one another. However, now Astrid didn't speak to her mother earlier, after it took a lot of convincing but Astrid somehow managed to get the information what had happened out of her best friend, and to say she wasn't happy was putting it mildly. Astrid nearly beheaded the older Viking, until both Hiccup and Caverna jumped on her and pinned her down, with Hiccup successfully taking her axe away. So now, Astrid was going through lessons in order to prepare her to be a good wife, but they were being taught to her by Mrs Ingerman, Fishleg's mother instead. Also, Caverna had been taking some lessons too, though it was only one, she had two teachers, her lesson was cooking. She was being taught at home by helping Hiccup when he was preparing meals for their family and Gobber and Astrid when they were over, and she was also being helped by Mrs Ingerman, since Caverna found herself spendin more and more time at Fishleg's place. However, today wasn't one of those days, instead she was spending time with her brother and Astrid at home, the men were due to leave for a one week trip to another land and Caverna and Astrid were spending as much time with Hiccup as possible.

"I'm surprised you aren't with Fishlegs today." Hiccup told his sister as he packed his saddlebags and she sat on the windowsill.

"I spent all day with him yesterday; he knew I was spending you last day before this stupid trip with you." Caverna shrugged.

Hiccup shrugged. "If that's what you want." He told her, just as Stoick walked into the room.

"It's time Hiccup, are you ready?"

"Yeah, I'm ready dad." He picked up his saddlebags with one hand and the other found Astrid's waist, pulling her close. "Come here you, you've been awfully quiet m'lady."

"Oh, have I?" She asked, suddenly seeming oblivious. "I'm sorry, I was just thinking..."

"Of what?" Hiccup asked, and he could tell that Astrid's next answer wasn't truthful.

"Of how much I'm going to miss you." She told him, kissing his lips, before she moved away to go outside and find Stormfly.

As they got outside, Hiccup looked back at Caverna who looked just as confused by Astrid's behaviour as he did, and she simply gave him a shrug before she walked over to her dragon and climbed onto Snowcap's back as Hiccup mounted Toothless. The group followed their chief to the village square, where Astrid and Caverna dismounted and Caverna walked over to where Fishlegs stood with his mother and father. At seeing her, all clad over in leather and weaponry, they stepped aside, giving her a welcoming smile, which Caverna returned all too happily before she looked at Fishlegs.

"Be careful?" She asked him.

"Of course I will." Fishlegs told her.

"Come back to me with no missing limbs, not even so much as a bruise or a hair out of place?" She asked him, not noticing that with every word they shared, the two had moved closer until their arms were around each other.

"I promise." Fishlegs whispered, their noses touching since they were that close.

At her smile, he closed the gap and he pressed his lips to hers, kissing her softly, his grip on her waist pulling her into him as both of their eyes closed. Yet, their kiss didn't last for as long as they wanted before they heard a gruff cough and found that everyone in the village was staring at them, causing Fishlegs to blush and Caverna to role her eyes.

"Now that that has...Well, um, finished..." Stoick started. "In the absence of my son and I, I put my daughter Caverna in charge, she will be chieftain until we return, and she will be overseeing the wedding preparations." At seeing his daughter's worried look, he smiled softly. "Don't worry, the directions are all written down on my desk."

Caverna nodded, breathing a sigh of relief that everything had been simplified for her and she walked to her father. "Safe journey." She looked around at all of the people who were going, which was basically all of the men who could fly on a dragon; Tuffnut had even been allowed to ride Lightning so that it was easier.

"Bring my boy back in one piece, Tuff, or I might just have to dismember you." Caverna told him, stroking Lightning's face before they flew off with Tuffnut giving her a nervous laugh.

Hiccup and Toothless were the last to leave since Toothless and Snowcap hadn't finished saying their goodbyes to one another.

"_Promise me you will come back unharmed, and bring your rider back in the same condition. I could not bear to see my rider so upset."_ Snowcap told him.

"_Of course I will, now you look after yourself and your rider too, and our friends, if you can."_

_"__Of course."_ Snowcap smiled, before she nuzzled Toothless and gave him a small yet loving lick to the snout. _"Goodbye my love be safe."_

_"__Always, goodbye Snow, and don't worry, I'll be back before you know it." _Toothless promised her as he soon flew off after them leaving heard, though he soon saw a flash of blue and yellow and realised that Stormfly had flown after them, but where she ended up made him smile. In mid air, Stormfly was hovering in front of Lightning who had halted despite Tuffnut's attempts to keep him flying.

_"__I'm sorry, this is rushed and I don't really know how to say this..." _Stormfly squawked at the purple Nadder in front of her.

"_Then slow it down."_ Lightning told her. "_Or do you want me to say it first?"_

_"__You say it first."_ She told him. _"Since you already know what I want to say."_

_"__I'll be fine Stormfly, I'll look after your friends and their riders, you have my word." _At seeing that she was about to interrupt him, he stopped her with a quick squawk. "_And I love you too._"

At first Stormfly was put off with being shushed, but the moment that he said he loved her, she flew into him and nuzzled him, nipping his horns.

"Ugh, okay this is really uncomfortable." Tuffnut shouted out. "Uh, break it up."

Lightning rolled his eyes at the human riding on his back before he looked at Stormfly. "_Look after yourself and our friends, I'll be back soon." _With that, he flew off to fly alongside Toothless as Stormfly flew back to Berk and landed beside Astrid.

As the party flew off into the distance, Astrid, Caverna and Ruffnut all sat on some rocks watching the ocean.

"Do you think Lightning will keep Tuffnut on his back?" Ruffnut asked.

"Not a chance." Astrid laughed, before she looked at Caverna. "Will he Caverna?"

"It depends on how Tuffnut handles him, but no, he won't last long." Caverna told them.

The rest of their day ended in laughter and amusement, as Caverna and Astrid returned home for the night from dinner in the Great Hall and a day of both of them having lessons and preparing things for the wedding, both of the girls were too tired to do anything but sleep.

"Good night Astrid." Caverna told her as she stood at the door to her room.

"Good night Caverna." Astrid smiled, before she walked into her room, where she found Stormfly lying on Toothless' bed. "Hey girl." She walked over to gently stroke her Nadder, who opened a beady eye when she heard the door open and she clucked a good night to her. "Good night to you too girl." Astrid smiled, walking back towards the bed, though she was stopped at feeling Stormfly's tail pull her back.

"Stormfly, I've got t go to bed, what's the matter?" Astrid asked, turning around to look at the Deadly Nadder.

Stormfly didn't give any answers to her, but instead she pulled her close and nuzzled her beak against her stomach to which Astrid sighed.

"No Stormfly, I haven't told anyone but Hiccup yet." Astrid told her.

Stormfly cocked her head to the side and gestured over towards the door with her rather large, scaly head.

Astrid sighed. "I promise I'll tell Caverna tomorrow, but right now, can you let me get some sleep?"

This seemed to be enough for the Nadder, and she let go of Astrid and allowed her to get changed into a night dress and into bed, before the dragon wandered over and using her beak, pulled the covers over her rider, making Astrid smiled.

"Thanks girl." Astrid smiled, before she blew out the candle and settled down, falling asleep to the sounds of the wind and Stormfly getting comfortable on the rock bed.

The next morning, Astrid was woken up to a wonderful smell coming from downstairs, and she slid out of bed, getting changed as quick as she could before she noticed that Stormfly wasn't in the room. However, she thought nothing of it as she walked downstairs to where she could smell something delicious, only to find Caverna wearing the pants of her flight suit and her green jumper, though her flight jacket was sitting on the back of a chair ready to go, as were her swords, and sitting in front of a pot on the stove.

"Good morning." Astrid smiled.

"Good morning Astrid." Caverna smiled, standing up.

"What smells so good?" Astrid asked, sitting at the table as Caverna picked up a ladle and two bowls before she went back to the stove.

"Breakfast, Hiccup showed me how to make it, I think he called it porridge or something like that." Caverna told her, using the ladle to fill the two bowls that she had with a thick white substance.

"Um...Okay..." Astrid didn't seem to sure about Caverna's cooking as Hiccup had been before he left, but she was starving, so the minute Caverna put a bowl in front of her, she picked up her spoon and dug in happily. Surprisingly, it tasted rather good, it had a sweet taste to it and Astrid liked that.

At seeing her soon to be sister-in-law sitting across from her with her own bowl, Astrid decided that now was as good of a time as ever to tell her what she had promised Stormfly she would.

"Um Caverna, I need to tell you something." Astrid told her.

"What is it?" Caverna asked looking up from her bowl at her.

"Well um...You know how Hiccup and I have been...well..." She was struggling to find the right words, but she knew that Caverna knew what she was on about, after all she slept in the next room, it was impossible not to.

"Intimate, fucking each other, sexual?" Caverna eventually offered her face emotionless as she looked at Astrid, whilst Astrid was possibly dying of embarrassment.

"Yeah, let's use those words." Astrid sighed. "Well...Um...You see, something's happened and uh..."

"You're pregnant?"

The words stunned Astrid, despite the fact that that was what she had wanted to tell her soon to be sister-in-law, she was surprised that Caverna knew.

"How did you-?"

"I heard you being sick most mornings, today was obviously a good morning." Caverna shrugged. "Everyone forgets that I get up at the crack of dawn to sort out my weapons."

"You're taking it rather well." Astrid told her.

"How exactly do you want me to take it?" Caverna told her. "I can't have kids of my own, and I've accepted that, so why would I be annoyed that my brother can?"

"I don't know...I just thought that you would have been...I don't know...disappointed?"

"Astrid, I'm happy for you, I really am, I'm looking forward to being an Aunt, I just might end up sleeping with the dragons so that I don't get kept up by both you and Hiccup and the baby too." She told her, before they both burst out laughing. "Now come on, let's finish up and go and sort the village out." Caverna told her as she stood up and finished getting dressed. When both of them were ready, they both headed out of the house and towards the stables where they found Snowcap and Stormfly eating baskets of fish each.

"Let's go." Astrid told them and they all walked down to the main hall together, neither of them looking forward to a day of work, but it had to be done.


	31. Marriage Vows

Overall, Caverna had done well as acting chieftain, so much that even Mildew and Gothi were surprised. She was severe at times, but that was expected, no one listened to a girl of eighteen when she was trying to run a village, unless you were a girl of eighteen who had a Night Fury at her side almost twenty-four seven. The wedding preparations had gone swimmingly, with everything being finished ahead of schedule, so now all they had to do was decorate and set out the feast. By the time the week was up, the guests from foreign tribes were arriving, all eager to pitch in and help as well as to meet the 'daughter of Stoick the Vast' or as some people pointed out, 'the Leather Viking'. At this moment, Caverna was in the Great Hall talking to leaders of other tribes, about herself, since everyone was rather curious about her, though it all stopped as the doors suddenly swung open and in the doorway stood a man that Caverna knew all too well – Dagur the Deranged.

"Ah, Caverna you look more beautiful each time I see you." He exclaimed walking over to her, sickeningly large smile plastered on his face.

"Your flattery gets you very little, Dagur." Caverna told him as she slid off of Snowcap's back, since that was where she had been sitting whilst she spoke to the other tribe leaders. The minute that she was on her feet, Dagur grabbed her hand and kissed it, which was enough for Caverna to pull her hand away in quick succession.

"I am glad that you could all make it to my brother's wedding, I am sure that he will also be glad of it."

"It is a pleasure to be here to celebrate it, marriage is a big step for anybody." A woman told her. She was the typical Viking woman, but her breasts were large, which Caverna thought apt since she was known as: 'Big Boobied Bertha.'

Just as Caverna was about to talk again, the door suddenly flung open and Caverna groaned.

"Will whoever it is stop doing that, you're letting the heat o- Oh hey Astrid." Caverna smiled at seeing her friend.

"Caverna, they're back!" Astrid suddenly shouted, after she caught her breath.

"Who?" Caverna asked her.

"Stoick, Hiccup and everyone." Astrid laughed. "Come on!"

Caverna's face broke into a large smile before she looked back at the other tribe leaders. "Um, if you could excuse me, Chief Stoick should be up here shortly, but I've really got to go." As she spoke, she jumped onto Snowcap's back, and after wrapping the reigns around her wrists she gave her dragon a tug and the dragon suddenly shot out of the Great Hall though Caverna managed to reach down and drag Astrid up behind her on the saddle as they went past her. Astrid let out a laugh as she gripped onto Caverna's body, not wanting to fall off, but glad that she was getting a lift instead of running back to the Village Square. When they got there, the men were already there, greeting their loved ones happily with the dragons greeting everyone. Suddenly there was a shout as Tuffnut was thrown from his saddle by Lightning who at seeing Stormfly running towards him, bounded over to her and the two started to nuzzle each other in greeting. Meanwhile, Hiccup, Toothless and Stoick were looking around for three specific individuals. Yet, it didn't take long until Astrid could be heard as Caverna landed Snowcap and both she and Astrid dismounted.

"Hiccup!" Astrid shouted, running over and straight into his arms which were already open and waiting for her.

"Dad!" Caverna ran to her father, and she was suddenly pulled into a tight hug by him, before she started to tell him everything, well minus the fact that Astrid was pregnant.

When she got to the part about the other leaders, Stoick nodded and let her go and greet everyone else, and she soon set about looking for Fishlegs.

Meanwhile, while her rider was looking for her mate, Snowcap was looking or her own, she eventually found him having a conversation with Meatlug and Hookfang.

_"__Toothless..."_ Meatlug started and when the Night Fury looked at her, she nodded over to where Snowcap had sat down, to watch them.

At seeing his mate, Toothless seemed to freeze, as mushy as it sounds, he had never gotten over how beautiful he found her and it had always caused him to freeze.

"_Toothless."_ She smiled her usual gummy smile at him and hid a laugh as Hookfang pushed the older Night Fury over to her. When he was within touching distance, Toothless unfroze and he nuzzled his mate, occasionally giving her the most playful of nips, to which she returned. Letting them have their moment, the other two dragons left them to it, going to find their owners, which wasn't a hard task. Hookfang found Snotlout telling a group of girls a made up story about what actually happened, so the dragon just settled down behind him and closed his eyes, waiting for either his rider to stop talking or for sleep to take him, though he preferred the second option better.

Meanwhile, Meatlug found her rider in even less time, he had been stopped in one place by his mate and they were hugging each other, with his mate and his mother telling him about how much Caverna had improved in her cooking skills, whatever cooking was, Meatlug had no idea, she just knew that it meant using fish.

"You'll have to taste her cooking Fishlegs; her fish stew tastes a lot better than it sounds."

Fishlegs looked at her mother then at his girlfriend. "How did you even do that?"

"I couldn't find any meat, but I found loads of fish...So...I made dinner." She mumbled. "It tasted good apparently, so I think it meant that it was a success." She shrugged.

"One day I'll taste it." He laughed. "Let's go to the Great Hall and eat." Fishlegs told her, and with a shrug Caverna left with him and his parents, just as she saw Hiccup and Astrid doing the same thing.

"Oh, you guys go on ahead, I'll meet you there, I just need to talk to Hiccup." She told them.

"Alright dear, we shall see you up there." Mrs Ingerman told her, getting her son to follow her as Caverna ran over to her brother and Astrid.

"Hiccup, Astrid, hold up!" Caverna shouted and she eventually caught up with them.

"Hey sis." Hiccup greeted, pulling her into a hug.

"Hey Hiccup, soon to be daddy Hiccup." Caverna told him when she was out of the hug.

"You know?" He looked over at Astrid.

"Yes, she knows, she knew before I did."

"What do you mean?"

"I heard her throwing up every morning she stayed over, it's not hard to put two together and come up with four you know." Caverna shrugged. "I'm really happy for the pair of you."

Hiccup smiled and hugged his sister again, now he just had to tell his father...That was going to b a challenge.

As the three teens reached the steps of the Great Hall, they found Stoick stood outside waiting for them.

"Dad, we need to talk to you." Caverna told him as they all ran up the many steps to stop him from going inside.

"What is it you three?" Stoick asked, looking at them curiously though he couldn't help but smile as the girls helped Hiccup up the last few stairs.

Caverna looked at her brother and Astrid but both of them were quiet so she decided to take the lead on this one.

"Dad, Hiccup and Astrid have been blessed." Caverna told him and as slow realisation came to his eyes, she decided to hurry up. "The gods have allowed for Astrid and Hiccup to give you a grandchild."

Stoick seemed shocked for a few minutes before he looked at Astrid who now was almost hiding behind Hiccup who was almost hiding behind his sister, before he started to smile and then he laughed.

"Wonderful...But now this causes a problem." Stoick told them. "You two aren't married yet, that child is illegitimate."

"Which is why we asked Caverna about how things had gone since we've been away." Hiccup told him in a rush. "She said that everything was finished a day or two ago, so we could get married tomorrow..."

"If you'd allow us Sir." Astrid finished.

Stoick looked at Caverna. "Is it true, is everything finished?"

Caverna nodded. "Yes, Astrid's dress has even been finished." She shrugged. "All we needed was the husband-to-be."

At hearing this, Stoick smiled widely before he walked into the Great Hall, his voice louder than everything else.

"Everyone, I would like to announce, tomorrow we will be celebrating the marriage of my son Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the third and his love Astrid Hofferson. So for tonight, bring out the mead, it's time for a celebration!" He shouted, and at the mentioning of the mead, everyone cheered.

Whilst Stoick went to join Gobber and his brother at a table, Caverna walked over to her friends with Astrid and Hiccup and she sat down next to Fishlegs. "Well, that went well."

"What went well?" Snotlout asked, looking at his cousins and Astrid as they started eating.

"Hiccup and Astrid wanted to get married as soon as possible, they were worried that dad would be made because it's not customary with the four day feast, but he was happy enough." Caverna shrugged.

"Have you ever even been to a wedding, Caverna?" Tuffnut asked, he sounded sceptical.

"No Tuff, I haven't."

"Not even when you were living on your old island?" Fishlegs asked curiously.

"Nope, not even then." She shrugged. "I don't see the problem, so why are you all looking at me like there is one?"

"Well, you're the chief's daughter, you have a rather large role in the wedding too." Hiccup told her.

"So, I'm sure it will be fine." Caverna shrugged, going back to her food, before finished her dinner, kissed Fishleg's cheek and headed out to check on Snowcap and Toothless back home.

When she was gone, Snotlout looked at Fishlegs as he too finished eating.

"So, you and my cousin, huh?"

"Yes..." Fishlegs answered almost immediately, slightly worried about where this conversation was going to be heading.

"Have you two fucked yet?" This time it was Tuffnut's turn to ask him a question, which had both Hiccup and Snotlout choking on their drinks.

"What the hell, Tuff?" Hiccup choked out.

"Oh come on, it's not like you and Astrid haven't done it." He told them indignantly.

"That's none of your business and I really don't want to hear about my own little sister's sex life, thank you very much." Hiccup told him before he looked over at Fishlegs in surprise when he spoke.

"Actually, there isn't one." Fishlegs told him. "A sex life I mean."

Everyone looked at him in both curiosity and confusion, though none of them wanted to downright ask about it, they all wanted to know and Fishlegs knew that.

"I mean, we've kissed and stuff, and I mean properly kissed, but she's too scared to go further." Fishlegs told them.

"What's there to be scared of?" Snotlout snorted. "She can't get pregnant, or anything likes that."

"She's scared because that's what caused her to be unable to get pregnant in the first place." Hiccup told him with a roll of his eyes.

"So nothing has happened because I don't want her to feel as if she has to, you know, have sex with me, I want it to be something that she wants too." Fishlegs shrugged, his cheeks heating up a considerable amount.

"And I appreciate that 'Legs, I appreciate that you care about her feelings just as much as your own." Hiccup told him with a smile, before he quickly changed the subject to what had been happening on Berk whilst they were away and he noticed that Fishlegs had left the table.

When she got to the stables, she found all of the dragons curled up with their respective mates and she smiled, before she felt something nudge her in the back and she turned to find Meatlug standing behind her, wagging her tail happily, like an oversized scaly dog.

"Hey Meatlug, what's the matter?" Caverna asked, stroking the dragon's large head.

Meatlug just nudged her again, away from the stables and into the arms of Fishlegs who had managed to stand behind her when she was distracted by Meatlug. However, it still made Caverna jump.

"Odin's beard Fishlegs, don't do that." She gasped out, resting her head on his chest as she waited for her heart rate to slow down.

"Sorry." He told her, blushing as he slid his arms around her. "But I just wanted to ask you something."

"Oh...What is it?"

"Why are you so sure that you can't ever get married?" Fishlegs asked.

Caverna sighed, turning to look at him. "Because I can't provide a family, a girl who can't do that can't ever be seen as a proper wife." She shrugged. "And anyway, I resigned myself to being a simple warrior woman a long time ago. I never actually thought that I'd have something like this." She gestured between the pair of them. "So, I'm happy with what I've got."

Fishlegs thought about that for a moment before he kissed her lips gently. "I'll see you tomorrow, Caverna." He told her, before he left as quickly as Meatlug could fly, leaving his girlfriend stood there, in silent confusion.

In the end, she thought nothing of it, and Caverna went inside the Haddock house to relax, she never normally got much sleep, so she decided to sit by the fireplace and pull a chest out from under a cloth covered table. Astrid had given her an important task to do, and that was to make her wedding dress, and to stroke her ego she looked at it the newly finished dress again. It was the exact way that Astrid had wanted it, since she only wanted Caverna and Ruffnut to be there, in order to help her get ready. Astrid's reasons for having Caverna make her wedding dress were simple, one reason being that because she wasn't speaking to her mother, and due to the mother of the bride usually being the one to make the dress, she wanted her mother to have no involvement in the wedding preparations, except for the things that Caverna thought necessary. And secondly, because Caverna was excellent at sewing, she could make clothes out of possibly anything. However, as Caverna looked at the dress in her hands she felt a pang of emotion, and this time she didn't know what it was. Was it envy or jealousy over her soon to be sister? After all, Astrid was now pregnant, something that Caverna would never go through, and she was also getting married in the morning, and judging from how Fishlegs reacted, that wasn't going to happen to the young Viking anymore either. Caverna simply sat there, staring at the fire and holding the dress in her hands, but as she heard the door open she quickly shoved the dress back into the box and hid it, before standing up to greet the person who had entered the house – Astrid.

"Hey, there you are." Astrid smiled. "What's the matter?"

"Nothing, just sort of pensive I guess." Caverna shrugged. "How about you, are you okay?"

Astrid looked at her curiously, but she decided to let it slide and she shrugged. "I feel fine, just excited."

"Good...Well, we had best get some sleep, you don't want to resemble the dead on your wedding day." Caverna told her.

"Yeah, you're right...Will Stoick be staying here tonight as well?"

"Yeah, but in the morning he'll be going over to Snotlout's to check on Hiccup and the Great Hall to prepare everything." Caverna told her. "Don't worry, tomorrow morning it will be just you, Ruffnut and I."

Astrid nodded. "Good." She got herself some water before she walked to the stairs. "Good night Caverna."

"Good night, Astrid." Caverna smiled, watching her best friend head up to bed, then after stealing one more look at where she had hidden the box, Caverna put out the fireplace and then she headed up to bed too.

The next morning, Caverna was up at dawn again, only this time she had a surprise when she opened her door to find Astrid sat on the stairs.

"You're supposed to still be in bed." Caverna told her, moving to sit beside her.

Astrid looked at her, and the blond looked severely exhausted. "I know, but I can't sleep, I'm too excited."

Caverna laughed softly. "Go and get into my bed, get some sleep."

"Why should I get into your bed?"

"Because then my brothers scent can't excite you." Caverna told her as she made her way downstairs.

Astrid thought about this for a few minutes, before she shrugged and went to Caverna's room, looking around at the weapons, the trinkets, such as a silver comb and a few items of jewellery that Astrid had never seen her wear before, and some clothes that were neatly folded in a corner, opposite a rock bed, where Snowcap was sleeping, having come in when Toothless had left to be with Hiccup. The whole room had a relaxing scent wafting around it, which Astrid recognised to be Jasmine, Caverna's favourite scent and as Astrid noted, also a very rare scent. Climbing under the still warm sheets of Caverna's bed, Astrid sighed in comfort and content, before she soon found herself falling asleep. Meanwhile, downstairs, Caverna was putting a pot of water on to boil as she pulled the chest, that she had gotten out last night, out from its hiding place and she set it by the stairs, then set about building the fire and setting it alight.

Caverna spent the whole morning getting things ready for Astrid, which included drawing her a bath of steaming hot water, getting everything ready to start breakfast, feeding the dragons, after Snowcap had lazily made her way downstairs and Stormfly had joined them by the fire, and finally getting everything ready to help Astrid get ready. Eventually, Caverna saw that it was time to wake the bride and she headed upstairs to her room to find Astrid curled up in her bed fast asleep.

"Astrid, it's time to wake up Astrid." Caverna whispered, shaking her shoulder, which slowly woke her up.

"Caverna?" Astrid mumbled. "What time is it?"

"It's time to get up, I've drawn you a nice hot bath, so take your time, we still have hours to get you ready, so there's no rush." She nodded to the bathtub that was in the corner.

Astrid smiled. "Thank you." She watched Caverna leave to give her some privacy and she stripped off, and slid into the tub.

Whilst Astrid bathed, Caverna was sitting by the fire, brushing Snowcap's scales with a brush to take away the dead scales, just as there was a knock on the door and Snowcap growled.

"Easy girl." Caverna laughed and she looked at the door. "Come in." She shouted through before she looked at her dragon. "Left foot." At her command, Snowcap put her front left foot in Caverna's hand and put her head on her other one as Caverna brushed her foot. She didn't need to look away from her brushing as she knew it had been Ruffnut who was at the door.

"I'm not called Left Foot." Ruffnut told her, moving to sit beside her.

"Because, that bit wasn't too you." Caverna told her, laughing softly, before she got started on Snowcap's front right foot.

Just as Caverna had finished, brushing down her whole dragon, Astrid came downstairs, wearing her usual clothing, minus her headband and boots and her hair was wet and fell down her back.

"Right, are you ready to start your hair Astrid?" Ruffnut asked as Caverna sat in Stoick's armchair watching and Ruffnut pulled out a chair from the table.

"Yeah, I'm ready." Astrid told them as she sat in the chair that Ruffnut had pulled out for her and she relaxed as Ruffnut started to dry and comb through her hair.

After a few minutes of the only sound being Snowcap and Stormfly as she lounged on the floor by the fire, Astrid finally spoke.

"Caverna, did you manage to finish my dress?" She asked her now soon-to-be sister in law.

Caverna looked up from where she was cleaning one of her swords and she nodded. "I did."

"Can I see it?" Astrid asked.

"Not yet, it's going upstairs shortly though." Caverna told her.

Astrid frowned, but she knew that Caverna was only trying to be nice and surprise her, so she didn't press the subject anymore. However, as Astrid pondered what her dress looked like, Ruffnut had finished with her hair. As Caverna held up the mirror, Astrid gasped, her air had one braid going over the top of her head, and it went over to her left shoulder, where it joined another, much thicker braid and her smaller braid was interlaced with that one as it hung over her left shoulder. Ruffnut had also managed to keep Astrid's fringe hanging over her left eye like it normally did.

"Oh Ruff, it looks and feels amazing, thank you" Astrid smiled, standing and turning to hug her other best friend, before both girls looked over at Caverna who was now standing next to a wooden chest.

"Are you ready to get dressed?" Caverna asked her, nodding to the chest beside her, and at Astrid's excited nod, she picked p the chest and looked at the two dragons. "We will be down shortly." She then took Astrid and Ruffnut upstairs to her room.

When the three reached Caverna's room, Ruffnut lounged on the bed, Astrid stood by Caverna's desk and Caverna herself, sat on the window ledge still holding the chest.

"Okay Astrid, get undressed." Caverna told her.

"Okay..." Astrid told her as she started to pull off her usual blue sweater and her studded skirt and leggings.

When she was down to her undergarments, Caverna stood up and put the chest on the windowsill, before she opened it and she pulled the dress out, letting it fall into place, before she turned around, holding it out and she heard both Astrid and Ruffnut gasp.

"Caverna...It's...It's beautiful." Astrid whispered and she sounded close to tears.

The dress itself was the purest white that both Astrid and Ruffnut had ever seen, and it had crystal coloured beads decorating the hems of the neckline, the wrists and the base. Caverna carefully helped Astrid to put the dress on, before she used a long white ribbon to tie the back of the dress closed. Looking in the mirror, Astrid nearly started to cry, she looked beautiful and she looked at the reflection of Caverna who stood next to her and she smiled.

"Soon, I'll be a Haddock." She told her, causing Caverna to look at her.

"I know, and no matter what, you deserve this Astrid." Caverna smiled at her.

"Alright girls, let's run through the checklist." Ruffnut told them. "Have we got something borrowed?"

"Yes, I borrowed your shoes, Ruff." Astrid told her.

"Have we got something new?"

"Yes, Caverna made me a new dress."

"Have we got something old?"

"Yes, my grandmother's necklace." Astrid smiled, watching Caverna pick up a simple necklace from her desk which held a Celtic knot on it and she smiled as Caverna put it around her neck and fastened it.

"Have we got something blue?"

Astrid thought for a moment before she started to panic. "Oh no, I've forgotten it."

"Relax Astrid." Caverna told her, before she walked to her window, climbing out and she came back in after a few seconds holding a dark blue flower, which she placed behind Astrid's right ear. "There, something blue."

"Alright, you're ready." Ruffnut declared an the girls all left the room, and eventually, after an inspection from the dragons, they left the house.

Meanwhile, as the Jorgenson residence, Hiccup was cleaning his flight suit up as Snotlout, Tuffnut and Fishlegs all lounged around.

"Are you excited, cuz?" Snotlout asked, suddenly throwing an arm around Hiccup's shoulders.

"Yeah...I am." Hiccup told him with a smile.

"You know Hiccup, you're pretty lucky...Your wife and your sister are the two hottest girls left on Berk." Tuffnut told him.

Hiccup looked at him and he raised an eyebrow. "I wouldn't say that my sister was hot."

"Of course you wouldn't, because you're her big brother, duh!" Tuffnut rolled his eyes.

"He actually has a point." Snotlout told his cousin before he looked at Fishlegs. "There isn't any point in asking your verdict, because you're her boyfriend."

"Include him too guys." Hiccup told them, but just as he was about to say something else, there was a knock on the door and Spitlout, Snotlout's father and Hiccup's uncle, walked in.

"Stoick's here to talk to his lad, which means that the rest of you need to leave and wait out here with me and Gobber." He told them, and he watched his son and his friend's leave the room and Stoick walk in, before he closed the door.

"Hiccup..." Stoick started as Hiccup turned to look at him, now wearing his full flight suit, which was fully clean.

"Yes dad?" Hiccup asked, looking at him.

"I just wanted to come and see how you were feeling."

"I'm feeling fine." Hiccup shrugged. "I'm actually feeling really excited about this."

Stoick smiled, feeling a sense of pride as he looked at his oldest child. "Your mother would be proud of you."

Hiccup smiled, looking up at him. "Um...dad...speaking of mothers...um...there's something that you should know."

"I already know..." At seeing the slight look of alarm on Hiccup's face, he decided to see if what he knew was what his son wanted to tell him. "I know that Astrid's mother won't be at the ceremony."

"Oh good, I thought you'd be mad for a second because I know that it's tradition and everything..."

"Hiccup, you and Astrid aren't your traditional couple." Stoick reminded him.

"That's true." Hiccup laughed.

After a bit more laughter, Stoick gave his son his blessing, before he left him to finish getting ready for his wedding, though he did remind him to get there on time this time.

When they had left the Haddock house, it didn't take long for the girls to get Astrid up to the Great Hall, and Snowcap was the only dragon to stay close to them, but even she left her rider's side to go up the steps after a quickly retreating Toothless, who had been keeping watch for Hiccup. Ruffnut ended up walking on ahead of Caverna and Astrid when Astrid stopped at the bottom of the stairs and looked at Caverna pulling her to a stop as well.

"What's up?" Caverna asked her.

Astrid didn't speak straight away, instead she simply hugged Caverna tightly, causing Caverna to hug her back as Astrid whispered to her. "Thank you."

"What are you thanking me for?" Caverna asked her when their hug had ended.

"Just for being there through what happened with Eridor and for trusting me with information about what happened to you." Astrid told her, seeing the hint of pain that hit Caverna as Astrid, regrettably, brought up her incident.

"Then you're welcome, now come on, today is about you and my brother, so let's go and make you a Haddock." She smiled before she helped Astrid to get up the many steps in her dress to where her father stood waiting. As she left Astrid with her father, Caverna walked into the hall to where people from the town had stood on two separate sides to create an aisle leading to where both Stoick and Hiccup stood and Caverna walked down this aisle.

"Is she ready?" Stoick whispered when she got to him.

Caverna simply nodded, and she looked at Hiccup. "Are you ready?" She whispered.

Hiccup nodded just as Stoick gave a signal and music started to play and the doors opened, with Astrid and her father walking down the aisle.

Throughout the ceremony, Caverna kept a constant vigil, the ceremony went flawlessly, with even Hiccup remembering his whole vows, and eventually Stoick pronounced them to be man and wife and as the room applauded, Hiccup and Astrid shared a loving kiss. When it came to the celebratory feast, Caverna was leaning against the wall, hidden mainly by the shadows, and she watched her brother and new sister-in-law receive their wedding gifts and well wishes from their guests before she watched everyone tuck into the feast. However, she didn't move, apart from looking up into the rafters every few minutes to check on Snowcap who was hanging upside down from one of the rafters with Toothless, they looked to be asleep, but Caverna had come to know better. They were observing through sound to see if there was any trouble. However, for now there seemed to be peace, so Caverna tried to relax and enjoy the celebration, she even got herself involved in a few dances with her brother, boyfriend, sister-in-law and even her cousin Snotlout danced with her. However the peace was shattered, as a fierce roar started and the doors were blown open, almost snapping off of their hinges and all of the fires, went out.


	32. Problem

As the fires went out, there was screaming from women and children, but it didn't take long for Stoick to bark an order to his daughter.

"Go, Caverna!" Stoick thundered and everyone heard the whistle, before Snowcap jumped down from the rafters and threw Caverna onto her back before both rider and dragon shot out of the doors.

As they reached the sky, the tried to look around, but everything around them was foggy and there was the sound of thunder and lightning coming from all around them.

"Snow, be careful."

"Both of you be careful." This came from Snotlout who had flown after his younger cousin, Caverna turned to see the twins and Fishlegs flying with them.

"What, no Hiccup?" Caverna asked.

"Nope, your dad's keeping them grounded in their new home, Toothless and Stormfly aren't happy about it either." Tuffnut laughed, he sounded drunk, yet he soon sobered up when he saw something large and dark flying towards them. "Uh, guys..."

Everyone looked to where they were pointing and all too soon, they could make out the body of a Skrill.

"Everyone dodge and split up!" Caverna shouted over the thunder and just as the Skrill was about to take a bite out of herself and Snowcap, she touched Snowcap's head. "Drop!"

At the command, Snowcap tucked her wings in and both rider and dragon fell out of reach of the Skrill, but the sight of it made their friends cry out in shock. Though everyone, especially Fishlegs nearly fainted from relief as they saw that Snowcap had unfolded her wings at the last second and they were flying rather low to the ground.

As Caverna and Snowcap flew back up to rejoin their friends on the battlefield, they all lost sight of the Skrill.

"Where is it?" Snotlout shouted.

"I don't know." Caverna shouted back, but it was a bit too late as there was a flash and Caverna felt a terrible pain in her right arm as she fell from her saddle towards the ground. Everyone else had been momentarily blinded by this flash, but when they realised, they went into panic mode.

"Caverna!" Fishlegs shouted, having Meatlug fly after the fast falling girl. However, Snowcap was quicker, and she grabbed her rider and held her close, tucking her wings around her as they hit the water.

Both Fishlegs and Snotlout flew down to the water where they soon found Snowcap flying out of the water and onto dry land, dropping a coughing Caverna onto the ground.

"Caverna, you're alright!" Fishlegs shouted as he landed and got off of his dragon, running over to her and hugging her tightly.

She winced as he wrapped his arms around her, and Fishlegs pulled away, looking at the cut in her right arm, but Caverna wasted no time in cutting off some of her green jumper and creating a bandage which she happily wrapped over the wound and Fishlegs helped her to tie it.

"What the heck happened?" A loud voice boomed.

The teens all looked to see Stoick running towards them, brandishing his axe, ready for a fight, but he also seemed surprised that there wasn't one.

"It was just a Skrill dad, but it's gone now, now come on, let's go and get back to the celebration." Caverna told him s she got onto Snowcap's back.

"Not so fast Caverna." Stoick told her. "You have to join myself and Astrid's parents."

"Why?" Caverna asked, instantly regretting asking.

"You have to witness your brother's consummation of his marriage!" Snotlout laughed.

"No!" Caverna almost shouted. "Dad, why do I have to do it?"

"Because you're his full biological family, but none of us are staying in the room, we're going to be staying downstairs."

"Easy enough to hear it." Caverna muttered and she looked down at her dragon. "You're staying with me to block out all noise."

Snowcap gave her a whine in discomfort, but she heard the similar discomfort in her rider's voice so she let it go, flying off towards the Haddock house with her rider, whilst Stoick headed home. When both Haddocks were gone, the other teens fell about laughing.

"Oh my god, did you see Caverna's face?" Ruffnut laughed.

"She looked shell shocked." Snotlout laughed.

"She's going to be scared for life." Fishlegs told them, before they all walked back to the celebration, and back to the drinking.

Whilst her friends were drinking, Caverna was sat on the rug by the fire, Snowcap's paws over her ears but she could still hear the moans and creaks of the bed as her brother and his new wife consummated their marriage. She occasionally glanced over at the uneasy faces of her father and Astrid's parents, though she glared daggers at Astrid's mother. To say that things still weren't one hundred per cent between the pair was being nice about it, that's why Snowcap was now curled around her rider, treating her like her own hatchling because Snowcap knew that she could stop her rider from doing something stupid, like attacking her sister-in-law's mother, even if her rider's father couldn't. Toothless was also in the room, lying behind Snowcap, occasionally nuzzling her as she held her rider and tried to block out the noise. In truth, he wasn't that comfortable with the situation either, and occasionally tried to flatten his ears down on his head with his own paws, to little or no success. Eventually it was all over, and the moment that Stoick looked at his daughter, he watched her leave as fast as her dragon could carry her.

"Well, she was eager." Astrid's father laughed.

"Can you blame her?" Stoick laughed. "She hates any thought of it."

"Was that after what happened to her?" The other man asked.

"I think so, I've never really talked to her about it, it's hard to comprehend, you know?"

"I do, when I was told what happened to Astrid, I headed straight back here to see her, only to find that she had been sent away." Astrid's dad told him.

"Yes, I am sorry about that."

"I have forgiven you Stoick, we've been friends for a while and I know that you were under pressure and at least that you didn't send her away alone."

Stoick nodded as he remembered the look of betrayal on his daughter's face when he banished both her and Astrid from the village, and the two men went straight back to the Great Hall to drink away the sounds of what they had just heard.

Meanwhile, in Hiccup's room, Astrid was snuggled up to her husband as they both lay in bed naked and sweaty from their passionate consummation.

"Hiccup..." Astrid whispered, checking that he wasn't asleep.

"Yes, Astrid?" Hiccup whispered back.

"Can you believe it, we're married." She told him as she sat up ad looked at him.

Hiccup smiled at his happy his new wife looked and he also sat up so that he could slide his arms around her and rest his hands on her stomach. "I know, and soon we will have our own family as well."

Astrid beamed. "I know." She moved to turn around so that she as facing him and she slid her arms around his neck and her legs around his waist. "Now, what do you want to do?" She asked him. "Stay here and have all the sex we want until your father and sister come home, or go back to the feast and not have any more sex tonight?"

Hiccup looked at her and he raised an eyebrow, before he suddenly pinned her onto her back and kissed her deeply, hearing her moan softly at the touch of both his lips and his already hard member as it pressed against her stomach.

"Does that answer your question?" He asked her, his voice having this almost sexy growl to it.

Astrid smiled in pleasure and she looked at him. "I might need a bit more proof that this is what you want."

It wasn't too long before Hiccup had Astrid moaning and pleasure and screaming his name as she came, and it certainly wasn't long before Hiccup cried her name as Astrid caused him to have an earth shattering orgasm. However, the two soon fell asleep, wrapped in a mixture of the fur blanket and each other's limbs.

Whilst her brother was having the time of his life, his sister was doing the same. At that moment, she and Ruffnut were dancing and since by now Ruffnut had drank so much she was almost seeing doubles, but Caverna was still able to manoeuvre herself well enough to suggest that she was tipsy. Both she and Ruffnut were dancing rather provocatively on top of a table, mugs of mead in hand. All the guys in the room noticed how the girls danced but most of them were too drunk to do anything, especially Stoick. Yet, Fishlegs was sitting at a table watching and his jealousy level was rising fast, especially when Dagur got onto the table with the two girls and started to dance with them. Eventually, Snotlout and Tuffnut came to join Fishlegs and they were both severely drunk.

"Look at her dance, god Dagur is certainly getting a good hold." Tuffnut blurted out.

Fishlegs looked over at where his friend was looking and he saw he was watching Caverna and Dagur, and whilst Dagur was almost humping Caverna, whilst Caverna was just trying to dance with Ruffnut. But, Dagur must have seen that Fishlegs was watching, because he then started to make it more noticeable and he even tried to kiss Caverna. The mere sight of it, caused Fishlegs to snap and he suddenly stood up, nearly knocking his drink over in the process.

"That's it!" He suddenly shouted, and he gulped down the rest of his drink before he went marching over towards his girlfriend. When he got to them, pulled her down off of the table, and into his arms, and he spun her around and kissed her with as much passion as he could.

It all took Caverna by surprise and she didn't fully register what Fishlegs was actually doing for a few minutes, before she kissed Fishlegs back. Her returned kiss just as passionate and wanting as his was, but after a few minutes he pulled out of the kiss and pressed his forehead to hers.

"You are mine." He told her.

The amount of possessiveness that his voice held as he spoke to her made Caverna shiver, and she looked at him so that her eyes met his. "I'm always going to be yours."

Fishlegs looked at her, her eyes almost made him waver and turn to jelly in his arms, but he held his resolve.

"The prove it, stay with me tonight." Fishlegs told her.

Caverna raised an eyebrow. "Deal." She told him, kissing his lips gently, but it soon turned passionate as Fishlegs took her from the Great Hall and towards his house and neither of them were seen for the rest of the night. However, the next morning Caverna woke up early and found herself in her pants and sweater, with her daggers, swords and flight jacket on a chair by the window and a sleeping Fishlegs beside her. Smiling to herself, Caverna found a piece of parchment and she scribbled a note onto it, before she put it on her side of Fishleg's bed, gently kissed her boyfriend's cheek in the process and leaving through the window so that she didn't raise any suspicions. She got to her house with moments to spare, as the sun finally started to rise, and she got herself up to her room, where she peeled off her jacket and weapons once more and climbed into bed. A she settled down for more sleep, she promised herself to go to her dad about the Skrill when he was awake and able to function. After all, a Skrill was a large problem if it turned up once, but it was a large problem if it turned up again and Berk couldn't handle that right now.


	33. Injuries

Caverna only woke up in the afternoon after her sneaking in this morning and when she woke up, she found the scaly head of her dragon staring at her as she sat on her hunches, beside her mistress' bed.

"What?" Caverna asked her when she saw the quizzical look that her dragon gave her. "I was a good girl, nothing happened."

The dragon rolled her eyes. "_Yeah, but I bet you wanted to."_ Snowcap looked at her rider who was now running her comb through her hair and tying her hair into a braid which fell down her back, once her hair was done, she walked downstairs and found her dad holding a large cube of ice to his head, and Astrid sitting at the table with him whilst Hiccup stood next to him, giving him another block of ice.

"Double block headache?"Caverna asked as she joined them.

"Yes, I drank way too much at the celebration last night." Stoick told her with a wince. "But enough about me let me see your injury from last night."

"What injury?" Hiccup suddenly asked, looking at his sister.

"It's nothing, I just got nicked by a bit of lightning."

"Still, Caverna you should at least let us look at it." Astrid told her.

"Fine." Caverna rolled her eyes, before she undone and removed her jacket and then persisted to peel off the bandage which she still had in place on her arm. What came next made everyone gasp. The wound that Caverna had was rather red and inflamed, with an obvious infection setting in.

"What?" Caverna asked, looking at them.

"Caverna, I think you need to go to Gothi." Astrid told her. "Why don't you come to see her with me now? I need to see if she has anything to help me deal with this morning sickness."

Caverna shrugged, that idea didn't seem so bad, so she agreed, and within minutes she and Astrid were flying their dragons towards Gothi's hut.

When they got inside, Stormfly sat waiting whilst Snowcap hung from the underside of the platform that stood outside of Gothi's hut. As the girls were inside, Astrid was lying on a mat, as Gothi prodded her stomach gently, before giving her a look of approval before she drew something on the floor for Caverna. Caverna looked up from a knife that she had been throwing and catching and she looked at what Gothi had written.

_HAS SHE BEEN EATING?_

Caverna nodded. "Three meals a day, with snacks included."

Gothi nodded her head in approval, before she scratched something else.

_HAS SHE EEN SICK A LOT?_

"Not recently."

Astrid watched them. "Why can't I answer?"

"Because I'll tell her the truth, you not so much." Caverna told her, and she and Gothi shared a knowing smile, since they both had a new found bond and sense of respect for each other after Gothi found Caverna on the night of her breakdown.

_YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO LIE ABOUT ANY OF THIS ASTRID, 'TOUSH SHIELD WARRIOR OR NOT._

Gothi looked at the blond after she had written it and then she looked at Caverna and she held out a hand to her, showing that she wanted to see her arm. Caverna got down onto the floor and she knelt down in front of the much smaller woman and she took her jacket off and the bandage to show the wound.

When she saw the wound, Gothi hit the young girl with her staff, not surprised that Caverna didn't flinch, and she left her knelt there as she went over to where there was jars of things. She pulled a few out and emptied some of each contents into a bowl, where she added a liquid and mashed the ingredients together, before she grabbed some fresh rags for bandaging and joined Caverna again. Caverna stayed still and silent as Gothi applied the mush to the bandages and then to her wound and secured it with more rags.

"Will she be okay now?" Astrid asked, to break an uncomfortable silence that had started up.

Gothi simply nodded to her and she looked at Caverna, before she wrote on the floor again.

KEEP IT DRY, KEEP IT PROTECTED, COME AND SEE ME EVERY MORNING FOR A WEEK

After she had read t, Caverna nodded and stood up. "I will." She then left with Astrid and after climbing on their dragons, they left, flying back to the village. However, they took a longer route, going all the way round the island and then back to their village, though they were very glad that they did. Back in the village square, Hiccup was stood with Fishlegs, Dagur and Snotlout, along with their dragons, and Hiccup was getting more and more ignored with Dagur as he spoke about Astrid and Caverna.

"And her breasts, god they were so round and firm." Dagur carried on.

"Dagur if you don't shut up about the dream you had with Hiccup's wife and sister, I'll punch you." Snotlout told him.

Dagur suddenly looked smug, especially when there was a thud behind the group and they all turned to see that Astrid and Caverna had landed their dragons behind them. The girls looked happy as they laughed over a distant conversation and dismounted.

"Have we missed a gathering?" Caverna asked as she joined them, walking to Fishlegs and she hugged him just as Astrid and Hiccup shared a kiss.

"No, it's just Dagur being stupid, and Snotlout threatening to punch him for it." Fishlegs told her.

"Why, what's he said?" Caverna asked.

Everyone looked from her to Dagur, and then her friends and brother took a step back, before Hiccup decided to tell her.

"Well...Um...Mainly describing how he would...Um..." Hiccup was obviously having trouble with getting the words out, especially when he saw his sister put her hands on her hips, pretty close to the hilts of her swords.

"He was telling us how he was going to fuck you." Snotlout told her, to save his cousin the trouble, and he watched Caverna nearly burst into laughter.

"So he dreams of me?" Caverna asked before she laughed. "I don't mind that, in fact, I dream of him too."

Everyone looked at her in sock at her revelation, before they noticed that all traces of laughter and a smile was gone from Caverna's lips, whilst Dagur had a triumphant smirk playing on his.

"What are you saying Caverna?" Snotlout asked.

"I'm saying, Snotlout that I dream of him and every single way I could take his head from his shoulders, without leaving much mess." She walked up to Dagur as she said it. "My favourite one so far is where I've got you hanging over the cliff edge, begging for release, and just as the last second, I loosen the rope, watching you fall screaming into the rocks below. The mere force of the impact breaking your body, leaving you so helpless, it's hard not to feel sorry for you, but I still manage it as I walk away, uncaring if you're dead or alive, just happy you're gone."

By the time she had finished, Dagur and everyone were white and clammy, scared stiff of what she could do, and they watched her smile and fly off on Snowcap.

No one saw Caverna until later that night when she was outside of the Haddock household with her father and uncle, enjoying some sun and some sword practice. She was able to fight both her father and uncle at the same time as Gobber watched. Eventually she ended up throwing her uncle to the ground, but then Stoick backed her up against the side of the house, sword at her neck.

"Well done Caverna." Stoic praised as he put his sword away and his daughter done the same, smiling at her father.

"Thanks dad." She smiled, as she looked over at Snowcap who was now asleep in a patch of sunlit grass. "Lazy dragon."

Everyone looked at said dragon and they all laughed, quietly to make sure that she stayed asleep, before Caverna moved to sit beside her as her father, uncle and Gobber sat about enjoying the sun and a rest. It wasn't until later that afternoon, that a villager came running up the hill, calling for Stoick.

"What is it?" Stoick asked, taking in the urgency of the villager before him, who turned out to be Astrid's mother.

"It's Astrid, that Dagur boy was arguing with her, and he pushed her...She's in so much pain Stoick." The woman told him, and they watched as Caverna and Snowcap flew off towards the town centre where a crowd had gathered and Snotlout was carrying Astrid bridal style towards the Haddock house. Astrid was clutching her stomach with one hand and Snotlout's shirt with the other, tears falling down her cheeks.

"Snotlout." Caverna shouted as she landed a few feet in front of him on Snowcap's back.

"Caverna, I don't know what's wrong." Snotlout told her, handing her a nearly screaming Astrid and Caverna settled her sister-in-law in front of her and she held her to stop her from falling. "I'll explain later, right now, go and find Hiccup, tell him that I've taken her home, and someone go for Gothi."

Snotlout nodded watching his cousin fly away. "Fishlegs, go for Hiccup, I'll go for Gothi." He then left as Stock sorted the rest of the villagers.

Meanwhile Caverna got Astrid into hers and Hiccup's room, and she lay her on the bed, propping her up with pillows and she put one under her legs.

"Caverna, what's happening?" Astrid asked through tears and near screams.

"I don't know Astrid, but you're going to be okay." Caverna told her, just as Snotlout came in with Gothi and he looked at them.

"I'll wait downstairs." Snotlout told them, before he left as Gothi started to check Astrid over.

Caverna watched him go and she sat o the windowsill as Astrid was checked over and she noticed Astrid scream when Gothi pressed on her stomach, and she knew what that meant.

Meanwhile, Hiccup was in the forge, working hard on a new saddle design for one of the villagers when Fishlegs found him.

"Hiccup!" Fishlegs shouted, getting his attention immediately.

"Whoa Fishlegs, easy, what's the matter?" Hiccup asked him.

"You've got to come quickly, something's wrong with Astrid." Fishlegs told him.

"Where is she Fishlegs?" Hiccup demanded, clearly worried for his wife and their child.

The minute that he was told of Astrid's location, Hiccup abandoned his work and he jumped onto Toothless' back and they flew off with Fishlegs following, heading home. When he got home, he found Snowcap, Hookfang and Stormfly outside and he jumped off of Toothless' back and ran inside. At seeing his cousin burst through the door, Snotlout pointed to the stairs and he watched his cousin run up them, and heard he bang as he threw open his bedroom door. However, he also heard Astrid's sobbing as the door swung closed again, and Snotlout feared the worst.

Caverna looked up from where she was comforting a crying Astrid as she heard the door be thrown open and she saw her brother. His eyes asked her a silent question, as he took in the scene of his crying wife, the bloodied sheets and the grim look of both his sister and Gothi, and she shook her head, her brother immediately crumbling into his own anguish as the full force of his sister's news hit him. Astrid had lost the baby. Hiccup ended up falling to his knees beside the bed; though he was on Astrid's side of the bed and he put his head on his folded arms on the bed as he too started to cry. Caverna watched them both, before she felt the taps of Gothi's staff and she gently rested Astrid onto the bed before she left the room with the Elder. As she reached the bottom of the stairs, she found her boyfriend and cousin waiting for her as well as Stoick and Gobber.

"Caverna..."

She looked at her father as he spoke her name but she just put her head down and gave it a gentle shake, causing Stoick to collapse into a chair his head in his hands. Gobber, Fishlegs and Snotlout watched before Gobber was the first to speak.

"Will someone tell us what is going on?"

Caverna sighed. "A few weeks ago, Astrid and Hiccup found out that they were expecting a baby, that's why we moved the wedding forward to the day after you guys got back, but now..."

"Now they've lost the baby?" Fishlegs asked.

Caverna nodded, and she looked at her cousin as he spoke. "That's it; I'm going to kill Dagur, a million times over."

They all watched as Snotlout left the Haddock house and made his way to the village, no one had the heart to stop him this time, and they all knew that if something wasn't done about Dagur, then Caverna certainly would do something. But the way everyone saw it was an eye for an eye, and all that. So Caverna went to bed rather pensive that night, as Toothless and Snowcap slept on the rock bed in the corner, Caverna sat on her bed, illuminated by candle light and she shifted through her many thoughts. She eventually settled down to sleep with a final thought:

_Everyone suffered an injury once in a while, but everyone has the option to let them get back up and fight again_

And that was what she was going to do, and she was going to get Hiccup and Astrid to do the same.


	34. Of Dragon Races and Maps

Months had passed since the incident that caused Hiccup and Astrid to lose their baby, and the other tribes had long gone, though not before watching Snotlout beat the life out of Dagur, sending him away with two black eyes, a swollen cheek, two missing teeth, a bloody nose and cuts on his forehead and shin. Astrid and Hiccup had slowly gotten over their grieving and were now almost back to normal, teaching dragon training. Hiccup and Caverna had even started to travel around together in search of new places and new dragons. Sometimes Astrid would join them but then sometimes it would just be the two of them, both of them enjoyed each other's company and the feeling of soaring through the clouds. However, this time her brother had gone flying on his own whilst Caverna was back on Berk, everyone in Berk was gathered in a group of stands, and they seemed to be watching some sort of race. Though it wasn't just any race, it was a dragon race! The dragons involved, where Stormfly, Hookfang, Meatlug, Snowcap and Barf and Belch. Each dragon and rider was painted with dazzling designs and each one had their own colour combination. Stormfly and Astrid were decorated in orange and blue, Hookfang and Snotlout were decorated in red and yellow, Barf and Belch and the twins were decorated in green, yellow and black, Meatlug and Fishlegs were painted with orange and green and finally Caverna and Snowcap had decorated themselves with just a simple blue colour. They were all flying around catching sheep that were thrown into the air by a contraption that Gobber controlled, and their catch would be put into their own nets, earning each of them points. So far, Caverna and Astrid were neck and neck with the amount of points that they both had, whilst Snotlout was close to catching up. However, the crowd were cheering for both of them, even though they all knew that as fast as she was, Stormfly couldn't fly faster than the young Night Fury – but that never stopped her from trying.

As Caverna and Astrid flew around the village, Snotlout following close behind, Snowcap hit her paws on a small metal turbine and suddenly there was a horn sounding.

"The black sheep!" The three leading riders shouted, though they all looked at each other and flew off in different directions.

Astrid was the first one to get to the sheep, and she patted Stormfly. "Up, up, up!" She told her dragon and Stormfly shifted so her feet were poised ready to catch the fast flying sheep, but just as she was about to make the grab, it was caught by Snotlout who flew next to Ruff and Tuff. As this was going on, Astrid had noticed that Caverna was no where to be seen.

"Here you go, my dear." He threw the sheep to Ruffnut, who held it up in the air, and that soon proved to be a mistake.

As the sheep was held into the air, Ruffnut suddenly found her hands empty and a laughing Caverna flying off with it.

"Caverna!" Ruffnut screamed, before she and her brother tried to get their dragons to catch up, just as Snotlout and Astrid tried to do the same. As Snotlout and Astrid got closer, they tried to grab the sheep out of Caverna's hands; Caverna kept it close and let Snowcap dodge their way out of their grasps. The game ended when Caverna threw the sheep into her own net, and the crowd applauded. As the crowd applauded, the group realised that it was for both Caverna and Astrid, and the two of them flew in from two different sides and high-five as many villagers as they could, before they joined each other in the air with the other riders.

"That's my daughter and daughter-in-law!" Stoick thundered, obviously ecstatic with the win and how well all of the teams performed during the race.

Caverna felt a small swell of her pride as she heard her father's comment and she smiled at the others before she flew off home to wipe Snowcap down and to wipe the blue paint from her face. A she was just finishing up cleaning the paint from her face, and Snowcap lay clean and happy in front of the fire, her father came home.

"Hey, dad." Caverna greeted him, smiling.

"Well done today." Stoick praised.

"Thank you." She beamed.

"You haven't seen your brother, have you?" Stoick asked after a few minutes of silence.

Caverna shook her head. "No, not since he left us at breakfast...Why, is he in trouble?"

"Not yet." Stoick told her.

"Well, I'm sure that wherever he is he is fine, anyway he might have gone to explore some more, you know how he is with that map of his."

Stoick nodded, thinking back to the time when Hiccup had told him and the girls that he was going to add to the map that Berk already had.

It wasn't long after Astrid had lost the baby when he suddenly came downstairs one evening whilst Stoick was sat at the table doing some chiefly duties and the girls were making dinner.

"I'm going to add to the map." He suddenly announced.

"What?" Caverna was the first to speak, she never missed a trick, even when something as sudden as that happened.

"I'm going to add to Berk's map of the archipelago." Hiccup told them defiantly.

"You know what, that actually sounds like a good idea." Astrid finally spoke up, looking at Caverna who nodded.

"Yeah, if you want the help Hiccup, I'd happily do it with you, imagine what we could learn." Caverna told them.

"Wait a second, it's way too dangerous." Stoick told them.

"Dad, we'll be fine, we'll have our dragons." Hiccup told him and after a bit of persuasion from both him and his sister, Hiccup saw his dad relent.

So during the past few months, Stoick had seen the map grow in epic proportions, each time they went out they had added two or three new things to it. But now Hiccup had started to become slightly obsessed with it, like he did with all of his projects, especially now that Stoick was close to choosing who should succeed him in the near future and Hiccup was never interested. Admittedly though, it was a hard choice, both his son and his daughter were ready to be chieftain, but the law stated that Hiccup was to be his successor, and that is who he had to choose. So he was going to get is daughter to talk her brother, but since Hiccup's announcement about the map, he'd never gotten his children alone, well until now, the map may have been Hiccup's obsession, but Dragon Racing was his daughter's.

As he watched Caverna make them both some dinner, Stoick steeled himself for the topic of the succession, and when he felt ready, he cleared his throat rather loudly, the sound getting Caverna to look up almost straight away.

"Caverna, you know that with being Hiccup's younger sister, you most likely won't become chieftain, right?" Stoick asked her.

"Yeah I know." She told him, going back to making some dinner for the pair of them.

"But our brother will be; which is why I need you to...talk to him..."

"Talk to him?" Caverna asked, putting some meat and bread in front of her father as she put some by her seat at the table.

"Yes, I need you to make him see that he is ready to become Chieftain." Stoick told her.

"Dad, if Hiccup doesn't feel ready, then he isn't ready." Caverna shrugged. "No amount of talking will change that."

"I understand that, but I don't think he has all the facts, maybe if you could share what it was like or you when you were ruling Brock's village with Eridor, then maybe he could make a more informed choice?" Stoick asked and at seeing the look f hope on her father's face, Caverna couldn't say no, so she simply sighed.

"Alright, if I can, I will try and talk to him." Caverna told him.

"Excellent, that's the spirit." Stoick praised her as he started to eat.

"You know dad?" Caverna spoke when she had finished and was taking the plates to be washed.

"Yes Caverna?"

"You're actually not as tough as you make out to be." Caverna told him.

Stoick rolled his eyes, he knew Caverna was only messing around, so he didn't think much of it as he stood up.

"Well, I'm going back to work, Gobber needs help in the forge, I shall see you tonight Caverna."

"Bye dad." Caverna watched him leave as she dried and put away their dishes.

Later that afternoon, Caverna was sat by the fireplace, Snowcap at her side ad she was drawing in a sketchbook that Hiccup had given her. It wasn't anything special, just another impression of a flight suit for herself; wondering if she could change the designs, when the door flew open and her cousin stood there.

"Snotlout, will you learn to knock?" Caverna asked, looking up at him.

"Sorry, but Stoick's asking for you, apparently it's important." Snotlout told her.

Caverna nodded and she put her sketchbook down, before she and Snowcap walked outside and the minute the riders had mounted their dragons, they were flying into the air. When they were close to the dragon stables, Snotlout broke off; going to do the other task that Stoick had given him - wrangling the Tiny Terrors - whilst Caverna flew into the stables. When she got there, she found Hiccup and Stoick arguing, so she let Snowcap land next to Toothless and Stormfly and she dismounted, letting them play as she walked to Astrid.

"What are they arguing about this time?" Caverna asked, pulling her mask down.

Astrid looked at her. "Hiccup and I were attacked by Dragon Snatchers; they claimed to be working with some guy called Drago Bloodvist." Astrid told her and she saw a familiar look in her sister-in-law's eye. "You know him don't you?"

"Not personally, but I know what he's like, and he really is bad news Astrid." Caverna told her as they both watched Hiccup and Stoick's arguement unfold, before Hiccup flew off out of the stable, and Caverna turned just in time to see Astrid leave after him. However, Stoick grabbed her wrist as she was about to follow them.

"Not you Caverna, you need to go and get your friends together, we're going to bring him back by force if necessary." Stoick told her and Caverna sighed, as he went to sort the other dragons out and she went to find her friends.

Eventually, she had all of the teens rounded up inside the stables with their dragons and by now Lightning had wandered over to Caverna and was nudging her every few minutes.

"It's alright boy, we'll find them." Caverna told her dragon, stroking his beak.

"What's going on Caverna?" Fishlegs asked, walking over to her and gently taking her free hand.

"I don't know really." Caverna told him. "Dad told me to come and get you all together."

"I did and I'm glad that one of my children is still listening to me." Stoick told them as he landed Skullcrusher in front of the group, and Gobber landed on his dragon, Grump, beside Stoick.

Caverna kept quiet as she looked at her father, before she stroked Snowcap's head as Lightning watched them. "What's the plan, dad?" Caverna asked her father, looking up at him.

"We are going to get your brother, and Astrid." Stoick told her. "Your uncle will be looking after the village until we get back."

Caverna nodded and she looked back at Lightning. "I need you to stay here and help mu Uncle." She told him, kissing his beak. "Be good."

Lightning looked at her and he nodded, seeming to understand her, before he flew off towards where he had seen Spitlout. When Lightning had gone, Caverna mounted Snowcap's back and she looked at her father and friends as they all mounted their dragons, before they followed Stoick and Gobber as they flew off. As they got into the air, Stoick looked over at his daughter.

"Caverna, can Snowcap find him?"

"She can." She leant forward to rest a hand on Snowcap's head. "Find Toothless, Snow, you can do it."

Snowcap looked back at her rider and she gave her a sound of confirmation, before she felt Caverna press low to her back and she shot off, but making sure that everyone could still see and follow her as she searched for her mate.

The eventually found the ship that Hiccup had been telling his father about during their earlier argument, and she watched as her friends flew down and Snotlout suddenly grabbed Hiccup.

"Snotlout!" Hiccup cried as he was pulled higher into the air.

Snotlout just gave him a smug look, before he looked over at Ruffnut. "See how I care and provide?"

Ruffnut looked at him and she looked like she was about to vomit and she had Barf and Belch fly faster, trying to dodge nets.

"What's with all the nets?" Tuffnut shouted.

Caverna saw that there was a net going towards the twins and she nudged Snowcap's side and the dragon flew straight at it, blasting it into smithereens just as it was about to go around Ruffnut. Though Caverna recognised a look of awe on Ruffnut's face, and she looked in the direction that her friend was looking in and she saw a well muscled man, with dark hair, brooding eyes and tattoos covering parts of his body. The she saw Astrid, and her father, and as her father landed, she landed next to him, resting a hand on Snowcap's head as Toothless bounded down from the sails and nuzzled his mate.

"Two Night Furies?"

Caverna looked up and saw the guy that Ruffnut was still staring at and she raised an eyebrow. "Yes, two Night Furies." She told him, getting off of her dragon's back, just as the man was about to reach out and touch the dragons, Caverna suddenly went for him, and she ended up pinning him to the floor, his hands pulled behind his back.

"What the hell?" The man shouted.

"Who are you?" Stoick asked him.

"Eret, Son of Eret." The man told him. "Someone who is going to cause yo-" He suddenly screamed as Caverna pulled hard on his arms, one of her feet pushing his chest forward.

"Yeah yeah, let me tell you something, you can try." Caverna told him, before Eret suddenly threw her off him and onto the floor. Eret soon got o his feet and drew his sword, turning to look at Caverna as she sat up from where she had hit the floor, and her hood an mask fell down, causing Eret to pause and stare at her.

Shewas the most beautiful girl that he had ever seen, her dark auburn hair falling down her back now that she wasn't wearing her hood, and her hazel eyes, steeled with such ferociousness and promises of pain and torment...She was gorgeous. However, he suddenly found himself looking up at the sky as he landed hard on his back on the deck of the ship and Caverna was stood over him, a sword at his throat, though she wasn't looking at him, but at Hiccup and Stoick.

"Hiccup, we're going home!" Stoick ordered.

"No dad, I really think that I could make Drago see sense." Hiccup was telling him, his voice almost pleading with his father to let him complete the task that he had set himself. "After all, I made you see sense."

"Drago Bloodvist isn't like me Hiccup, he will kill you." Stoick told him son.

"Hiccup, for once, just listen to dad." Caverna told him as Grump, who was Gobber's dragon, ended up sitting on the man that she had held down with a sword pointed at him. with the man held down, Caverna walked to her brother and father and she stood in between them.

"Hiccup, dad is right, Drago Bloodvist is a mad man." Caverna told him. "He won't listen to anyone, let alone a twenty year old like you."

Hiccup looked at his sister frustration clear on his face. "That may be what you think, but I'm still going." Hiccup told them, and he pushed past his sister before he got onto Toothless' back and rider and dragon flew off, soon getting lost in the clouds.

Watching them go, Caverna sighed and she noticed that Stoick had stopped Astrid as she was about to take off after her husband.

"No, lead the others back to Berk."Stoick told Astrid who looked instantly deflated at her orders. "I've had enough mutiny for one day." He continued as he walked back to his daughter and best friend, though he noticed that Ruffnut had lay down beside Eret and was stroking his arm. "Ruffnut, go home!" He ordered.

At the order the other blonde groaned. "Okay!" he moaned, before she reluctantly left her new piece of eye candy and got back onto her dragon, flying off with Snotlout following.

"Caverna, Gobber and I will go and search for Hiccup, the rest of you go back to Berk." Stoick told them as he mounted his dragon once more.

As Stoick and Gobber went into the air, Caverna stayed on the deck of the ship for a little longer, since Fishlegs had landed Meatlug next to Snowcap and she was looking up at him.

"Be safe." Fishlegs told her.

"Don't worry, I will." She told him with a small smile, pulling her hood up, before she leant her head into his hand as he gently rested a hand on her left cheek. "Look after the others, and please be the voice of reason to Astrid."

"I will." Fishlegs smiled, leaning down as Caverna leant up and they shared a fleeting kiss, before Caverna pulled away and pulled her mask up over her mouth to just under her eyes and she ran back to her dragon, jumping onto her back and they flew off in opposite directions to her friends, catching up with Stoick and Gobber. As they left, Eret watched them go, he had seen the exchange between Fishlegs and Caverna and he had seen the love and protectiveness that they felt towards each other in their actions towards each other and only one thing was going through his mind. How did he get someone like her!


	35. The Search for Hiccup

It had been hours since Caverna, Stoick and Gobber had split from the teens in order to find Hiccup, and they seemed to be flying endlessly.

"Caverna, break off, you and Snowcap search the right, Gobber, you and Grump search the left, I'll keep flying straight, meet up again in three minutes." Stoick ordered.

"Aye Chief." Gobber told him, whilst Caverna simply nodded, though it wasn't like Stoick could hear her since she was wearing her full mask to protect as much of her body from the cold as possible. So without a word, Caverna and Snowcap flew off into the direction that the chief had given them. As they flew, Caverna pulled the bottom of her mask down, she moved to stand up, her feet still in the stirrups of her saddle and she looked around, cupping her hands over her mouth.

"Hiccup!" She shouted. "Hiccup, where are you?" She kept shouting, along with whistles that she used with Toothless.

This continued for a few minutes, before she gave up, sitting back in the saddle, as Snowcap turned her head back to her and growled low in her throat, causing Caverna to pet her.

"It's okay girl, we'll find them." She told her dragon, before she watched Snowcap as she started to jerk her head to the sides, sniffing the air. "What is it Snow?"

Suddenly Snowcap shot forward and down towards a pool of water that was just visible in the ice. In this water, there was a small object floating in it, as Snowcap flew close, Caverna grabbed it and she gasped, recognising what it was – Hiccup's helmet! In her haste, she put a hand in her saddle bags and she pulled out her horn as Snowcap flew back to the sky, she blew on it and when she was able to hover, Snowcap let out some plasma blasts.

Meanwhile, Gobber had flown back to his chief, and they were flying around looking for Hiccup and now Caverna together.

"Boar-headed, just like his mother." Stoick was telling Gobber as they flew through the blistering cold snow. "Aye, she could never stay put either."

"Aye, he's just twenty, and a Viking!" Gobber exclaimed. "I mean, could there be a worst combination? I remember when you were that stubborn and senseless...Oh...Well nothing has changed really."

Stoick sighed. "You know what he is like, he won't give-" Stoick cut off as he heard the horn. "It's Caverna, maybe she's found him." He urged Skullcrusher on and they soon came across the Night Fury and his daughter. "Caverna, have you found him." He took one look into his daughter's eyes and saw worry. "What's the matter?"

As he spoke, Caverna held out Hiccup's helmet. "Snowcap found it in the water." She nodded to the broken ice below them.

Stoick stared at the helmet before he gave it to Skullcrusher. "Find them Skullcrusher, find them."

With a roar, Skullcrusher flew off in what seemed to be a random direction, and Caverna and Gobber had both of their dragons follow the chief and Skullcrusher, hoping that they would find Hiccup and soon.

However, Hiccup was having something bigger to deal with. The reason why he had lost his helmet in the first place was because of a person who rode the back of a four-winged dragon and with a swarm of dragons, had snatched him from on top of Toothless' back and flew off with him, taking him to their nest. Right now, Hiccup was being led through tunnels in the nest by the mystery person, who had suddenly told him that she was actually his mother!

"You can't just say that and run off." Hiccup told her as he tried to follow her, though he got a lot of help from Toothless who plodded along behind him.

"Hurry, hurry." The woman told him, still climbing with ease through the tunnel, over rocks and under wedges.

Eventually Hiccup was out of the tunnels and he came into an area filled with dragons flying around, he looked around in awe, before he looked up and found the woman that he had been following nestled into the wings of her four-winged dragon.

"This is where you've been for twenty years?" He asked her, tough he all received was a smiling nod. "You've been rescuing them." He accused.

"Do you like it?" She asked him, her voice soft yet tinged with the slight worry that he would think that she had wasted her efforts and left him for no reason.

"It's unbelievable." Hiccup whispered.

"You're not upset?" The woman asked in relief.

"No...Well...Uh...I don't know...It's a lot to take in to be frank." Hiccup told her, and he really looked like he was struggling to work out what was going on. "It's not every day you find out that your mother is a crazy feral dragon lady." He told her.

This caused the crazy feral dragon lady to laugh. "Well, at least I'm not boring." She told him as her dragon put her back onto the ground.

"I guess there is that." Hiccup told her as his attention was stolen by a dragon who wanted his attention, and he gladly gave it, stroking the dragon's snout happily, causing the woman to smile more.

Hiccup suddenly turned around and he saw that Toothless has become surrounded by some other dragons, and as his dragon cowered that came closer and closer, until they got too close and Toothless snapped at them. The snap caused both Hiccup to laugh and his mother to look at the Night Fury in awe.

"May I?" She asked, gesturing to Toothless, and when Hiccup nodded, she got down low to the floor and walked over to the Night Fur, keeping low, holding a hand out for Toothless to sniff. When Toothless didn't attack her, she knelt down in front of him. "Oh he's beautiful."

At the compliment, Toothless nuzzled against this strange woman, who he had identified as being the mother to his Hiccup.

"Incredible." The woman laughed as Toothless brushed against her. "He may very well be the last of his kind." She told Hiccup as Toothless wrapped himself around the woman.

"Actually...Um...He isn't the _only_ one." Hiccup told her.

"Have you found more?" She asked, looking at him in surprise.

"Well, I didn't...My um...sister did." Hiccup told her, rubbing the back of his neck in awkwardness.

"Your si-" She stopped at hearing what he had said. "Caverna...She's alive?"

Hiccup nodded. "You should see her, she's amazing." Hiccup told her.

The woman nodded, looking relieved to hear that her daughter was also alive, before she looked back at Toothless. "How did you ever manage to get him?"

"I found him in the woods; he was shot down...wounded..." Hiccup told her, trying to hide his guilt.

At hearing that Toothless had been injured, the woman stood up and she walked to a dragon that was sat next to Toothless, gently stroking its bottom jaw. "This Snafflefang lost its leg to one of Drago's iron traps." She walked to another dragon who sat with them. "This Raincutter had its wing sliced by razor netting." She told him, using her staff to raise the dragon's wing off of the floor, before she walked over to a third dragon who's eyes were a pale milky white. "This poor Hobblegrump was blinded by a tree snare, before he was left alone to die." She told him as she waited for the dragon to deem her safe and walk up to her. Hiccup watched the dragon's in sadness, before he noticed that his mother was now looking at the tail fin that he had made for Toothless.

"And what of this?" She asked, leaning down to Toothless' tail. "Did Dragon d his trappers do this too?"

"Oh...Uh...Well you see, I'm the one who shot him down." Hiccup told her, trying to ignore the look of horror on his mother's face. "But it's okay though, he got me back." He told her. "Didn't you bud; you couldn't save all of me could you." Hiccup asked his dragon as he scratched him. "You had to make it even, huh? So peg leg!" Hiccup told his mother as he held up his footless leg.

This soothed his mother for a while, before she brought him over towards the edge of the ledge that they were occupying and Hiccup saw the biggest dragon that he had ever seen.

"This is the Great Bewilderbeast." His mother told him. "One of the very few Alpha Species left." She looked at the bewildered look on Hiccup's face. "Every nest has it's queen Hiccup, but this is the King of all dragons. His icy breathe is what built our nest, a safe haven for all dragons. We all live under his care and his command, all except the babies who listen to no one."

Hiccup watched as his mother and dragons bowed as the dragon lifted his head and stared at them, before he suddenly felt a cold breath on his face and soon found ice in his hair and eyebrows.

"He likes you." His mother told him as she stood. "You must be hungry."

"Um, yeah I could eat." Hiccup told her.

"Good, it's feeding time." She told him as she led him away.

Meanwhile, the rest of the teens had landed on a floating iceberg not far from where they had separated from Stoick, Gobber and Caverna and Astrid and Fishlegs were getting worried.

"I don't like it; they should be back with Hiccup by now." Astrid told them.

"I don't like it either." Ruffnut told her. "Eret, Son of Eret was the man of my dreams, my everything." She cried out.

"But baby, I grew facial hair for you." Snotlout told her, looking hurt as he touched his facial hair.

"What if Drago shot them own or something?" Astrid asked them.

"Um Astrid, not to seem rude, but I don't want to hear the possibilities of my girlfriend being captured by a mad man." Fishlegs told her. "Look, they'll be back soon, we just have to wait."

"But what if he has, and they need our help?" Astrid asked him as she climbed onto Stormfly's back. "We have to find them." She told them as she steeled herself for takeoff.

"But Stoick said-" Fishlegs started.

"It doesn't matter what he said if they've all been captured." Astrid told him. "Come on! She called back as she and Stormfly both took off flying.

The other teens sighed, before they all mounted their dragons and followed her, Stoick really wasn't going to like this when he find out.


	36. What's Los Will All Be Found

Hiccup was having so much fun with his mother that he almost forgot about Berk and the fact that he had essentially been kidnapped. They'd gone to eat, but not in the way Hiccup had expected. They had flown over the ocean, with the other dragons of the nest following only to be caught in a sea of fish that the Bewilderbeast had brought up from the waters. From there, he'd shown her the map, and he'd found out that he had gotten his love an ability to draw from her as she sketched the map out in the snow, and they even watched Toothless have a go to. They'd glided off the cliffs with the other dragons and he'd watched his mother simply walk from dragon to dragon without any fear of falling or other problems.

"Oh, when I'm up here, I don't even feel the cold, I just feel..."

"Free." Hiccup finished, and they shared a knowing yet loving smile as they hovered in the air together.

"This is what it is to be a dragon Hiccup." She told him.

Hiccup suddenly had an idea which made him smile even wider. "It's all well and good to call yourself a dragon." He told her as he started to fix his contraptions. "But, can you fly?" He asked as he suddenly jumped from Toothless' saddle, causing his mother to gasp and scrambled to the edge of her saddle to watch as Hiccup plummeted towards the Earth, before suddenly unfurling his own 'wings' and he started to soar through the sky with his mother and Toothless. However, he soon got into some trouble as he flew straight towards a rock stack. Yet, just before he was about to hit it, Toothless wrapped himself around his human and held him close as they fell towards the earth, soon landing in a large pile of snow. Getting up, they heard Hiccup's mother laughing as she joined them.

"That was incredible!"

"Not bad yourself." Hiccup told her as he felt his mother's hand on his cheek and he rested his hand into her as they smiled at each other.

"All this time, you took after me." She whispered, brushing a hand through Hiccup's hair, before her looked at the sky. "We'd best be heading back." She told him before both mother and son flew back towards the nest on their dragons.

Later that night, Hiccup was lying on a surprisingly soft bed that his mother had made for him, trying to sleep, when he heard his mother approaching him. "Hiccup, will you tell me more about your sister?"

Hiccup looked at her for a brief moment, before he nodded, thinking of where to start since there was so much she didn't know about Caverna he was worried about how to tell her anything.

"Well...She's wonderful!" He eventually decided. "Dad and Gobber say that she looks a lot like you, but everyone else says that we could be twins we look that similar." He looked at the hopeful look on his mother's face. "But there's something that you should...Uh...Know..."

His mother looked at him. "What do you mean?"

"The island you left her on...They were attacked every night by a madman and his gang...People were killed, houses were burnt, women were raped...Caverna was one of these women." He told her, seeing the look of horror on his face. "But it gets worse; because she was so young and he was so violent...She's now barren."

His mother was soon on her feet and she walked away, a hand covering her mouth as she felt tears form as she remembered the little baby that she was leaving on an island with a village that promised her that her daughter would be safe and that she would be able to join her father and brother, then she realised something. "When did she find you?"

"Two years ago, and she's lived on Berk for almost all of those two years." Hiccup told her as he walked up behind her and put a hand on her shoulder. "She will forgive you, I promise."

His mother nodded and that night the two went to sleep, both with heavy hearts at the news of Caverna sunk in for Hiccup's mother and for Hiccup all over again.

Yet, the topic of their conversation, was still on Snowcap's back as she led the search for Hiccup, though now, Caverna had laid down on her dragon's back and was actually fast asleep, her hood and mask over her face as her only protection against the cold, whilst Stoick and Gobber flew not far behind them. Gobber had fallen asleep hours ago, sat up in his saddle, whilst Stoick remained wide eyed and alert. Snowcap occasionally looked back at her rider and she nuzzled her rider's hand which draped at her side, dangling in the air as they flew. Stoick smiled as he watched the exchange of protectiveness from his daughter's dragon, and he patted his own dragon's head.

"We're almost there Skullcrusher."

The dragon gave him a growl of agreement, and suddenly all dragons came to a stop. Before them was a towering mass of ice and rock, the biggest that Stoick had ever seen. Looking over at his sleeping friend and daughter, he reached other to hit the both of them awake.

"Gobber, Caverna, wake up." He hissed at them, watched Gobber jolt awake, mid snore and Caverna merely sit up, rubbing her eyes. Gobber was able to complain, until he saw the mess of ice and rock and his jaw hung open, speechless, Caverna simply stared at it, before she patted Snowcap's head.

"Are you sure girl?" She watched as Snowcap nodded her head and Caverna looked at her father. "How do you want to play this?" Caverna asked him.

"Gobber and I will go in; you and Snowcap stay on that patch of ice, below, with our dragons." Stoick told her, watching Caverna look down to see the piece of ice and she nodded before she and Snowcap flew down, Skullcrusher and Grump joining her after they had dropped their riders at the entrance to the mass.

Inside the nest, Hiccup was none the wiser that his father, mentor and his sister had reached the nest, in fact Hiccup was oblivious to most things, he was simply lounging in the grass watching the other dragons fly around the nest. He found his place oddly peaceful at the best of times.

"Well bud, we can't wait around for Drago to attack this place." Hiccup was telling Toothless, who was getting attacked by a group of baby dragons. As Toothless watched a baby dragon biting his tail, Hiccup stood up and got himself ready. "Alright bud, let's go-"

Toothless turned around, wondering why his rider had suddenly stopped, speaking and readied himself thinking that they were going to be attacked, before he relaxed at seeing that Stoick had put his hand over Hiccup's mouth. Hen Hiccup had finally released his father's hand from his mouth and got some air into his lungs again, Hiccup looked at him.

"How did you get in here?" He asked, in slight disbelief.

"We came to find you." Stoick told him, ignoring the question how and focusing more on the why. "No come on." He looked behind him where Gobber stood.

"All clear." Gobber whispered, and Stoick pulled Hiccup with him until his son started following him on his own accord.

"Wait dad...dad, there's something that you need to know." Hiccup told him as they made their way through the rock passage.

"Yeah, yeah, tell me on the way." Stoick told him rather dismissively.

"Well, this uh, isn't an 'on the way' kind of thing." Hiccup told him.

"I've heard enough Hiccup." Stoick told him, rather sternly, hoping that that would keep his son quiet – it didn't.

"This is part of the Earth shattering development, variety."

"Yeah, just add it to the pile." Stoick told him, still dismissing whatever Hiccup was trying to tell him as he somehow managed to squeeze his giant frame through the tiny gaps, before he managed to let out a whistle.

"Dad, unlike most surprises, that I spring on you, this is one that I can guarantee that you will like." Hiccup told him, still trying to keep up. "You just need to handle it delicately."

Both of them stopped as they saw Gobber staring at something through a gap in the rocks, and at hearing them, Gobber turned around and he looked like he had seen a ghost.

"I'll let you handle this one." He told Stoick, moving out of the way of the gap, so that Stoick could walk forward.

However, as he walked forward, Stoick pulled out his sword, and this caused Hiccup to panic. "Oh, uh, dad, you really don't what to do that."

Stoick completely ignored Hiccup, pushing himself through the gap; however, the sight that followed made him freeze in place, his eyes wide in what was either shock or fright. Stood on the other side of the clearing, was Hiccup's mother, and she was staring right back at Stoick. As Gobber and Hiccup flanked Stoick, Hiccup let out a sigh of relief as his father dropped his sword but he was surprised that his father actually took off his helmet as well.

"I know what you're going to say Stoick." Hiccup's mother told him, though she looked rather scared at being face to face with his husband once more. "How could I have done this? How could I have stayed away all of these years, leaving you to raise Hiccup alone, why didn't I come back to you?" She continued, as Stoick walked towards her. "Well what sign did I have that you could change Stoick?" She asked him. "I pleaded with all of you to stop the killing, but none of you ever listened."

As she spoke, Hiccup noticed that there were dragons walking towards his mother and father from all directions and this was starting to make him nervous, however he was broken by Gobber speaking to him.

"This is why I never married." Gobber told him as they watched his parents.

"I thought that Hiccup would be better off without me!" She told him, sounding close to tears, gripping her staff as if it was her only lifeline left. "And I was wrong; I see that now...But..." She suddenly let out an ooph as she hit the ice wall behind her and she stayed up at Stoick, suddenly ore scared than ever, because through all of this, Stoick had remained passive and silent. "Stop being so Stoick, Stoick, go on, shout, scream, and do something!" She pleaded, her eyes welling with tears. She let them tears fall when Stoick rested a large hand on one side of her face.

"You're as beautiful as the day I lost you." Stoick whispered to her, before they both leaned in and shared a deep yet loving kiss. Hiccup smiled in relief as he saw hat not only the other dragons back off, but that his parents were back together.

After a few minutes, Gobber decided to break the silence and he looked over at Stoick and Hiccup's mother. "Stoick, Valka, I'm sorry to interrupt, but Stoick haven't you forgotten someone?"

Stoick had to think for a few minutes, before he remembered that their daughter was still on the iceberg with their dragons. "Ah...Yes...Valka, there's someone else that you need to meet."

Hiccup's mother, now known as Valka, looked at him before she remembered what Hiccup had told her that night, her daughter was still alive and living on Berk, she must have come with her father to find Hiccup.

"Okay, I want to meet my daughter." Valka told them, before she followed Stoick, Gobber, Hiccup and Toothless through the tunnels back to the ledge that Hiccup had been on and they found a Night Fury stood on the ledge, with someone clad in leather and weapons sitting on her back. Everyone but Valka knew who these two were, and Toothless warbled as he ran over to the couple, watching the rider dismount and turn around just in time to move out of the way as Toothless tackled the other Night Fury.

Hiccup smiled at seeing the figure and he met her halfway as she began to walk towards them, her mask over her face so only her deep hazel eyes were visible, and as soon as they were within touching distance, he pulled her into a hug.

"I missed you." Hiccup told her.

"Well, you're in big trouble." Caverna told him, though only he could have heard her and as Stoick coughed, the siblings broke apart.

"Caverna, there's someone that you should meet." Stoick told her and as he moved so that she could see Valka, he watched his daughter pull her mask and hoods down, the fur hood and then her leather hood underneath, and she looked at the woman.

Valka looked at her daughter in amazement, since like her brother; she had only seen her daughter as a baby and nothing more, though she hadn't really had time to have a god look at Caverna when she was born.

"Caverna..." The mother whispered.

Caverna kept facing the woman, but her eyes moved to give Stoick, Gobber and Hiccup questioning looks, since she had no clue about how to address the woman who was now edging closer and closer towards her.

"Cavern, this is our mother, Valka." Hiccup told her.

At hearing her brother, Hiccup felt his sister tense so much that she seemed permanently frozen in place, and she didn't even seem to be breathing. Valka had also frozen, though not to the same extent as Caverna, but close enough. After the longest period of time, Caverna finally spoke, though her voice was no more than a whisper.

"You left me..."

Throughout all of this, Snowcap and Toothless were pawing at each other as Toothless pinned his mate to the floor, on her back.

"_I was so worried about you._" Snowcap told him as she leant up to nuzzle him gently.

_"__I know and I'm sorry._" Toothless told her, nuzzling her gently in return.

"_Who's that female?_" She asked, nodding over to Caverna and Hiccup's mother.

Toothless looked over at Valka and then he looked back at his mate. "_She's our rider's mother, apparently._" Toothless told her with an almost shrug, in truth he wasn't that keen on the fact that his boy's mother had been absent from his life for so long, but he could feel how unhappy that Snowcap was over it. Especially when he noticed his mate get out from underneath him and run to her rider, wrapping herself around her as she saw Caverna freeze, though she consequently pushed Hiccup out of the way and onto the floor when he lost his balance. Toothless walked over and helped Hiccup back to his feet before he looked at Snowcap who was baring her teeth a Valka, warning her to back off from her girl, this didn't surprise anyone but Valka, but what did surprise the men, was that Snowcap even bared her teeth at Hiccup when he tried to get closer to what Toothless assumed to be to comfort his sister.

"Snowcap, it's alright, I'm not going to harm her." Hiccup tried to tell the dragon, but nearly lost his hand when he stretched it out to the Night Fury and she snapped her jaws in warning.

Snowcap was feeling edgy because Caverna had actually stopped breathing since her whisper and she was as still as stone, as if she had turned into a statue at the mention that this woman was her mother, and this worried Snowcap because she had never seen her rider like this before, but she still heard Valka's words.

"I know." She whispered.


	37. Troubles Brewing

Valka jumped back as the Night Fury kept growling, and she looked back as she felt a hand on her shoulder and saw that it was Stoick.

"Snowcap, stop." Stoick ordered, though Snowcap was being brave and she ignored him, wrapping tighter around her rider.

"Snowcap, be calm, everything is alright." The order came from Caverna and Snowcap went quiet and still, before she let Caverna move.

"She's fascinating." Valka whispered.

"Yeah, she is." Caverna agreed as she petted her dragon's head before Snowcap moved off to join Toothless.

"Caverna..." Valka started, watching as her daughter turned to face her. "Could you ever forgive me?"

Caverna simply shrugged. "I don't know, maybe."

Valka nodded, gad that Caverna had started yelling and was actually answering her in a calm way, and though the fact that she was extremely calm, made Valka feel slightly nervous. After a while of uncomfortable silence, Gobber finally spoke.

"Well, I don't know about you lot, but I'm starved."

Valka looked at them. "Of course, we need some food, Hiccup, Caverna could you both go and catch us all some fish?" She asked the two.

"Of course" Hiccup told her, looking back at his sister. "Come on." He climbed on top of Toothless' back, as Caverna climbed onto her own saddle and the two shot off, their dragons swooping around each other.

When Hiccup was sure that they were alone, he looked back at his sister who had her eyes trained straight ahead, her hands tight on the reigns of Snowcap's saddle, the cutest little frown on her face.

"You should give her a chance you know." Hiccup shouted over.

"Why, she didn't exactly give me one?" Caverna asked him, as she got Snowcap to hover.

Hiccup stopped to hover just above her and he looked at her. "She wanted you to be safe, just like she wanted me to be safe so she stayed away."

"But I wasn't safe!" She told him. "Everyone knew of the stories of that island, and yet she still left me there."

"It's not her fault that you got attacked!" Hiccup told her.

"She left me there!" Caverna shouted.

"Alright, let's just get the fish and get back." Hiccup told her, pinching the top of his nose, between his eyes, before he and Caverna set about catching fish. When they had gotten enough, they headed back to where Hiccup and their mother had been staying and they found Valka, Stoick and Gobber standing around and talking as Valka admired their dragons.

"I told you I had changed their minds." Hiccup told her as he landed Toothless and went straight over to the older Vikings.

Valka looked at him, beaming. "Aye, you did and I'm sorry I didn't believe you." She told him resting a hand on one side of his face, before they looked up as they heard something shake the cave and they found Snowcap had climbed onto the ceiling, Caverna nestled in her wings and both rider and dragon looked rather comfortable as Snowcap closed her eyes and Caverna started to sharpen her daggers.

Valka watched her daughter and she looked over her leather attire and then at her weapons that were strapped there, then she noticed the fur hood that was also attached, before she started to help Stoick and Hiccup make dinner.

As they made dinner, Valka listened to Hiccup as he told her what Berk had become since she had left and in truth she was surprised and kept looking to Stoick for confirmation, which he gave happily.

"Mom, you wouldn't believe it, where we used to make weapons, we now make saddles, wing slings, you name it, and we now make it." Hiccup told her as he got some fish out of a basket and fed them to Toothless and Snowcap who had brought Caverna down so that she could also eat. "You wouldn't believe just how much everything has changed."

"Your son has changed Berk, for the better." Stoick agreed, looking over at Caverna. "And so has your daughter." He told her, as he gently gripped her shoulders, but it caused Valka to jump and she dropped all of the food. As the dragons cleared up the mess of food, Valka looked at Stoick apologetically.

"I'm a little out of practice." She told him sheepishly.

"That's alright; I didn't marry you for your cooking." Stoick told her.

"I hope not." Gobber whispered to Caverna. "Her cooking was almost as bad as yours used to be."

"Once you move back in." Hiccup told her. "With your dragons and ours, Drago won't even stand a chance and everything will be okay."

"Slow down, son." Stoick told him as he watched Valka walk away to get some water and he rested a hand on his son's shoulder. "It's a lot to take in." He told him, pulling Hiccup into him.

"Oh...Right...Gotcha..." Hiccup told him as he moved to sit with his sister and Gobber.

As he sat down, he watched his parents and he suddenly heard his father whistling a tune, and judging from how his mother froze, she knew the tune well.

"Oh, I love this one..." Gobber smiled, leaning back into his dragon, his arms moving around like a conductors.

By now, Stoick had made his own over to Valka and he had taken the jug away from her, just as he actually started to sing.

_I'll swim and sail on savage seas_

_With ne'r a fear of drowning_

_And gladly ride the waves of life_

_If you will marry me_

Hiccup watched his parents in wonder and amazement as his father sang to her, and he looked at Caverna who was watching the floor as she brushed her hand to Snowcap's scales.

_No Scorching sun or freezing cold_

_Will stop-_

"Stop me on my journey!" Gobber had also started singing though when he caught the look that Stoick gave him, he stopped and sat back down. "Sorry."

_If you will promise me your heart_

_And love..._

"And love me for eternity." Valka sang alongside him and she kept singing as she moved away.

_My dearest one, my darling dear_

_Your mighty words astound me_

_But I have no need for mighty deeds when I feel your arms around me_

As they started to dance to the song, laughter filled the gaps and Hiccup couldn't keep the smile from his face, though he noticed that Caverna had long since left the group and he saw her walking outside.

Whilst she was outside, she stood on the edge of the ice overlooking the cold dark sea, and she didn't hear it but soon felt something press against her back and she turned around to see Snowcap sat behind her.

"Hey Snow." She whispered, holding her hand out to the dragon, whom bumped her nose against it with a purring noise. "I can always count on you, right?"

Snowcap looked up at her rider and she nodded. _"Of course you can, you silly human."_

Caverna may not have understood exactly what Snowcap had said to her, but it didn't stop her from wrapping her arms around her dragon's neck and hugging her tightly. "Thank you, Snow."

Snowcap nuzzled her before she suddenly pulled away and sat up straight, sniffing the air.

"Snowcap, what's the matter?" Caverna asked looking at her.

Snowcap moved her head towards the edge of the cliff, trying to get her rider to look and when Caverna did, she stood there in shock. As Caverna was talking to her dragon, a whole fleet of ships had managed to dock on the shore of the island that they were on and already there was an army ready for battle.

"We have to warn everyone." Caverna told her dragon and she pulled her horn from her saddle, just as they were noticed and just as they were fired at, she blew on the horn.

Back inside, Hiccup was having a family moment with his parents, but that soon stopped as he heard the horn and he looked at his dad. "That's Caverna, something's wrong."

Stoick, Valka, Gobber and Hiccup all ran outside, followed by their dragons and they got there just in time to see something hit the ice that was underneath Caverna and Snowcap's feet.

"Caverna!" Hiccup shouted as the ice started to crumble under his sister's feet and he winced at her scream as the ice fell and so did she.


	38. Saving the Dragons

_"__Snowcap!"_ Toothless cried as he saw his mate and his rider fall into the mass of ice and rock below and he raced to the edge but he couldn't see anything.

"Caverna..." Hiccup whispered, staring at the space in which his sister had been beforehand, before he felt a hand on his shoulder and found Stoick there, he was also staring at the same spot. "She's gone..." He whispered.

"I know son..." Stoick whispered.

"No more talking dad, we need to get rid of Drago." Hiccup told him.

"Val, what's the plan?" Stoick asked.

"We do this together, as a family." Valka told him as she ran back inside to get ready and Hiccup and Stoick followed. "We need to avenge her."

"We will." Stoick promised helping Valka onto the back o her dragon before he and Hiccup climbed onto their dragons.

Hiccup looked down at a now very sad Toothless and he rubbed his head. "It's alright bud; we'll make them pay for harming them."

Toothless gave him a growl in agreement, before he flew off after Hiccup's parents, by the time that they got into the sky and found that the battle had already begun. Hiccup took a second to take in the scene before him and the first he saw was Astrid.

Astrid hadn't seen Hiccup yet since she was in the mindset of battle, and she was trying to not fall from her dragons back as Eret had taken up the whole saddle.

"Stormfly, spine shot!" Astrid shouted, and as the words left her lips and she was about to be hit, a plasma blast suddenly blew away the people who were aiming for her.

"Where have you been?" Astrid asked her saviour, flying close to her husband.

"Catching up with mom." He nodded to where they could see Valka and she was bringing the Alpha out of the ice fortress.

Astrid looked up at the figure in surprise. "That's your mother?" She screamed over the noise, before something hit her as she looked around. "Where's Caverna?"

Hiccup looked at Toothless as he whined. "She's gone, when he shot the cliff edge, she was on it, she and Snowcap fell."

Astrid reached a hand out to him and Hiccup done the same to her. "I'm so sorry Hic."

Hiccup gently squeezed her hand before they were suddenly pushed apart by a weapon coming towards them. "I will come and find you when this is over."

"Not if I find you first." Astrid shouted after him as he flew off in another direction to her in order to help some dragons who had gotten caught in Drago's traps.

Meanwhile, under a pile of ice, Caverna and Snowcap were well buried, though Caverna had the weight of both the ice and her dragon on top of her. Yet the crushing feeing that she had didn't scare her, instead she focused on the low heartbeat of her dragon and she closed her eyes.

"Snowcap, it's okay." Caverna managed to get out, resting a hand on her dragon that was pressed above her. "Just rest." She whispered.

Snowcap gave her a grumble, before she suddenly blasted the ice off of them and Snowcap stood up, shaking her whole body to get warmth back and to shake off any other ice and snow that had stayed on her, before she looked back at her rider. Caverna didn't get up when she felt the weight of Snowcap and the ice lift, instead she remained lying there and in truth she was in agony. At hearing the worry filled mewls of her dragon, she turned her head, just in time for Snowcap to take her arm in her gums and almost throw her onto her back and into her saddle. When she was on the saddle, Caverna forced herself to sit up properly and she took hold o the leather straps that were the reigns that she held to fly with her dragon and she looked down at her dragon.

"Thank you." Caverna whispered to her, before she suddenly popped some of her own bones back into place, the pain that accompanied it not bothering her. "Now let's help our people." She told her as she pulled her hood and mask on, before Snowcap shot off towards the battling dragons.

As she flew, she watched as a large man with a stick that she remembered quite clearly as Drago Bloodvist, started hollering and waving around a stick, before suddenly a giant white dragon rose from the sky, it was another Alpha. She watched in amazement and shock as this Alpha started an attack on the resident Alpha and she soon saw her mother getting out of the way on her dragon's back. But whilst Valka didn't see it, Caverna did, there was a net flying straight towards her mother and her dragon, Caverna shouted for her to look out, but she didn't hear until it was too late and the net collapsed around her, forcing her dragon to the ground and for her mother to be unseated. Valka watched in horror as Drago stood before her telling his alpha to attack, and suddenly anger over took her.

"No you-" The words were suddenly knocked out of her as Drago suddenly hit her across the face, sending her across the ground on her back.

Caverna was able to see all of this and she suddenly quickly dug her heel into Snowcap's side. "Come on Snow, we have to help her."

As Snowcap hot off, Caverna made sure that she had a clear path by using her swords to get rid of as much of the obstructions as possible.

Meanwhile, Valka was crawling backwards trying to get away from the man, before he suddenly pinned her to the floor by standing on her chest and as she tried to remove his foot, he removed her helmet, laughing as he readied his spear. Valka expected the end, but she didn't expect a blur of black to go past her and take Drago with her. In shock, she quickly stood up and found a figure all dressed in black standing before her, swords drawn and a night fury above her, keeping herself in the air, ready to strike as Drago brought himself to his feet.

"Don't you dare touch her!" The voice told him, as the person put one sword back in its holster and removed their hood and mask, shaking her hair out to reveal that Caverna was the one to come to her mother's aid.

"Caverna..." Valka whispered. "How can this be?"

"Can I explain this later; someone needs to stop the Alpha." Caverna told her looking back at her.

Valka nodded and she freed Cloudjumper, before she got onto his back and they shot off into the air, though not before Valka heard Drago's words to her daughter.

"I remember you when you were a little girl, you had spirit." Drago told her as he circled her.

Whenever he got close, Snowcap growled at him, but Caverna looked up at her dragon. "Go and be safe, I'll find you when this is over." She watched Snowcap fly away, just as the man started to speak, again.

"For the Leather Warrior, it is over." The man smirked, before he suddenly let out a battle cry and he ran at her, but as he was about to hit her, Caverna suddenly had a sword up, blocking him and before he could blink, her other sword slashed his armour. It didn't create much damage, but she did cut him and at that moment, that was enough for her.

"Ten years changes a lot of things Drago." Caverna told him, holding one sword to her side and pointing the other at him.

"I'm sure it does." He sneered. "Stoick the Vast's daughter, unable to have a family, unable to be a woman, so settles for looking like a man instead." He went to hit her again, but this time she blocked him and just caught his face with her swords.

This was how their fight carried on, each time one of them went to strike the other would hit them off, and Caverna showed just how agile she was, against the older man. Soon the fight was brought to the attention of Stoick and he saw Snotlout flying towards him.

"Snotlout, get my daughter out of there!" He shouted over, though he sounded shocked as he watched his daughter, after all only moments ago, he thought that she was dead.

"Yes, Sir!" Snotlout shouted back and he had Hookfang fly towards his cousin. "Caverna, jump!"

Caverna looked up and she nodded before she suddenly dug her swords into the ground and she used them to do a handstand before she changed the positioning of her wrists and she suddenly kicked Drago in the head. Leaving him on the floor, she put her swords back into their holsters and jumped onto a rock, jumping up and smiling as Snotlout caught her.

"Thanks Snotlout." She told him, hugging him briefly from behind, and together they rode on Hookfang's back, shooting down their enemies. Before she saw a sight that she knew that she never wanted to see – Hiccup was standing opposite Drago! That wasn't what scared her though, what scared her was that the Bewilderbeast was closing in on Hiccup and Drago.

"Snotlout, put me on the ground, I can still help." Caverna told her cousin.

"Alright, just be careful." He told her as Hookfang flew low and he watched her land on th ground.

"I will, have you got my back?" Caverna asked.

"I have." Snotlout smiled and he flew Hookfang overhead as his cousin ran towards the cliff and he fired at anyone that would be what he saw as too much for her to take down.

Suddenly she heard a loud voice call for her brother and she saw her father and mother running towards the cliff, so on instinct she did too, she was faster than her mother – much faster –so she overtook her quite easily. Yet as she got to where her brother once stood on the cliff, she was blinded by a sudden blast. And when her eyes adjusted the sight before her made her wish the blindness was never ending.


	39. Death of a Chief

Both Hiccup and Caverna were frozen for a few seconds once they were able to take in the scene before them after the flash of light. They both noticed their father lying on the floor, his helmet on the floor and he didn't seem to be breathing, and they noticed Toothless breathing heavily, steam coming from his mouth like it normally did after he fired a plasma blast. However, they suddenly dashed over to their father, helping each other to push the bulks of ice off of his chest and the rest of his body and Caverna tried to shake him awake.

"Dad, wake up!" She shouted. "Dad!"

Valka then ran over to them and she rested her head on Stoick's chest and the siblings held their breath, before she looked at them and shook her head, her eyes filling with tears. As the news that his father was dead sank in, Hiccup curled into a ball and started to sob onto his father's chest as his mother sat next to him, a hand on his shoulder. Caverna simply sat there watching the scene before her and she noticed Toothless shy over, staying close to her as he sniffed Stoick's hand. As he tried to comfort his rider, Hiccup pushed him away.

"This is your fault, so just leave us alone!" He shouted at the dragon that shied away from everyone and ran back towards the edge, close to Drago.

Caverna stood as she watched Astrid run over as she and the others landed their dragons and she soon felt a hand on her shoulder as Gobber stood beside her then she soon felt arms around her as Fishlegs joined her and she nestled into him. Her mind was too full to notice Toothless being put under the new Alpha's control, and he done the same with Stormfly, Meatlug, Barf and Belch and Hookfang and soon all of the dragons left, leaving the rest of the teens and adults looking rather distressed.

Eventually, it was time for the chief to set sail and whilst the other teens gathered around to grieve, Caverna managed to get a boat that was seaworthy enough ready, and Gobber found some arrows and bows that had been left behind. Then along with the help of Snotlout, Gobber, Eret and Fishlegs, Caverna managed to load her father's body on the boat. Once he was on the boat, she laid his sword in his hands that she placed neatly on his chest and then she covered his body with the sheet, leaving his face free for now as everyone came and paid their respects. First it was the twins who told him what an awesome leader he was. Then it was Snotlout who said that he would always respect him and promised to look after Hiccup. After him, came Fishlegs who thanked him for keeping Caverna on the island and for allowing him to court her. Then it was Eret who simply thanks him for sparing his life when Stoick had come to his boat. Then it was Valka who apologised for not being there those past twenty years, but then thanked him for allowing her to rekindle their relationship for the short time that they had together. Then it was Astrid who thanked Stoick for welcoming her into their family after what had happened to her, and for allowing her to marry Hiccup. Next it was Gobber, and the old blacksmith struggled to keep tears from his eyes as he thanks his chief and best friend who everything that he had done for him in the past. Then it came to Hiccup, and the young man walked to his father and as he was about to break down, he managed to get a few words out.

"Thanks dad, for everything, for Caverna, for the tribe, for accepting me, just for everything."

Finally, it was Caverna's turn and she felt everyone's eyes on her as she walked to where Stoick's face was uncovered and she rested a hand on his forehead as she finally started to speak and unlike everyone else there was no sadness in her voice.

"Well, didn't think I'd have to do this for a long time dad, but to be honest I'm glad it was now and not later." She could practically feel the puzzled faces behind her. "I'm going to miss you, but I find this easier to accept, sure that Odin fucked up when he decided on me huh? I am thankful to you, dad, you've really given me a new life, and now I've got things to look forward to, thanks to you. So thank you and I hope that you hold a light for Hiccup and I when it's our time to join you in the halls of our fathers." She told him with a kiss to his now cold forehead. "See you soon." She whispered. When she was ready, she stepped off of the boat and with Eret's 'help' they pushed the boat out to sea. She walked up to stand beside her brother as he readied his arrow to fire flames onto the boat, and she watched him.

"You can do this." She whispered and she readied her own arrow, and they moved in sync as they readied their arrows, took aim and fired. Both of them hitting the boat and setting it alight, it was soon joined by a rain of other arrows, and soon the whole boat was sailing further away, burning furiously.

Afterwards, everyone sat around on the rocks, silent and sad. Hiccup was leaning back in Astrid's arms as she sat on the rock, Valka was sat with Gobber on another rock, whilst Snotlout sat by their feet, still trying to act tough. When really, the only tough one there was Caverna who was sat next to Fishlegs on the ground and Eret sat on a rock above her and the twins were sat on another rock, this time not fighting over it and looking rather morbid and quiet. However, eventually one of the twins spoke and it was Ruffnut, since she had been looking out on the dark murky water.

"Uh...Guys..."

"What is it Ruffnut?" Astrid asked as she moved a hand through Hiccup's hair.

"There's something floating in the water." She told them.

"Yeah, it's called Ice." Snotlout told her.

"No, it's black, ice isn't black." Ruffnut told them.

"Where Ruff?" Caverna asked as she walked over to the girl and when she was shown the direction, she soon saw what she was pointing at. "It's a dragon, it's floating on ice, it looks wounded..."

"But all the dragons were taken." Valka told her.

"Maybe injuries stop the Alpha from taking over." Fishlegs offered, before he looked at Caverna as he heard a clang and everyone did and they saw that Caverna had shook off her flight jacket and swords.

"Caverna, what are you doing lass?" Gobber asked her as he wandered over.

"That's Snowcap." Caverna told them. "I recognise her shape anywhere." She told him as she walked to the water's edge.

"Caverna if you go in there you'll freeze to death." Snotlout told her.

"If I don't then Snow will freeze to death." Caverna told him.

"Look, at least let someone go with you." Hiccup told her.

"I'll go with her." Eret told them, and with a nod and the removal of Eret's sword, both he and Caverna ran into the water and once they were chest deep, they dived in before swimming up towards the ice.

When they reached the ice, Eret helped Caverna onto it so that she could check the dragon and the minute the dragon opened her eyes, they were a deep almost sapphire blue and Caverna knew it was Snowcap.

"Easy girl, it's me."

_"__What are you doing here stupid, you could have drowned!"_ Snowcap told her rider, though Caverna wouldn't know that.

"Come on, lets get you back to dry land." Caverna told her as she took some rope off of her body and she used a dagger that was still attached to her leather pants so make a hole on one side of the ice and she managed to tie some rope through it before she passed it to Eret.

"Tie it around yourself." Caverna told him and he nodded, doing as she had said, before Caverna done the same on the other side of the ice and she tied the rope around her own body before she put the dagger back where she got it from. When they were both ready, she pressed a gentle kiss to Snowcap's head before she dived back into the water and she and Eret started to swim back.

Meanwhile, on land, Hiccup and everyone were watching this rescue operation, but suddenly Astrid grabbed his arm.

"Hiccup, look further out." She pointed to where she meant and they both saw a fin poking out of the water going towards them.

"Scauldron..." Hiccup whispered before he ran to the water's edge. "Caverna, Eret, swim faster!"

Caverna and Eret soon saw the fin as it moved in front of them and they stopped swimming, looking at each other and Caverna saw the fear in the young man's eyes, before she looked at Snowcap. "Snowcap, need a bit of help here."

Snowcap looked up and she saw the Scauldron fin disappearing under the water, and she scanned the water, before the ice was suddenly overturned and Snowcap was thrown into the water as the ice sank, taking Eret and Caverna under with it. As they were pulled further into the murky water, Eret tied to get out of the rope, but soon became tied tightly, whilst Caverna managed to slip out of hers with ease and she reached the surface coughing out water.

"Caverna, where's Eret?" Ruffnut shouted over as Caverna managed to get to Snowcap.

"I don't know." She shouted back, looking around. "Eret!" She soon had an idea and she took a dagger from her many hiding places and she took a deep breath before she dived back under. She completely forgot about the Scauldron as she reached Eret and she started to cut through the rope, but something suddenly threw her away from him, and she soon found herself face to face with the Scauldron. Yet, as it went to attack, something hit into it and Caverna saw Snowcap firing at the Scauldron to keep it away from her rider. At the Scauldron being distracted, Caverna swam back to Eret and she finished cutting the rope off of him and the pair swam up to the surface, coughing and taking in as large gulps of air as they could. Then they were suddenly covered in more water as Snowcap resurfaced and the trio made their way back to shore, crawling onto the land and Eret collapsed on his back just as Snowcap did and Caverna collapsed on her stomach.

"Make a fire, quickly." Hiccup told them as he helped his sister to her feet and he brought her over to the fire that Astrid had made.

When Caverna had warmed up, with the help of the fire and Fishlegs wrapping her in his arms, she watched Hiccup who had now begun pacing.

"So, what's the plan, Chief?" Gobber asked Hiccup as he watched him pace.

"I'm no Chief." Hiccup sighed.

"What do you mean Hiccup?" Valka asked.

"I'm not the chief that dad wanted me to be, and I'm not the peacekeeper that I thought I was, I don't know..." He sighed as Valka walked over.

"You came early into this world Hiccup, such a wee thing, so fragile, so frail; I feared that you wouldn't make it." She told him. "But your father, he never doubted, he always said that you would become the strongest of them all. And he was right." She told him, resting a hand on his cheek.

"I...Uh...I was always so afraid of becoming my dad, mostly because I thought that no one could be that great, or that brave..."

"But that wasn't what he wanted you to be." Caverna suddenly spoke up. "He never wanted you to be the bravest, or the greatest, he wanted you to just be you." She told him as she walked over to him. "He wanted you to be Hiccup. And you might not know what to do or how to act, but you will always learn. No one knows everything and in time, who knows, maybe you will become the Great Chief in the whole of the Archipelago, but you're still only Hiccup right now." She rested a hand on his brother's shoulder. "But you've just got to remember, a Great Chief isn't found in the deeds he does or the number of battles he wins, a Great Chief is made by the amount of people who respect him, and trust me, you are well respected Hiccup."

Hiccup looked at her and he suddenly hugged her tightly, staying silent until she hugged him back. "Thank you."

"Always." Caverna whispered to him as they hugged.

When they pulled away from each other, Hiccup looked back at the rest of the group and he seemed to have much more resolved now.

"A Chief protects his own, we're going back." Hiccup told them causing Caverna and Astrid to smile.

"Uh...With what?" Tuffnut asked.

"With dragons." Hiccup told him and he looked at Caverna. "Do you think that you can go back to Berk on Snowcap and warn everyone?"

"Hiccup, I doubt that there is any way that Snowcap could out fly the Alpha now." Fishlegs told him.

"Have a bit of faith Fishlegs." Caverna told him. "Even if she can't out fly him, we can still provide some defence for the village until you guys get back."

"Then that sounds like a good plan." Hiccup told her, and he watched her put her flight suit on and she pulled her hood over her head before she climbed onto Snowcap's back. "Make sure you're careful."

"I will be." She told him as she patted her dragon's head, but just as she was about to fly off, her wrist was grabbed and she saw that it was Fishlegs.

"Seriously take care, I don't want you hurt." He told her.

"I won't be, you be careful, too." She told him after she kissed him. "Look after Hiccup for me." She whispered, before she pulled her mask into place and she gripped the reigns. "Come on Snowcap; show them the meaning of haste." She told her dragon and all too soon, both rider and Night Fury were flying through the air, moving faster than anyone ever thought possible.


	40. Battle Cry

"Do you think she'll be alright?" Snotlout suddenly asked as they watched Caverna fly off from the beach.

"Yes." Hiccup told he and he sounded so positive of his sister and her dragon that Snotlout didn't dare ask anymore. "Now come, guys, this way." Hiccup led them, along with the help of his mother, through the tunnels that were still open until they reached the clearing where their Alpha once lived.

"Woah..."Astrid whispered looking around. "And you kept all of these dragons here?"

"Yes, the Alpha created this place with his icy breathes and we lived here in peace...Until today..." Valka told him.

"Hiccup, what are you doing lad?" Gobber asked as he watched the young man wrangle some baby Deadly Nadders.

"These little guys are how we are getting home." Hiccup told him as she managed to get one baby to stay still, with the help of Astrid, and he helped his wife onto the dragon's back, before he done the same with everyone else and then caught his own.

When everyone was ready, they got their dragons to fly into the air and they all headed out of the caverns of ice.

"How come these guys weren't taken by the alpha?" Astrid shouted over to Hiccup as she tried to keep her baby Nadder under control so that it was at least fly in the right direction.

"They're babies, they don't listen to anyone." Hiccup shouted back to her as he tried to rectify the same issue of keeping his dragon on the right path.

"Well this is extremely dangerous and careless!" Gobber shouted, as he flew off them, but he kept hitting every piece of ice that was around.

"But it's our only option." Hiccup shouted back as they kept up their movements, trying to find their way home.

Meanwhile, Caverna and Snowcap were nearly back on Berk, and they were moving faster than the speed of sound through the dark, almost fully eclipsed by it, then suddenly Caverna had an idea.

"Come on, Snowcap, to Sapphire's Island, she could possibly help us." Caverna told her.

Snowcap gave her a sound of agreement and she veered off course towards the island, and when they reached it, Snowcap hovered in the air as Caverna whistled. They waited for a few minutes and then there was a roar as Sapphire suddenly flew up to join them.

"Sapphire, we need your help."

The large dragon pushed her head into the hand that Caverna stretched out to her and Caverna smiled, before rider and dragons flew back towards the Island of Berk. Upon reaching the island, Caverna kept an eye on both of the dragons that were with her and neither of them was affected by the alpha, but she noticed that now even lightning had joined the mass of dragons that swirled around the alpha.

"Snowcap, we need to get Lightning away from him."

However, before Caverna could do anything, someone from the village spotted her and their cry of joy alerted Drago who looked over at her with an evil grin.

"Alpha, finish her!" He ordered and suddenly there was a swarm of dragons flying towards Caverna and Snowcap.

"Snowcap, Sapphire, time to disappear." Caverna told them and she watched Sapphire fly off before Snowcap fly at the dragons, before suddenly taking a turn away from them. Yet as they were flying towards the ground, Snowcap suddenly threw Caverna off making sure that she was safe on the ground as she was suddenly tackled by another much bigger dragon.

Caverna picked herself up off of the ground as she watched her dragon, and then she watched Sapphire fly over to protect her battle sister and the sight brought a small smile to Caverna's lips.

"That's my-"As she was distracted with her dragons, she was suddenly thrown to the ground by another dragon, before she lifted her head and found that she was surrounded by dragons, all of them going to fire at her.

"No!"

That was all she heard, before she saw her uncle, Spitlout, and Astrid's parents, along with some other villagers tackle the possessed dragons, letting Caverna have a clear run to where her swords ended up and she used the rocks that surrounded the area she was in and the ice that covered most of the floor to get onto the Bewilderbeast that held Drago and she drew her swords, running at him. Nothing was going through the young warriors head at that moment, except to avenge her father and to get her dragon back, so letting out a battle cry, she struck at Drago, only to have him block it with her staff and from then on, she rained attacks down on him like a woman possessed. Yet Drago matched each one of her attacks ad he soon gave her a swift hit to the side of her head which sent her down, and Drago simply pushed her off of the Bewilderbeast and onto the floor, luckily she wasn't too high up for it to do permanent damage, but it didn't half hurt. Caverna groaned as she stood up and she suddenly smiled in relief at seeing her brother and her friends arriving.

Drago looked at where she was looking before he looked at the Bewilderbeast. "Finish her!"

At his command, the Bewilderbeast suddenly lifted its head up to the ledge that Caverna was on before he suddenly shot a mouthful of ice at her.

"NO!" Valka and Hiccup's combined cry echoed through the air as Caverna braced herself for the chill of death, yet it never came and she soon saw why.

Opening her eyes, she saw Sapphire had landed in front of her and she was shooting fire at the Bewilderbeast, holding back his ice, yet whilst she was relieved at her rescue she soon felt distraught. Sapphire couldn't move now or she would be frozen to death, and she knew that she couldn't keep up her fire forever; she still had some form of shot limit, even if it was high. But that didn't stop Caverna from trying to get her dragon to leave.

"What are you doing, Sapphire get out of here!" She shouted at her dragon. "You'll freeze to death!"

Sapphire ignored her, looking towards Snowcap who looked rather beat up, but still able to maintain her flight and she managed to speak to her. _"Get her out of here, keep her safe, and keep yourself safe."_

Snowcap looked at the big dragon that was fighting off the slightly bigger Bewilderbeast in order to allow her rider to leave with her life and she nodded. _"I will, thank you my friend." _She suddenly swooped down and picked up her rider, throwing her onto her back as she got her out of the way. Snowcap eventually stopped when she was the same height up as Hiccup and said dragon flew to his sister, reaching over to take her hand and automatically she pulled him onto Snowcap's back with her and he slid his arms around her from behind as they watched. Eventually, Sapphire ran out of fire power, but the Bewilderbeast didn't, and he fired with direct aim and it sent sharp shards of ice into Caverna's dragon, one piercing her heart. Hiccup tried to get his sister not to watch, but she was frozen as she watched the light leave her dragon's eyes, yet she only snapped out of it as she heard Snowcap's mournful cry and she patted her dragon's head. "Let's save our friends."

Hiccup looked at her and he nodded, holding tight as Snowcap flew straight for Drago who had now mounted Toothless' back, seeming pleased that the biggest dragon was dead.

"You certainly are hard to get rid of." Drago told them as Caverna had Snowcap hover in front of him and Hiccup noticed his sister's dragon had closed her eyes and pressed her ear flaps right down.

"Toothless..." Hiccup sighed. "Hey, it's me bud, it's me, it's me. I'm right here bud, come back to me." Hiccup told him, his voice soft as he reached out to Toothless, though this just made Drago laugh.

"He's not yours, he belongs to the Alpha." Drago told him. "But please, oh Great Dragon Master, try your best."

"It wasn't your fault bud, they made you do it." Hiccup told him and Caverna could tell that he was trying to keep it together, just as Toothless was trying to shake off the Alpha's control. "You'd never hurt him, you could never hurt me." Hiccup told him as he rested his hand on Toothless' snout.

"How are you doing that?" Drago asked in amazement, as he felt Hiccup getting through to Toothless and the Night Fury shaking off the control of the Alpha.

"Please, you are my best friend bud." Hiccup told him in a whisper as he saw Toothless nearly shake off the control completely. "My best friend."

Then suddenly with a final shake of his head, Toothless had managed to free himself from the Alpha's control.

"No!" Drago suddenly shouted, hitting Toothless with his staff, this just proved to be a mistake as Toothless grabbed the staff and threw the man off of his back.

But now, without a rider, Toothless couldn't stay in the air, and this caused Caverna to look back at her brother. "Hiccup, go!"

"I'm coming bud!" Hiccup shouted as he jumped from the smaller Night Fury and as he fell towards Toothless, Caverna and Snowcap followed him. "I'm almost there bud!"

Suddenly both siblings were flying their dragons together, over the water, and up into the sky, looking back at the Alpha and Drago, Hiccup suddenly had an idea and he looked at Caverna. "We need to get those two apart!"

Caverna nodded and she watched Hiccup grab a ruined piece of red fabric and he tied it over Toothless' eyes, whilst both of them flew dodging ice.

"We've got to block him out Toothless." Hiccup told him, though this caused some debatable sounds from the Night Fury. "Do you trust me bud?"

To this, Toothless nodded, but before Hiccup put the fabric over his eyes, he took one last look at his mate, if this was the end; he wanted to take one last look at her.

"We can do this." Hiccup assured him, looking over at his sibling and her dragon. "The four of us, together."

Caverna looked over at him and she nodded. "Together, as one!"

Nodding, Hiccup set Toothless' tail fin and both riders picked up their speed as they shot towards the alpha.

As they passed over the village, they heard the applause, and a few words of encouragement from their friends and lovers, mainly Astrid's.

"Take him down, babe!" Astrid shouted to Hiccup.

As they passed their mother she gave them a triumphant smile. "Go get 'em." She told them tough she knew that they wouldn't hear her.

"Take control of them!" Drago shouted and as the Alpha tried to control them, both siblings rested a hand on their dragon's heads.

"Block it out." They told them in unison and as the Alpha blew ice at them, Caverna veered off whilst Hiccup froze Toothless' tailfin and managed to dodge it in time, only to fly in the opposite direction to his sister. The sight of this caused Drago to laugh, though it was cut short when he realised that Toothless' saddle was empty. He ended up turning around just in time to see Hiccup fly to him and unleash green smoke from his weapon and then ignite the trail, causing a blast that threw Drag from the Bewilderbeast and onto the ground. Caverna remained in the air as she watched her brother and Toothless reunite and fly towards her and then they both flew towards the ground. And just as they reached the ground, they both dismounted in enough time to see Hiccup throw his sword at Drago just as he went to grab his staff.

"Hold him there you two." Hiccup ordered the Night Furies as he put his 'wings' away and he and Caverna walked over as she removed the piece of her suit that covered her mouth.

"It's all over now." Hiccup told Drago, though neither sibling noticed the dust clearing and the Bewilderbeast behind them.

"Or, is it?" Drago asked and the siblings turned around, but just as they were about to be covered in ice, Hiccup pushed Caverna out of the way so that she fell into a rock.

However, she recovered just in time to see Hiccup get covered in ice.

"Hiccup!" She shouted, just as her mother landed next to the ice and she started hitting it trying to open it and get to him, but it was no use. The ice was much too thick. She then noticed that the other villagers had joined them and she caught the looks of grief on Astrid and Gobber.

Suddenly there was a blue light building up from inside the ice and as she stood up with Snowcap's help, she was suddenly pushed back down as an explosion ripped the ice apart, revealing a snarling and glowing Toothless and a well hidden Hiccup. In relief, danger be damned, she ran to her brother just as Toothless jumped onto an ice spike giving an almighty roar.

"He's challenging the Alpha." Hiccup shouted as Valka joined her children.

"He's challenging the Alpha, to protect you." She told him, and suddenly they watched as Snowcap joined her mate on another pillar of ice, both of them taking it in turns to shoot plasma blasts at the Alpha. Then both Night Furies moved to stand in front of their riders, allowing them to climb onto their saddles as the dragons that were once controlled by the Alpha, rallied around Toothless.

"No, no, no, no!" Drago shouted, grabbing his staff and running back to the Alpha, jumping onto one of his tusks. "Fight back." He ordered. "Fight back." He turned around and soon found that all of the dragons were now fighting for Hiccup and Caverna and they joined them in the air, both Night Furies standing side by side on a block of ice, their riders side by side and the rest of the villagers of Berk, looking on from the ground, all of the holding fury and anger in their faces.

"No do you get it?" Hiccup asked Drago.

"This is what it is, to earn a dragon's loyalty!" Caverna told him.

"Let this end, now!" Hiccup finished.

"Never!" Drago shouted and as he got the Bewilderbeast to attack, Toothless also got the other dragons to attack and them all shot fire balls and in Toothless and Snowcap's case plasma blasts, at the dragon.

As the shots hit home, there was a loud crack and everyone watched as one of the Bewilderbeast tusks was cut off, leaving the dragon to leave in shame and after an almost terrifying roar from Toothless – it did.

"The Alpha, protects them all." Hiccup told him, causing his sister to smile at him.

As the Bewilderbeast left, everyone on Berk erupted in cheers and Caverna turned around to see everyone standing there, happy and smiling and with a quick look at her brother, both siblings landed their dragons back on the ground.

As they both dismounted, the dragons returned to the ground as well and each dragon went back to their owners. Yet, not before they all bowed to Toothless, their new Alpha, well everyone but Snowcap who saw that her mate was starting to get a rather large ego at this and she hit him with her tail before she sat beside him.

_"__Hey!" _Toothless complained. _"What was that for?"_

_"__Just making sure you don't get a big ego, Alpha."_ Snowcap told him and it made Toothless smile as they shared a loving nuzzle.

As they watched their dragon, Hiccup and Caverna smiled at each other, before they embraced each other in a hug and they were soon joined by their mother, who they soon became a group hug.

"Your father would be proud of you." She told Hiccup. "Both of you." She smiled, touching one side of Caverna's head, to which she leant her head into her hand.

Hiccup smiled at the sight before he walked to Toothless and held his head in his hands. "You never cease to amaze me bud." He told him, resting his head on his dragon's. "Thank you."

However, the tender moment was soon broken, as Toothless suddenly pushed Hiccup to the ground and started to lick him.

"Toothless, you know that doesn't wash out." Hiccup complained before he watched everyone get renewed with their dragons, though none were louder than Astrid and Caverna.

"Stormfly!" Astrid shouted, running over to her Deadly Nadder and sharing an embrace.

"Lightning!" Caverna shouted and she was suddenly tackled by Lightning as he ran over, squawking.

Meanwhile, Hiccup was having a small moment with Skullcrusher, since now Stoick was dead, he needed a rider and Caverna soon had an idea as she joined him with both o her dragons.

"You know, you'd make a great Dragon Wrangler, someday." Eret spoke up as he walked closer.

"Yeah, maybe, but you know, Skullcrusher needs someone to look after him now, would you like to?" Hiccup asked him as Skullcrusher hit the man with his horn, though it was in a playful way it still scared Eret to death.

"Me?" Eret asked.

"Why not, you've proven yourself enough." Caverna told him. "And I'll teach you everything that you need to know."

Eret smiled at her as he watched her remove her hood, before he looked back at the dragon and petted his snout. "It would be an honour."

Caverna smiled as Fishlegs and Astrid soon walked over and Cavern threw her arms around her boyfriend as Hiccup embraced his wife.

"See, I told you it as in here." Astrid told him, touching his chest, before she suddenly flicked the switch making the back fin on Hiccup's suit shoot out, causing everyone to laugh.

"Haha, still doing that one." Hiccup rolled his eyes before he suddenly pulled his wife closer. "Come here you." He told her and with a wicked smile, his lips were pressed against hers in a searing kiss.

However, their kiss was broken as Gothi tapped Hiccup on his shoulder and she gestured for him to step forward and after a quick look to his sister who nodded, he did. When he was at a reachable height, Gothi put her finger on some soot and she used it to make the mark of the chief on Hiccup's forehead. When he stood up, Hiccup looked at his sister and she smiled and then he looked at Gobber who decided to suddenly address the whole village.

"The chief is home!" He shouted.

From then on, it was just the sound of applause as the village erupted, and Hiccup smiled as he heard his sister's voice over everything.

"Long live the chief!" She shouted over everything, and that was how the chant started, in fact that was the point that it never stopped.


	41. Pieces

Days had passed since Stoick's death and Hiccup had been made chief, but he was quick to name Astrid and Caverna as his consultants. No one had argued with their new chief since they knew that neither of the girls would allow the village to fall to ruin if they were left to run it when their chief was ill or away. However, right now their chief was going nowhere as he observed the cleanup operations that were happening after the attack of the Bewilderbeast. Though right now, Hiccup and Toothless were hovering over a house helping the Vikings who were rebuilding it by giving them more supplies to use, and Caverna was kneeling on Snowcap's back carving into the side of the mountain along with a few older Vikings, she wore no flight jacket, so her arms were bare and she looked sweaty in the sun, but she continued to work. Hiccup looked over at her and he smiled seeing what she had been working on, a stone carving of Stoick the Vast. Then he suddenly felt something brush his shoulder and he turned to find that Astrid had flown past him, dressed for the dragon race that was going on, and smiling he flew after her. Caverna ended up finishing the statue and she sat back on her hunches on Snowcap's back and she smiled to herself before she kissed her hand and she rested it on the statue, bowing her head to her Great Chief. At hearing Snowcap grumble a greeting to someone, she looked over and she saw Fishlegs ad Meatlug flying over to her.

"Hi." He smiled.

"Hey." She smiled back.

He held out a small flower to her and Caverna smiled at seeing it, taking it from him and she kissed his cheek, before she put it into her hair. Fishlegs smiled and he soon flew back to the race, he knew that he wasn't winning, but he didn't care, he had wanted to show his love to his girlfriend, who he hadn't really seen properly since they got back from Valka's island and she had lost her father and dragon.

He worried for her, since Caverna was the one to go up to the big house alone at night and spend the night alone, Hiccup and Astrid had moved out into a 'new couples' house not far from her, but still she was still alone. Valka didn't share the house with her, finding it too painful for her to live in the house that her husband held for so long, so she lived in her own hut not far from the sea and the dragon stables. He remembered the first two days after she had watched both Stoick and Sapphire die, and she shut herself away in her house, everyone knew that she wasn't eating and any visitors would be sliced by a flying dagger. Odin knows, not even Snowcap or Lightning went near the house. Finally, after two days of Hiccup, Astrid and Valka being worried for her, Fishlegs' own mother suddenly threw the front door open and found Caverna sat in front of the fire, she looked like she hadn't slept or even moved for two days as she started at the dying embers.

"Come now Child, have you moved at all?" Mrs Ingerman asked as she sat next to his son's girlfriend.

Caverna just shook her head, watching the fire eventually be snuffed out by the open door.

"Come on; let's get you something to eat." She told the brunette.

Caverna simply shook her head again, causing the older woman to sigh to herself.

"My dear, you need to eat." The woman told her, suddenly pulling Caverna to her feet and she brought her to the table as she went into the kitchen and found some simple ingredients to make a simple stew. As she cooked the stew, she didn't expect Caverna to suddenly start speaking again.

"It's my fault they're dead."

This caused the woman to look back at her and see how miserable and guilt ridden she looked as she stared at the wooden table before her.

"Caverna, sweetheart, none of this was your fault." She told her, moving to sit beside her.

"If I'd just ran that little bit faster, I could have stopped my dad, if I'd told Snowcap not to go to Sapphire's island, I could have saved my dragon, and this was my fault!" She suddenly shouted, though Mrs Ingerman never stopped her or scolded her.

"You couldn't have stopped what the gods wanted to happen."

"Damn the gods!" Caverna nearly screamed. "What else can they fuck up for me? Take away my brother, my boyfriend, or my friends?"

"Now dear, the Gods must have something wonderful planned for you if this is what they have dealt you so far." She told Caverna, soothingly placing a hand on her shoulder. "Just have faith."

"It's hard to have faith when you're a murderer." Caverna told her.

"Now stop this! Caverna Haddock, you are not a murderer!"

The outburst had started Caverna, but she still looked at the stew that was put in front of her moments later, and the woman kept talking, not knowing if it was sinking into Caverna or not. Later that night, Mrs Ingerman had managed to get Caverna outside and into the Great Hall where she had sat with her friends and ate some food and listened to conversations. During all of this, she was kept under the watchful eye of her brother, mother, sister-in-law and boyfriend's mother. Many villagers came to her and offered her their respects, and Caverna had gone home that night happy to be back in the village after spending two day alone, but with a heavy heart. Now here she was, finishing a creation that she and her brother thought up and she looked at it proudly. Fishlegs was happy for her, but he was also worried. She still held guilt of some form, and now Hiccup had also made her his council on all matters concerning war and battle and to know that his girlfriend would be sent ahead of her brother into battles worried Fishlegs to no end. Another thing that worried him was Eret. He'd been spending a lot of time with Caverna as she showed him how to properly handle Skullcrusher, and he could tell that Eret was trying to impress Caverna...repeatedly. Fishlegs wasn't naturally jealous, but after managed to get such an amazing girlfriend that was Caverna, he had been worried none stop about her and the affections of other men. He was still pondering the topic of his girlfriend and Eret when Snotlout suddenly flew into him, though it wasn't exactly on purpose, well it was since Fishlegs had unknowingly let Meatlug wander into the path of a sheep.

"Whoa, sorry Fishlegs, watch were you going though!" Snotlout shouted over to him as he caught the sheep and flew off with Eret and Astrid right on his tail.

Fishlegs watched him in a daze, before he saw Caverna land Snowcap onto the stand where Hiccup was also sat and he suddenly had an idea. He was going to make sure that Caverna saw him as better than Eret, and he was going to do this by winning this dragon race!

As he urged Meatlug on, he took a quick glance at his girlfriend and saw her talking to Hiccup, but it didn't matter to him if she didn't see him, she'd work it out soon enough. Before he knew it, Fishlegs had managed to capture another sheep and he steered Meatlug towards his net, he looked so determined as he done this, and when it was finally in his net, he heard a cheer and he looked to see his girlfriend cheering. However, before he knew it, his win had gotten higher and higher and before long it was time for the black sheep. As he caught it, he tried to make sure that Caverna was watching, but he didn't notice that Eret and Snotlout were flying towards him until it was too late. All three of them collided, with Fishlegs being knocked straight off of his saddle and Eret taking the black sheep, however everyone noticed Fishlegs falling and as he hit the floor, Caverna had Snowcap land beside Meatlug who had also landed when her rider hit the floor. After dismounting, Caverna ran over to Fishlegs and she fell to her knees beside him, resting a head on his chest and smiling in relief when she found a pulse.

"He's alive." She shouted to the frozen villagers gathered in the stands.

At hearing her, everyone breathed a sigh of relief before someone ran to get Gothi and Caverna walked to her dragon, pulling her sack of water from one of the saddlebags and she tipped some over Fishlegs' face, causing him to jolt awake.

"What happened?" He asked groggily.

"You were knocked off of Meatlug, hit the ground pretty hard." Caverna told her as she helped him to sit up. "You were out cold until the water hit you."

As Gothi found them, Caverna sat in the dirt beside her boyfriend as the older lady checked him over and told him to go home and rest, Caverna helped him onto her dragon and not long after she got on behind him did he fall back into unconsciousness.

She flew him back to the Ingerman house and as Snowcap and Meatlug landed on the ground, Caverna got off first and she brought him down too, before she carried him across her back. It was amazing how strong Caverna was, despite her size, but she managed to carry him into the house where Mrs Ingerman was making stew. The moment she turned around and saw them she gasped and there was a thud as the wooden spoon that she was using hit the floor.

"My dear boy, bring him upstairs Caverna." She rushed to where there was a pail of water and she got a bowl full and a rag as Caverna put Fishlegs on his bed. "What happened?" She asked.

Caverna sat on the edge of her boyfriend's bed as she took the rag from the bowl and rung out the excess water before she folded it and put it on Fishlegs' forehead, whilst she done this, she told his mother what she had seen.

"My poor boy, was it accidental?" She asked.

"I assume so; after all I don't think Snotlout and Eret meant to fly their dragons into him." She told the older woman. "And Gothi said that he would be fine, so I'll stay with him if you want to join the other Vikings."

As the night wore on, Mrs Ingerman did join the other Vikings in the Great Hall for some food, before she and Caverna swapped places and Caverna went to get some food, and she pushed one of the big doors open to walk inside.

Once inside, she noticed her friends first, Ruffnut was fawning over Eret, whilst Snotlout was boasting over something to Heather, obviously trying to get one up on Tuffnut and then she noticed her brother and Astrid sat with Valka and Gobber, talking and laughing. It made her happy to see her brother happy and taking to being chieftain easily, but she missed her father, he should be here with them, enjoying the mead, the laughter and the conversation. She was so deep in thought, she didn't notice that Lightning and Snowcap had seen her and come to comfort her, Snowcap sitting back on her hunches in front of her and Lightning lying beside her, both giving her worried looks.

"I'm fine." She told them, knowing that it wasn't fooling them. "Come on, let's go for a flight, just the three of us."

As she left, Hiccup had come to notice her and he watched her until the doors to the Great Hall had slammed shut once more, but before he could go after her, he was pulled from his thoughts by his mother.

"Go after her." Valka encouraged. "She obviously needs you."

"Why don't you go after her, she needs her mother just as much?" Hiccup told her.

"Because you know her better, I've not gotten to know her yet."

"Because you're not trying." Hiccup told her as he got up and left the table, following his sister with Toothless following him.

As he left, Astrid looked over at a now upset Valka and she raised an eyebrow since she hadn't noticed the conversation.

"Valka, what's the matter?" Astrid asked.

"I messed up." Valka told her as she sighed and sat back in her chair, causing Astrid to also sigh, hoping that her husband and sister-in-law were as okay as they made out.

Meanwhile, Caverna was soaring high above the clouds on Snowcap's back as Lightning flew alongside them. She had moved to keep her feet in the stirrups and she was lying on Snowcap's back, just watching the stars go by.

"It's nice to just fly, isn't it?" She asked and she ended up getting a warble in agreement from Snowcap and a squawk of agreement from Lightning.

"No need to get somewhere quickly, or to get ready to defend our home...It's just...soothing." She smiled to herself closing her eyes, as she closed her eyes, her mind started to wander and she soon found herself letting her mind fly to the past.

_This day saw a ten year old Caverna, sitting outside of the family home on Crendor, with a young Snowcap and Lightning at her feet, and she was sharpening her swords with a rock as they slept. Before her, there was a fight of sorts occurring; it was against Eridor and a large man with shaggy black hair, and a black hair._

_"__Your stance is all wrong." The man as telling Eridor after he had forced him to his knees, his own sword pointing at his neck, ready to make a deadly cut. "You're meant to be the Son of Brock, soon-to-be chief of Crendor, yet you look like you can't even pick up your sword." _

_Eridor looked at him with a scowl, just as Brock spoke up, since he had been watching what was happening. _

_"__He is still young Drago; he will be ready to take over." Brock told him as Eridor put his sword back in its holster and he looked sheepishly at his father and Drago, but this time Drago wasn't paying attention._

_Instead of the boy he had been previously fighting, he was looking at Caverna who had finished sharpening her swords. "Impressive craftsmanship." He commented walking over, taking one from her belt as she stood. "And you use two?"_

_"__Yes Sir." Caverna nodded._

_Drago nodded and he handed the sword back to her, watching her holster it, before he took in her whole attire. Brunette hair, hazel eyes, pale skin, which was brought out by the black leather suit that she wore, for ten years old, she was more of a warrior than her brother, and Drago thought this to be unusual, but he wasn't going to comment, after all, he only had one arm._

_"__Well then, let's see if you can use them." He gestured for her to move ahead and after seeing that Brock wasn't even looking at her, he watched the young girl move forward._

_When they were both ready, Caverna drew her swords and Drago picked up his own and the two started to fight, and despite still being a child, Caverna was brilliant. Eventually, they reached a stalemate, where Caverna had lost a sword, but she was holding Drago in a lock with their swords so neither of them could move without creating some form of injury, not just to their opponent but to themselves. _

_"__You will go far, little Viking." Drago told her, and he glanced to her father and noticed that he still wasn't interested. "Why doesn't he pay attention to you?"_

_"__I am barren, I am a lesser being." She told him, looking towards her brother and father, neither of them paid attention to the fact that she had just beat a man who was much older and bigger than her._

_"__All because you're barren, doesn't mean you are a lesser being, if anything you are the power behind this family, an someday they will realise that. So don't give up, and keep your head high, you are a warrior Viking, dressed in leather, people will tell stories about you for years to come." Drago told her when they had put their swords down and he patted her on the shoulder before he left with Brock and Eridor to survey the village._

Caverna remembered that day rather well, it was the first and last time that she had seen Drago Bloodvist until recently, because he had been sent away from Crendor after trying to get them into a fight against the dragons. As her memory ended, she pushed herself to sit up and she looked around, seeing a black shape flying towards her and she found her brother and Toothless joining her.

"There you are." Hiccup smiled.

"You should be at the Great Hall with your wife and our mother and villagers." She told him.

"I know, but I wanted to come and see you, you are more important to me right now." He promised her. "How are you feeling?"

"Not good." She told him. "I miss him Hiccup, I miss our father."

"I know, I miss him too." He told her. "But now we have our mother, the gods must want us to spend time with her."

"I have, but every time I'm around, she doesn't want to see me...But that's nothing new, people like me don't deserve to be around anyone in case we bring them misfortune." She told him.

"Now stop that, you know that isn't true, she just isn't sure of you, after all, she never even got to hold you when you were born, and she probably feels like you won't accept her."

"She won't know until she comes to me, she's always avoiding me and I don't like it, I mean yeah I'm used to it, but not from my own mother." Caverna sighed and she looked at her hands as one of Hiccup's covered hers.

"Let me talk to her, I'll make her see sense." He told her, the promise bringing authority to his voice that Caverna had no choice but to agree with him.

"Alright."

The siblings smiled at each other and they flew side by side for a while longer, before Hiccup escorted his sister home and when she was safe inside, he took the dragons to the stables before he saw that the light was on in his home and he realised that Astrid had gone home, so he went there too.


	42. Saying Goodbye

**By the way, the quote about a Phoenix is originally this:**

_**"**__**I'm like a phoenix. I rise from the ashes." – **_**Bess Myerson**

Saying Goodbye

Astrid hadn't been home for long, but since she didn't know what time her husband would be home, she had decided to sit at his desk in their bedroom, wearing just one of his shirts and her undergarments, she was reading a book. Yes, that was unusual for Vikings, but she had found herself to be enjoying it, it was one that Caverna had gotten from Trader Johan a while ago, and her sister-in-law had leant it to her out of interest. It was about a mythical creature called a Phoenix, a bird that was reborn in fire, no wonder Caverna had become interested in it. However, Astrid soon stopped reading as she heard the front door open and close and the familiar thud and squeak of her husband's uneven footsteps as he made his way up the stairs and into their bedroom. At seeing him, she put the book down and stood up.

"How is she?" She asked him immediately.

"Grieving...Terribly..." Hiccup sighed. "I don't know what to do Astrid; she wasn't this bad when she killed Brock and his family."

"She cared more about Stoick and Sapphire than she did them." Astrid reminded him, moving to sit behind him as he sat on the edge of their bed and she slid her arms around him from behind, allowing Hiccup to lean back into her.

"I know." He sighed. "But mom won't even go near her, and this is making her more and more upset."

Astrid sighed; before she glanced over at the book she had been reading suddenly having an idea.

"Hiccup, I think I have an idea." She told him.

"Whatever it is, let's do it." Hiccup told her instantly. "But just so I know, what is your idea?"

Astrid spent most of the night talking about the phoenix and her idea, which was too make a bonfire in the square, and burn the things that Stoick had, such as the shield he had been made by Hiccup and the hammer that Caverna had made him. That way it could symbolize a time of healing for not only Hiccup and Caverna, but for Gobber and Valka and the rest of the town too. After going through it, Hiccup agreed and after making plans about how to do it, the couple went to bed early, in order to get an early start in the morning. The next morning, Astrid was up before her husband and she made him some breakfast, before she went out to feed the dragons. When she came back, she found Hiccup sitting at the table, eating the breakfast that she had made as he worked on the plans for their bonfire.

"How's it looking?" She asked as she joined him.

"It's looking pretty well; we should have it done for tonight, now we just need to spread the word." Hiccup told her as he finished both his breakfast and the plans.

"Excellent, well why don't we call a town meeting this morning?" Astrid suggested.

"Good idea, but for the bonfire, instead of it just being about dad, why don't we do it for everybody who's died, like your uncle Finn." Hiccup asked, looking at her.

Astrid thought about it, before she nodded. "Alright, that's a good idea."

Hiccup smiled, kissing her cheek as he took his bowl to the sink and washed it, before he went back to the plans and he put them into his saddlebag looking at his wife. "What else are you planning on doing today?" He asked.

"Nothing really, Caverna and I were going to fly our Deadly Nadders for a bit, but that's about it."Astrid told him with a shrug.

"Alright, then you bring her to where the bonfire is?" Hiccup suggested.

Astrid nodded. "Alright, now let's go and get this town meeting over with."

At his nod, both of them left their house and finding their dragons outside, they climbed into their saddle and flew off telling everyone about the village meeting in the Great Hall that morning.

However, someone forgot to tell Caverna and Eret as they were out over the sea, with Caverna training Eret how to do some tricks whilst on the back of Skullcrusher.

"Okay Eret, keep your feet a good distance apart..." She instructed as she stood perfectly on Snowcap's back. "Whoa, whoa, too much!" She shouted as Eret soon fell from the saddle. "Snowcap, catch."

At the command, Snowcap flew down and caught the falling Eret before allowing him to land on the floor safely before she landed beside him and Caverna dismounted, calling Skullcrusher down. As he landed beside Snowcap, the two began to play fight, and whilst the dragons were occupied, Caverna brought Eret over to an unsteady pile of rocks.

"Stand on the top." She told him.

"Why?" He asked looking at her.

"It's going to act as the saddles on a dragon, if you can stand on top of them for a long period of time, then you're going to be able to stand on the back of your dragon." Caverna explained.

Eret nodded and with Snowcap's help, he managed to climb to the top and he got into the position that Caverna had shown him for standing on his saddle, and after a while and a few near attempts of falling over; Eret was standing tall on top of rock pile.

"There you go, see it wasn't that hard." Caverna laughed as she sat cross-legged on Snowcap's back. "Now let's try it on a dragon."

"Are you kidding me?" Eret asked. "I've only just got this."

"No I'm not kidding." She told him, watching Eret jump off and then climbed onto his saddle on Skullcrusher's back.

Meanwhile, in the Great Hall, Hiccup had gathered all of the Vikings as he stood at the front of the group, his wife at his side, he was scanning the room for Caverna, but no one had seen her. In the end, he had to make the speech without her.

"Thank you for all coming here this morning, and I'm sorry that it's such short notice." He told them. "But it's been almost a month since my dad was killed in battle, and Astrid and I have come up with an idea, well it was more Astrid's idea. Since we're all missing people who we've lost over the years, she thought that we should have a bonfire in the square, something to remember them with, and to celebrate them, as well as to bring about a new chapter."

"Like something I read in one of Caverna's books: We are like a phoenix, we will rise from the ashes." Astrid told them. "It means that after something old has died, something new is reborn."

"What could that involve?" One o the villagers suddenly asked.

"A good harvest, someone in the village could get married or have a baby, you know, stuff like that." Was Astrid's reply with a shrug.

"But we put it to you, the villagers, to see if you agree with us and want to do it." Hiccup told them.

"And when would this bonfire be lit, lad?" Gobber spoke up.

"Later on tonight if possible." Hiccup told him. "Or tomorrow night if it's not finished, and we will carry this on each year."

The villagers seemed to talk about themselves for a few minutes, before they all agreed, and for the next few hours, Hiccup had assigned groups to certain jobs, and the villagers departed to do them said jobs. Hiccup went to join in the preparations, but not before he and Toothless shared a look, wondering where their two females had gone.

Caverna however was still sitting on the edge of a cliff watching Eret trying to stand up in his saddle, and once he had done that with Skullcrusher happily sitting on the ground, Caverna got him to try it from the air –which proved to be the most difficult.

"Trust your dragon." Caverna told him as he kept falling back down.

"I am, it's just hard." Eret told her.

"Eret, the whole point of a dragon rider is the establishment of a bond of trust between dragon and rider, like what Snowcap and I have." She told him before she patted her dragons head and pointed up and Snowcap flew higher and higher. When they got high enough, Eret watched as Caverna simply fell from the saddle and she fell towards the ground, but she wasn't worried, before just as she hit the floor, Snowcap had hold of her in her paws and she gently rested her rider on her feet.

"See, trust." She told him. "I trusted Snowcap not to let me get hurt."

"Okay, but there's no way that I'm doing that." Eret told her as he tried to stand in his saddle again, and fall back down for a fifteenth time.

Caverna simply rolled her eyes before they continued, and they didn't stop practice until Eret was finally standing on top of the saddle for a complete total of ten seconds – it was a start. When this had been accomplished, Caverna headed up to the Great Hall, but as soon as she got into the village square, she saw all the hustle and bustle with the preparations for the bonfire. After a few minutes of searching, she managed to find Valka and Gobber.

"Ah, there you are lass." Gobber told her as she joined them.

"Hey, what's going on?" Caverna asked looking around.

"We're having a bonfire tonight; it was your brother and Astrid's idea, to help everyone deal with loss." Valka told her. "Pretty smart idea if you ask me."

"Cool, speaking of my brother and my sister-in-law, do you know where they are?" She asked.

"Um, no lass, we haven't seen them since the meeting." Gobber told her. "You might want to check the Great Hall though."

Caverna nodded and after bidding them thanks, she climbed onto her dragon's back and they flew off towards the Great Hall.

They got to the Great Hall just as Hiccup was walking out and Caverna jumped from her dragon's back, landing in front of him.

"Hey, what did I miss?"

"Where were you?" Hiccup suddenly asked.

"I was teaching Eret how to ride a dragon, like I always do of a morning." She reminded him.

"Well you missed a town meeting." He deadpanned.

"Well, what happened in that meeting?" She asked as they walked down the steps towards the village, and Hiccup filled her in, whilst checking on preparations for the bonfire.

Caverna followed him throughout the day, and eventually they were joined by Astrid and Snotlout, and then Fishlegs and Tuffnut, and then eventually Ruffnut and Eret. When they were all together, Hiccup and Astrid walked with their arms around each other and Fishlegs and Caverna walking together holding hands, though Caverna noticed that Fishlegs kept an eye on Eret a lot of the time. Eventually, everyone headed up to the Great Hall to eat and Caverna sat with her friends, just as her brother and Astrid did and as they ate, they all heard different conversations, but there was one that Caverna hung on to for the longest time.

"He won't banish her, if Stoick couldn't do it, then Hiccup certainly won't." A woman whispered, or at least tried to whisper, and Caverna recognised it to be Astrid's mother.

"But she's going to do no good here, the Hofferson girl was a better warrior than her and that Night Fury of hers is too small to see a real battle." Another 'whispered'.

"I can't believe Astrid is still going to involve her whenever she gets pregnant...Or if she gets pregnant." The first woman whispered.

That was when Caverna suddenly slammed her mug of ale down and she stood up, spinning round to face the women.

"You two have a fucking nerve, its one thing to talk about me behind my back, but it's another to talk about my dragon ad my sister-in-law when I am able to hear every word." Caverna suddenly shouted. "So why don't you do us all a favour and shut the fuck up, especially when you're talking about your own daughter!" She shouted, before she sat back down and picked up her mug of ale.

"It was your fault that she lost her child in the first place, you're a curse Caverna Haddock, and you have doomed us all." Astrid's mother sneered, causing Caverna to turn around and suddenly punch her in the face, sending her to the floor before Caverna left the Great Hall.

Caverna walked from the Great Hall muttering and cursing under her breath and she sighed to herself as what Mrs Hofferson had said sunk in and she then started to question herself. Had she caused Astrid to lose the baby? Was that the reason, was she really a curse? So many things were going through her head that she didn't see the rock in her path, until she tripped over it and landed on the ground, and only then did she realise that she was being followed.

"You know, you must be thinking pretty hard if someone like you missed the rock as big as my hammer."

The voice came from someone she hadn't expected to be following her, her cousin – Snotlout. And Caverna turned to face him.

"Yeah, well, I do think contrary to what many believe." She told him, getting to her feet after he held out a hand to her.

"What's on your mind?" He asked his younger cousin.

Caverna sighed. "Nothing."

"That's not an answer." He reminded her. "Especially not when I can see that something is bothering you."

"I just keep thinking of what Mrs Hofferson said, what if Astrid did lose the baby because I bring bad luck, what if she and Hiccup will never have a baby if I'm still here, or what if something worse happens?"

Snotlout looked down at his younger cousin who stood in front of him but was a few inches shorter than him and he saw the fear in her eyes. He took pity on her, she had been badly hurt and now no one was letting her get better and even put it behind her, she was right, she was stuck unable to move on.

"Caverna, you're not bad luck, Astrid and Hiccup's first child just wasn't meant to be, they weren't meant to be parents yet." Snotlout told her, resting a hand on her shoulder. "Now what else is bothering you?"

"Everything, dad is dead, Sapphire' is dead, mum is ignoring me or doing her best to avoid conversation, I can't commit myself fully to my boyfriend because of what happened to me, and I'm on the verge of giving up." She told him. "I'm a murdering failure, not a warrior woman like I wanted to be." She sighed, unsheathing one of her swords. "I don't deserve these swords, or the title of Leather Warrior, I don't deserve anything but to crawl into a hole and die."

Snotlout looked at his cousin and in truth, he was shocked, he never thought that all of these feelings went on behind the invisible mask that was his cousin's face. He looked how miserable she looked and he suddenly pulled her into a hug, wrapping his arms around her, letting his cousin's head rest on his shoulder.

"None of what happened was your fault, you done all you could." Snotlout told her as he held her. "And so what if you can't commit yourself to Fishlegs, if he doesn't stay with you because of that, then he wasn't for you and I'll beat the hell out of him, but don't you dare give up." He told her as he pulled away from the embrace and grabbed her by her shoulders. "Because if you give up, then what hope is there for the rest of us?" He asked.

Caverna sighed. "I just don't know what to do." She told him.

"Come to the bonfire that would be a start." Snotlout told her, causing her to nod and they walked down to where they saw a crowd gathering in the village square.

Snotlout stood beside his cousin as Hiccup stood next to the still unlit bonfire ad he smiled slightly seeing his sister join them.

"Now that we're all gathered here, I think that it's right to allow Caverna Haddock the opportunity to light the bonfire that we are holding in memory of those that we've lost."

Everyone looked over at Caverna and everyone seemed happy with the choice, after all, they all saw what happened during the fight for Berk. At hearing the approval, Snotlout pushed his cousin forward to her brother who had been handed a lit torch by Astrid. Caverna looked up at her cousin as she took the torch and she walked over to the bonfire.

"We've all lost someone, someone close, someone we love, a friend, a father, a mother, a son or a daughter, a husband and a wife. But there was always a reason for their death and whatever that reason was; we need to be sure that the Allfather had some form of plan." She told them. "But one thing I've been taught is that this wasn't the last time we'll see them..." As she spoke she threw the torch into the bonfire, setting it alight. "One day we will all meet again, whether it is in the halls of our fathers or at the table of Odin himself, we will meet our loved ones again."

When she was finished, the Vikings around her applauded, before they lapsed into silence as they watched the flames, occasionally someone would tell a story about a loved one that had passed on and it made them all smile. Eventually the fire died down to mere embers and the people started to go back to their homes, all but Caverna, Hiccup, Astrid, Snotlout and Fishlegs.

"Well, we'd all best head home, it's late." Astrid told them.

"Yeah..." Hiccup sighed looking towards his sister. "Are you going to be okay on your own tonight?"

Caverna looked at him before her eyes quickly flashed to her cousin and then back to her brother. "Yeah, I'll be fine."

Hiccup nodded and he and Astrid left hand in hand to go home, whilst Snotlout left to go home as well, leaving Fishlegs and Caverna.

"Come on, I'll walk you home." Fishlegs told her as he slid a comforting arm around her.

At Caverna's nod, he started to walk her home, his arms remaining around her for the entirety of the walk. When they reached the front door of her house, Fishlegs looked at her, before he pulled her into a hug.

"I'm so proud of you today." He told her in a quiet whisper.

"Thank you." She told him. "But I don't know why you're proud of me." Caverna told him as she pulled out of the hug.

"Because you're you." He told her, kissing her lips gently. "Are you sure you don't want me to stay the night with you?"

"I'm sure." She nodded. "Don't worry, I'll be fine." She promised. "Snowcap and Lightning are still around, so I'm well protected."

Fishlegs nodded. "Alright, well, I'll see you later." He told her, kissing her one last time, and this one was much more passionate. When they eventually broke apart, they were both gasping for breathe before Caverna gave him a soft smile and kissed his cheek.

"Good night Fishlegs." She told him before she headed inside her hut, letting the door close behind her.

As he watched her leave, Fishlegs couldn't help by smile, she was his girl, his stunt at the Dragon Race seemed to have made her fall even more in love with him, and that made him smile. But what Fishlegs didn't know, was that his actions had caused him a rival, and Eret watched as Fishlegs walked away from Caverna's house, tomorrow his own plan to win her heart would be put into action and Fishlegs, didn't stand a chance. Meanwhile, inside the hut, Caverna had shed her swords and the rest of her weapons as well as her armour, and she was only in her leggings and jumper and she was looking around her dad's old room, she also had a smile on her face.

"Goodbye dad, we'll join you soon." She whispered, before she went into her own room and found Snowcap lying on her rock bed and she assumed that her dragon was fast asleep. But as Caverna blew out the candle and fell asleep in her bed, Snowcap opened her eyes and she smiled seeing her rider home and how content she looked and Snowcap silently blessed her mate's rider for his idea of the bonfire, it had obviously been a weird idea, but it had done some good. But how much good still remained to be seen.


	43. Moving On

Months had gone past since the tradition of a bonfire to celebrate the dead was made and the Haddock siblings had grown accustomed to being without their father. If anything, Stoick's death had brought them closer, but Valka still remained distant from her daughter, though it is not like Caverna noticed, she was mainly training Eret and helping her brother on scouting missions. Though at that moment, they were both lounging in the sun outside of what was now Caverna's home and Hiccup's old family home, Toothless and Snowcap were curled up together not far away, basking in the sunlight.

"What's on the agenda for today?" Caverna asked.

"Nothing really." Hiccup told her. "Everything is cleared up from Drago's attack and Astrid, Gobber and Valka had told the two young Vikings to take a rest for the day, hence the way they were lounging around armour and weapon less.

"Oh right..." She sighed.

"Which leaves this as the perfect time for us two to talk." Hiccup told her, haring her groan.

"There isn't anything more to talk about." Caverna told him.

"That's not true and you know it." Hiccup told her, sitting up and leaning on one arm so that he could look at her.

"It's just relationship stuff that you won't understand." Caverna told him.

"Tell me anyway." Hiccup encouraged.

"Look, Hiccup, it's nothing, Fishlegs and I am just going through a rough patch, it's nothing that I can't handle." Caverna promised her big brother, looking at him as he looked at her.

"Promise?"

"I promise." She told him with a smile.

After a while, the two decided to go and find everyone else, and they climbed onto their saddles and had their dragons fly around looking for Astrid and Fishlegs. Eventually, they found them both heading to the Great Hall.

"Hey guys." Caverna smiled as she landed Snowcap on the ground and when her rider had dismounted, Snowcap ran to Stormfly and Meatlug and all of the females seemed to be having a rather secret conversation.

"Hey you two, how has your day of relaxation been?" Astrid asked with a smile as she slid her arms around Hiccup.

"It's been great." Caverna smiled, yet she and Fishlegs didn't embrace each other like they normally would, and this caused an air of curiosity to occur.

"Is everything okay with you two?" Astrid asked as Fishlegs walked away.

"It's just a rough patch." Caverna shrugged.

Astrid raised an eyebrow before she let it go and she walked off towards the Great Hall with her husband and her sister-in-law. They all reached the Great Hall just as people were starting to fill it and they all sat at the chief's table after finding Valka and Gobber sitting with Spitlout and Astrid's mother and father. As they all sat down, and started toget some food, Astrid decided to strike up a conversation that Caverna hardly ever expected to have, or at least not for a while.

"Hiccup and I will be leaving you in charge soon." She told her.

Caverna just looked at her and then to Hiccup and then back. "What do you mean?"

"Well, in a few weeks, Hiccup and I have something that we need to do, which means that we won't be able to concentrate on running the village, so Hiccup thought that it would be a good idea to let you run the village." Astrid explained with a shrug.

"Then I accept." She smiled at them. "May I ask what you're doing though?" Caverna asked.

"We are going to try for a baby." Hiccup whispered to her, making sure that no one else heard.

"That's amazing." Caverna whispered back, quickly hugging Astrid since she was sitting next to her. "Don't worry, no one else will find out."

The couple nodded to her and thy all set about tucking into their meal, meanwhile, back at the table which was full of their friends, Fishlegs was watching his food miserably whilst the twins tried to have a joke and laugh with him.

"Come on Fishlegs, what's the matter?" Heather asked, looking over at him.

"Nothing..." He told her.

"Oh come on Fishlegs, you know that I don't buy that, come on, let's go outside and talk." She suggested and after a few minutes, Fishlegs and Heather left the Great Hall and they walked around.

"So, come on, what's wrong?" She asked again.

Fishlegs sighed. "It's me and Caverna; we're going through a rough patch." Fishlegs sighed as he spoke. "I don't like fighting with her, but we've been doing a lot of it recently."

"What over?" Heather asked, she had seen the two arguing and she'd always thought that Caverna was unstable to have a relationship, but this was making her more and more sure, she had to help Fishlegs he didn't deserve to argue with someone every day.

"I keep trying to impress her, she keeps telling me to stop." Fishlegs sighed. "I know, it sounds silly."

"No, it doesn't."She told him quickly. "But if you have to prove yourself to her all the time, then no offence Fishlegs, the relationship can't be based on much."

"What's that supposed to mean?" He asked her, stopping from walking so that he could look at her.

"What I mean is, if anything, she should be the one who is trying to impress you all the time, especially with her problems." Heather told her. "Maybe the arguing is a sign that you two aren't meant to be together."

That was it, from that point, what Heather had said was stuck in Fishleg's head, was he and Caverna meant to be together? Of course he loved her, but did she really love him? Could the fact that she was telling him to stop impressing her, be because she didn't want to feel the guilt of stringing him along in this relationship? From there, he had made up his mind, he was going to confront Caverna Haddock.

"Thanks Heather, you've actually opened my eyes." He told her. "I'll talk to you later." He told her as he headed back to the Great Hall and up the steps. Upon reaching the door, he pushed it open and found that it had filled up dramatically since he and Heather had left, and he stalked towards the Chief's table. Everyone who saw him, moved out of the way and those he passed fell silent until the only sound was from the Chief's table, when Hiccup saw his friend.

"Hey Fishlegs, fancy joining us?" Hiccup asked.

"What is with you?" Fishlegs suddenly asked, looking straight at Caverna, he was suddenly furious at her.

"Okay then..." Hiccup muttered, watching the two.

Caverna looked at Fishlegs and she saw how furious he was but she was clueless as to why. "I don't know what you mean." Caverna told him truthfully.

"Don't give me that lie!" Fishlegs suddenly shouted. "You've argued non-stop with me for days, and now you're avoiding me at every turn!"

"If you wish to finally discuss our private matter, Fishlegs, then I would like to take this somewhere more private." Caverna told him, she was wonderfully calm despite the severely pissed off Fishlegs in front of her.

"No we will discuss this here." Fishlegs told her.

"Alright." Caverna told him. "But I will not discuss it over a table." She told him and she walked out to him, so that was standing in front of him. "Now what would you like to discuss?"

They both stood there toe to toe, almost eye to eye, if Fishlegs wasn't a few inches taller than Caverna, they both had their arms crossed over their chests and Fishlegs held a fire that no one had ever seen before, but Caverna wasn't afraid.

"I keep arguing with you because you keep trying to impress me, and I keep asking you not to." She told him. "I don't intend to argue with you Fishlegs." She told him, still calm.

"But you still do, are you really void of anything else but arguing?" He asked.

This struck Caverna straight to the core, he knew the problems she faced, why she acted the way she did. "You know that I'm not." She told him and despite the fact that he looked ready to hit her, she gently touched his face with one of her hands. "I ask you not to because I don't deserve you." She told him."You know that I've never deserved what we had, just like you don't deserve to be childless." She told him. "We only argue because you ignore my requests."

The way she spoke and how she looked at him made Fishlegs calm down, but he still needed one answer from her. "Then why do you flirt with other men?" He asked.

"I don't." She told him. "That is where you're paranoid." She reminded him. "The only men that I'm around, is Eret, who I work with to help him with his flying, Hiccup, who we all know is my brother, Snotlout, who is my cousin and Tuffnut who is my friend and I work with the other males in the village to help protect and serve our village." She told him. "The only man that I would flirt with is you, because I'm in love with you." She told him.

The whole crowd watched in silence as Caverna moved away from Fishlegs and she left the Great Hall, no one knew exactly where she was going, but they had an idea, and when she was gone, everyone looked at Fishlegs who wasn't moving. He was stood there watching the floor, he felt stupid, he'd let everyone else get to him and he's obviously hurt his girlfriend's feelings, suddenly he gathered up his resolve and whatever pride he had left and he followed her.

Caverna walked through the village and straight into the forest, she couldn't help but think about what had just happened. Fishlegs had suddenly got a fire in his belly and if she was ever truthful, that had impressed her more than when he won races or tried to beat Eret. But she wasn't going to tell him that, in fact she wasn't planning on saying anything to him or to anyone. Getting to her destination, which was soon deemed as the cove, she took off her belt which held her two swords that were strapped to her waist and she sat on a rock overlooking the lake. As she sat there, she heard the rush of pebbles as someone walked towards her, but it wasn't who she had expected.

"What are you doing here, Snotlout?" She asked.

"I came to make sure that you were okay." He told her.

"I'm a bit surprised that it wasn't Fishlegs or Hiccup, but other than that, I'm fine." She told him with a shrug.

"Yeah, Hiccup was quietening the villagers and Fishlegs got distracted by Heather." He sighed.

"Why does that not surprise me, they have been hanging around a lot more recently." She sighed.

"You really hate her don't you?" Snotlout asked, and he noticed his cousin's stiff nod.

"Could he possibly like her more than me?" Caverna asked. "I mean, she's better for him, she can give him a family and all of that, but until today, he's been telling me how much he loves me and doing all of these stupid things to prove it."

"Stop it." Snotlout told her. "He does love you, Heather's just butting in, and to be honest, I can't see what attracted me to her." Snotlout told her.

Caverna simply shrugged. "By the way, Hiccup and Astrid are putting me in charge in a few days." She told him.

"That's great...But why?" Snotlout asked.

Caverna simply shrugged and the two stayed there for a while longer, until the moon was high and the air was cold enough to freeze your spleen, and only then did they return back to the village, bidding each other goodnight before they went to their own homes.

Meanwhile, as Caverna went inside her home, Lightning and Snowcap were curled up by the fireplace with Toothless who had taken a break from being at Hiccup and Astrid's house to see his mate and get some peace. All of the dragons watched the warrior as she unhooked her jacket and hung it on the back of a chair, and then she bid them goodnight before she traipsed up the stairs to bed. When they heard the door close, the dragons all looked at each other.

_"__Now I'm worried."_ Snowcap told the two males on either side of her.

_"__If I see that chubby human again, he's going to become my play toy." _Lightning squawked, his spines ruffled.

"_But that would hurt Caverna and Meatlug."_ Toothless interjected.

_"__I could do worse, at least then he would be alive, and how dare he embarrass her like that, and in front of the whole village!" _Lightning argued.

_"__Lightning, Toothless, calm down."_ Snowcap told them, quickly making sure that she was between them in case it turned into a fight. _"Look, you've both got a point, but we need to be realistic, Caverna can deal with this herself, she's smart enough, and we'll be there on call if she wants you to eat him, okay?"_ She told her brother, looking between him and Toothless.

_"__Alright." _Both males sighed, and Toothless nuzzled his mate as Lightning left through the back door, going to find Stormfly. When Lightning had left, Snowcap licked Toothless' snout as she looked at him.

"_I love you, my Alpha." _Snowcap told him and the way she called him Alpha, always got his pulse racing, and this time was no exception, he soon found himself on top of her.

_"__Well, someone's eager."_ Snowcap told him with a giggle.

"_Always." _Toothless purred, before Snowcap pushed herself onto her front and she raised herself up just enough and she gave out a pleased sigh as Toothless entered her. And that was how the two dragons spent their night, wrapped in the embrace of mating.

The next day, Caverna was walking down to the well with Snowcap and she was carrying the buckets. When she got there, she found it empty, so she set about collecting some water in the buckets, but just as she was about to leave on her dragon, she felt a hand on her shoulder and she turned to see Fishlegs there.

"If you've come to break up then please don't sugars coat it for me."

"I've not come to break up with you." He told her. "I've come to apologise."

"Apologise?" She asked him. "Do you really think that just an apology is going to make everything better?" She asked.

"Well, no, but an apology will be the start, and then maybe flowers to decorate every surface of your home, a picnic by the waterfall, or in the cove...I could go on." Fishlegs told her and he saw the smile playing on her lips.

"Well, if you do all that, then I will definitely consider your apology and gifts." She told him, though the corners of her mouth were tugged up slightly, in a smile.

"So, am I forgiven, for now?" Fishlegs asked.

Caverna looked at him and she raised an eyebrow. "For now, you are forgiven and we will move on from what happened, if you promise to never do something like that again."

"I promise." He told her, wrapping his arms around her, making Caverna smiled.

"Alright, I'll forgive you." She smiled, kissing his lips gently.

Fishlegs kissed her just as gently, maybe everything was going to be alright now, and maybe they would be able to move on from everything and somehow have their own life.


	44. In Charge

Later on in the week, Caverna was sat in the Great Hall, she was watching over the village whilst her brother an his wife took time away together. This also meant that Lightning and Snowcap were acting Alphas in the place of Toothless who was taking some time away to relax. That and Toothless felt that even know that Snowcap was also an Alpha through being his mate, he felt that her egg brother should standby her in case any trouble erupted. However, Hiccup had no such qualms about his sister being in charge, and only Caverna knew the real reason why Hiccup and Astrid had taken some time away. With Gothi's help, they were going to try to have another baby. Deep down, Caverna was overjoyed at the news, but she was also worried. What is she was cured to bring bad luck, what if she stopped Astrid from conceiving, or the baby died in the womb or it was even born dead? Caverna could not bear the pain that that would bring to her family. Yet now, she had no time to dwell on anything, but those who stood before her.

"He keeps stealing my side of the land." One man was telling her.

"Only because you keep taking from my land." The other told him.

Caverna could see that they were about to start a physical fight, not just one of words, so she rested an hand on either of her swords before she spoke.

"How bi is the lag in which you speak of?" She asked, looking towards her Uncle who was her advisor and stood a small bit away from the steps leading to the Chief's chair.

"It is around 5 fields, Caverna." Her Uncle told her.

"Then they can each have two fields and we split the fifth field in half. Once it is divided, we will build a fence around each portion to keep them separate." Caverna reasoned.

"And how do you suppose we o that?" Mildew asked, sceptically.

"Fishlegs, would you oversee the dividing of the land, and then help o collect the rocks to build the wall?" Caverna asked who looked at her boyfriend and nodded.

"Of course I would." Fishlegs nodded.

"Good." Caverna nodded. "All dragon riders will assist in the collecting of the rocks and Uncle Spitlout, and Snotlout, could you both works together with your Nightmares, to construct it, but providing the fir to meld the rocks into place?"

Both father and son nodded and Caverna sent them all on their way as she sat back i the chair and gave a hefty sigh.

"Rough day?" Her mother asked as she moved to stand next to her.

"Rough few hours more like, I swear if I hear one more argument over land, I'll behead the speaker." She groaned. "I bet dad never had to deal with this many arguments over land."

Her mother just smiled. "No, mostly because of the Dragon attacks there was no land to fight over."

"If I had to deal with that, I would have beheaded every human who mentioned it." She sighed and rubbed the top of Snowcap's head as she sat up from where she had been lying beside her rider.

"Is there something else on your mind besides all of the chiefing?" Valka asked.

"What if those women were right, what if I am cursed to bring bad luck to the village? What if Hiccup and Astrid can't conceive because of me?" She asked with a sigh that caused Snowcap to nuzzle her.

"Caverna, you're not cursed; everything is going to be fine." Valka promised, but even Caverna could see that Valka doubted her words and that was something that Caverna couldn't stand, and she pushed herself to her feet.

"I'm going to go for a ride around Berk, make sure that everything is as it should be." She climbed onto Snowcap's back as she spoke, before she got Snowcap into the air and dragon and rider flew out of the Great Hall, leaving a sighing Valka where she had stood. At seeing Caverna leave, Gobber walked over and gently patted her shoulder.

"It's alright Val, she'll come around."

Valka looked at him. "Are you sure?"

"Aye, Caverna's a tough one but even she needs a parent's care some of the time." He promised her. "Just give her time."

Valka nodded. "You're right, she needs time, and it hasn't exactly been long since I came back."

Gobber nodded and together the two adults went down to the forge where there was a list a mile long of things that needed making to continue fixing the village.

Meanwhile, Caverna was flying high into the sky and she looked at Snowcap who grumbled at her.

"It's a lot easier for Hiccup, he can have children and he is the chief, no one dares to talk about the chief." She sighed as she moved to lie back in the saddle. "We need a holiday Snowcap, something just me, you and Lightning, like a family."

_"__Yeah right, you wouldn't leave Fishlegs and Lightning certainly wouldn't leave Stormfly, keeping dreaming my human." _Snowcap grumbled in reply.

"Yeah, I guess you're right, we're needed here." Caverna sighed.

"_Very much so."_ Snowcap told her. "_Now cheer up, you have a dinner with your lover later whilst his parents are away, put your mind to that."_

Caverna had done exactly that, and she sighed to herself as she watched the sky, both rider and dragon remained like this for a while, until Caverna had Snowcap turn to go towards the fields that were being argued over that morning and she saw the work. So far, two separate walls were in the process of being built and Snotlout, Spitlout and Fishlegs were observing them both.

"How's it going?" Caverna asked as she hovered on Snowcap just above them.

"It's going fine, Cuz." Snotlout told her with a smile. "We should be done by the feast tonight."

"Great, make sure you keep my updated on everything, and maybe now this will help put their argument to rest." Caverna told them.

"I doubt that Caverna, but it will be a start." Her uncle told her as he asked Lightning to melt some rocks into place, with a hand signal that he'd learnt from his young niece.

Caverna sighed as she watched her dragon do his job, before she felt a hand on hers and she saw that Fishlegs had placed his hand over hers.

"Don't forget, you're coming over for dinner tonight."

"How could I possibly forget?" She asked him with a smile.

"You never know, but you can be quite forgetful." He told her with a laugh but he soon regretted it as Caverna dug her elbow into his side. "Okay, okay, I'm sorry." He smiled.

"You better be." Caverna smiled, before she leant over and kissed his cheek. "I'd best go and see to the rest of the village, I'll come by your house later." She promised before she took the reins to her dragon and she flew off, back towards the village.

The duo eventually landed in the village square, and as they walked many villagers stopped so say hello or good afternoon, and talk to her for a while. Though she was grateful that most of the things said were about her and asking how her day had been, instead of talking about village problems. Though suddenly there was a flurry of excitement and many people ran towards the docks with something in their hands, and that was when Caverna remembered: Trader Johan was back. She stood on the cliff watching people line up to see the trader and his spoils, before eventually she walked down the stairs to him and she looked around at the things he carried on his boat.

"Ah, the young stand-in-Chieftess." He called as he spotted Caverna. "Is there anything that I can tempt you with?"

"Not at the moment Trader Johan, I am merely here to observe today, there's nothing that I seriously need." She told him.

"Ah right, well Lass, if you see anything, don't be afraid to let me know." Trader Johan told her as he went to serve another customer.

Caverna hovered a few moments longer, before she whistled and held a hand up in the air, which served a purpose when Snowcap swooped down and picked her up in her toothless mouth and threw her onto her back, and together they flew back around the village, stopping to help those who needed it. Later on that night, back in their hut, Hiccup and Astrid were snuggled up in bed, hot and sweaty after another love making session, Hiccup having his arms around her and holding her against him.

"It's nice having time together, isn't it?" Astrid asked in the silence.

"Mhmm, it is, how nice of my little sister to take control for the day." Hiccup told her with a small chuckle.

"Hiccup, she didn't exactly have a choice." Astrid pointed out.

"I know, but she still could have said no." Hiccup reminded her as he kissed and nipped at her neck.

"Mmm." Astrid gasped. "Hiccup." She turned over so that she was facing him and she claimed his lips with his.

Their kiss was eventually broken by a loud knocking on the door and Mildew's voice asking for the chief.

"Go away Mildew, take your problem to Caverna." Hiccup shouted down, before he was pushed onto his back by Astrid as she straddled him.

"Ignore him babe." She told him, rubbing herself against his erection, causing him to groan.

"I won't have a problem with that." He told her, suddenly sitting up causing them both to groan at the friction and he kissed her lips, but they were soon broke apart when there was a fierce hammering on the door downstairs.

"Whoever this is has perfectly pissed me off." Astrid told him as she threw one of Hiccup's shirts on and went downstairs, however she got a shock when she pulled open the door to reveal her father.

"Daddy...What...Um...Brings you here?" She asked, blushing at seeing that Hiccup's shirt didn't cover that much of her, and her father was trying not to blush as well.

"Caverna has asked for you, there is a ship on fire over the water, and rogue ships are attacking it." He told her.

Astrid nodded, suddenly in battle mode. "We will join her soon daddy, I'll get Hiccup." She watched her father run back into the village before she ran upstairs shouting her husband's name.

Not long after, Astrid and Hiccup mounted their dragons and they flew over to where Snotlout was waiting for them, and he gave them a cocky smile.

"Have we interrupted something?" He asked.

"Shut up Snotlout." Astrid told him, before they all set out over the ocean where they could see the blasts of fire and explosions that came from battling dragons. As they got closer, they heard the cry of a Night Fury, but it wasn't its normal sound, it was obviously Snowcap, but she sounded like she was in pain, and then they saw why. Snowcap had been caught by her neck by another dragon's mouth, and this dragon was a Nadder, and he was much bigger than Snowcap, who was trying to get free by scratching at the dragon but she couldn't move enough because there was something else – Caverna was caught on her saddle and she was dangling from the saddle as Snowcap was shook like a ragdoll by this older and bigger dragon.

"_Hold on Snowcap!" _Toothless shouted, before without Hiccup realising, Toothless shot at the other dragon, but he was beaten there by Lightning who tackled the other dragon off of the Night Fury and both dragons landed into the water. However, this had given Caverna and Snowcap time to allow Snowcap to swing her body and bring Caverna onto her saddle properly and then dragon and rider went back to the battle.

"Are you alright?" Hiccup shouted over to his sister.

"Yeah, sorry to drag you and Astrid out here." Caverna told him.

"It's alright." He told her with a soft smile, before they were soon separated, Hiccup going to help his cousin fend off a dragon and Caverna going to help the twins. Eventually the battle with the dragons was over, but now it was the battle of the flames, and that was something that they needed to pray to the gods over.


	45. Rescue

The battle went on for hours, and soon they were confronted with what could only be described as the leading dragon – a Skrill. The mere sight of it froze Snowcap in the air before she looked up at her rider.

"It's alright, you're going to be okay." She told her.

"Oh really, the offspring of lightning and death itself, is scared of my wonderfully enormous Skrill." The voice came from Dagur and it made Caverna's blood boil, she didn't like Dagur at the best of times, but now he was threatening her dragon, she was starting to get severely pissed off. "Skrill, dinner time, and take the rider too."

Caverna prepared herself as the Skrill started to charge itself up with lightning, but as it was about to fire, a torrent of flames suddenly descended on it and Caverna looked up to see a very soaking wet Lightning above them.

"That's my boy!" Caverna shouted, just as Snowcap suddenly dived and she saw the Skrill aim a lightning bolt at Lightning, but he was too fast – he was called Lightning for a good reason. When Snowcap had flattened out, and Lightning had flown alongside them, she made a signal for him and he flew off, but not before the Skrill tried to get to Hiccup and Astrid who were fighting together. As the Skrill shot at Stormfly, Caverna and Snowcap got into the way and they knocked Astrid and Stormfly out of the way whilst they just about managed to get to safety as well. When they were up at a safe range all dragon riders regrouped and they looked at Hiccup.

"What do we do now chief?" Snotlout asked.

"We get him the fuck away from this village." Hiccup shouted over, and as the Skrill rose out of the clouds, they all scattered.

"Come out; come out, wherever you are." Dagur sang.

He sounded oddly happy, but then again he was deranged, but he didn't realise that he had gotten himself surrounded until it was too late, and suddenly there was dragons fly all around him, shooting fire and plasma blasts at him as they passed. Eventually a plasma blast got too close and it knocked both Dagur and the Skrill into the water. Everyone looked around to make sure that all of their friends were alright, before Caverna had Lightning fly down and pick up Dagur, just as there was a fireball aimed at the ship and the entire thing went up in flames, nearly hitting Astrid, Stormfly, Snotlout and Hookfang, but thankfully they were all able to get out of the way in time.

"Come on Lightning, let's take him back to Berk, and lock him up." Hiccup told the dragon who nodded and started to fly back towards Berk, carrying a squirming Dagur.

However, as they were all about to fly back towards Berk, Caverna got Snowcap to stop. "Hey, everyone, listen!" She shouted and everyone flew back over to her, even Lightning, and they all listened.

"I don't hear anything" Snotlout told her, but Caverna held a finger to her lips silently asking him to be quiet, and she listened for as long as everyone else did. Eventually, they could all hear it, faint cries for help, coming from the flaming ship below them.

"Someone's down there!" Astrid shouted to Hiccup, but before they were able to comprehend, they suddenly heard a cry from Snowcap and they saw Caverna jump onto the burning boat.

"Caverna, are you crazy?" Hiccup shouted down to her.

"I'll be fine." She shouted back, looking at Snowcap. "Say away from the fire, I'll call you when I need help." She told her, before she disappeared into the flames and smoke.

Everyone waited with baited breath as Caverna made her way through the smoke and burning boat until she found the lower deck. When she got down there, she shielded her eyes, and she looked around.

"Call out, let me here you." She shouted into the smoke.

"I'm over here!"

The voice sounded female, and it wasn't far away, which made Caverna almost smile, but she didn't have time, so she moved fast through the thick smoke.

"Keep shouting." She told her. "What's your name?" Caverna asked, trying to keep her target talking.

"Iris, my name is Iris." She coughed. "Help me!"

"I've got you." Caverna told her as she got to her and she helped her to her feet. Once she was fully standing, she helped her move as fast as she could toward the exit. They eventually made it, both of them coughing and gasping for air, before they suddenly turned back at hearing an almighty crack and they soon found the boat was collapsing.

"We're going to die!" The woman beside her screamed.

"Odin helps us." Caverna whispered, before she pulled the front part of her mask down and whistled as loud as she could, before she looked back at the woman. "Lift your hands up!"

"What?" She screamed. "We're going to drown and you want me to lift my hands up?!"

"Yes!" Caverna told her, before she done it for her and Snowcap suddenly pulled the woman into the air by her claws grabbing her hands like they did with Caverna, though this set the woman screaming again. Whilst, Caverna was picked up by Lightning, just as the boat collapsed into the water.

As they flew back towards Berk, no one failed to notice that one of the dragons was having a hard time holding onto their person. When they got back to Berk, Fishlegs and Astrid took the woman to see Gothi whilst Caverna, Hiccup, the twins, Eret and Snotlout stayed to check on the others.

"Caverna, you're bleeding." Ruffnut told her

"No I'm not." She told her, before she looked at her shoulder as Ruffnut pointed to her left shoulder and she touched it, her hand coming away with blood on it. "That's not mine." She then realised something, before she looked at Lightning who hadn't landed yet and she soon saw why. "Lightning, come here."

Lightning looked down at her and he carefully set only one of his feet on the ground and he limped over to her. When he got right in front of her, he rested his head into her hands and he enjoyed her touch on his cheeks.

"Are you going to let me see?" She asked him, and after a few minutes and he nodded, causing Caverna to look back at Hiccup and Snotlout. "I need you two to stand on either side of him, keep a hand either side of his face, to keep him calm."

The boys nodded and they moved to where they were told to go and helped to calm the dragon as Caverna took some bandages from her bag and she knelt before her dragon, examining the foot that he wasn't using. When she was close to it, she saw the problem as clear as light and what she saw was a large cut between his first and second toes; Dagur had obviously sliced him with a blade of some sort so that he would drop him, which explained the lack of a deranged Dagur on the island. But Caverna didn't care about Dagur right now, she only cared about making sure that her boy was alright, so she quickly bandaged up his foot and moved out of the way so that the others could let him go.

When that was done, everyone waited for Astrid and Fishlegs, who came back not too long after and they dismounted, walking up to their respected partners.

"How is Iris?" Caverna asked them.

"She's hopefully going to be fine, she has a rather severe wound on her side but Gothi is going to do all she can." Astrid told her.

"She's resting right now, but I think it would do you some good to go and see her, in the morning maybe?" Fishlegs asked.

"Why?" Caverna asked, looking at him.

"Because she would like to thank her saviour." Astrid told her, and then she noticed the two Deadly Nadders looking at Lightning's bandaged foot. "What happened to Lightning?"

"Dagur sliced his foot with a dagger." Caverna told her. "It's not serious, so he should be fine in a while, I'll clean it with water in the morning and get mom or Gothi to have a look at it, just to make sure." Caverna told her before she looked at her dragons. "Go home guys, get some rest, it's late."

Both of her dragons nodded, before Snowcap nipped Toothless' ear and she ran off, with him following, before Lightning and Stormfly flew off happily together. Eventually, the crowd dispersed, with Astrid and Hiccup heading home, Snotlout going up to the great hall, the twins disappearing to the great hall for no reason other than to play tricks on Snotlout and Eret went home to get some sleep and finally there was only Caverna and Fishlegs left and they were walking towards the Ingerman household, hand in hand. Upon reaching his home, Fishlegs allowed her to walk in first and she smiled to him as he shut the door behind them. The fireplace had been left on for the two to get warm after being out over the sea, and there was also a jug of water and a bowl to wash up. Caverna happily took the bowl into the opposite side of the room so that Fishlegs could gt dinner ready and she cleaned up, taking off the top of her flight suit, weapons and her mask and hood, letting her hair fall down her back in waves and she managed to wash all of the soot off of her face. When she turned around, the room was covered in lit candles and there were two bowls of a hearty stew on the table, the sight caused Caverna to smile as she took her seat at the table. As they enjoyed their food in comfortable silence, Fishlegs tried to clear his throat.

_"__Come on Fishlegs, you can do it..." _He told himself in his mind, before he reached over across the table and gently took her hand. "Caverna..."

At her name, she looked up and she looked at him. "Yes Fishlegs?"

"There's something that I want to ask you." He told her. "And I don't want you to think that you have to, but...Well, I was wondering if we could...if we could um..."

"What's the matter Fishlegs?" Caverna asked, immediately stopped his blubbering.

"WillYouSleepWithMe?" He asked her, all in a rush.

Caverna just sat there blinking in truth she'd heard all of it but because it was so fast, she was trying to process it. "Did you just ask me to sleep with you?"

"Well...Um...Yes?" He asked, rubbing the back of his neck. "Only if you want to."

This had Caverna falling into laughter, and that definitely wasn't the response that Fishlegs had been hoping for, but at least she wasn't mad, right?"

Meanwhile, in the stable outside of Hiccup and Astrid's house, Stormfly and Lightning lay together in their stall, snuggled up to each other.

_"__Your poor foot Lightning."_ Stormfly squawked.

_"__It's alright Storm, it's nothing serious, and you heard my mother."_ Lightning told her, gently nipping the side of her beak in loving tenderness.

_"__I know, but what if it scars?"_ She asked, Stormfly might have sounded rather selfish and image drove, but Lightning wasn't affected by it, after all, he gave up being a vain Deadly Nadder the first time he got scarred from an attack on Crendor, one more on his foot wasn't going to hurt, but he knew that her looks meant everything to Stormfly.

"_Then I'll add it to my collection, scars don't bother me anymore Storm_." He reminded her, before he suddenly seemed to realise something. _"Why, will it bother you?"_ He suddenly asked.

_"__Of course not, I love you for who you are Lightning, and that means scars and all." _She told him.

_"__Good."_ He seemed to smile softly, before he was suddenly pushed over by his mate and he felt her nipping at his neck. Like her rider, Stormfly wasn't exactly gentle with his mate, but luckily Lightning found her infliction of pain to be the right way to get him in the mood. As he righted himself, carefully minding his foot, he watched his mate walk a bit away from him and she mounted herself onto a rock, displaying herself to him. Taking the hint, quite quickly for a male, Lightning mounted her and both of them gave a noise of pleasure as Lightning entered her and their night was filled with bliss.


	46. Hate

"Fishlegs, I won't sleep with you." Caverna told him once she'd calmed down enough.

"What do you mean?" Fishlegs asked.

"I won't sleep with you in the sex way, but I will sleep in the same bed as you." She told him, suddenly all seriousness.

"Oh...Any reason why?" He asked.

"Yeah, you're obviously not ready." She saw that he was about to interrupt her, so she held up a finger to ask for him to give her a minute. "What I mean is that you look too nervous and guilty to be ready to take that next step in a relationship, and anyway you're missing a certain thing called marriage my friend."

"Are you asking that I marry you?" He asked.

"Well obviously not right now." She told him. "But maybe, sometime in the future, maybe you could consider taking me as a wife?"

Fishlegs smiled. "I will certainly consider it."

Caverna flashed a smile as she took a sip of her drink. Not long after, both of them rested back, having eaten their fill of the food before they and they soon grew tired.

"I think it's time we went to bed." Caverna yawned and she stood up, stretching, before she unclipped the belt that held her swords and hung them on the back of the chair, along with her jacket.

Fishlegs watched her, and he was dumbstruck, no matter what stage she was in, whether it was just coming back from a fight, covered in ash and soot and blood, or just coming back from dinner, she always looked beautiful, and he still knew that he wasn't the only one who thought so. However, he pushed that thought aside and headed up to his room with her and he turned to find her getting comfortable in his bed, her boots sat side by side on the floor close to her and he smiled. Caverna looked at home when she stayed over at his place, and he kept the smile as he slid under the furs with her, kissing her forehead, causing her to smile.

"Good night Fishlegs." She smiled.

"Sweet dreams Caverna." He smiled back, before both teens settled under the furs and blew out the candles and soon fell asleep.

Meanwhile, at the Haddock residence, Hiccup was lounging in bed with Astrid and Hiccup was watching Astrid as she tried to knit something.

"What are you doing m'lady?" He asked.

"I'm trying to make a blanket." Astrid told him, before she threw the mess of wool onto her lap. "And it's not turning out to well." She groaned.

"Who were you making the blanket for?" Hiccup asked, picking up the mess of wool and untangling it.

"I was making it for our baby, I know that we don't know if I'm pregnant yet, but it's not too late to start practicing." She sighed.

"It takes time Astrid, you'll get it." Hiccup told her as he finished untangling the wool and he put on her table on her side of the bed. "Anyway, it's late and we've had a busy day, so I think it's time for some sleep."

Astrid sighed once more, before she done as he suggested and she slid under the furs. "I'm going out for a flight with your sister tomorrow; we're going to check on the other dragon islands...After she's seen the girl she rescued."

Hiccup nodded. "Good, you two haven't done as much stuff together as you normally would since dad died."

"I know, and I feel bad for almost neglecting her, and I can see you do too."

"Yeah, I do feel bad, but I know that she'd try and kill me if I stayed around her all of the time." He sighed.

"I'm sure that she knows that you're there for her." Astrid told him kissing his lips. "Now get some sleep chief, you're back to running the village tomorrow."

Hiccup nodded with a yawn and he moved to slide his arm over Astrid as they both settled down to sleep.

The next morning, Caverna awoke to the smell of breakfast and she made her way out of bed, noticing that the sleeping body of Fishlegs had disappeared, and she made her way to the kitchen. When she got there, she found her boyfriend making breakfast for them both and she smiled, walking up behind him stealthily silent as she slid her arms around her.

"Good morning."

The suddenness of her voice and her touch made Fishlegs almost jump a mile high, but he recovered enough to not drop the spoon or the bowl that he had hold of.

"Oh Caverna, you made me jump." He laughed, waiting until she let go before he moved and put the bowls on the table and she sat across from him as they started to eat.

"What are your plans for today?" He asked.

"Well, Astrid and I are going out later this morning to check on the other dragon islands, but first I've got to go and see Iris and see how she is." Caverna told him. "What about you, what have you got planned for today?"

"Well, Hiccup's put me in charge of training some new villagers with their dragons, then I've got to finish up the section on Deadly Nadders in the book, which I was going to ask you about, could I possibly borrow Lightning?"

"I'm fine with it, but you'd have to ask him." Caverna shrugged as she finished her breakfast, before she took the bowl and spoon to be washed. "But remember to be careful with his foot; it's still going to be tender."

Fishlegs nodded. "Don't worry I will." He watched her grab her swords and strap them to her waist, before he received a kiss on the lips and he smiled watched her pull her jacket on and her hood up.

"I'll see you later." She smiled, before she left through the door and Fishlegs was left alone, though he didn't mind, Caverna always left things early, she hated being late.

Caverna headed up to her brother's house and into his stable, where she found Toothless and Snowcap curled up together and she walked over, gently stroking the dragon's heads.

"Snowcap, wake up..." She whispered, and she watched Snowcap lift her head and untangle herself from a sleeping Toothless, which only woke the dragon.

_"__Go back to sleep Toothless."_ Snowcap told him.

_"__Where do you think you're going?"_ He asked her.

_"__Caverna has to go and see that human she rescued."_ Snowcap told him.

_"__Can't you stay a little longer?"_ He asked, nuzzling her neck.

"You can stay if you want to Snowcap." Caverna told her, catching on to what was happening.

Snowcap nuzzled her rider, before she nuzzled into Toothless, the pair settling back down once more as Caverna left the stables and closed the door, pulling her face mask on as well, especially now that the wind had started to bite. As she braced herself against the cold, she made her way up to Gothi's hut. She got there surprisingly fast since she was only walking, and when she reached the door, she pulled down her face mask and knocked. It took mere seconds before the short woman that was Gothi was standing in the open doorway.

"How is she?" Caverna asked, and Gothi moved aside, letting her in where she found Iris lying on a bed that Gothi had made for her and she was awake, enjoying a small breakfast. "Hi Iris." Caverna smiled.

"Hi." She smiled back. "I don't think I got your name last night, after you rescued me."

"Caverna, Caverna Haddock." She smiled.

Iris smiled. "The leather Viking, who rides a Night Fury yet, cannot have children, that Caverna Haddock?"

"The same." Caverna nodded and she sighed. "Anyway, I'd glad that you're getting better." She turned to leave when Iris stated to panic.

"Wait, I did not mean to offend you, Great Warrior." She told her.

"I am not offended, but I need to return to the village and do my share, stay as long as Gothi will allow and regain your strength, then we will bring you into the village where I'm sure my brother would let you stay." Caverna told her, and the two shared a nod of both agreement and farewell, and Caverna left.

As she got a few feet away, she found Snowcap, Astrid and Stormfly waiting for her, and she smiled, jumping onto her dragons back before the group flew off to complete their task. Meanwhile, Fishlegs was trying his luck at asking Lightning to be his study subject for the day, and at this point, he'd not even walked into the stable where the male Deadly Nadder was. In fact, he'd frozen until he heard a thud behind him and he turned around to see that Valka had landed Stormcutter behind him.

"Hello Fishlegs, what's the matter?"

"I'm just...Waiting to get the courage to get Lightning out." He sighed. "I'm such a coward."

"You're not a coward Fishlegs, even I find Lightning hard to handle sometimes." She told him.

Fishlegs sighed. "Compared to Caverna I'm so much of a coward, I'm surprised she loves me." He told her with a sudden laugh.

"Well my daughter does have a strong heart." Valka agreed, before she watched the young man before he pull open the doors to the stable and sure enough there Lightning was, preening his deep purple scales.

"Lightning..." Fishlegs walked forward as he spoke, his voice shaking with nerves.

Lightning looked up at hearing his name, and he simply stared at the large man in front of him, before he recognised him as the one who had embarrassed Caverna and the mere fact that he was here started to ruffle his spines the wrong way, and Valka saw this.

"Um Fishlegs, I think you'd best get out of the way, before he spikes you." She advised.

This time, Fishlegs didn't think twice, he took Valka's advice and ran as fast as his legs could carry him straight out of the stables and back towards the village. Watching him go, Valka climbed onto her dragons back as she watched Lightning fly off and she too flew off to check on the dragons at the stables. She was thoroughly amused at the amount of hatred her daughter's Deadly Nadder hated his rider's choice of lover, and she didn't think that she would ever know why, but she certainly knew that Lightning hated Fishlegs and it was quite funny to watch.


	47. Confessions

Meanwhile, while Lightning and Fishlegs didn't seem to be getting along and getting things done, Caverna and Astrid had gotten plenty done and right at that moment, they were sitting on a beach relaxing.

"So, how's the baby thing going?" Caverna asked.

"It's going fine, just tiring." Astrid laughed.

Caverna smiled. "Yeah, I'm sure sex is tiring." She sighed.

"What's up, you're not still feeling off about the whole bad luck charm thing, are you?"

"No, it's not that...Fishlegs asked me to sleep with him last night." She confessed.

"Like, sleep together as in sex or just sleep together as in sleep?" Astrid asked, suddenly sitting up on her knees, staring intently at her sister-in-law.

"Sleep together as in sex." She confirmed.

"What did you say?" Astrid asked.

"Well, I said no." She told her. "And had a mini mental freak out, but he didn't notice that bit."

"Why did you say no?" Astrid asked her. "And tell me the truth, do you not feel ready?"

"I'm scared." She admitted.

"What have you got to be scared of?" Astrid asked, in slight disbelief at what she was hearing, she'd never seen Caverna scared, of anything.

"After what happened, what if he hates me afterwards, after all whatever is left isn't what normal Viking women have to give to the men they love; what if he realises that he doesn't love me after all?" Caverna sighed. "I'm scared to lose him Astrid."

Astrid simply pulled her into a hug, whispering calming words to her in order to make her feel better.

Meanwhile, Hiccup was sat in the Great Hall with Snotlout, and the pair of them was having some lunch as they waited for the girls to come back with news on the other dragon islands.

"So, how are things with Caverna and Fishlegs?" Snotlout asked his cousin.

"Everything is fine as far as I know; it's Fishlegs' relationship with her dragons that's worrying." Hiccup told him.

"What do you mean?"

"Lightning tries to eat him when they're on their own." Hiccup told him, holding back a laugh.

"After Fishlegs confronted Caverna in the Great Hall?" Snotlout asked.

"Yeah." He laughed.

Snotlout burst out laughing, just as the doors to the Great Hall were thrown in and ran in a very red and breathless Fishlegs, and he ran straight up to the cousins.

"Hide me." He wheezed.

"What did you do, piss of Caverna?" Hiccup asked.

"No, it's Lightning; I think he's trying to kill me." He wheezed, before he dived under the table as the doors were thrown open once more by Lightning, and everyone froze when they saw him, before they all pointed over to Snotlout and Hiccup.

As he stalked over, Hiccup and Snotlout moved out of the way, and they watched as Lightning flipped the table with his beak and he stared coldly at Lightning, watching the human who cowered before him, before there was a whistle, and they all turned to see Caverna sat on Snowcap's back in the doorway and she got down as she watched Lightning saunter over to her.

"What are you doing?" Caverna asked him, scratching his chin.

"I think he was trying to terrify Fishlegs." Astrid told her as she walked in and the group walked over to Hiccup, Snotlout and Fishlegs.

"That's...Strange..." Caverna commented, looking at her dragon. "What's the matter boy?"

"He hates me." Fishlegs told her.

"No he doesn't." She laughed, stroking her dragon's cheek, before Lightning limped away towards the door and Caverna helped Fishlegs to his feet.

They were about to say something to each other, when there was a scream from the door and everyone spun around in time to see Lightning pin someone to the floor.

"Lightning, back!" Caverna commanded, and when he didn't, she looked at Snowcap. "Pull him back for me."

Snowcap shook her head and sat down and that was when Caverna realised who it was, if not even Snowcap would move, and then Lightning had trapped the person both dragons hated - Heather. Giving a sigh, Caverna put her fingers to her lips and gave a high pitched whistle, causing Lightning to shake his head and all of the other dragons to do the same, but Lightning limped back to his rider.

"Sorry." Caverna apologised to all of them, before she put her hands on either side of Lightning's jaw. "Boy you have to stop this, no rough housing with the humans, okay?"

Lightning looked at her and he growled quietly, before he nodded and left the Great Hall, leaving his rider and egg sister stood there watching him go.

When he had gone, and Heather had been calmed down, Astrid and Snotlout walked over to Snowcap and Caverna.

"Should you go after him?"

"I'm going to let him calm down for a while, he'll return when he's ready, and if he isn't back by tonight then I'll go and find him." Caverna told them, just as Gobber hobbled over to the group.

"Caverna, lass, Gothi is looking for you, apparently Iris wants to see you." He told her.

"Alright, Snowcap and I will go."

Snowcap looked at her and she nodded, before she allowed Caverna to climb onto her back and they both flew off out of the Great Hall. When they landed outside of Gothi's place, Caverna dismounted, before she touched her dragon's head.

"You go and have some fun; I'll call you if and when I need you." She promised, watching her dragon nod and fly off, before she walked to the dog and gave a knock.

A few seconds later, she was let into the hut by Gothi who gestured to Iris and started to draw in the sand.

_She can go to the village now if she wishes; she is healing well, but must do anything difficult, only simple tasks._

Caverna nodded. "Alright." She looked at Iris who was watching them curiously. "Gothi says that you can come down to the village now, but you aren't to do anything difficult, only simple tasks, but you are healing rather well."

"Great...But I have no where to stay."

"You can come and stay with me." Caverna told her as Iris got to her feet and thanked the elder, before the pair left the hut and started to walk.

"I wouldn't want to intrude on you, are you sure that I would be alright staying with you and your family?"

"It is just me in the house, my dragons sleep in the stables, but I would be glad of the company." Caverna confessed.

This seemed to please Iris and the pair spent the rest of the day with Caverna showing Iris around the village, before bringing her up to the house, bringing her into the spare room, that used to be Hiccup's.

"This will be your room." Caverna told her. "I'm sorry it's plain, it used to be my brother's until he married and moved into the marital house. But if you need anything, my room is upstairs and at the far right."

"Oh...So, what do you do now?"

"Usually I train, or fly, or read." Caverna shrugged. "I eat up in the Great Hall with my friends and family, if you would like to join us."

Iris nodded and she excused herself to go and get used to her new room, and Caverna simply shrugged, going up to her room and she took her jacket off and picked up a book, lying back against the pillows as she started to read.

She was there for a while, before there was a soft nock on the door, and after using a thin piece of wood to mark the page in her book, she walked over and pulled it open, finding Iris on the other side.

"Is everything alright?" Caverna asked.

"Um...Yeah...I just...Uh...I have a confession to make." She told her.

"What confession?" She asked, letting her into her room and Iris walked in taking a few minutes to appreciate the beauty of Caverna's room, from the handmade blanket, to the pictures on the walls, to the weapons beautiful handcrafted and sitting in certain places of the room, to the small amount of books. Carefully, Iris sat on the edge of the bed as Caverna sat on the windowsill.

"What do you have to confess Iris?" Caverna asked, her voice holding both curiosity and calmness that unknowingly helped Iris to keep calm and think straight.

"You know when you found me in the boat, and I was being attacked by Dagur?" Iris asked.

"Yes?"

"Well, there was a reason why he was after me...and well...Um...you see...I'm with child." She whispered, though Caverna still heard.

"And it's Dagur's?" Caverna asked.

Iris nodded, putting her head in her hands, which had Caverna walking over and putting a hand on her shoulder as she sat next to her.

"No matter what happens you'll be fine, and you have my protection." Caverna promised.

"There's something else." Iris whispered.

"What else?" She asked.

"The child wasn't meant to be conceived; he only bedded me because I look like you, it was your name he called out in passion." She told her. "He said such cruel and horrid things about what he wanted to do to you, he said that he wanted you to relive what happened to you and to know that it was he who done it."

The words of her confession made Caverna's blood boil and she wanted to snap Dagur's next for this, but she also knew something, if Dagur was going to go through that much trouble to burn her alive for the sake of killing the child, what else would he do now that she was on Berk? All she knew was that she had to protect Iris and her unborn child, maybe at the cost of her own life, but she knew that Berk needed to be ready for a war, a war that they might possibly lose.
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That night, Caverna made a promise to keep Iris' baby a secret but to also offer the woman her protection, and she even went as far as to swear the warrior promise so that Iris knew that she would do as asked. Together, they walked up to the Great Hall and found the table where Caverna's friends and boyfriend where, before Caverna brought her up to the chief's table to meet her brother and his wife.

"Hiccup, Astrid." Caverna spoke, causing the two to look at her and smile in welcome.

"Caverna, will you and your friend be joining us?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes please, Great Dragon Master." Iris spoke, and she took the seat beside Astrid as Caverna sat on the other side of her brother.

"Hiccup, Astrid, this is Iris, Iris this is my brother Hiccup and his wife Astrid." Caverna introduced before she explained to her brother that Iris was living with her in the Haddock house.

Hiccup was happy with that, and the four started to eat, occasionally joining in with each other's conversations. Iris got on really well with Astrid and Hiccup, and this pleased Caverna, though she kept this quiet, even the smile on her face wasn't easily seen.

"Caverna, had Lightning come home yet?" Astrid asked after a while.

"No, not yet, but I'm not worried, he's a big boy." Caverna told her, she sounded confident, so this put Astrid at rest.

The rest of the night went smoothly, with all four of them eating their fill and making good conversation that was happy and light, before Caverna turned serious towards the end of the night.

"Hiccup, tomorrow night we need to discuss something, it's something important." She told him when they were getting ready to head home.

Hiccup looked at her and nodded. "Aright Caverna, meet me in the Great Hall tomorrow."

Caverna nodded and they bid their farewells, before she and Iris headed back to the house, and when they were away from them, Iris looked at her.

"You made a warrior promise not to tell anyone."

"I made a promise not to tell him your secret and to protect you, I'm still keeping those promises, but my brother needs to be warned against a possible war, don't worry he won't find out anything you don't want him to." Caverna assured her.

Iris nodded, letting the subject go at that point, she knew that Caverna was right, and both stayed quiet as they walked to the house, and Iris went straight to her room as Caverna shut the door and brought her another blanket and a pillow. When she was comfortable, Caverna left her to sleep before she went up to her own room and just lay on her bed, facing the window, waiting for the telltale sign that her boy was back, and for the whole night, she never got one. The next morning, Caverna was up early and she went down to the stables, finding only Snowcap in there and she sighed, waking her dragon as she put a basket of fish beside her.

Whilst her dragon was eating, Caverna went to get her saddle, and when she returned she found that Snowcap was sat in front of her brother's bed, wondering the same question that she was: Where was Lightning?

"I'm sure he's fine." Caverna told her, scratching her ears, before she put the saddle on her back and fastened it.

Snowcap whined softly, before rider and dragon walked out of the stables and found Iris waiting for them.

"I was about to go to the Great Hall to find you...She's beautiful." She told her when she saw Snowcap. "What's her name?"

"Her name is Snowcap." Caverna told her.

"Can I touch her?" She asked.

"You'd have to ask her." Caverna told her.

"May I?" Iris asked the dragon, who simply bowed her head to her and Iris took this as the sign that it was okay to touch, and she rested her hand on top of the dragon's head. "She's amazing."

Caverna smiled. "She is, now come on we need to get to the Great Hall." She told the two and all three of them started walking towards the Great Hall.

When they got there, they were greeted with the sight of Hiccup and Toothless, with Hiccup sitting in the Chief's chair and Toothless sat beside him. At seeing Toothless, Snowcap ran up to him and the both shared a loving nuzzle, before Hiccup and Caverna shared a hug as a greeting.

"What was it you wanted to speak to me about?" Hiccup asked, sitting back in the throne as Iris stood next to Caverna at the bottom of the steps that led up to it.

"We need to speak about a possible war." Caverna told him.

"What do you mean; we are at peace with everybody." Hiccup told her.

"Not with the Berserker tribe." Caverna told him.

"Why would Dagur cause war with us?" Hiccup asked.

Caverna gestured to Iris. "He tried to kill her, he failed, who's to say that he won't try again?"

"Why does he want to kill you anyway Iris?" Hiccup asked.

Iris just looked at Caverna in fear, before Caverna simply nodded to her. "He's the chief, he won't judge."

Iris nodded, before she told Hiccup what she had told Caverna and she watched his expression change to that of disbelief and then amazement and then horror at the thought that even someone as deranged as Dagur could do that to someone.

"Don't worry Iris, he won't hurt you again." Hiccup promised.

"There's one thing though, I know that I might not look it, but I'm really nearly full term, I just tie my bands tighter and tighter each time and don't eat." She told them. "Just so he didn't find out, but my mother told him before he killed her." She started to cry.

"Everything is going to be alright." Caverna promised, looking over at her brother. "Right Hiccup?"

Hiccup nodded. "Of course." He looked at the door as it opened and Astrid walked in with Gothi and Astrid was beaming.

Astrid saw the look on Iris' face and the determination on both Hiccup and Caverna's faces and her smile turned from pure happiness to uncertainty.

"What's going on?" Astrid asked.

"We'll have to tell you later." Caverna told her. "Lightning still isn't home, so Snowcap and I were going out to look for him and Iris could come if she wanted."

"Oh, um, could you wait a few minutes, there's something that I've got to tell you." Astrid told them.

"What is it m'lady?" Hiccup asked, getting up.

"I visited Gothi this morning and she's confirmed it, Hiccup you're going to be a dad again." Astrid told him, her beaming smile coming back and replacing all uncertainty that she was feeling.

Hiccup stood there for a few seconds, before h suddenly swooped Astrid up into his arms. "That's brilliant news m'lady." He smiled, before he put her down. "I'm going to be a dad...I'm going to be a dad..." He whispered before he suddenly fainted with a thud and it caused Astrid and Caverna to burst out laughing.

"Um..Is he okay?" Iris asked.

"Yeah he's fine." Caverna laughed. "My poor older brother has a weak hart for news like this." She pulled a vial from her pouch that was attached to the belt that held her swords and she popped the cork putting it under her brother's nose and watched him jolt awake again and whilst Astrid went to get him a drink, she hoisted him up into the Chief's chair.

"You really need to stop fainting." She told him, watching Astrid hand him a mug of mead.

"I know...I was just...shocked..." He told them as he drank his mead, gaining some courage to stand up properly.

When Caverna had stopped laughing at her brother, and Hiccup was able to be, well, Hiccup, Caverna got ready to fly out.

"Um, chief, would it be okay if I stayed here with you?" Iris asked. "I'm not fond of flying."

"Yeah, that's fine Iris." Hiccup nodded.

Iris smiled as she watched Caverna climb onto Snowcap's back after she had finished nuzzling Toothless and Hiccup kiss Astrid before she climbed onto her dragon's back, before both flew out of the Great Hall, after Astrid promised to be careful, and Caverna promised to keep an eye on her. When they were outside of the Great Hall, Caverna and Astrid had their dragons hover in the air, as Caverna pulled out her horn and she blew it, signalling for the dragon riders to join them. Eret was the first to join them, since he had been up for a while, and he jumped onto Skullcrusher's back as soon as he had gotten outside. The next to join them was Snotlout, who had been woken up by the horn and hurriedly gotten dressed and onto Hookfang, shield and war hammer at the ready. Then came Fishlegs, who had also woken up to the sound of the horn, and finally came the twins, who were arguing as they got to them.

"What's up Caverna?" Eret asked.

"Lightning didn't come home last night, so we are splitting into teams to find him, Fishlegs, I'm sorry love but you'll have to be on your own the South this time, the twins will search North or Berk, Snotlout and Eret, the East and Astrid and I will take the West. If we find him or any trace of him, we send word through our Tiny Terrors." Caverna told them. "Is that clear to everyone?"

"Of course." Fishlegs nodded. "Be careful." He told her before he flew off, and Astrid and Caverna waited until everyone had flown off in their own directions, before they went out in theirs.

They flew for a while, both girls placing comforting hands on their dragons every few minutes, they searched many islands, all of them coming up empty, as the landed on one island to rest, Stormfly and Snowcap both seemed pretty glum.

"Hey, don't worry girl, we'll find him, he can't have gone far in one night." Astrid told her Nadder, gently stroking her scales.

_"__Is it true Snowcap, will he be alright?"_ Stormfly asked her dragon companion.

_"__I have to believe that he will be."_ Snowcap told her._ "My egg brother is strong, even with an injury he will fight to come home to us, the fact that he hasn't come home yet, is worrying enough."_

_"__Sorry for being vain and shallow in our hour of worry, but what if he's found another Nadder, one is much more beautiful than I?" _She fretted and Snowcap walked over and nudged her.

_"__Hey, don't think like that, Lightning is a male but he isn't that shallow, he loves you Stormfly, and nothing is going to keep him from you." _Snowcap promised.

_"__I suppose you're right."_ She looked over at their riders who were sharing a drink from a canteen that Caverna had brought_. "They worry as well, right?"_

Snowcap simply nodded, looking at her human mother in worry, she worried for her small family, and what trouble was to befall on them now if they couldn't find her egg brother.

"Are you alright?" Caverna asked Astrid as they sat against a rock.

"Yeah, I'm just worried for Lightning; the girls look worried and scared." Astrid told her, looking at the two female dragons opposite them.

"Yeah, me too." Caverna sighed, watching as Snowcap walked over to the lake that they were nearby and she sniffed the water before taking a drink.

Meanwhile, Snotlout and Eret were flying around some islands and they hadn't found anyone either, until Hookfang suddenly dived for the ground.

"Whoa, Hookfang, what the hell?" Snotlout shouted.

"Snotlout, what's up?" Eret asked, following him and both of them landed and Hookfang sniffed from footprints. "Hey, Deadly Nadders have three toes right?"

"Yeah, at least Lightning and Stormfly do." Snotlout told him. "And look, one of them has blood in, and it looks like the same foot that Lightning had his cut on." He looked back at Skullcrusher. "Can you track him?"

Skullcrusher looked up at the boy before he nodded and when Eret had climbed onto his saddle, Skullcrusher went off, following the footprints until he flew into the air. They didn't fly for long, before they got to the edge of the island and below them, they saw a ship.

"That's not one of ours is it?" Eret asked, pointing down to the boat.

"No...That's one of Dagurs!" Snotlout told him. "And look!" He pointed to the boat where they were a show of purple, and the calls of a Deadly Nadder that rang familiar to both of them. "Dagur's got Lightning!"

"We need to get back and get Caverna, and Hiccup." Eret told him.

"This means war, and neither of them are going to let Dagur live after this, especially not Caverna if Lightning is harmed." Snotlout told them as they had their dragons fly back as fast as they could.

However, Dagur was on the ship and he held an evil smirk as he watched the two men fly away, before he heard a thud followed by the calls of a Nadder and he turned to face Lightning. "Oh will you shut up!" He shouted at the dragon. "She isn't coming, your precious mother doesn't care about you or they would have saved you!"

Lightning looked at him with eyes full of hatred, but he didn't stop trying to get free from his chains. _"I'm going to kill you, you pathetic little human, slowly and painfully I will end you."_

"Set sail for Berk, his poor mother will be missing her child; we must return him to her." Dagur smirked. "And get back my prize."

"But Sir, what happens if they don't give up the girl for the dragon?" One of his sailors asked.

"Then we kill the dragon, that stupid Iris and her unborn brat, as well as those dragon riders, and we burn Berk to the ground!" He told him. "But we will leave Caverna alive to witness everything."

"But won't she take down everyone she comes up against?"

"When we kill her dragon, she'll lose all cause to fight." Dagur promised them. "Now set sail for Berk!" He ordered.

Lightning heard it all, and he looked up at the sky for any signs of his mate, his egg sister or his human mother, he found none, but he knew that none of them would let him die; he had faith in the small family of his, and he knew that that was something that Dagur could never understand.

By the time Snotlout and Eret had returned to Berk, everyone was gathered with Hiccup, telling him what they had seen, but nothing compared to what Snotlout and Eret had seen, the only problem was that the one person that they needed wasn't there.

"Where's Caverna?" Snotlout asked the minute that he dismounted from Hookfang's saddle.

"Caverna and Astrid are on their way back, why what's up Snotlout, you look like you've seen a ghost." Ruffnut told him, walking over.

"Sort of...Hiccup, Dagur has Lightning." Snotlout told him.

Hiccup had almost frozen, he knew that this now meant war, but it also meant that Caverna was going to hit the roof when she found out.

"And we think he's coming here." Eret told him.

"When Caverna gets here, send both her and Astrid up to the Great Hall, the rest of you gather the other warriors, and meet me in the Great Hall." Hiccup told them, before he climbed onto Toothless' saddle and the pair flew off towards the Great Hall.

"I'll stay and wait for the girls; you guys should go and get the warriors." Fishlegs told them.

"Sounds fair, I mean Meatlug is the slowest, so we can gather the dragons faster." Tuffnut told them.

"See?" Fishlegs asked.

Everyone nodded, flying off, before Fishlegs climbed up onto his saddle and waited. He wasn't waiting for long before he saw two dots in the distance, flying closer and suddenly Stormfly and Snowcap were landing on the ground.

"Fishlegs, any news?" Caverna asked.

"Yeah...Hiccup wants us all to get to the Great Hall, right away." Fishlegs told her.

With a nod, they all flew off into the Great Hall, dismounting as they got to the stairs and they all ran up them, the dragons staying outside with the others.

_"__What's happening?"_ Stormfly squawked as she found the other dragons, she sounded anxious and nervous about what she was possibly about to hear.

_"__My rider and Skullcrusher and the other boy found Lightning."_ Hookfang told her.

_"__Is he alright, did you bring him home?"_

_"__Stormfly, relax."_ Meatlug told her, nudging her.

_"__How can I relax when my mate could possibly be wounded or worse?"_ She screeched.

_"__Stormfly!"_ Snowcap suddenly shouted over the noise the Deadly Nadder was making. _"Let Hookfang finish."_ She looked at Hookfang. _"Go on Hookfang."_

_"__Dagur has him."_ Hookfang told them. _"We don't know what he plans to do with him, but knowing that strange little human, this isn't going to be good."_

_"__Then why are we standing around, we have to go and find him!" _Stormfly insisted.

_"__No, we need to wait for our riders and Toothless, they will know what to do."_ Snowcap told her.

Stormfly looked at them before she sighed_. "Fine."_ She then moved to sit down in the ground, and she put her head under her wing, hiding from view as she started to almost cry.

Meanwhile, in the Great Hall, Caverna had just been told the news of where her dragon was and she seemed to be taking it rather well.

"So, what do we do?" She asked her brother who was stood at the head of the table opposite her.

"This will mean that we go to war." Hiccup sighed. "But it can't be avoided this time, Dagur has taken one of our dragons, which goes against our treaty, this means that we go to war."

"But he's going to offer you a settlement first." Iris spoke up. "He will want to trade your dragon for me...Why don't you take the trade?"

"Because, even if we did surrender you to him, he could still try and destroy us." Fishlegs told her.

"So that settles it, we fight him." Snotlout told them, putting his war hammer on the table.

"Cousin, your thoughts on suicide are inspiring, but I have a better idea." Caverna told him.

"What is it Caverna?" Astrid asked.

Caverna just smiled, before she started to tell them all her plan, and it was very easy to do with a high chance of success, so naturally, they went for it.

The next day, everyone was hard at work on making and sharpening weapons, making and fixing armour and getting ready for battle. The dragon riders were each taking it in turns for century duty and keeping an eye on the sea for any signs of Dagur. On this day, it was Caverna's turn and she was sat on the cliff edge with Snowcap and Iris.

"The ocean is beautiful, isn't it?" Iris asked.

"Yeah, it is." Caverna smiled.

"I once dreamt of sailing to the ends of the Earth, just to see what was out there." She smiled. "Have you ever been out past the archipelago?"

"A few times, my brother, sister-in-law and I would see how far out we could get and find new islands and new dragons, but then he became chief and I haven't had the time to go out there." Caverna sighed. "Sometimes I wish I'd travelled a lot more, but then I probably wouldn't have found my real family."

"Caverna...I have something to ask of you." Iris asked her.

Caverna looked at her. "What is it?"

"Well, I know that we've only known each other for a couple of days...But I know that you honour your word and that you're loyal and protective..."

"Iris, where is this going?" Caverna asked her.

"I wanted to know, whether if something happens to me which means that I won't see my baby grow up...Then...Will you...Will you be my child's mother?" She asked, hiding her face from the warrior who sat beside her.

Caverna was silent for a while, before she looked at her. "Speaking if this is a big if, but yes I will act as mother to your child if the need arises, because I take it as an honour to raise a child whose mother had strength of heart to rival that of my own."

Iris looked at her and she smiled seeing that she had a look of seriousness in her eyes and she suddenly threw her arms around her in a hug. "Thank you Caverna, thank you."

"You're very welcome." Caverna smiled, hugging her back.

However, their moment was broken by a growl and a snarl from Snowcap, and both women pulled away and Caverna got to her feet, looking out at the ocean and she saw Dagur's ship.

"Iris, get the horn from my saddlebag." Caverna told her. "Today has just got a bit more interesting."

Iris nodded and done as she told, watching as Caverna took the horn that was handed to her and she blew it, the sound carrying over Berk.

"Stay here." Caverna told her as she climbed onto Snowcap's back and flew off towards the ship.

Meanwhile, in the Great Hall, Hiccup was discussing battle strategies with his best warriors and reluctantly for him this involved Astrid.

"Do you think Caverna's plan is going to work?" Snotlout asked from where he stood next to his cousin, looking over the idea of the plan.

"I hope so." Hiccup told him, before they all looked up as they heard horn. "Warriors get ready that was the warning." He pulled on his armour as Astrid got onto Stormfly's back, putting her battle axe in place, Snotlout climbed onto Hookfang, brandishing his hammer and shield, and Fishlegs waited by the doors, . When he was ready, he walked over to Astrid.

"Be careful out there, I don't want either of you hurt." Hiccup told her.

"We'll be fine, you and Toothless be careful too."

Hiccup smiled, scratching Stormfly's chin. "Look after them Stormfly."

Stormfly nodded her head as a promise, before both rider and dragon watched Hiccup climb onto Toothless' back. Astrid looked down at her still fairly flat stomach and she gently rested a hand on it.

"I'll be careful with you; I won't lose you this time." She told herself in her head, before she threw herself back into the mind of battle. Then they all waited, ready for battle, and ready for the signal.

However, Caverna wasn't thinking of bringing her family and friends into it right now, she'd come up against the Skrill and she had been dropped into the water as planned by Snowcap, and she was now swimming below the boat, where she saw the next stage of her plan – the Scauldron. Pulling out the horn, she blew it underwater and the Scauldron swam over, where Caverna rested a hand on its head and she pointed up at the boat, then with a nod, it was gone. However, Caverna put her head out of the water, just in time to see the Scauldron rise out of the water and shoot hot water blasts at any soldiers it could, then whilst they were occupied, she climbed onto the boat, as silent and as invisible as possible. She saw her dragon tied up in chains, and this enraged her, but she kept the fire at bay, only letting it show in her eyes before she slid over to him, but managed to keep his quiet.

"Well, well, I was wondering when the mother hen would return."

The maniacal voice came from Dagur, who stood behind her and after a few minutes, Caverna turned around.

"Give me back my dragon Dagur and this doesn't have to get any worse." Caverna told him.

"Well, actually, it does, because I want that whore dead, and you want your dragon, so unless I get what I want, I will kill your dragon, that whore, that thing she carries and you and your family, friends etc." He told her with a wave of his hand.

"And I will rip you limb from limb." She told him, pulling her horn from her pocket. "But I'm not doing it alone."

However, before she could get it to her lips, one of Dagur's men grabbed her from behind and pinned her hands to her side, but it caused her to drop the horn.

"Not looking so good now, are you Leather Warrior." Dagur told her, holding the blade of his sword to her neck.

"You should know by now, I always have a plan B." She told him, before she suddenly kicked one of the metal balls that held down Lightning's chains and ignoring the crack that came with it of the bone in her foot breaking, she watched as Lightning was released. He shook off the chains and straightened out, suddenly giving a Deadly Nadder call before he hit the man who had hold of Caverna, with his tail, having just enough force for him to release her, and he soon advanced on Dagur, spines bristling. As Lightning kept Dagur at bay, Caverna threw herself for her horn, and she put it to her lips just as some soldiers came from her, and she blew it as hard as she could.

Back in the Great Hall, everyone was getting restless, wondering what was keeping Caverna so long from asking for their help, and some of the Vikings even speculated that she had been captured, but Hiccup and Valka tried to ignore them.

"She's alright, right?" Hiccup asked his mother as she came up on Cloudjumper beside him.

"She's alright." Valka nodded. "She has to be, she has her father's spirit."

Hiccup smiled at that, but it fell when he heard Eret's voice. "Maybe he's captured her, and he's torturing her, hoping to bring us out."

"Eret, shut up!" Hiccup suddenly snapped, causing everyone to jump.

"Wait!" Astrid suddenly cried before the two men started to argue. "Listen!"

As everyone listened, they heard the faint sound of the horn, and they all had a small smile of relief on their faces.

"It's Caverna!" Snotlout shouted, spurring Hiccup into action.

"Dragon Rider's, Warriors and Defenders of Berk, lets save our battle sister and stop Dagur once and for all!" Hiccup told them and they all let out a battle cry as they readied their weapons, and Hiccup pulled down his mask, before the doors of the Great Hall opened and everyone flew out to the cheers of the rest of the village. As they raced towards Dagur's ship, they found Snowcap and the Skrill, and Snowcap was already bleeding from her wounds.

"Snotlout, Eret, Astrid, get rid of the Skrill, and then help us." Hiccup told them.

"On it!" They all shouted, before they flew off to help Snowcap.

When they got to Dagur's ship, they found Caverna fighting off two soldiers as Lightning was still advancing on Dagur and both dragon and human were in a fight, Lightning trying to hit him with a spine, or missing on purpose in hopes of scaring him, either way, he never hit him.

"Caverna!" Hiccup shouted, but this wasn't his smartest move as it distracted Caverna who looked up, but as she looked up, she was pushed overboard. "No!"

At hearing the splash of Caverna being thrown into the water, Lightning stopped and he looked around for her, before he realised what had happened and he suddenly dived into the water after her. Watching the water, everyone saw the bubbles slowly die until they were no more and the Berkians all sat in their saddles watching in amazement, before they all heard Dagur's deranged laugh.

"At least the 'Leather Warrior' has been dealt with!" He crowed, his men all applauding him, whilst the Berkians held their heads in mourning, but soon they wondered why. After a few seconds, something shot out of the water with a battle cry and they saw Caverna being launched out of the water screaming a battle cry as she tackled Dagur to the floor of the boat and Lightning flew above her, ready to fire at any warriors who came by.

At seeing her and Dagur start fighting, the Berkians all cheered her on, before they too returned to fighting. Meanwhile, Dagur and Caverna were locked in the heat of battle, each of them aiming to kill the other.

"She told me everything." Caverna told him as they circled each other.

"Oh really?" Dagur asked a horrible grin on his face.

"Yes, she told me how you wished it was me, and how you'd make me relive what happened to me over and over again." She seethed, and the more she spoke about what Iris had told her, the angrier she got, and the better she got with her swords, and suddenly she had Dagur on the floor, cowering, his weapons miles away from him, and around them everyone had stopped to take in the scene. Caverna stood above Dagur a sword drawn and held above her head, ready to plunge into his body for the final strike, but she paused.

"Please...Caverna...Please don't do this." Dagur begged.

"Caverna, you don't have to kill him." Valka called to her.

"Kill him Caverna, the bastard deserves it." Eret shouted, some other Vikings joining in with him in agreement.

"Caverna, think this through." Astrid told her as she walked over. "Don't be a murderer like him, be you, be the Leather Warrior, and be Caverna Haddock."

Caverna looked at her, before she brought the sword down and sheathed it. "Leave these waters Dagur, or next time you come here, I will kill you."

She promised, before she and Astrid went back to their dragons, however as they were about to climb onto their dragons, someone shouted for them to look out and they turned to find Dagur running at them holding a dagger. At seeing the danger, Caverna used herself as a shield for Astrid, but before the blade could fall, there was a splash and they all looked to find Lightning stood in front of the girls and Dagur floating in the sea. With that, Caverna jumped up onto her dragons back as Snowcap flew above them and they soon flew alongside each other, as everyone headed home.

Later that night, Caverna had patched up Snowcap and she was now settled with Toothless in his stable, whilst Lightning was eating his way through his second basket of fish, but no one blamed him, they doubted that Dagur had even thought to feed him whilst he had been his captive. And Stormfly certainly didn't mind, she was too busy sitting in their nest of hay watching him, but she noticed that something wasn't right about him, he was more scared.

_"__What did that deranged human do to you?"_ She asked him once he had joined her in their nest.

_"__Nothing I couldn't handle." _He told her.

_"__Lightning, no jokes, no bravado, and tell me what he did to you."_

_"__He weighed me down with metal balls and chains, I should have been able to break free and not have to have you or my egg sister and human mother coming to rescue me."_ He sighed. _"He could have killed you all, and if he didn't then his Skrill certainly could have."_

_"__Lightning, my love, it's alright nothing was ever going to happen to us." _Stormfly told him, nuzzling him, and just then she saw it, the fragile Lightning. The bit of himself that he'd kept hidden since his first attack when he was a baby, the side that he hid with all of his bravado and anger. And if she was honest, she liked this side just as much as his regular ones.

_"__Everything is going to be okay now my love."_ She promised him, watching him settle and soon fall asleep beside her. _"It's my turn to keep you safe, and believe me, I will."_

Meanwhile, in the Haddock house, Caverna was getting ready for bed, when she heard a knock on her bedroom door.

"Come in." She called and she watched Iris push the door open. "Hey Iris, what's up?"

"I was just coming to thank you for everything that you did today, for not handing me and my child over to Dagur, and for keeping your promise." She smiled.

"You're very welcome." Caverna nodded, taking off her flight jacket and putting it on the edge of her bed.

"I also wanted to thank you for saying that you would look after my child if anything was to happen to me, but I wanted to know, does that still count for after today?" She asked.

"Like if you died of an illness or something once the child is born?" Caverna asked and when Iris nodded, she thought about it. "Yeah I guess so." Caverna smiled. "Like I told you, it would be an honour to look after your child Iris." She smiled.

Iris smiled and that was where the two left the conversation that night, with Iris heading to her room to sleep and Caverna climbing under her bear skin blanket before blowing out the candle and falling asleep easily.
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"How about Ivan?" Caverna asked as she stood on a pile of rocks and wooden planks, fixing one of the doors to the cells in the training academy wit Astrid and Iris stood on the ground handing her things. It had been a few weeks since the attack, and so far, Iris' baby hadn't made an appearance.

"No way, I know too many Ivans." Iris told her.

"Well, what about something like, Brynjar?" Astrid asked, handing Caverna a nail.

"Trust you to pick a name that means 'warrior in armour'." Caverna laughed as she took the nail and started hammering it into the door.

"Or if it's a girl, you could call her, Magnhild, it means 'powerful in battle'." Astrid offered again.

"Well, I think I've found the theme for the name of yours and my brother's child Astrid, but seriously, every name you suggested has something to do with war." Caverna told her as she finished that side of the door, and she climbed down.

"What's the theme for mine and Astrid's children?"

All of the women turned around and saw Hiccup standing there and they looked back at each other.

"Astrid's just going to name your children to the theme of war and battle." Caverna shrugged.

"Why are you discussing names?" Hiccup asked Astrid, who almost skipped over and slid her arms around him.

"Because Iris is having her baby any day now." Astrid told him. "And she still doesn't know what to call him"

"Or her." Iris and Caverna shouted over.

"Oh...Right...Um has anyone seen Toothless?" Hiccup asked them.

"No, and come to think of it, I haven't seen Snowcap either." Caverna told him. "If you want, I'll help you look for them, we can go on Lightning, last I saw he was by the Great Hall anyway."

The siblings nodded, before they looked at Astrid and Iris, as Astrid was strapping the bag of nails and wood to Stormfly.

"Are you two going to be okay?" Hiccup asked.

"Yeah, we'll drop these things off with Gobber and then go for a walk or something; it'll be fun and relaxing." Astrid told them, earning a nod of agreement from Iris. "Come on Iris, let's go." Astrid told her, and the pair of them started to walk out of the arena, as Caverna whistled.

Hiccup watched them go, just as Lightning landed in the arena, a few weeks had done the Deadly Nadder good since he was caught by Dagur, and he had healed up almost fully.

"Hey Lightning." Caverna greeted, scratching his chin. "Listen, we need your help to find the Night Furies, are you up to it?"

Lightning simply blinked, nodding his head, and he moved to almost kneel down so that Caverna could get on his back and she pulled Hiccup on behind her. When they were ready, they took off, Lightning was fast, but he wasn't as fast as his egg sister and his Alpha, but Hiccup knew that it wouldn't stop him from trying, so he didn't complain, just enjoyed the ride. They searched the village from above, occasionally stopping at places, such as the Great Hall, the Dragon Stables, Gobber's forge, the well, Gothi's hut and even Raven's Point. However, each point came up empty, this carried on until the early evening, and then they came to the cove and that was when they saw it. In the cove there was a new formation of rocks that had been made, only it looked to have been put there on purpose, and as they landed, the siblings could make out the red fabric of Toothless' tailfin.

"Toothless, are you here bud?" Hiccup called out as he got off of Lightning's back, and helped Caverna down as well.

"Snowcap, are you here too?" She called out, and suddenly out of the rock formation jumped the two Night Furies, and they bounded over, jumping onto their riders.

"Toothless, what's gotten into you bud?" Hiccup asked as he laughed, pushing the Night Fury off of him.

When he was off of him, Toothless took Hiccup's metal leg in his mouth and dragged him over to the rock formation.

"Bud, what's going on?" Hiccup asked him and Toothless pointed to the opening off the rock formation, as Snowcap came over with Caverna and she done the same, before Snowcap slid into the opening.

Sharing a look with her brother as Toothless also darted inside, Caverna simply shrugged at him.

"Well, we did come to see where they had gone; so we might as well see what they have been doing." She told him, before she went inside the cave, inside it was big, with enough room for both dragons and themselves, but it was a bit on the short side, not very good for the tall and lanky Hiccup, who hit his head on the ceiling.

"Careful." Caverna told him as she made her way over to her dragon and found her curled around something. "What have you got there, girl?" Caverna asked.

Snowcap looked at her, before she moved to sit back on her hunches and show her human rider, who was staring, open mouthed at what she saw.

"Hiccup, get your butt over here." Caverna told him and she heard the scuffling of her brother who was soon standing next to her, staring.

Right in front of them was a Night Fury nest, and inside the nest lay around twelve eggs, each one ribbed with the same blue stripes that had been around the first nest of eggs the couple had had. The riders were happy, but also shocked this time they had no idea that Snowcap was getting ready to lay eggs and looking up at the still slightly surprised look of Toothless, neither did he. But amongst the surprise, there was a look of love, just as there was in Snowcap who also looked tired.

"Congratulations you two." Caverna told them, stroking their cheeks gently."Hiccup and I will leave you two alone for a bit, come back to Berk when you're both good and ready, right Hiccup?" She asked, looking at her brother.

"Of course." He told them, stroking Toothless. "Good job bud." He praised his dragon, before the siblings both left the den that had been created, and they walked back to Lightning.

"Let's get back to the village Lightning." Caverna told him as she climbed onto his back and pulled Hiccup up with her.

As they flew back, they found Astrid outside of hers and Hiccup's house, and they landed nearby, both siblings jumping off of Lightning's back as he ran to Stormfly, clucking and trilling as he went. The noise of Lightning caused by Stormfly to lift her head up from where she had been lying down in the sun, and Astrid to stop chopping wood ad looked over and she smiled at seeing Lightning and Stormfly run to each other and nuzzle each other.

"Hey, did you find them?" Astrid asked, putting down her axe as she saw Hiccup and Caverna walking towards her and she embraced Hiccup.

"Yeah, and you wouldn't believe what we found." He laughed.

Astrid just looked at him curiously, before she looked at Caverna who also smiled, and it was proud smile indeed.

"Toothless and Snowcap have a nest in the cove." Caverna explained.

"They're due to have eggs?" Astrid asked.

"Nope, they have a nest full of them; I think that there must have been around twelve eggs in there." Hiccup told her.

"Whoa...But wait, it's not Snoggletog, how could they be ready to lay their eggs so soon?"

Caverna shrugged. "They're Night Furies; they don't exactly follow the normal traditions."

"That is true." Astrid laughed. "Would you like to join us for some food Caverna?" She asked. "Unfortunately, it's only bread, cheese and meat, but you're more than welcome to join us for stew later."

"I should really go and find the others, but I'm sure I can spare some time for bread and cheese." She smiled, and she followed the two inside, looking around the new Haddock house. It closely resembled Hiccup's childhood home, but it was smaller, with some trunks piled in the corner.

"What is in the trunks Astrid?" Hiccup asked.

Astrid looked over at the trunks before she looked back. "My father came by earlier, apparently my mother wanted to give me them for our baby."

"Do you regret telling her?" Caverna asked.

"A bit, because if anything happens, it's you who will get the blame." She sighed, looking at her sister-in-law.

Caverna simply shrugged, her face expressionless, before she sat at the table with Hiccup and Astrid as Astrid brought the food over and they all started to eat what they wanted.

They stayed there for a while, before Caverna had to leave to find the others, and she set off walking and she soon came across her cousin who was showing off with his axe throwing skills in front of some friends.

"You see, it's all in the grip." He told them, throwing the axe and hitting the middle of the target, causing some of the girls to swoon, especially when he showed off his muscles. However, they all got the shock of their lives, when the target next to his suddenly had daggers embedded in the centre and they all turned to see Caverna stood there.

"Actually, cuz it's all in the wrist." She smiled.

"Show off." Snotlout told her with a laugh, before he threw her daggers back to her when he got them out of the barrel target.

Caverna simply bowed, before she had all of her daggers back where she had gotten them from and she looked at him. "Anyway, have you seen Fishlegs?"

"Nope." Snotlout told her.

"I saw him; he was talking to Heather at the Dragon Academy." One of the girls that her cousin was trying to impress, told her.

"Alright, thank you." She smiled, before she left them to it, walking down towards the Dragon Academy where she came across Fishlegs who was scribbling something down in the dragon manual, and Heather was looming over him.

"This is looking pretty good Fishlegs, you're really talented." Heather told him.

"Um...Thank you Heather." He smiled.

"He is that the Dragon Manual?"

Both of them turned to look at where the voice came from and they found Caverna walking towards them.

"Yeah...Why, what do you need?" Fishlegs asked, walking over to her and sliding his arms around her.

"I have some new information regarding Night Furies." She told him, her arms sliding around his neck.

"Ooh, excellent, let me just get some paper to write it on." Fishlegs told her, hurrying back to the book and he pushed it to the side of him and got ready to write notes on what she was going to say.

Caverna watched him in almost loving satisfaction, and she smiled as he got ready to write everything up.

"Well I'd best leave you to it." Heater told them, leaving the Great Hall.

"Right, I'm ready." Fishlegs told her, beaming and almost bursting with excitement at what he might be told.

"It' about Night Fury egg laying." Caverna told him. "It turns out, they don't always lay eggs when the others do, and the second clutch is bigger...Much bigger."

"Whoa, Snowcap's laid another bunch of eggs?" Fishlegs asked.

"Yeah, the nest is in the cove." Caverna told them. "They have built a cave themselves, out of rocks."

"Wow, this is amazing, why didn't you tell me sooner, I need to see this." He started.

"Whoa, easy love, I only found out today." She told him.

"Oh...hold on you said that the second clutch of eggs that they lay is bigger...How big?" He asked.

"Well she only laid two eggs last time...This time it's gone up to twelve." Caverna told him.

"Whoa..." He looked at her. "Can we go and see them?"

"Yeah sure, I'm sure they won't mind as long as we're careful." Caverna shrugged, and they both got up, Caverna making sure she grabbed the Dragon Manual, leaving the Great Hall and they walked to Meatlug who was at the bottom of the steps eating some rocks. As Fishlegs climbed onto his saddle, Caverna handed him the book, and was about to climb up onto the saddle until Ruffnut came running over.

"What's up Ruff?" Caverna asked.

"Iris, she's having her baby, Gothi said that she's asking for you." Ruffnut told her.

"Alright, I'll head there." She looked at Fishlegs. "Snowcap won't give you any trouble, just be careful." She told him, kissing his cheek, before she looked at Meatlug. "Look after him, and you be careful too." She told her, rubbing the dragon's head. "Alright Ruff, let's go."

Together, the two girls took off running as Fishlegs flew off to gather the information for himself, it seemed that everyone was having a family now, and that brought a calming glow to the Island of Berk, something that hadn't been seen for a while.
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When they got there, Gothi ended up keeping Caverna outside as Healers rushed in to tend to Iris who was screaming inside. Caverna could hear the screams from her friend and words of encouragement from the healers, but nothing seemed to be going well. Ruffnut stayed with Caverna throughout the whole ordeal, being the support that her friend needed in case Iris didn't make it. Eventually, the two were sitting on the edge of the ledge that was outside of Gothi's hut, when the door opened and they both turned as Gothi walked out. Caverna got to her feet as she saw the bundle that Gothi was carrying. When the elder got to Caverna, she held the bundle out to her and Caverna fell to her knees in front of her, and for once Gothi saw fear in her eyes, but pushed her into holding the bundle in her arms.

"The child is very small, we do not know if it will make it to the night."

Everyone looked up to see a healer standing behind Gothi, a grim look on her face as she watched Caverna with the bundle.

"What is it?" Caverna asked her voice quiet as she looked down at the innocent looking face of the baby that was wrapped in a blanket or furs.

"It is a son; Iris gave birth to a son." The healer told her.

"What about Iris, any news of her?" Caverna asked.

"She is weak; she lost a lot of blood, so we are unsure whether she too will make it to the night." The healer told her, before she went back inside but Gothi remained with the two Vikings and the newborn.

"He's gorgeous." Ruffnut whispered.

Caverna smiled slightly. "Gothi, what do I do with him?"

Gothi looked at her, and used a hand under Caverna's chin to get the young woman to look and her and when she was, she started to sign things with her hands.

"She says, take him home, rock him, look after him, love him, you might be all that he has now." Ruffnut told her.

Caverna looked between the two, then to the baby in her arms and she nodded. "Alright, are you coming Ruff?"

"Of course." Ruffnut told her, and together the two set off down towards the village.

The two headed down to Caverna's house and as Caverna held the child, Ruffnut fixed up the rocking cot that was underneath the window near the fireplace with a soft pillow and a warm blanket.

"Did Iris tell you the names she picked?" Ruffnut asked.

"No, she didn't...I guess I'm just going to have to wait until she's better." Caverna told her as she looked down at the infant who had remained asleep in her arms.

"Do you think that's wise?" Ruffnut asked. "I mean, there's no guarantee that Iris will make it."

Caverna just shrugged. "Let's just see what tonight brings." She advised. "Now do you mind going into the village for me to get some milk for him?" She asked.

"Of course, do you want me to get the others as well?"

"Yes, please."

Caverna watched the other woman leave before she moved to sit in front of the fireplace next to the cot, only she still kept hold of the baby. She stayed there for a while longer, holding the child and she occasionally moved the blanket from his face so that she could properly look at him.

"You're going to be fine." She told the child. "You'll make it through the night, because you're strong, just like your mother."

With that, she gently put the child into his new bed, and tucked him up so that he was comfortable and able to be kept warm. It didn't take Ruffnut long to come back with the milk, and Caverna put it in a safe place, before she watched her friend leave again to find the others and she sat back beside the cot watching the baby.

She stayed there for a while, watching the fireplace, her fingers gently brushing those of the baby, when she noticed something out of the corner of her eye – a book. As she slid over to pick it up, she noticed it to b Iris' writing book where she wrote everything down from the day. As she picked it up, a piece of parchment paper fell onto her lap, and putting the book back down, she decided to read it.

_CAVERNA,_

_I DON'T KNOW WHAT POSITION I'LL BE IN WHE YOU FIND THIS LETTER, BUT HOPEFULLYMY CHILD IS FINE AND SAFE WITH YOU. I JUST WANTED YOU TO KNOW THAT I KNOW WHAT TO CALL MY CHILD, SO IF ANYTHING HAPPENS TO ME THEN YOU'LL KNOW THE NAME. IF I HAVE A SON, I WOULD LIKE YOU TO CALL HIM THORIN, BUT IF I HAVE A DAUGHTER, THEN I HOPE YOU'LL LIKE MY SUGGESTION AND CALL HER ASTA. I HOPE YOU CAN KEEP MY CHILD SAFE, I LEAVE THEM IN YOUR CAPABLE HANDS AND IF ANYTHING HAPPENS TO ME, I HOPE THAT YO DON'T LET HIM OR HER FORGET ME. THANK YOU, MY FRIEND._

_IRIS._

Caverna read the note over and over as she slid back over to the child, and she looked at him, smiling slightly as she put the note in her pocket. "Well Thorin, looks like it's just us for a little while." She smiled to herself when the baby simply whimpered, before falling silent in a deep sleep, and Caverna went to put together some food for her supper, before she returned to the child with her plate.

She wasn't sat down for long, before the door burst open, bringing with it a loud noise and a large blast of cold air that snuffed out the fire that had been built. Turning around, and ready to reach for a sword, Caverna saw Astrid, Hiccup, Fishlegs, Ruffnut and Snotlout in the doorway.

"Nice of you to join me." Caverna told them, before she was kneeling beside the cot using the tips of her fingers to calm the baby who started whimpering.

"Caverna...What happened?" Hiccup asked as both he and Astrid sat next to her.

"I don't know, I was only told that neither he nor Iris might make the night, so I'm doing all I can to make sure that he has a chance." She told her brother, looking down at the baby.

"Are you sure that you can handle it?" Hiccup asked her, though he wasn't prepared for the tenseness of his sister's arms and shoulder.

"Why would you ask?" She asked him, she hid her hurt quite well and kept her eyes focussed on Thorin.

"I only ask because you aren't exactly...Well...You aren't the motherly type, so I just thought that the baby would be best with someone who is used to having children around." Hiccup told her.

"And you aren't the fatherly type, and Astrid doesn't look like the motherly type, has anyone ever told you that?" She asked. "Of course not, you're the chief and Chieftess."

"Caverna, that isn't fair." Astrid told her.

"What isn't fair is that you all being worried of how the child will be in my care if I am left to look after him, when I can tell you that despite all everyone thinks I do know how to care for children." She told her. "Now, if that's all you're all here for, then I suggest you leave." She told them, and she moved to pick up the child when he started crying. "Thorin and I will be fine."

She turned to watch everyone leave, even her cousin, Ruffnut and Fishlegs, before she looked down at the baby and went to get him some milk.

Together, the group walked up towards the Great Hall, Hiccup winding his arms around Astrid as they were flanked either side by Fishlegs, Ruffnut and Snotlout.

"Well, that went well." Snotlout observed.

"Shut up Snotlout." Hiccup sighed. "I've really upset her."

"Don't take it to heart Hic, I'm not." Astrid told him. "But you know that she only said that because we upset her."

"But we still don't know if she will manage, so are we just supposed to leave the child with her?" Fishlegs asked.

"Yes." Astrid told them. "Look, we knew that Iris always intended for Caverna to look after the child if anything happened to her, so this was something that Caverna must have prepared for...But how could she have learnt about how to look after children?"

"Well, she wouldn't have asked mom...Maybe other women of the village?" Hiccup offered.

"She could have asked Gothi, that woman is always there for Caverna." Snotlout told them.

"She might have asked my mother, I have started to notice that they have been both talking a lot more nowadays." Fishlegs told them.

"Yeah, that's most likely." Astrid agreed.

"Wait, doesn't Dagur still want the baby dead?" Ruffnut suddenly asked.

"And Iris..." Astrid agreed, before she suddenly realised something. "Hiccup, if he finds out about the child he's going straight for Caverna."

Hiccup tensed up at the mention of Dagur's supposed plan. "We can't let that happen, no one but us will know about the child, no one is to say anything to anyone in case it gets back to Dagur."

They then spent the rest of their night in the Great Hall, whilst Caverna spent hers awake, weapons within reach, sat beside Thorin's crib as she waited out the night, praying to the gods that the child would survive.

By the time morning came, Caverna suddenly jolted into a sitting position from where she had fallen asleep on the floor during the night. Her entire body hurt, but she went straight for the baby, and she beamed in relief when she saw him asleep and snoring softly.

"Well done Thorin, you made it." She told the baby, kissing his forehead.

Whilst the baby slept, she walked to make herself some breakfast, just as there was a knock on the door and after making sure everything was ready, she walked over and pulled the door open to reveal Fishlegs' mother and Fishlegs.

"Hey, what's up?" She asked, looking at them.

"Fishlegs told me that Iris had had her child, I merely came to visit and make sure that you had everything that you needed." Mrs Ingerman told her.

"I was just about to sit for breakfast feel free to join me." Caverna told them, letting them in and she closed the door.

Together, all three of them sat at the table, after Fishlegs made both him and his mother a plate of food. Sitting there, they ate in silence, until there was whimpering from the cot and Caverna got to her feet, walking over and se picked up the bundle of blankets that Thorin had been wrapped in and she brought him back to the table with her, picking up a drink of milk for him on the way and she sat at the table feeding him.

"You're a natural." Mrs Ingerman told her, smiling softly.

"Thank you." She smiled, glancing up before she looked at the baby once more.

They lapsed back into silence as Caverna finished feeding the baby and rocked him gently in her arms.

"Caverna..." Fishlegs started, causing Caverna to look at him.

"Yes?" She asked.

"I'm sorry for how I presented myself yesterday; it wasn't fair to judge you as quickly as I did...Can and will you forgive me for that?"

Caverna thought about it for a moment before she nodded. "I can and I will."

Fishlegs smiled, getting up and he walked around the table to where his girlfriend was sat with the baby and he slid an arm around her, kissing her head as he looked down at the baby. Mrs Ingerman took this as her cue to leave the couple alone and she made sure that they didn't notice.

"Are you sure you want to do this?" Fishlegs asked.

She looked up at him. "I am."

"I just worry, because if Iris does get better and she wants to take the child from Berk, would you leave too?" Fishlegs asked.

"No, I wouldn't." She told him. "My home is here Fishlegs, so if she took Thorin away from Berk, I'd adapt to life without him." She shrugged. "It's not a big deal."

Fishlegs looked at her and for once, he didn't believe her, he thought like everyone else, Caverna wouldn't lose her one chance to be a mother, and there was one thing that worried him and everyone else. How far would Caverna go to keep Thorin in her life? Time would only tell.
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Weeks went by and Caverna and Fishlegs were kept up to date on Iris' recovery and it seemed that she was recovering rather well. In those weeks, Hiccup had seen his sister become more and more attached to baby Thorin, but he didn't want to say something and cause her to take it negatively so he left it to Fishlegs. Thorin was thriving whilst in the care of Fishlegs and Caverna, and somehow the boy grew each week, even Gothi was surprised. But Caverna was occasionally taking him to see his real mother, hoping that this would stop people from thinking too bad of her, and so far, it did, so everyone was happy. This day started off as one of those days.

"Caverna, is he ready to go?" Fishlegs asked, coming down the stairs from Caverna's room where he had been staying.

"Yes Fishlegs, he's ready to go." Caverna smiled, walking to him holding the bundle that held Thorin who was playing with her hair.

"Great, let's go." He smiled and the pair walked outside to where they found Meatlug and Snowcap watching the Night Fury eggs which hatched a few days ago.

"Snowcap." Caverna spoke. "Are you okay to take us?"

Snowcap looked at them and she noticed the baby in her rider's arms, so she nodded, before looking at Meatlug. _"Will you be okay to watch them?"_ She nodded to her babies.

_"__Of course."_ Meatlug told her, before she watched as her rider and his mate and the baby got onto Snowcap's back, and they suddenly flew off, heading for the healer's hut.

Meatlug wasn't left on her own for long, before Snowcap came back after being told that she could go back to her babies if she wanted to when she had dropped her rider and his mate off.

Meanwhile, in the Elder's hut, Caverna walked inside, carrying Thorin as Fishlegs followed her. Inside, they found Iris walking around, getting used to using her legs again after being forced by the elder to lie down for most of the weeks in order to heal, and the minute she saw them, she smiled brightly.

"There's my son." She smiled, walking over and taking the child from Caverna's arms.

"Fishlegs and I have some errands to run, are you guys going to be okay without us?" Caverna asked.

"Of course, I'll see you guys when you come back." Iris smiled, and she watched them leave as the baby as he started to cry. "Oh dear, what's the matter?" She started to soothe him in the way that Caverna had showed her.

When they'd left, Caverna was walking down towards the village with Fishlegs and they were back to holding hands, and smiling with each other.

"So, apart from teaching in the Academy, what else do we have to do?" Caverna asked.

"That's it really." Fishlegs smiled. "Oh...I promised Hiccup that I'd write up the notes on the dragons that you and Astrid found the other week, I've nearly finished it."

"Great, if you need any help, then you know where to find me." She smiled.

"Of course." He smiled as they got into the academy, and found a group of young Vikings sitting around and messing around.

"Vikings!" Caverna shouted and all of the younger Vikings froze. "Now it's time to learn some basics on flying your dragons, so who's in?"

At the question, everyone raised their hands up with a war cry and that was how their day was spent, training, teaching and finishing the Book of Dragons.

That night, Caverna headed home as Fishlegs went to get some food from the Great Hall and when she got home, she was shocked to find Iris sitting in front of the fire and Thorin lying in his cot screaming in tears.

"Iris...What's the matter?" Caverna asked.

"He won't stop crying." She told her, and she sounded close to tears. "I've tried changing him, cuddling him, I've even tried to feed him from my breast, both nothing is soothing him."

"It's alright, he just might not be used to you being around, you haven't been well for a while Iris, remember?" Caverna reminded her, and she walked to the child, picking him up, and a few minutes after he was picked up, Thorin stopped crying.

"How do you do that?" She asked, shocked.

Caverna simply shrugged. "I don't know."

That wasn't the only time that Caverna was able to calm the child when Iris couldn't, and with each time, Iris started to rely more and more on Caverna to look after the baby, even when she started to take on her other tasks again. On such a day, Caverna was helping Hiccup organise some new defences over Berk, and they were laughing and joking as well as trying to be as serious as possible, but now that Astrid had started showing her baby bump, no one was taking Hiccup as serious without making him laugh first.

"I recon the kid is going to be just as baddass as its mother." Snotlout told them.

"For once, I agree with this cousin of mine." Caverna laughed.

"Oh come on, someone be nice." Hiccup complained. "And anyway, save it for a while, we need to get this done."

Everyone went quiet for a while, as they discussed plans and some fought over what would be the best idea, before they all went silent as they thought it through. But the silence was soon broken by the shrill crying of a baby and the doors opened to reveal Iris bringing in a crying Thorin.

"Caverna, he's crying again." Iris told her, and she held the baby out, waiting for Caverna to take him and then she left the great hall.

Watching them, Hiccup's blood was boiling; Iris was taking advantage of his younger sister's lack of ability to have children. So when Iris was gone, he looked at the others.

"Everyone, I need you all to leave, I need to have a word with my sister." He told them and everyone left, even Astrid and Snotlout, even though they lingered for a while. When everyone was gone and they were alone, he looked at his sister.

"She's taking advantage."

"Hiccup, don't start this again." Caverna asked him.

"I don't feel like I have any choice but to start this again, you're not seeing it." Hiccup told her. "Caverna, I know what this means for you, but you can't let her keep coming to you when he cries."

"Hiccup, you don't know what this means to me." She told him. "You've got a child on the way; Thorin is probably the only chance that I'm going to get...Ever." She looked at Thorin in her arms as she spoke. "Just please be happy that I'm being given a chance here Hiccup, please." She asked him.

Hiccup sighed. "I'm sorry Caverna, but I'm not having you being used." With that, he left the Great Hall and went back to helping the village as she stayed behind to look after the baby.

Hiccup walked for a while, inside he was seething from how Iris was treating his sister as well as how his sister was letting herself be treated. Hiccup wasn't a violent man, he left the violence to his sister and his wife, but hi anger suddenly went into overload as he saw Iris flirting with some fishermen and he saw Eret amongst them.

"Iris, we need to talk." He told her as he joined them, by the tone of his voice everyone saw that he wasn't best pleased.

"Yes chief, what is it?" Iris asked.

"Walk with me." He told her and together the two walked back up towards the village.

"What is it we need to talk about chief?" She asked.

"Why are you taking advantage of my sister?" Hiccup asked, being straight to the point. "And don't say that you aren't, because I can see it, you play on the fact that she can't have children, so you make her look after your own child."

"I don't make he do anything!" She snapped. "You know nothing Hiccup, you say that I'm using her, well don't you all use her too?" She asked.

"How dare you." Hiccup told her.

"Yes I dare, because you all use her" Be it to teach about dragons, to fight for you and no doubt she'll die for you when you need to her." Iris snapped, her voice filled with venom.

"She chose to fight for the village; she chose to become a shield maiden. She didn't choose to become someone that you can pass off your child to. She saved you and your child and you look like you don't even care!"

This time, Iris slapped him, and it caused everyone around them to freeze and look at the pair. "How dare you." She spat. "You pathetic excuse for a chief!" She screamed. "You don't deserve any of this, my son is more of a man than you ever where!"

Everyone watched as someone patted Iris on the back and as she turned around, she received a swift punch to the face, knocking her to the floor unconscious and behind her stood Caverna, who was retracting her arm, her face an emotionless mask, bu this time she held no child in her arms.

"No one speaks to my brother like that." She told the unconscious Iris, before she walked over to Hiccup. "Are you alright?"

Hiccup nodded and they both looked down at Iris, before Hiccup ordered them to lock her in a holding cell. Caverna simply watched, she didn't know that Iris could be this cruel, but now she did, she had a lot of decisions to make.
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**PS: If you liked how I'd put Iris in this story then you might not like this chapter or any of them after (I'm undecided for ones after this), because it does a complete u-turn.**

That night, everyone was sat in Hiccup and Astrid's home, with Hiccup sitting in a large armchair, and Astrid stood next to him holding some cold ice to his face where Iris had it him. It had been hours since Iris had hit Hiccup and Caverna had rendered her unconscious, leaving her to still be sat in her holding cell away from everyone. Hiccup looked at his sister who was sat on the stairs, looking at her feet, Fishlegs who was stood by the window keeping an eye on Caverna, Snotlout who was taking a turn holding Thorin, his mother who was watching both of her children worriedly, Gobber who was stood with Valka and the twins who were sat on the floor their faces ashen.

"We need to work out what we are going to do." Caverna spoke.

"What do you mean lass?" Gobber asked.

"She struck a chief...That doesn't usually get sorted out with a simply stay in the holding cell.

Everyone looked at her, they all seemed to be surprised at her words, but this time only Valka spoke.

"Caverna, I know that your pride is hurt by how she deceived you, but you can't take away the child's mother." Valka told her.

"This isn't about me!" Caverna snapped. "All because she is Thorin's mother doesn't mean that she should be excused from crimes such as striking a chief."

"I know sweetheart." Valka tried to change her words.

"No, you think I'm a selfish loser, but to be honest I don't care." She got up. "I've been thought worse of."She walked to the door. "You guys can do whatever you want, but I want answers."

Everyone watched her as she left the hut and braved the cold fierce wind that had started up. She walked down towards the holding cells, and she found her uncle standing with sword and shield in hand.

"Who's there?" Spitlout called out.

"It's me Uncle." Caverna told him. "I've come to speak to Iris."

Spitlout nodded. "Alright, do you want me to come with you?"

"No thank you." Caverna told him, walking into the cells and she soon found Iris' cell. Inside the cell, Iris was sat in the far corner, curled up in on her as she heard the footsteps.

"Iris, I know that you're not asleep." Caverna told her.

"Let me out." Iris told her, getting up and onto her feet.

"You know that isn't happening."

"Then why haven't you killed me?" Iris asked.

"Because my brother wants to keep you alive." Caverna told her. "I do not agree and I think that you should suffer the same consequences as everyone else, but he is determined to keep you alive because of your son."

"Where is my son!?" She demanded.

"He's safe, but I will see to it that you will never see him again for as long as I live." Caverna told her.

"You can't do this."

"I can." Caverna told her, pulling a stool to her and she sat in it, looking at Iris. "Now, onto other matters, you're going to answer my questions and then I'll leave you for the rest of the night."

Iris simply looked at her. "You really think that I'm going to answer your questions?"

"Yep." Caverna told her, getting herself comfortable on the stool.

Iris looked at her, and she saw the determined look in Caverna's eyes, and she realised that she wasn't going to let up until she knew what was happening.

However, Iris didn't speak for a long time, and she watched Caverna, who never let up or got angry, she just sat there. Eventually, Iris was the one to break first.

"What do you want to know?" Iris asked.

"I want to know what you're planning on doing." Caverna told her.

"I needed somewhere to raise my son." Iris told her.

"That worked when you first came here, so tell me, what's your real plan?"

Iris looked at her. "Dagur wants to take over Berk, and you're too stupid to stop him now."

"What's that supposed to mean?"

"Dagur knows that his son has been born, and he'll stop at nothing until he's back with his rightful father." She told her. "Which means your pathetic little village and your stupid dragons are all going to be crushed. And it's too late or you to anything."

Iris watched as Caverna stood up, and she left the holding cells, but she stopped at the door to look back at her. "You'll be the first to fall if this turns into a war." She warned her and then she ran, straight back down towards the village. Everyone moved out of the way as Caverna ran past them, and they watched her stop on the edge of a cliff, overlooking the sun. She searched the skyline, looking for anything out of place, but in the wind and snow that was hard to do, yet she still found what she was looking for. On the horizon, coming towards Berk, was a dark shape, and it was moving fast, it's black body contrasting against the gray clouds, it was the Skrill. A few seconds later, she saw Dagur's armada could be seen on the horizon.

"What have I done?" Caverna whispered, before she pulled up her hood and pulled out her horn. "He wants a war; he's going to get one." She then blew hard on the horn. The sound echoed loudly through the village, so loud that even everyone in Hiccup and Astrid's stables heard it.

Inside the stables, all of the dragons were huddled together for warmth and to protect the many babies of Toothless and Snowcap. However, as they heard the horn, they all looked at each other and then at Toothless as he got to his feet.

_"__Alpha, what do we do?"_ Cloudjumper asked, looking at the bigger Night Fury.

_"__We help our humans fight." _Toothless told them.

_"__Whoa, not you Snowcap." _Lightning suddenly squawked, and everyone looked to Snowcap who had pulled out her saddle.

_"__Definitely not you."_ Toothless and Stormfly told her.

_"__Why not?"_ She asked them.

_"__Because someone has to keep an eye on our babies."_ Toothless told her.

With everyone in agreement, Snowcap had no choice but to back down, so she laid down with her babies and Toothless nuzzled her.

_"__Come back to us."_ She told them.

_"__Of course we will."_ Grump told her. _"Everything is going to be fine."_

With that, they all waited for their riders to give them the go ahead for battle, ell all except Lightning who couldn't wait and he flew off looking for his rider, after nuzzling his mate and his egg sister promising to be careful. Meanwhile, in the house, everyone was getting ready for battle, and Hiccup and Astrid were close to an argument.

"Astrid, please, just stay here." Hiccup told her as he fastened is flight suit.

"No, why should I?" Astrid asked.

"You promised me that once you were showing, you'd start staying behind." Hiccup told her.

"It's not that noticeable." She countered.

"Yes it is." Came the reply from everyone around them, which had Astrid face palming herself.

"Fine, but the minute I feel the need to, I'm coming t help." Astrid told them.

"Fine." Astrid sighed and she threw her axe down, sitting on the stairs and she watched everyone leave, before Stormfly walked in and nestled down in front of her. "Hiccup sent you to watch me?"

Stormfly simply nodded, lying her head down and watching her rider who looked extremely moody as she sat on the stairs.

Meanwhile, Hiccup had gotten Toothless in the air and they soon found Caverna and Lightning hovering in the sky, looking out at the ocean, where ships were still coming, by the thousands and a Skrill was leading them.

"What did Iris tell you?" Hiccup asked.

"Not a lot, but he's coming for her and the child, this was their plan, and he's coming to destroy Berk." Caverna told him.

"My mother has Thorin; he's safe with her and her dragon." Fishlegs told her.

"And Mom went to stay with them too." Hiccup told her.

Caverna nodded. "This isn't about the baby right now, it's about saving our home."

"I agree, so what's the plan cousin?" Snotlout asked, hovering next to Hiccup and Caverna.

"Protect our home, by any means necessary." Hiccup told him.

Everyone just looked at him and the all caught the determination on his face as he pulled his flight mask down over his face and Caverna pulled up the mouth covering of her own mask.

"Dragon riders, let's go to war." Caverna told them and she dug her heels into Lightning's side and the pair suddenly shot off, Lightning's fire lighting the way as everyone else followed him.

The battle was long and brutal, and no one could find Dagur, whilst this worried Caverna she was too busy to look for him. She'd been separated from her dragon since the battle started, but she knew that Lightning could look after himself. She tried to focus on fighting, and she kept getting glances of her loved ones as they kept up the battle of their homeland, and then she caught a glance of someone that she didn't want to see. The Skrill, and on its back was Dagur and Iris! Taking a quick second, she found them going towards Hiccup's house, and this set her heart racing more than a battle ever could. So, disarming and nearly beheading her current opponent, she took off running back towards her brother's house, picking up a bow and some arrows as she ran. Meanwhile, inside said house, it was empty, but Astrid saw Dagur and Iris grab weapons and walk towards the house, throwing open the door, they both went inside, and she ran back to Stormfly who was stood over Snowcap and her babies, protecting them.

"They're in the house, Stormfly get ready, because they might come here next." Astrid whispered to her dragon, but she'd forgotten about the Skrill, and suddenly there was a shrill cry and the doors to the stable suddenly got thrown open and Dagur stood there. At seeing Astrid, holding only her axe and being protected by her Deadly Nadder, he let out a deranged laugh.

"Well well, a little shield maiden." He cackled. "Long time no see, Astrid." He spat. "Now if you don't mind, we'll behaving those dragon babies and our son."

"Over my dead body." Astrid sneered, readying her axe.

"That can be arranged." Dagur told her.

"Wouldn't want to lose that precious little baby of yours, would you Astrid?" Iris sneered.

"Ah, and we'll take you little thing as well if you don't mind." Dagur told her.

"Over _my_ dead body."

The voice made them all look around, before Iris suddenly screamed in pain, holding a hand to her arm where it was now dripping in warm blood, and Dagur saw the arrow that lay on the floor, before he recognised the voice.

"Well well Caverna, the baby snatcher has appeared." Dagur suddenly drew his sword as Caverna suddenly dropped onto the ground from one of the rafters in the stable, how she got up there was anybody's guess, but right now, Astrid wasn't about to question.

"Where is my son Caverna?"

"Obviously not here." She told him. "I actually don't know." She told him, walking to stand in front of Astrid as she drew her own swords.

As they started to circle each other, Astrid made sure to stay by her dragon, and Stormfly made sure to keep in front of her and Snowcap who was still protecting her babies, especially when Dagur and Caverna started to hit each other with their weapons. However, as she focused on Caverna and Dagur's fight, Astrid didn't notice that Iris was moving ever closer to her, until it was too late and she was suddenly thrown into a wall, dropping her axe and Iris held a knife to her neck. And when Stormfly went to defend her rider, the Skrill suddenly went for Stormfly.

"Stop or the precious sister-in-law gets cut." Iris told Caverna and it caused Caverna to stop her fight with Dagur just as she disarmed him. "Now drop the weapons." She smirked a she watched Caverna do as she said, and when she did, Dagur grabbed her and held his sword to her neck. "Now come on, let's go." Suddenly, both girls were dragged out of the stables and into the battle, and everyone who saw the stopped and stared.

"Astrid, Caverna!"

The girls looked as much as they could and they found Hiccup having to be held back from running to the aid of them by Snotlout, Tuffnut and Eret.

"Let them go Dagur!" They demanded.

"Not until I get my son back!" Dagur shouted, holding the knife tighter to Caverna's neck.

"Hiccup, don't give him to him, please." Caverna shouted, with a wince as the blade of Dagur's sword broke skin.

"She's right Hiccup, don't!" Astrid shouted, trying to get out of Iris' grip, ignoring the knife that Iris kept to her neck.

"Oh will you two shut up!" Dagur suddenly shouted.

Caverna and Astrid soon recognised something above them and it caused them to glance at each other, and they both winked at each other, before almost simultaneously, Caverna head butted Dagur, causing him to let her go, and Astrid suddenly drove her foot down hard on Iris' foot, and as Iris hopped around in pain, Astrid grabbed Caverna's hand and they both jumped onto Lightning who swooped low to get them.

"Go Lightning!"

The cry made both girls smile as they saw Hiccup fist punch the air, watching them with a smile.

"Are you ready to end this?" Caverna asked.

"Definitely." Astrid told her, and she watched Caverna remove one hand from the reigns of her dragon and reach to her suit and pulled out a dagger, handing it back to her.

"Good, because it's your turn." Caverna told her once she took the dagger and this time when Lightning swooped low, Astrid got off and this time she fought alongside her husband who, once the girls were safe in the air, had tackled Dagur and the pair were fighting each other. Meanwhile, Snotlout, Fishlegs, Tuffnut and Eret were advancing on Iris, all of them looking furious as they tightened their grips on their weapons.

"Come on boys, you won't hurt me will you?" Iris asked, looking at them. "Eret, you promised to take me sailing." She reminded Eret, her voice showing nothing but fake innocence.

"Not after you hurt Caverna and Astrid." Eret told her. "My loyalty to them is more important than a promise to you."

Seeing that she wasn't going to be able to get anywhere with Eret, she moved onto trying to convince Fishlegs. "Fishlegs, I gave you a son, something that your pathetic excuse for a girlfriend couldn't do."She reminded him.

"But you hurt Astrid and Caverna." He told her. "And I love my girlfriend whether she can give me a child or not." Fishlegs told her.

"But you all swore to never harm a woman!" She told them, and she could see that this caused them to stop.

"No problem." This time it came from Ruffnut, who ran over, spear in hand. "You're mine, bitch." She then launched her over the guys and her and Iris started to fight. The battle waged until the sun rose again, and this time everyone saw Hiccup get thrown to the floor by Dagur who had taken out his prosthetic leg, so now Hiccup couldn't get up to fight back, but then everyone watched as Dagur was pinned to the floor by Lightning standing on him, and Caverna was stood on her dragons back. Then Iris was thrown to the floor by Ruffnut and Astrid who had managed to bring her down, and finally a soaking wet Skrill was thrown to the floor next to them by Stormfly, Hookfang, Barf and Belch and Meatlug.

As Dagur Iris and the Skrill were taken away, everyone looked around for their loved ones, but no one saw where Caverna and Snowcap were, and this set worry into Toothless, Hiccup and Fishlegs.

_"__Where is my mate?"_ Toothless asked Stormfly, Hookfang and Meatlug, in his haste and worry he wasn't nice about it.

_"__She's back in the stable; she defended her children from this monster very well."_ Hookfang told him.

_"__Go to her Toothless, she was wounded, we didn't see how bad it was."_ Meatlug told him and within seconds, the Night Fury was gone, running up the hill towards the stable of his rider's house. Bursting through the door, he found a sight which made him freeze, blood covered areas of the stable, and he couldn't make out whose it was. But in the far end of the stable, he heard squeaking and babies crying out, so he ran over and found his mate, curled up in hay, his babies all around her and Caverna sitting next to her cleaning a wound on Snowcap's side.

_"__Snowcap, are you alright?"_ He asked, pushing his way in and nuzzling his mate.

Snowcap lifted her head and opened her eyes and Toothless smiled inside at seeing the sapphire blue of his mate's eyes. _"I'm alright, just sore."_

"She'll be fine Toothless, she just needs to rest." Caverna told him, stroking him, before she stood up and watching Toothless suddenly be jumped on by twelve small Night Furies. "All of your babies are accounted for."

Toothless purred in thank you to his mate's rider, before he heard her leave and he soon settled down beside his mate as their babies joined them and he rested his head on top of hers, both of them relaxing and knowing that now they were safe and none of them were leaving for battle any time soon.

Meanwhile, getting outside, Caverna pulled her hood down and shook out her long auburn hair, as she walked down towards the Ingerman residence, she reminded herself to cut her hair. As she got there, she found Mrs Ingerman stood outside, almost as if she was waiting for her and she smiled to her, before ushering her inside. When they were inside, Caverna was lead up to what she presumed was Mr and Mrs Ingerman's bedroom, and in the corner was a cradle. When she was pushed towards it by Mrs Ingerman, she looked inside and found Thorin sleeping peacefully, completely oblivious to the torment that was just outside. Smiling to herself, she reached in and picked up the child, making sure to bring his blankets with him as she held him in her arms. With a thank you to the older Viking, Caverna brought him out into the village, making sure to keep him warm and she took him back up to her home, but when she got him, she was surprised to find out who was there.


	53. Aftermath
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Inside her house, she found Hiccup, and admittedly this was the last place that she thought to find him, but then she also found Astrid, Fishlegs and her mother sat by the fireplace.

"I thought you'd all be in the Great Hall." She told them.

"We thought that we'd have our own celebration here." Valka told her. "And so we can meet the new addition to our family."

Caverna smiled as she looked at her mother. "Mom, come and meet your grandchild, Thorin Stoick Haddock."

Valka gave her daughter a heart-warming smile, and she walked over, taking the baby into her arms when she was close enough. "He's beautiful." She smiled, and she looked at her daughter and she saw the amount of love in her eyes as she looked at the baby and it filled her heart with pride. "Caverna, I'm sorry for being so distant, I just wasn't sure how much you blamed me for what happened. But if this battle taught me, was that when I saw you being held with a sword to your neck, I realised that I was just making it worse and that I would have given anything to have you safe in my arms." She told her. "What I'm trying to say is-"

"I know what you're trying to say." Caverna told her. "I hold nothing against you mom, you done what you thought would have been best for me, and I would like us to put it behind us and move on to be mother and daughter, like we should be." She told her, and she watched Valka hand the baby to Fishlegs before she suddenly pulled Caverna into a hug and Caverna happily returned it.

Hiccup and Astrid smiled as they watched Valka and Caverna make up, and Astrid looked over at Hiccup, leaning up to whisper in his ear.

"See, I told you everything would work out."

Hiccup looked at her as she heard her and he smiled, sliding an arm around Astrid's waist, pulling her close. "I know and as always I didn't listen, but I'm glad it's worked out."

Astrid looked up at him, slid her arms around his neck as she pulled him closer. "You're a dork Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, but you're my dork." She smiled, kissing him deeply, and Hiccup gladly returned the kiss.

Months passed and Berk was in perfect harmony, Iris and Dagur had been sent away, tied up on a boat, and for once, no one cared about the repercussions of their act, as long as they never came back. Hiccup and Astrid welcomed a little girl into their lives when Astrid reached her due date, and she'd given birth with her sister-in-law and mother-in-law at her side. Together, they'd named the new heir to Berk, Valda, as a commitment to her Warrior woman for an aunt and her dragon saver of a grandmother. Astrid had even been able to build her relationship with her own mother once more, and this made Hiccup proud. He'd had an easy time running the village, and he watched over his friends and family as they all moved on from the battle. What was destroyed was rebuilt and what was left standing, was cared for to ensure that it didn't fall down any time soon. There were also frequent visits from fellow tribes, such as the Bog-Burglars would come by every few months and just talk to people and generally have fun. Meanwhile, Astrid and Caverna had become even closer, if that was possible, through their children who had become close than ever, and Astrid and Caverna had noticed that even at a few months old, Valda had more of her father's stubbornness than anyone had ever thought.

One person who had grown up a considerable amount, was Snotlout he had moved on to working with his younger cousin Caverna, to teach kids how to train dragons, and he also trained with her in fighting and just generally keeping himself fit and beefed up. Over all, their relationship had grown a large amount, but not as much as his and Ruffnut's relationship had. He and Ruffnut had started dating not long after the battle with Dagur, and right now, things were really looking up, so much so that Snotlout had become engaged to her. Ruffnut was now training to become a healer and was kept under the watchful eye of Gothi. Also, unbelievably, she had toned down her joking quite a lot, especially now that she was due to be married and was taking her lessons on how to be a wife.

Even Eret and Tuffnut had decided to give married life and settling down a go, Eret had started a relationship with Heather, and they seemed pretty happy. Eret still rode around on Skullcrusher, but he and Heather had become part of the fisherman for the Island, bringing in the weekly amount of fish for the dragons and the villagers. They hadn't talked of marriage yet, but Astrid had a feeling that it wouldn't have been long. Meanwhile, Tuffnut had almost settled down, he'd started a relationship with one of the fisherman's daughter's, her name was Brunhilda and she and Tuffnut were pretty smitten. Even if he didn't get in a relationship with her until Snotlout threatened to ask her out for him if he didn't hurry up and do it himself. That had certainly put a fire under Tuffnut's backside, and he'd asked Brunhilda out that very hour, after getting drunk on mead in the Great Hall and making a show of himself in the process.

Valka and Gobber had also changed since the battle, they'd become closer than ever, both consoled over the loss of their best friend Stoick, a love for Hiccup and Caverna, and a sense of duty to the village and the dragons. Valka had taken to helping Gobber in the forge a lot when she wasn't looking after the dragons, helping Caverna and Snotlout with the teaching, or helping Fishlegs with the Book of Dragons. And in return, Gobber would cook a meal with Valka and she'd eat at his. Their closeness didn't bother Caverna or Gobber, since if anything came from it; they both thought that Gobber was already filling in for Stoick as their father.

Even the dragons had taken up a calming life, Cloudjumper and Skullcrusher, being the oldest of the group, had taken to looking after the others and becoming Toothless' right hands, but not without finding mates of their own and leaving with the others during the egg hatching season. Stormfly and Lightning had also had their own babies in these few months, and it made everyone smile to see baby Deadly Nadders playing with baby Night Furies in the mornings, but sadly now all baby dragons had flown the nests and the two Alpha's were enjoying the peace. Snowcap's injury had turned into a scar that barely stood out from her black scales, but she was still self conscious about it. Toothless had managed to soothe her worries in no time and she had left the stable a mere three weeks after the injury had healed completely and Gothi deemed her ready to fly again. She'd also befriended the Skrill, against her egg brother's better judgement, and that helped Caverna a lot.

Whilst everyone, be them dragon or human had changed during these months; no one had changed more than Caverna and Fishlegs. Everything made their relationship much stronger, and they had made a few changes in their lives that helped to do that. One of the biggest changes was that Fishlegs had moved into the house with Caverna and they now shared a marital bed, even though neither of them were in a rush to be fully married to each other, they had decided to reap the benefits of marriage without the worry and stress of the marriage itself. And no one in the village seemed to have a problem with it. They'd also come to fully adopt Thorin, and he was still known as Thorin Stoick Haddock, until his parents had married. Thorin had grown into a energetic young child, who would toddle from his bed into his parents room and get into their bed for a daily morning cuddle, then he would either go with his father to study dragons or go with his mother and sit with Snowcap, who loved having the little human around, and try to catch her tail, which he never succeeded until Snowcap put it down for him, as his mother and uncle taught the class. Or, his mother would take him to play with Hiccup and Astrid's daughter, either way, he was a happy child and nothing seemed to be going wrong for him at the moment or ever in that matter. Everything was good on the island of Berk, and everything was always going to be good, no matter what.

_This was Berk, boating the balmy fun in the sun climate that would give you frost bite on your spleen. But its home, our home! Those who attack us are crazy, but they may have their armies, or their armadas, but we have our dragons! And we are just as crazy to use them!_


End file.
